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In memory of Father Dale, our 
Parish is accepting donations 
to be sent to Alice Maxfield for 
her needs.  If you would like to 

donate, place your gift in an 
envelope and mark it “Father 
Dale.”  You can place it in the 
collection basket, drop it off at 
the office, or mail it to St. Mary 

Parish 424 E. Broadway,  
Centralia, IL 62801 

 May is the Month that we honor our 
Mother Mary.  During the Saturday, May 
8, 2021, 4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass, the tradi-
tional Crowning of Mary will take place.  
The First Communion Class will re-
ceive  the Brown Scapular of Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel. 
  Given by Our Lady herself to the 
Carmelite friar, St. Simon Stock, with 
special promises to its wearers, the 
brown scapular is a sign of devotion and 
personal consecration to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.    

There have been some interest in 
moving the Saturday, (Vigil) Mass 

back to 5:00 p.m. during the summer 
months.  This weekend, please indi-
cate your preference.  The Summer 

Mass schedule would run from  
Memorial Day Weekend May 29th -

Labor Day Weekend September 6th. 
You can also share your thoughts on 

our webpage: stmarycentralia.org 

The interview committee has accepted four applications for Prin-
cipal.  I was hoping to announce our Principal this weekend, but 
we are tying up some loose ends.  Father Steve 

Through the Diocese of Belleville, “Adopt a Seminarian Program”, Santa 
Maria 4th Degree assembly adopted our newest seminarian, Ben Baker, from 
Noble, Illinois.  Ben will begin seminary this fall.  Pictured is FN Luke Purcell, 
(Salem), Seminarian Ben and Father Steve, Faithful Friar.  



Thank you for your support of our Parish and School  
You can support your Parish with your weekly envelope                               

Sign-up for Online Giving: stmarycentralia.org                                                  

Date Time Event/

Contact 

Details 

Every 
Sunday 

 

9:00 a.m.  
until  

 10:15 a.m. 

Vicki Laquet 
 

Parish School of 
Religion (PSR) 

Check schedule for de-
tails of when individual 
classes meet in person 
and classroom location. 

Every 
Sunday 

Following 
10:30 a.m. 

Mass 

Vicki Laquet, CRE 
Rite of Christian 

Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) 

Those interested in join-
ing the Church or who 
seek information are 

invited to join us.  

Every 
Mon-
day 

6:00 p.m. 
Until  

7:00 p.m. 

Scripture Class 
HAS RESUMED 

Pete Donnelly 

Join us for discussion of 
Holy Scripture, Bible 

reading and more.  

Every 
Mon-
day 

9:00 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. 

Quilting 
 

Sally Tiemann 

St. Lawrence Parish 
Center, until further no-

tice, contact Sally  

Prayer requests will be listed for one month.  To submit a 

prayer request, please contact, Rene’ at the Parish Office. 

For those who are sick, homebound, in the hospital or 
suffering in any way, especially: Waylon Vick, Ann Dunn, 

Natasha Lang, Susan McTall,  Fr. Gary Gummersheimer, Fr. 
Joe Rascher, Mary Williams, and all Covid-19 patients.  

For those in Care Centers, and Specialized Living 

Centers…May they stay safe and healthy.  

For those serving in the Armed Forces or away at 

College…May the Holy Spirit guide them.  
 

 

Please call Mary Miller, if you have a prayer intention needing to 

be added to the prayer chain, phone 618-292-1229.  The prayer 

chain also needs more prayer warriors if you can volunteer. 

 
Saturday, May 1, 2021 
 4:00 p.m. St. Mary’s Church 
   †Linda Bauer 
     †Juan Mosqueira & †America de Mosqueira 
Sunday, May 2, 2021  
  10:30 a.m. St. Mary’s Church 
   †Charlie Holthaus 
Tuesday, May 4, 2021 
  12:00p.m. St. Mary’s Hospital 
   †Fr. Dale Maxfield 
Saturday, May 8, 2021 
  4:00 p.m.  St. Mary Church 
   †Danny Darin 
   †Megan Neff 
Sunday, May 9, 2021 
  10:30 a.m.  St. Mary’s Church 
   † Barb Steele 
   †Shirley Merrell 
   †Bud Miller, †Lawrence & †Agnes Goebel 
      
     

ST. MARY PARISH SUPPORT                                              

Total of all collections 4/25/21 #  AMOUNT 

Envelopes / Online Giving 72 / 9 $5,912.00 

Loose  $71.00 

Capital Improvements 12 $435.00 

School Support 4 $285.00 

Holy Land 3 $40.00 

Catholic Relief Services 1 $5.00 

Seminarian Education 1 $15.00 

TOTAL 102 $6,763.00 

PRAYER TO ST. JOSPEH 
 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her 
trust; with you Christ became man.  Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. Obtain for 
us grace, mercy, and courage, and defend us from every evil.  



