NATURE

The prophet Ezekiel scolds God’s chosen people for demanding more than they deserve. Acting
like spoiled children, the Israelites complain when their wicked actions lead logically to negative
consequences. Nature has built-in punishments for bad behavior: laziness leads to unpreparedness;
overwork leads to exhaustion; overindulgence leads to poor health; violence leads to injury. The
natural world brims with corrective countermeasures to our poor choices. Why is it, Ezekiel wonders,
that we become upset when sin leads to predictable and natural punishments?

Animals never object to punishment, only humans. A wounded gerbil wouldn’t shake her fist at
the skies and ask, “Why me?” But as Ezekiel knows, human beings complain constantly. Humans
are supposed to be more logical than animals, yet we irrationally protest natural consequences that
we do not like, such as pain or death. Mysteriously, our bitterness against nature is rooted in our
unique capacity for greatness. Unlike every other creature in the universe, we humans are made in
the image and likeness of God. We may live in the natural world, but God calls us every minute to
supernatural glory. Though we are mortal, God’s mercy has destined us for immortality. Our hearts
long for perfect bliss unlike anything we will ever know on earth. No wonder we demand so much
from God! Preserved for glory as we are, we experience pain when earthly life falls short of our
divine expectations. Jesus shows us the antidote for that pain—service. Though we share in the king-
ship of Christ, we must demonstrate our royalty as Jesus does, by serving others. As Saint Paul tells
us, Jesus is God, yet takes the form of a slave—our slave. The Gospel encourages us to imitate Jesus
in this way. We may object to being a servant at first, and even grumble about it. But God'’s strength
can help us overcome natural objections and enter gracefully into our supernatural role, heirs to the
kingdom of God.

Today’s Readings: Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Phil 2:1-11 [1-5]; Mt 21:28-32
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St. John’s Church St. Augustine’s Chapel
Weekend Mass Weekend Mass
Saturday 5:00pm, Sunday 8:00am and 12pm No Weekend Mass during Covid-19
Weekday Mass
Monday and Wednesday at 9:00am Woodstock Religious Education—Alice Haberski
Tuesday and Thursday at 9:00am Centerville 845-679-7696 (Press 4)
St. John’s Parish Hall—Grades K-8
Penance on Saturday’s 4-4:30pm before 5Spm Mass alicehaberski@sjwoodstock.org

St. John's Parish

WELCOME TO NEW PARISHIONERS! Register online at SJWOODSTOCK.ORG/NEW-MEMBERS
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12 Holly Hills Drive FAX - 845-679-8393 71 Watson Hollow Road
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Twenty-sixth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
September 27, 2020

Have in you the same attitude that is also in
Christ Jesus.

— Philippians 2:5

© 1S, Paluch Co., Ine.

St. Joseph’s Seminary

Second Collection for September 27
St. Joseph’s is the major seminary of the Archdiocese of New
York. Its primary mission is to serve the Church by forming men
for the Catholic priesthood who will hand on the life and tradition
of the Church’s faith in the context of the new evangelization of
the twenty-first century. The Seminary offers a program of human,
spiritual, intellectual, and pastoral formation that is faithful to the
Magisterium of the Catholic Church. Through an integration of
these “pillars of formation”, St. Joseph’s aims to form men accord-
ing to the Heart of Jesus the Good Shepherd.

Your Cardinal’s Appeal gift supports our retired priests.

St. John Vianney Center (pictured) is the
archdiocese’s home for our retired priests. They
live in community, celebrate daily Mass, and
share in a variety of activities on the bank of the
Hudson River. The facilities are designed for
those with limited mobility and feature a 13-bed
enhanced care unit for those requiring specialized
medical assistance and end of life care,

— BECOME A SUSTAINING DONOR TODAY ——

Scan the QR Ok=10]
code with R cardinalsappeal. org

your phone [EHE
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). 4 Friday, September 25

, : & at 6pm,
@@/Zﬂ”@%}z with Bishop Walsh. 3
Please pray for our candidates!
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FAMILIAR INSIGHTS

Spiritual teachers tend to repeat themselves, and to
repeat other teachers. Maybe there really aren’t that
many different truths to tell. Just a lot of slow, sleepy
human beings—Ilike us—who need to hear the basics
over and over. Consider today’s readings.

© J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

7 People complain God isn’t “fair,” and Ezekiel an-
Daniel Hasking & Lacie Callahian swers that God is more than fair. People chf)ose their
Christopher F. Donoghue, Jr. & Angela Vernooy own fates, and people can change. Even evildoers can
illard turn, do right, and live. “Actions speak louder than

words.” A fresh new insight? Hardly.

Paul tells the Philippians that he would truly be en-
couraged if those who claimed to be believers would, in
fact, look to others’ interests and not their own. “The
proof of the pudding is in the eating.” A novel idea? |
don’t think so.

