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Dear Friends, 
 

 As we begin the New Year, I would like to share some thoughts about the word of the Lord and its healing power. In reflect-
ing on the events of 2020, the pandemic has caused great difficulty for so many people. Families continue to worry that the 
pandemic will affect their own health, their family’s health, their job state, and much more. Many people express that they are 
living with a weight on their shoulders. Our Lord Jesus is with us in our time of need, and the power of Jesus is 
available to help us. 
 In the gospel of Matthew (8:5-13), a Roman centurion asks Jesus to heal the centurion’s servant 
who is ill. Jesus offers to go with the centurion and visit the servant in person, yet the centurion de-
clares: “Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, only say the word and my servant 
shall be healed.” Following this act of faith, Jesus both praised the faith of the centurion and assured 
him “your servant shall be well.” In this encounter, we realize more clearly what Jesus shows us 
throughout the four gospels: Jesus speaks the word that heals.  
 Moving into the coming year, let us ask the Lord to speak the word that heals. “I do will it, 
be made clean” (Matthew 8:3). “Receive your sight” (Luke 18:42). “Little girl, arise” (Mark 
5:41). “Lazarus, come out!” (John 11:43). The power of Jesus to restore, heal, and give life 
is not a mere parable; rather, the power of Jesus is available to us here and now. I encour-
age each of us to take time daily to bring ourselves before the Lord in prayer and give 
over to him our frustrations, worries, and disappointments. Let us lift up our lives and all 
the people, memories, and situations that need healing. Our prayers do not have to be long 
or complex, but simply sincere: “Speak, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel 3:10).   
 

God bless you all,  
Bishop Michael McGovern 

 



Thank you for your support of our Parish and School  

You can support your Parish with your weekly envelope                               
Sign-up for Online Giving: stmarycentralia.org                                                  

Mail your gift to: St. Mary Parish, 424 E. Broadway, Centralia, IL 62801 

ST. MARY PARISH SUPPORT                                              

Date Time Event/

Contact 

Details 

Every 
Sunday 

 

9:00 a.m.  
until  

 10:15 a.m. 

Vicki Laquet 
 

Parish School of 
Religion (PSR) 

Check schedule for de-
tails of when individual 
classes meet in person 
and classroom location. 

Every 
Sunday 

Following 
10:30 a.m. 

Mass 

Vicki Laquet, CRE 
Rite of Christian 

Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) 

Those interested in join-
ing the Church or who 
seek information are 

invited to join us.  

Every 
Mon-
day 

6:00 p.m. 
Until  

7:00 p.m. 

Scripture Class 
 

Pete Donnelly 

Join us for discussion of 
Holy Scripture, Bible 

reading and more.  

Every 
Mon-
day 

9:00 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. 

Quilting 
 

Sally Tiemann 

St. Lawrence Parish Cen-
ter, until further notice, 

contact Sally  

Saturday, January 16, 2021 
 4:00 p.m. St. Mary’s Church 
   †Sr. Placidia 
   †Danny Darin 
   †Crucephine Pierson 
Sunday, January 17, 2021  
 10:30 a.m.  St. Mary’s Church 
   †Tony & †Sally Rugowski  
Saturday, January 23, 2021 
  4:00 p.m.  St. Mary Church 
   †Michelle Huether 
   †Sr. Ruthilia CSSF 
Sunday, January 24, 2021 
  10:30 a.m.  St. Mary’s Church 
   † Norman Tiemann 

Prayer requests will be listed for one month.  To submit a 
prayer request, please contact, Rene’ at the Parish Office. 

For those who are sick, homebound, in the hospital or 
suffering in any way, especially: Waylon Vick, Ann 

Dunn, Natasha Lang, Susan McTall, Fr. James Margasan, 
Fr. Gary Gummersheimer, Father Joe Rascher, and all 
Covid-19 patients.  

For those in Care Centers, and Specialized Living 
Centers…May they stay safe and healthy.  
 