THE SANCTUARY CANDLE  FOR THE MONTH  
OF MAY BURNS IN MEMORY OF: 

Virobik, Held & 
Cozadd Families 

May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithfully departed 

through the mercy of God, 

 rest in Peace. Amen. 

Sanctuary Candle Monthly Memorial  
In Loving Memory of our Loved Ones 

 

June 2021  
Harold “Bud” Miller 

 

July 2021 
Joe Marcum &  

Hope “Marcum” Harbin 
 

August 2021  
Carolyn Meador & Gene Miller 

 

September 2021  
Gene Uhls 

 

October 2021 
Dave Schwartz 

 

November 2021 
Harold “Pete” Aydt 

 

December 2021 
Nall, Hollern & Duty Families 

 

January 2022 
Corinno & Anna Leeta Darin 

 

February 2022 
Alan & Rosalie Thomas 

 

March  2022 
Elliston & Garnier Families 

 

April May June July  
OPEN 

 
August 2022 

Verdeyen & Willenborg Families 
 

PLEASE CONTACT 
 RENE’ AT THE PARISH  
OFFICE FOR DETAILS. 

 

618-532-6291 

Reflection on the death of Fr. Dale, 
 

     A woman in her 80’s walked into the church. The friendly usher greeted her at the door and helped her up the flight of steps. “Where 

would you like to sit?” he asked politely. “The front row please,” she answered. “You don’t want to do that,” the usher said. “Father is boring.” 

“Do you happen to know who I am? I’m his mother,” she declared indignantly. “Do you know who I am?” the usher asked. “No,” she said. 

“Good,” he answered.  I try my best not to “be boring” during my homilies.  I have shared with the parishes that my brother Brian is known to 

start coughing when I go too long or get off-topic.  Some of the best conversations I had about our faith were not heard inside the Church. 

They usually happen in some you would not except.  As a teen, I was hired by my local Knights of Columbus to clean the building each 

week.  Many times, I would forget to lock the building.  I would hear this old 1950’s VW microbus pull up and stop.  Out would hop, Father 

Joe Sense, a priest from a rural church, where I lived. He would pop his head in the door, “you open.?”  How can I say no to a priest, “come 

on in, Father!” He was always dressed in a cassock; he wore tennis shoes, and his big toe would protrude for a tear in the shoe.  He was an 

amazing priest and a devoted fan of STAG beer (Belleville Budweiser as it is known). He would drink a few beers, me a soda, and we would 

talk and chat.  The subject always seemed to drift to religion.  He could bring the bible to life and explain scripture so that it was clear and 

understandable.  He was also the chaplain at Menard Correctional Center; little did I know that I would someday be a 

Volunteer Chaplain at the same institution.   

    I particularly remember him explaining the Gospel we heard today, of the grower and vine.  In his Sunday homilies, 

which seldom exceeded five minutes, he explained scripture so that his mostly rural parishioners could grasp it.  After 

his passing in 1990, it was revealed how frugal Father was.  We now have the Sense Residence for retired priests 

and a beautiful new Church, St. Mary Divine Mercy, in Ellis Grove through his legacy. Father Sense influenced my 

life in a way I would never expected.  He helped to nurture that seed, that turned into a vine, that brought forth fruit. 

