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Mass Times: 
HOLY FAMILY PARISH
Saturday Vigil  5 p.m.
Sunday  10 a.m.
Sunday  12 p.m.
Tuesday  5:30 p.m.
Wednesday   8 a.m.
Thursday  8 a.m.
Friday  9 a.m. 
Holy Days   
12 p.m. & 5:30 p.m.
Adoration 
Thursday  8:30  a.m. - 7 p.m.
Reconciliation 
Saturday  4 - 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday  4:45 - 5:20 p.m.
First Friday  8 - 8:50 a.m. 
First Saturday  8 - 8:50 a.m. 
ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
Sunday  8 a.m.
Holy Days
Vigil  5:30 p.m.
Reconciliation 
Sunday  7:30 - 7:45 a.m.



Holy Family Parish
763 E. Main Street

Little Falls, NY 13365
(315) 823-3410

Email: holyfamily.littlefalls@rcda.org
Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.  Fri. 9 a.m.-12p.m.

Administrative Assistant: Lisa LaCoppola
Bookkeeper: Donna Young-Edick

Mass Intentions
ROSARY RECITATION
Recitation of the Rosary is said before Holy Family Parish Mass 
each Saturday at 4:30 p.m. and each Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  
Recitation of the Rosary is said before St. Joseph Church Mass 
each Sunday at 7:30 a.m. Come and join us as we pray to our 
Blessed Mother.

HOLY FAMILY
Saturday, July 8 - 5 p.m.
† Kathy Moynihan - Family
† Peter Romano, Sr. - Family
† Charles Pietropaoli - Daughter, Marie
† Albert Bostner - Maryanne Terzi
† Gino Pietropaoli - Bill & Anne Marie Kuehnle

ST. JOSEPH
Sunday, July 9 - 8 a.m.
† Pro Populo

HOLY FAMILY
Sunday, July 9 - 10 a.m.
† Peter & Lucille DeAngelis - Daughters
† Burrell & Donna Gardinier - Family
† Linda Sagatis - Family
† Valerie Tooley - Family

SHRINE OF THE NORTH AMERICAN  
MARTYRS - AURIESVILLE
Sunday, July 9  -  2 p.m.
NO MASS at Holy Family Parish. Transferred to the Shrine of 
the North American Martyrs at 2 p.m. Fr. Nathaniel Resila will be 
the celebrant.

HOLY FAMILY
Tuesday, July 11 - 5:30 p.m.
NO MASS

HOLY FAMILY
Wednesday, July 12 - 8 a.m.
NO MASS

HOLY FAMILY
Thursday, July 13 - 8 a.m.   
NO MASS OR ADORATION

HOLY FAMILY
Friday, July 14 - 9 a.m.
NO MASS

HOLY FAMILY
Saturday, July 15 - 5 p.m.
† Craig Wright - Wife & Children
† David W. Fitzgibbons - Niece, Jackie, Nephew, David & Families
† Richard O. Parry III - Aunt Pat & Cousins

ST. JOSEPH
Sunday, July 16 - 8 a.m.
† Deceased Members of St. Joseph Church

HOLY FAMILY
Sunday, July 16 - 10 a.m.
† Pro Populo

HOLY FAMILY
Sunday, July 16  -  12 p.m.
† For the intentions of Fr. Daniel McHale - Grogan Family

SANCTUARY LAMP
Sanctuary Lamp is lit in memory of: Katherine Otrupcak - Family

MEMORIAL FLOWERS
Are placed on the Blessed Virgin Mary’s Altar in memory of 
Katherine Otrupcak requested by family and on St. Joseph’s Altar 
in memory of Peter Romano, Sr. requested by family.

ST. JOSEPH - PRAY FOR OUR SICK      
     Ann Tucker, Debbie Povec, Mike Barron, Carol Ann Kovic, 
Jeanette Hogan, Matthew Cadwell, James Doolittle, Sr., Richard 
Grogan, Helen Johnson, Betty Zerbst, Allison Perry, Tyler David 
Foster, Margaret Johnson, Neil Cronin, Steven Serow, Lisa 
Giordano-Hayes, and Joseph Rudi, Mimi Smith, Caleb Hunter, 
Maggie Rouch, and Norman Mastromoro. All the members of our 
armed forces and their families.  

Holy Family Parish 
July 2 Collection - N/A 
St. Joseph Church  
July 2 Collection - N/A
June 25 - $925.00  

Sacrificial Giving“I do not analyze the ways in 
which God’s spirit leads me. 
It is enough for me to know 
that I am loved and that I 
love.” (St. Faustina, Diary, no. 
293)

Welcome to Mass! We are called to...