In Jesus’ story of the farmer and his sons, everyone
knows that the one who said he wouldn’t work—but
did—is way ahead of the one who said he would work—
but didn’t. “Talk is cheap.” Heard that before?

- Blessings,
ReSpeC L L?er Fr. Thomas Kiely
Month

o

Life Facts: After conception:
18 days a Baby’s heart beats
8 weeks all organs function
9 weeks has individual fingerprints
10 weeks a baby can feel pain
12 weeks a baby can smile

Added in Aug. Richey

"Remember, Vote for Life. It may be your Own!" - : Kate Berryan Baby Olive
Mother Angelica  Hannah Berryan Fr. Ra.phael
 Nancy Bernard Antonio and Roberta
Action: Join in praying for the protection of hu- Jessica Shultis Barbaro Family
man life on Respect Life Sunday, Oct. 4™, For a list-  : Leilani Robichaux Lem-
ing of parish events including the Life Chain and Ro- i mieux
sary Coast to Coast visit the Respect Life Web- : Dan Dulin

site: https://archny.org/ministries-and-offices/respect Kaylen
-life/events-2/ Heather




Date Time Mass is offered for At the request of

9/26/20 5:00pm Maria Luisa Tinti The Family
9127120 8:00am Deirdra Kelly Patricia O’Brien & Meryl
Meisler

9127120 12:00pm Open Intention

9/28/20 9:00am Open Intention

9/30/20 9:00am Nancy Silvey and Kathy Coppola Pat & John Netter

10/3/20 5:00pm Maria Luisa Tinti The Family

10/4/20 8:00am Open Intention

10/4/20 12:00pm Barbara Farcher Rosane & Charles Farcher

Pray for our Military, especially for
James Mault, Johnathan Schwab, Danny &D %% % [ég 9@@[/
Brennan (Navy), Justine Lamoreux, and
Dartagnan Vanacore

<Military

Thank you for your generosity!
Regular Collection Gifts for 09/27/20: $2,296.00

oo Please be as generous as you can during these difficult times.
A collection basket will placed on the baptismal font.
W Please place your gifts in the basket as you enter or depart Mass.
If you attend a weekday Mass “as your Sunday Mass” please remember to leave your

OFFERING Sunday offertory gift in the basket or
Give online at www.sjwoodstock.org WeShare!

Our Cardinal’s Appeal Goal for 2020 is & sz : " CT&RD INAL’S
$30,000.00

5% ANNUAL APPEAL
: Sharing God’s Gifts

Pledge $12,800 |Paid $12,100 # of Gifts 62 Avg. $206




PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & CONTACT PERSONS

Altar Servers.........cccooevveeveee e Fr. Kiely, 679-7696

Altar Society Christine Molinelli, 679-5332
Baptismal Committee..........................Fr. Kiely, 679-7696
Beautification

ChUICN ... Brian and Joan Hagedorn, 679-7622
Grotto and Outdoor Stations ............ Bob and Lori Biamonte, 679-2239
Bereavement Committee..................... Francine Carmody 679-7205 and
...................................................... Gail Russo 657-8068

Bulletin Jeanine Meisler, 853-3042
Chapel Becki Shultis, 616-3426
Eucharist Ministers/Lectors.............. Bob Dietrich, 657-8556

Food Pantry ...........cccovevievcvien e Guy Oddo, 338-0624

Holiday Food Baskets.........................Diane & Vince Christofora
Holiday Food Baskets Fundraising.....Ann Gregory

Liturgy Committee.............ccccooeee e Sue Curran, 679-8617
Maintenance Committee..................... David Sudlik, 845-332-9037
Music Group Church..............c............ Dave Christi, 430-8040

Music Group Chapel ............cccccc. ... Becki Shultis, 616-3426

Parish Council ...........cccccooevvviiees oo Jennie Konior 336-8059

Parish NUrse ..........ccccooovvvvviee e Colleen Short, 845-802-4147
Pins and Needles...........c.ccccccoeve . Pat Lindtveit, 338- 1720
............................................................... Helen DeVoe, 679-5947
Religious Education K-8.................. Alice Haberski, H 679-6791
Respect Life ........cccocvervrrincniens ceneen Rosemary Cyr 679-6872

Secular Franciscan Order ..................Lorraine Pioli Sciarrino 626-7000
Soup Kitchen ...........ccccoocvieciinn e, Barbara Runz 845-657-4022
Tree of Life ......cccoovverrvencncncne e Dolores Hagedorn 845-679-7607
UShErS ........cooovevviicicescesiees e Guy Oddo, 338-0624

Weddings ........cccooevvvnrininninine e Fr. Kiely 845-679-7696
READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Jb 1:6-22; Ps 17:1bcd-3, 6-7; Lk 9:46-50
Tuesday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a; Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51

