
Amber attended St. Bonaventure H.S. from 2007-2011. She was a thrower on the Track and Field team all four years of high school.  

She currently holds the school record for both shot and discus. Amber’s achievements include back-to-back 1st team All-league in 2010 and 

2011 for both shot and disc and All-county for discus in 2011. Her senior year she placed 1st and CIF prelims for discus, 2nd in shot; 1st in CIF 

Finals for discus, 3rd in CIF Masters for discus and 15th in State for discus which she competed in the day before her graduation. Amber was 

also awarded the Female Tri-Valley league athlete of the year in 2011.  

During her time in high school is when she became educated in the Catholic faith. At the time she was not a practicing Christian and had not 

been baptized. During these years, she attended bible study and youth group activities with her best friend Kritter and was also involved in the 

on-campus club Fellowship of Christian athletes.  

Amber continued her education and athletic career at Ventura College. She became determined to earn a scholarship to a 4-year college and 

her performance greatly displayed this goal. She was back-to-back conference champion in Discus, qualified for state and became an                              

All-American in Discus at the JC level.  

During her time at VC, she began to take her faith more seriously and decided to continue her involvement with Our Lady of the Assumption 

youth ministry. That year, the ministry began a new college bible study which she attends with what would become her closest friends. About 3 

months into the ministry, Amber knew she wanted to become Catholic and receive the Sacraments of Initiation. She joined RCIA with her 

youth minister and was baptized at the Easter Vigil in 2013. She experienced a true change of heart and began living according to her vocation. 

She made the decision to attend Azusa Pacific University, a Christian college, and changed her major to Youth Ministry on a full-ride scholar-

ship. While attending APU, she became the president of Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) and interned at the local Catholic church 

for 2 years. 

At Azusa Pacific University, she competed at a Division II level in Indoor and Outdoor track. She was the PacWest Conference Champ for 

discus in 2016. She learned a new throwing event called the weight throw which would soon become her best event. She became a 3 time All-

American while at APU. Her first All-American title was earned in the weight throw in 2015, followed by the hammer in 2015, and again the 

weight throw in 2016.  

Amber graduated in spring 2016 returned home to begin teaching at Santa Clara High School in the Fall of 2016. She was the head track 

coach for two years and enjoyed sharing her passion of sports with the students. In Summer 2018, she was offered a job at Santa Clara Parish 

as the Youth Minister and Confirmation coordinator. Fall 2020, she was ecstatic to return to her Alma Mater, SBHS, as the Sophomore 

religion teacher and FCA moderator to offer the current students the same opportunities that were given to her. She truly finds joy in her work 

and lives out the infamous quote “Do what you love, and you will never work a day in your life.” 

She currently resides in Oak View, Ca and plans to continue living out her vocation by sharing her passion of sports and faith. 

Amber is being presented tonight by Saint Bonaventure H.S. Assistant Principal for Mission Advancement, her previous coach and current mentor                                   

Mike Herrera. . 
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