For those serving in the Armed Forces or away at 
College…May the Holy Spirit guide them.  
 

 

Schedule 
Saturday, January 23rd - St. Mary Church - 4:00 p.m. REGISTER 

Sunday, January 24th - St. Lawrence 8:30 a.m. REGISTER 

Sunday, January 24th - St. Mary Church 10:30 a.m. REGISTER 

Saturday, January 30 - St. Mary Church - 4:00 p.m. REGISTER 

Sunday, January 31st - St. Lawrence 8:30 a.m. REGISTER 

Sunday, January 31st - St. Mary Church 10:30 a.m. REGISTER 

Saturday, February 6th - St. Mary Church - 4:00 p.m. REGISTER 

Sunday, February 7th - St. Lawrence 8:30 a.m. REGISTER 

Sunday, February 7th. - St. Mary Church 10:30 a.m. REGISTER 
 

—— PLEASE NOTE —— 

Thursday Mass for 65 + Over 

will be suspended until February 18, 2021 
 
 

Please call Blanche Flanigan, if you have a prayer 
intention needing to be added to the prayer chain, 

phone 618-532-1153.  The prayer chain also 
needs more prayer warriors if you can volunteer. 

Total of all collections 1/10/21 #  AMOUNT 

Envelopes / Online Giving 68 / 10 $6,006.00 

Loose  $25.00 

Capital Improvements 6 $295.00 

School Support 6 $250.00 

Altar Society 10  $165.00 

New Year’s—Solemnity of  Mary 2 $40.00 

MEMORIALS Danny Darin $150 (Chr)   

TOTAL 102 $,6,781.00 



Message from Father Steve,  
 

 I remember clearly my first visit to Washington, D.C.  I was twelve years of age; my family took a weeklong trip to see our Capital.   Being a 
child, I was stunned at the rotunda's size and the many steps that lead to the entrance.  We had studied about our government and the 
bloodshed by so many persons to gain our freedoms.  Here I was, standing at the very center of that government.  To this day, the images 
are burned into me.  I have cherished the small card, signed by Congressman Kenneth Gray, that allowed my family access to the gallery 
and still have it today.  I have returned a few times; since my former employer's worldwide training center is on the Potomac River.  My feel-
ings never changed.   
 My weekly message usually includes a short narrative on scripture and an inspirational story. This week, I want to address our country's 
violence after the scenes we saw coming from our nation's Capital.  This is a non-political message, each of us has our own political beliefs, 
that is what a free county is all about.  But we cannot support violence, destruction, and threats to the stability of our county.  We have seen 
violence flare throughout our cities for many years. Each of these instances come from distrust in each other.   Since 1993 with the attack on 
the World Trade Center, followed by the Pan Am Lockerbie bombing, to the horrible day on 9-11-2001, our country has been faced with vio-
lence.  These instances are horrific and disturbing, but there was something especially horrifying about the Capital's events on January 6, 
2021.  It brought violence inside the “People’s House,” the pillar of our republic.  
 The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5, 6, and 7) is one of the most detailed teachings of Jesus recorded in the New Testament. In this vital 
Sermon, Jesus Christ laid out the central facets of the way of life He taught His followers. One of the Sermon's central themes on the Mount 
is Christ's expectation that His followers be characterized by peace—not violence or war. In the famous opening to this great Sermon known 
as the Beatitudes, Jesus taught, "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God" (Matthew 5:9). Christ's followers should 
be characterized by living a way that leads to peace—totally the opposite of a life marked by violence and strife.  
 The Christian standard of being a peacemaker is found throughout the New Testament. The apostle Paul wrote that 
Christians are to do whatever possible to "live peaceably with all men" (Romans 12:18). Many scriptures support the 
fundamental truth that Christians are to "pursue peace with all people" (Hebrews 12:14). Today, I encourage each of 
you to pray fervently for peace, understanding, and healing.  As Christians, we follow the teachings of Jesus to em-
brace the qualities of being good Christian.  We take our own cross upon our shoulders and carry forward Jesus’ 
message of peace, and love.  It’s up to us to share this message, especially to pass it onto future generations.   