MEMORIAL FLOWERS 
Are placed on the Blessed Virgin Mary’s Altar in memo-
ry of Katherine Otrupcak requested by family and on St. 
Joseph’s Altar in memory of Peter Romano, Sr. requested 
by family.

REST IN PEACE 

BAPTISMS 

MARRIAGE

FOOD PANTRY – Items needed:
Ramen noodles, canned vegetables, applesauce
Monetary donations are always appreciated.
Please make checks out to Little Falls Food Pantry

Sacrificial Giving – 

EVENTS COMMISSION
I am looking to establish an events commission.   The 
purpose of the commission will be to organize social 
events at Holy Family.  I am hoping to have a group in 
place by the end of the summer.  If you are interested, 
please contact the parish office. Thank you, Fr. Slezak

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
Holy Family will be hosing an ice cream social of Friday, 
August 11 from 5-7 pm in front of church. We are look-
ing for volunteers to help. There will be a sign-up sheet 



Sunday, July 9th Noon Mass Change
    The Mass normally scheduled for Noon at Holy Family 
will be transferred to the Shrine of the North American 
Martyrs on Sunday, July 9th at 2 p.m. Fr. Nathaniel Resila 
will be the celebrant.  

Holy Family Creating an Events Committee    
     I am looking to establish an events 
commission. The purpose of the commission 
will be to organize social events at Holy 
Family. I am hoping to have a group in place by 
the end of the summer. If you are interested, 

please contact the Parish Office. Thank you, Fr. Slezak  

Step Up Men’s Conference 2023
     The Diocese of Albany is hosting the Step Up Men’s 
Conference on Saturday, August 12th from 8:30 a.m. to  
5 p.m. at the Our Lady of Martyrs Shrine in Auriesville, NY.
     The Step Up Men’s Conference will give men the tools 
needed to grow in holiness in their everyday lives. The event 
will include presentations from Fr. Larry Richards and 
Deacon Darrell Miller, Reconciliation, Adoration, Rosary, 
and 4 PM Mass. For more information and to register:  
https://www.rcda.org/StepUp

Holy Family Food Pantry
     Ramen noodles, canned vegetables, and applesauce.
Monetary donations appreciated. Write check  to the Little 
Falls Food Pantry.  
(315) 429-8099.

Volunteers Needed for August Ice Cream Social
     Holy Family will be hosing an Ice Cream Social on Friday, 
August 11th from 5-7 p.m. in front of church. We are 
looking for volunteers to help. There will be a sign-up sheet 
in the back of church or you can call the Parish Office. 

Email: sjdolgeville@gmail.com
Office: 763 E. Main Street, Little Falls, NY 13365

Office Hours: Tues.-Thurs.  10 a.m.-3p.m.
Secretary/Bookkeeper: Donna Young-Edick

St. Joseph Church
31 N. Helmer Avenue
Dolgeville, NY 13329

(315) 823-3410

News & Events

Holy Family/St. Joseph Calendar 

know, love, and serve as Jesus did.
Welcome Ed Hoffman, Christian Brothers
     Each year our Arch/Diocese, in conjunction with other 
Arch/Diocese throughout the United States, participates 
in the Mission Cooperative Appeal. Through this appeal, 
religious communities are invited to send a representative 
from their community to remind us of each one’s personal 
call to perform missionary work in one way or another.
      This year, Brother Ed Hoffman from the Brothers of 
Christian Schools, commonly known as the Christian 
Brothers, will speak at our Masses at Holy Family and St. 
Joseph the weekend of July 15th and 16th.
     The Brothers, commonly known as the De La Salle 
Christian Brothers, are an international community of 
religious men founded by St. John Baptist de La Salle in 
France in 1691.

     St. John Baptist de La Salle 
renounced his family’s abundant 
wealth and dedicated himself 
to working for the good of the 
economically poor, especially in the 
area of education.
     Many of you know the 
Brothers through their various 
academic institutions such as La 
Salle University in Philadelphia, 

Manhattan College in the Bronx, along with many 
secondary and middle schools here in the United States. 
     Very few, however, know of their missionary work with 
the poor in such marginalized lands as Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Nairobi, the Philippines, Vietnam, Haiti, and the West 
Indies. There they run schools dedicated to serving under-
privileged children.
    The families pay very little for the education they receive. 
Consequently, the Brothers work with extremely limited 
resources. They themselves often live very poorly and simply, 
willing and happy to endure whatever they must to spread 
God’s message of love, hope, and trust to those most in need 
as well as give their students the intellectual tools necessary 
to better their futures and the futures of their people.
     The Brothers look now to us 
for our prayers and generosity 
to assist them with their very 
important work. Every penny 
collected goes directly to theit 
missions.