Wednesday:  Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Ps 88:10bc-15; Lk 9:57-62

Thursday: Jb 19:21-27; Ps 27:7-9abc, 13-14; Lk 10:1-12

Friday: Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Ps 139:1-3, 7-10, 13-14ab; Mt 18:1-5

Saturday: Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 130; Lk 10:17-24
Sunday: Is 5:1-7; Ps 80:9, 12-16, 19-20; Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time; World Day for Migrants and Refugees;
Priesthood Sunday; Yom Kippur (Jewish day of atonement) begins at sunset

Monday:  St. Lawrence Ruiz and Companions; St. Wenceslaus

Tuesday:  Ss. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, Archangels

Wednesday: St. Jerome; Sukkot (Jewish harvest festival) begins at sunset

Thursday:  St. Thérése of the Child Jesus

Friday: The Holy Guardian Angels; First Friday

Saturday:  Blessed Virgin Mary; First Saturday

“St. Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle. Be our
protection against the wickedness
and snares of the devil”’

-Beginning of the Prayer to St. Michael

St Michael Hre Archhangel

> The leader of heaven's forces in their
triumph over the powers of evil.

saint snippets

Copyright © 2019, Michael Thimons




@‘JNE-‘RAT [0/ HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAY TO:
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* James Alexander 10/3 * Lester Alexander 10/29 * Gina Aliberte 10/24 * Mary Ellen Aliberte 10/15 *
Diana Amato 10/6 * Jeanne Brady 10/3 * Maureen Buckley 10/6 * Frederick Burkhardt 10/5 * Gary
Caraballo 10/31 *Linda Carmody 10/10* Gary Cergol 10/08 * Erica Cerulli 10/14 * Julianne
Christofora 10/13 * Christopher Connolly 10/8 * Deborah Connolly 10/15 * Jennifer Constant 10/8 *
Jamie Corio 10/29 * Kirsten Corio 10/13 * Peter Criscimanga 10/25 * Jenna Cusumano 10/7 * Kathleen
Cyr 10/29 * Arthur Dinapoli 10/26 * Margit Edmundson 10/10 * Charles Farcher 10/5 * Florencia
Fernandez 10/27 * Jacquelyn Fishburne 10/5 * David Foster 10/9 * Alison Fraser 10/23 * True Maria
Fridrich 10/27 * Kathleen Germain 10/10 * Lori Giuditta 10/29 * Beth Giuliano 10/27 * Walter
Grabowski 10/21 * Kevin Haberski 10/6 * Kathryn Haggerty 10/21 * Meghan Hakim 10/15 * Maria
Hollis 10/11 * Matthew Hopp 10/17 * Eric Johnsen 10/24 * Thomas Kahil 10/25 * William Kahmke
10/28 * Shawn Kenly 10/2 * Katelyn Klercker 10/11 * Cassandra Kothe 10/31 * Kostas Leris 10/24 *
Jean Pierre Leroy 10/28 * Elizabeth Lopez 10/24 * Maya Mainieri 10/10 * Kayla Maisenhelder 10/31 *
Justin Martinez 10/20 * Daniel McCabe 10/6 * Daniel Meisler 10/5 * Joe Motzkin 10/4 * John
Mountford III 10/19 * Anthony Nemeth 10/2 * Rian Nichols 10/29 * Eugenia Nuzzo 10/14 * Guy Oddo
10/26 * Jared Panek 10/1 * James Panza 10/17 * Michael Pepitone 10/9 * James Perez-Rogers 10/18 *
Jared Raymond 10/11 * Nicole Roberts 10/10 * Blair Saldanah 10/12 * Patricia Schneider 10/15 * Grisel
Sequinot 10/5 * Janet Spencer 10/9 * Claire Stowe 10/28 * Robert Tumasian 10/30 * Lisa Viannello 10/5
* Robert Waldon 10/12 * Justin Zimmer 10/9 * Erik Zindulka 10/11 *

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:

Mary Ann & Rodney Andrews 10/19
Jeanne & Robert Brady 10/5
Debra & Joseph D’Aprile 10/20
Helen & William Devoe 10/1
Donna & John Dittus 10/13
Rebecca & Brian Evans 10/14
Ann & Ronald Every 10/9
Rosane & Charles Farcher 10/2
Christine & Robert Gorman 10/17
Arlene & George Havens 10/11
Lucinda & Gary Kaiser 10/13
Kathleen & Scott Owitz 10/12
Annie & Glen Patrick 10/9
Janelle & Frederick Perry 10/8
Dianna & Bruce Reynolds 10/14
Edith & Robert Roe 10/11
Mary Ellen & Kim Rury 10/7
Jennifer & David Sudlik 10/27
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