Seraphs Number
Comes Up One

By TONY JOSEPH

Of the 146 boys enrolled at
St. Bonaventure High School
in Ventura, nine of them play
the best game of baseball in
the Class AA division of the
CIF, and one of them plays as
good a game as youw’ll see on
any high school diamond.

At least that was the verdict
handed down at the Ventura
College gdiamond yesterday,
and neither the standing-room-
only crowd, the scoreboard or
the team from Bloomington that
came almost 200 miles in hopes
of winning its first-ever CIF ti-
tle, could argue the point.

The Seraphs, led by Jerry
Stone, or “Rocky” as his team-
mates eall him, wrote another
chapter in theu- brief but in-
credibly successful sports his-
tory by winning their second
CIF championship, and first
baseball crown with a 3:0 vie-
tory over the Bruins. The vic-
tory came just 18 months after
the school had brought Ventura
~ its first outright CIF football
title, and only six months af-
ter it had lost to Santa Ynez
trying to win a second football
Crowi.

There may not have heen the
drama yesterday that there was
when St. Bonaventure won
the football trophy, but there
certainly wasn't the disappoint-
ment Seraph players and root-
ers fell last December at
Santa " Ynez. Stone, who pitch-
ed his team to CIF victories
over Arroyo Grande and Tem-
ple City during a busy week,
came off two days rest and
wag fougher than ever on the

who score runs in the
donble figures most days.

Stone was not as fast as he’s
been, but he was still smart.
Mixing up his pitches with the
sayvy of a big-leaguer, Stone
induced 10 "Bruin batters to
strike out, surrendered only
one walk, and gave up only
four singles to the team that
brought an 18-4 record coming
into the game.

And Stone had 2 most wor-
fhy opponent on the mound in
Bloomington pitcher Dave Love,
who appeared invincible until
‘Stone came within a yard of
ﬁntung one out of the park in

. again and "knocked the third

baseman out of his way and
the ball into the dugout.

And that was about all the
fireworks the Seraphs were
able to make., The Bruins made
plenty of them, but Seraph field-
ing and Stone’s ability to strike
people out in key situations kept

.everything cool for the win-

ners.

“We played for one break,”
said Seraphs Coach Bill Little
after the game. “One of the
teams had to crack sooner or
later. Our’s never did,” he add-
ed.

The Seraphs don’t make er-
rors very often, and they’ve
spent most of the playoffs con-
cenfrafing on not making mis-
takes. But the most impressive
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play came in the sixth inning
after Love had stroked a one-
out single wup the mid-
dle. Leadoff batter John Pach-
aco then bounced one at Ser-
aph third baseman Angel Ala-
millo, who tossed to second
baseman Ron Romo for one out,
with the ball relayed to first
baseman Mike McLean for an-
other and an inning - ending
double play.

That the Seraphs were not in
the mood to give away any
runs was obvious in the sec-
ond inning. Ray Fernandez the
Bruins’ cleanup hitter, walked
on a full-count pitch, and af-
ter one out, John Moncrief sin-
gled along the first base line,
sending Fernandez to third

Win

base. Stone got the next bat-
ter on strikes, and then turned
in the final out when Moncrief
took off for second base. Stone
faked a throw there, and in-
stead threw to third to pick
off Fernandez.

That seemed to take some of
the zip away from the Bruins,
who went down in order the
next three innings, before hav-
ing a potential rally killed by
the double play.

“My curve ball was going
real good and 1 felt fine,” a
grinning Stone said after the
game.
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pressive hitting team, book a 3-0
lead into the sixth inning. But
the Cougars took the first step
toward victory by scoring one
run on a single by Al Chavez
and a line drive double over the
left-fielder’s head by Duane Ro-

Roberts - was Ileft. at second.,

B-1

off single in the first were the
only hits off Buskirk until he
was pulled after Chavez’ second
hit and Roberts’ double in the
sixth.

Wilson chased Flores in the
fourth on a bunt single by John
Hund, a single by Chuck Ross
and then a two-run base hit. by
Buskirk_' Brui g