What advice would you give a man considering 
a vocation to the priesthood? 

The advice I would give is to pray about your calling from God, 
talk to your pastor, and consider having spiritual direction be-
fore you enter the seminary if you feel God is calling you to 
the seminary. Talk to other seminarians as well because they 
are also discerning if being a priest is their vocation. My last 
piece of advice is to not be distracted by the noise of the world 
but to focus on God.  
Christian Collopy, Our Lady of Providence Seminary, 2nd Year Col-
lege Seminarian 

 

We extend our deepest 
condolences on the 
death of Mike Stein-
mann, 68 who passed 
away Saturday, Janu-
ary 9, 2021. Our pray-
ers are with his family 
members as they move 
forward without Mike.  
May he rest in the 
peace of our Lord.  

REMINDER: 
The Parish Office hours are 9am to 4pm Monday 
thru Friday.  Registrations for Mass should be 
made during this time at 532-6291.  The Parish 
Office is not open on the weekends.  Thank You ! 

Please contact either St. Mary or St. 

Lawrence Parish Office to register for 

Mass.  Space is limited.  



   Covid-19 has impacted our way of life, and St. Mary School is not immune.  We 
are working on a comprehensive reopening plan.  St. Mary School provides out-
standing  education for the students. If you are considering making a gift, en-
dowment, memorial or one-time pledge to St. Mary, I’m asking that you consider 

the Student Financial Assistance Fund.  Some of our families have been especially impacted by Covid-19.  Your 
generous gift would assist School families at their time of need. If you need more information please contact Business Manager, Theresa 
Hacker or Father Steve at the Parish Office.  Thank you!  Father Steve 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR JANUARY 24 
Reading 1   Jonah 3: 1—5, 10 
Reading  II   1 Corinthians 7: 29—31  
Gospel         Mark 1: 14—20 

 

Reverend Steven M. Pautler - Pastor  
Parish Trustees -  Greg Schwartz & Patty Williams   

Mrs. Patty Williams - St. Mary School Administrator 
Theresa Hacker - Business Manager 

Vicki Laquet - CRE 
Rene’ Aydt - Parish Secretary / Receptionist 

Patty Williams & Tim Ferguson, School Administrators 
Lynn Featherling - St. Mary School Secretary 

 

 —Pastoral Council—        
 Joan Beguelin, Pete Donnelly, Garrett Ford, Lisa Guthrie, Wayne 
Houser, Nancy Lukasik, Vicki Laquet, Manny Maco, Martina Maco,  

Mary Miller, Greg Schwartz, Nicole Sandahl, Mike Stock, Tina Suarez,  
and Patty Williams.  

 

—Finance Council—                                                                              
Greg Schwartz, Patty Williams,  Dr. Jerry Beguelin,  

Louis Curl, Tom Feig, Jack Graham, Sue Gherardini-Pas,  
Steve Schwartz,  Theresa Hacker. 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

LIVESTREAM  on the 
St. Mary Catholic Church – Centralia, Illinois 

FACEBOOK PAGE 
https://www.facebook.com/TimLFergPhotosStM/  

Thursday 8:30am 65 + Older at St. Lawrence Parish Center 
Saturday (vigil) Mass, St Mary 4:00 p.m.  

Sunday Mass, St. Lawrence 8:30 a.m.  
Sunday Mass, 10:30am 

Sunday Mass will be UPLOADED to our FB Page  

Sacraments & Preparation 
 

Sacrament of Baptism: Attend a Baptismal Preparation Class. At least one 
parent must be a registered active & practicing member of the Parish. 
Please make arrangements by calling the Parish Office.  
 