THURSDAY, JULY 27th / Young Adult Holy Hour and 
Happy Hour, Holy Family Parish, Little Falls. 7-9 p.m.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 11th / Holy Family Ice Cream Social 
5-7 p.m. In front of church.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 17th / Young Adult Holy Hour 
and Happy Hour, St. Joseph the Worker, Richfield 
Springs. 7-9 p.m.



said, “theologically there is a significant meaning in the 
distinction between nave and sanctuary. Just as there 
was confusion over the roles of ordained and laity at 
the time, so there was confusion about the architectural 
manifestation of those roles.”

Altar rails give “a clear designation as to what is the 
sanctuary,” Father Markey said. “The word ‘sanctuary’ 
comes from the word ‘holy,’ which means ‘set apart.’ 
The sanctuary is set apart from the rest of the church 
because it reinforces our understanding of what 
holiness is. The sanctuary is symbolically the head of 
the church and represents Christ as the head.”

McNamara traces church architecture roots to the 
Temple of Solomon: The large room corresponded 
to the church nave; the Holy of Holies, an image of 
heaven, corresponded to today’s sanctuary. They were 
separated visually by the great veil, which was torn 
when Christ died.

“[The altar rail] is still a marker of the place where 
heaven and earth meet, indicating that they are not 
yet completely united,” McNamara explained. “But, at 
the same time, the rail is low, very permeable, and has 
a gate, so it does not prevent us from participating in 
heaven. So we could say there is a theology of the rail, 
one which sees it as more than a fence, but as a marker 
where heaven and earth meet, where the priest, acting 
in persona Christi, reaches across from heaven to earth 
to give the Eucharist as the gift of divine life.”

Drawn to Prayer. There are yet more reasons for 
incorporating altar rails. Stroik finds where they have 
been removed in a cathedral, basilica or historic church 
receiving numerous visitors, many don’t know how 
sacred the altar is and wander around the sanctuary. 
The church has to put up ropes and signs like in a 
museum to do what altar rails were supposed to do: 
“create a real threshold so people can tell it’s a special 
place, a holy place set apart.” Stroik says the altar rail is 
“an invitation for people to come close to the sanctuary, 
kneel and pray before the tabernacle, a statue of Our 
Lady, or images of saints.”

Register staff writer Joseph Pronechen is based in Trumbull, 
Connecticut.



continued other side —

When a groundswell of parishioner support 
encouraged pastor Father Greg Markey to restore  
St. Mary Church, the second-oldest parish in the 
diocese, to its original 19th-century neo-gothic 
magnificence, he made sure altar rails were again part 
of the sanctuary.

Altar rails are present in several new churches architect 
Duncan Stroik has designed. Among them, the 
Thomas Aquinas College Chapel in Santa Paula, CA, 
the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse, 
WI, and three others on the drawing boards. When 
Stroik proposed altar rails for the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, “Cardinal [Raymond] Burke liked the 
idea and thought that was something that would give 
added reverence to the Eucharist and sanctuary.”

Altar Rail History. They may be returning, but were 
altar rails supposed to be taken out of sanctuaries? 
“There is nothing in Vatican II or post-conciliar 
documents which mandate their removal,” said Denis 
McNamara, author of Catholic Church Architecture 
and the Spirit of the Liturgy. Cardinal Francis Arinze 
strongly affirmed this point during a 2008 video session 
while he was still prefect of the Congregation for 
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments: 
“The Church from Rome never said to remove the altar 
rails,” Cardinal Arinze explained.

So what happened? James Hitchcock, professor and 
author of Recovery of the Sacred, said, “Unfortunately, 
democratic ideas came into the situation after Vatican 
II.” Stroik points some out of these ideas: a general 
iconoclasm that rejected the past, a desire to make 
churches into gathering spaces more like Protestant 
meeting houses, and the argument that kneeling is a 
sign of submission, which is seen as disrespectful to 
the modern person —we didn’t kneel before kings and 
queens, so it was more “democratic” not to kneel.

“Some people called them ‘fences’ which set up division 
between priest and people. Of course,” McNamara 

Joseph Pronechen | excerpts from catholicculture.org

Altar Rail Returning to Use