Sacrament of Matrimony: The engaged couple should contact the Parish 
Office, six months prior to the intended date. 
RCIA:  (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) Please contact Vicki Laquet, 
CRE or Father Steve for information about joining the Church  
 

Anointing of the Sick:  Contact Father Steve or a neighboring Priest.  
Anointing is also available the First Friday of each month following the 
Chapel Mass, and the First  Sunday, (every three months), following the 
10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Mary and 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Lawrence.   

 

 

Please contact the parish  office 
if you or someone you know 

would like Communion brought 
to their home.  Father Steve or a 
minister  will  schedule a time. 

618-532-6291 

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church Bulletin© and The Cardinal Express©  is 
provided for educational use only. Pictures, editorials, and content intended for 
parish and school use may not be copied without the written permission of Saint 
Mary Catholic Parish, 424 E. Broadway, Centralia, IL 62801 

Listening, Discerning and Watching, Coming, Seeing, Finding.  

These words ending in -ing (technically “gerunds”) in the first and 

gospel readings indicate some continuing action.  They point out 

good Christian behaviors as we start this winter time between the 

seasons of Christmas and Lent. Like Samuel, we want to be al-

ways listening for God’s voice, even while needing the help of an-

other for discerning it. Like the Baptist, we want to be watching for 

Jesus moving among us, looking for his activity in surprising ways 

in our midst and, perhaps, the surprising people around us.   

●How am I coming closer to Jesus day by day, week by week?  

●How am I seeing Jesus active in our world? 

●How am I finding myself following Jesus without question?  

https://www.facebook.com/TimLFergPhotosStM/


Sacraments & Preparation 
 

Sacrament of Baptism: Attend a Baptismal Preparation Class. At least one 
parent must be a registered active & practicing member of the Parish. 
Please make arrangements by calling the Parish Office.  
 

Sacrament of Matrimony: The engaged couple should contact the Parish 
Office, six months prior to the intended date. 
RCIA:  (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) Please contact Vicki Laquet, 
CRE or Father Steve for information about joining the Church  
 

Anointing of the Sick:  Contact Father Steve or a neighboring Priest.  
Anointing is also available the First Friday of each month following the Chap-
el Mass, and the First  Sunday, (every three months), following the 10:30 
a.m. Mass at St. Mary and 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Lawrence.   

PRESENTLY ON HOLD 

Join us each 
Monday  

Evening at 
SMS School 

for one hour of 
Bible  Study 

 

6:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Contact Pete Donnelly 

STARTING FEBRUARY 7TH 

CHILD PROTECTION CLASS REFRESHER.   
NOTE:  Those who have already taken the Ini-
tial Class, filled out paperwork and are on the 

"approved - compliant" listing will need to com-
plete this school year’s 2020-2021 Adult Educa-

tion Refresher Course:  
 https://safeandsacred-diobelle.org/login/

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE  FOR THE MONTH  
OF JANUARY BURNS IN MEMORY OF: 

Robert L. & Lorene  
Langenfeld &  
Fish Marcum 

May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithfully departed through 

the mercy of God, rest in Peace. 

Amen. 

In Remembrance of 
Sanctuary Candle, 
 Monthly Memorial 

 
February, Alan & Rosalie Thomas 
March, Elliston & Garnier Families 

April, Schwartz Family 
May, Virobik, Held, Cozadd 
June, Harold “Bud” Miller 

July, Joe Marcum & Hope “Marcum” Harbin 
August, Carolyn Meador & Gene Miller 

September, Gene Uhls 
October, OPEN 

November, OPEN 
December,  Nall, Hollern & Duty Families 

January, OPEN 
 

PLEASE CONTACT RENE’ AT THE  
PARISH OFFICE FOR DETAILS. 

 

618-532-6291 
   

 Bishop McGovern 
provides a weekly 
reflection on his 
Facebook Page. 

You can find it at 
the link below.  He 
has inspirational 

messages to 
share, each week. 

Please visit:  
 

www.facebook.com/
BishopMichaelMcGovern 

SMS PRINCIPAL INTERVIEWS TO  
BEGIN JANUARY 20th. 

 
We presently have candidates for the Principal Position for SMS. If you know 
of anyone who would like to apply, inform them of the opening.  Candidates 
must be willing to assume the responsibility for the day-to-day administration 
of the school as well as assist in developing long range goals. Candidates 
should possess excellent communication skills and an enthusiasm for devel-
oping and maintaining relationships. Ability to grow an academic program 
and Catholic identity is a must. A minimum of five years educational experi-
ence or equivalent, and a commitment to pursue a certification as a School 
Administrator, is required.  Send resume to: Father Steven Pautler, 424 E. 
Broadway, Centralia, IL 62801 or email:  fr.steve@stmarycentralia.org.   

 It’s cold outside!  Brrrrr, I am 
ready for some warm weather, I 
need to visit my cousin cats living in 
the tropics.  Continuing my antics at 
the parish office has become my 
routine.  Each morning, Vicki, a big 
cat, collects me from my nice warm 
bed, puts me in a tin can and we roll 
all the way to the office. I am going 
to drive that tin can someday, and  
take it right to  Florida. 
   When I get to the office, first 
thing I always make sure the office 
is safe from pesty critters. Some 
might have  found their way in over- 
night.  You never know—big cats 
see a tiny mouse and they scream 
and get on chairs.  Not me, I take 
care of the problem!   Then it’s time 
for a good snack.  
 Big cats are funny,  they think 
they are the boss, well they better 
think again. Without me nothing 
would get done.   I always take  a 
nap, while I wait for Father Steve.  
He needs help chasing the mouse 
around on a white wall.  He never 
catches it, but I do!  I am so helpful! 

Meow!   
Have a brrrrrr-fantastic day!  Gracie 

mailto:fr.steve@stmarycentralia.org


PREGNANCY CARE CENTER 
BABY BOTTLES 

Due to COVID we were unable to give bottles out 
Mother’s Day to Father’s Day in 2020.  The new 
plan was Thanksgiving to Christmas but with the 
holiday chaos that did not work for us here at St. 
Mary.  So, bottles will be distributed this weekend 
with a return date of Valentine’s Day, Sunday, 
February 14.  Please take one from the basket at 
the main entrance of you wish.  The insert says 
December 20, 2020, but please return by Febru-
ary 14, 2021.  As always fill with change, cash or 
check.  Thanks for your generosity. 

“RACIAL HARMONY PRAYER SERVICE:   
You are invited to attend a special Ecu-
menical Prayer Service for racial harmo-
ny in connection with observance of the 
birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.  The service will  be held at the Ca-
thedral on Sunday, January 17, 2021 at 

2:00 PM.  Bishop Michael McGovern will deliver the 
sermon.  Since seating will be limited, please contact 
St. Augustine of Hippo Church at 618-274-0655 to 
reserve a seat.  This event is being sponsored by the 
Diocesan Racial Justice and Equity initiative.”  

PLEASE NOTE: During cold weather, the digital thermometer 
is showing low temperature.  This is due to your skin being 
exposed to the cold air.  Please check your temperature be-
fore you arrive for Mass. Remember to contact the Parish 
Office and register for the Mass you plan to attend.  With our 
move back to our Church building, space is limited.  We are 

also in need of individuals to assist with 
sanitizing after Mass.  Please call the Par-
ish office by Wednesday of each week to 
register!   
 

TO REGISTER:  
618-532-6291 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

January 18 NO SCHOOL (MLK Day) 
January 19...6pm PTO Meeting 

January 20...5pm School Board meeting 
January 21...6pm Pastoral Council Meeting 
February 6...Communal Blessing of Throats 

February 17…Ash Wednesday 

Parishioner Jo Dene Nall will turn 90 YEARS 

YOUNG on January 31.  Her family has asked 

that we surprise her by having birthday cards 

mailed to her for this special day:  They can be 

mailed to:   

Mrs. Jo Dene Nall, P O Box 99 
Centralia, IL  62801 

 

Parishioner Mary Mann will turn 90 YEARS 

YOUNG on February 9.  Her family has asked 

that we surprise her by having birthday cards 

mailed to her for this special day:  They can be 

mailed to:   

Mrs. Mary Mann, 5 Orchard Drive 
Centralia, IL 62801 

Mater Dei Honor Roll 
2nd Quarter & 1st Semester 

 

Congratulations to our  
Parishioners who have achieved 

High Honors at Mater Dei! 
 

Cecilia Havrilka 
Matthew Wolden 

Olivia Wolden 



Jan 4 
 Dave Knowles – Centralia 

Pat Kuder - Centralia 
 
 
 

Jan 11 
 Jo Warren - Centralia 

Linda Moergen - Centralia 

am – Centralia 
 

Jan 18 
Pearl Fark – Centralia 
Tai Kasban – Ashley 

Jan 25 
LeeRoy Roper – Sandoval 

Betty  

SPREHE  
SCHOLARSHIPS 

Sprehe Scholarship applications are 
available for members of St. Mary Par-
ish at the Centralia Branch of the US 

Bank Wealth Management for the 2021 – 2023 Kaskaskia 
College Scholarships and the 2021 – 2022 Baccalaureate 
Scholarships.  Baccalaureate applicants must be Kaskaskia 
College graduates who are attending or will be attending a 
four-year university.  You may contact Pam Prather at the US 
Bank at her direct line 618-545-1219 or by e-mail pame-
la.prather@usbank.com to make arrangements for receiving 
an application.  The Bank Lobby may be closed.  All applica-
tions are to be returned to Pam Prather at the US Bank in 
Centralia no later than Tuesday, March 9, 2021.  Applications 
may be dropped off at the Drive-Up Facility.  If the envelope 
is too bulky, the application can be placed in the Night De-
pository.  The envelope must be clearly marked to Pam Pra-
ther’s attention.  

Volume 1 

Issue 24 

mailto:pamela.prather@usbank.com
mailto:pamela.prather@usbank.com


Select Size 
 

❑ $250.00  (2 x 6)   
❑ $175.00   (2 x 4)  
❑ $135.00 (2 x 3)   
❑ $90.00   (1 x 2) 
❑ $50.00   (1 x 1) 

  

St. Mary Parish Bulletin Supporter 
Please complete, and mail, drop off or email  to: St. 
Mary Parish, 424 E. Main Street, Centralia, IL 62801  

email: bulletin@stmaryparish.org  
Or call 618-532-6291 

 

❑ Business                 ❑ Organization                         

❑ Individual   

Name 

________________________________________ 

Contact__________________________________ 

Address _________________________________ 

Email:___________________ 

Phone___________________ 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

“What are you looking for?” In the Gospel of John 1:35-42, 
Jesus questions the disciples in what becomes the founda-
tion of John’s Gospel written for all who seek.  We are the 
seekers! The disciples answer Jesus’s question with a ques-
tion, “where are you staying?” With a “come and see” re-
sponse, the disciples found the truth in Christ; that He really 
is the Messiah. That is the joy we also feel when we turn to 
Him and experience His love and mercy. We realize that only 
He can truly fill us, truly sustain us, truly forgive us and wipe 
the slate clean. Learn, Act, Connect and Pray- What is it 
you are looking for?  Jesus knows what are you deepest 
longings, the prayers in your heart are lifted up to the 
Lord.  We must guide ourselves to avoid the “wrong places” 
that leave us empty; that  do not truly satisfy our hearts.  By 
seeking Him, by  placing our trust in Him, we can truly pray 
that the Lord will help us to see that He is always the answer.  