Fr. Steve 

Centralia K of C Council Meeting Date Change 

The next meeting of Centralia Council #1025 will be held on  
Tuesday, May 11, 2021.  It begins at 7:00 p.m. in the SMS Cafe-

teria. Have you ever considered becoming a mem-
ber of the Knights of Columbus? We are the largest 
worldwide  Catholic Fraternal Organization. For in-
formation contact Greg Schwartz 618-322-9659 or 

visit the link http://www.kofc.org 



SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR MAY 9 
Reading 1   Acts 1: 25—26, 34—35, 44—48 
Reading  II   1 John 4: 7—10 
Gospel         John 15: 9—17 

Reverend Steven M. Pautler - Pastor  
Parish Trustees -  Greg Schwartz & Patty Williams   

Mrs. Patty Williams - St. Mary School Administrator 
Theresa Hacker - Business Manager 

Vicki Laquet - CRE 
Rene’ Aydt - Parish Secretary / Receptionist 

Patty Williams & Tim Ferguson, School Administrators 
Lynn Featherling - St. Mary School Secretary 

 

 —Pastoral Council—        
 Joan Beguelin, Pete Donnelly, Garrett Ford, Lisa Guthrie, Wayne 
Houser, Nancy Lukasik, Vicki Laquet, Manny Maco, Martina Maco,  

Mary Miller, Greg Schwartz, Nicole Sandahl, Mike Stock, 
and Patty Williams.  

 

—Finance Council—                                                                              
Greg Schwartz, Patty Williams,  Dr. Jerry Beguelin,  

Louis Curl,  Jack Graham, Sue Gherardini-Pas, Dr David Knowles, Dan 
Laquet, Steve Pigg, Nancy James Rodney Resch, Theresa Hacker. 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

LIVESTREAM  on the 
St. Mary Catholic Church – Centralia, Illinois 

FACEBOOK PAGE 
https://www.facebook.com/TimLFergPhotosStM/  

 

Thursday 8:30am 65 + Older at St. Lawrence Parish Center 
Saturday (vigil) Mass, St. Mary 4:00 p.m.  

Sunday Mass, St. Lawrence 8:30 a.m.  
Sunday Mass, 10:30am 

Sunday Mass will be UPLOADED to our FB Page  

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church Bulletin© and The Cardinal Express©  is 
provided for educational use only. Pictures, editorials, and content intended for 
parish and school use may not be copied without the written permission of Saint 
Mary Catholic Parish, 424 E. Broadway, Centralia, IL 62801 

Bearing Much Fruit. It is the start of May and, in the northern 

hemisphere, some of us are about spring planting. The tasks today 

look to future fruit and vegetables. By analogy, God is the garden-

er. We are the branches, the seeds, the fruit. To be healthy, we let 

ourselves be tilled around, watered, weeded.  

●Because of how I behave now, how will I be tomorrow and in the 

future?  

●What tending work will I let God do to me?  

●What can I do to be a more fruitful Christian? 

 
 
“When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, 
but they were afraid of him, not believing that he was a disci-
ple.” In Reading 1 from Acts of the Apostles, we are aware of the 
conversion that Saul, now Paul encountered on the road to Damas-
cus, when he encountered the Risen Christ. Christ implored him to 
stop persecuting Jewish followers of Jesus. Barnabas spoke on be-
half of Saul, later Paul, and opened up a dialogue that no one in the 
circle of the disciples was expecting.  Barnabas took Saul under his 
wing and gave him a proper introduction and a proper welcome into 
the Jewish Christian community. Learn, Act, Connect and Pray- In 
the Gospels, we see that Jesus is deeply involved with the concerns 
of individual people, not entities of power.  Jesus teaches us to take 
the same path, the path of dialogue.  Who can we begin to really talk 
and listen to here in our own community?  We are called to engage 
in subsidiarity, working with people and communities nearest to a 
problem and encourage them as they work to devise a solu-
tion.  Guide our efforts, Lord, to truly help serve the needs of the 
poor and the oppression, not for our sake, but for theirs. change the 
world.  

Sympathy is extended to the family and 

friends of Maggie Irwin who passed away 

on Saturday, April 17, 2021, and will have 

a Mass of Christian Burial at St. Mary on 

Saturday, May 1.  Eternal rest grant unto 

her, O Lord,  and let perpetual light shine 

on her.  May her soul and all the souls of 

the faithfully departed rest in peace.  AMEN 

 PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
 

Gracious God, You have called us through Baptism to discipleship, believing in your 
Son, Jesus Christ, who has sent us to bring the Good News of salvation to the 
world. We pray to you, asking that you grant us more priests and religious who will 
help us build up your Church in the Diocese of Belleville and the world. Stir up the 

grace of a religious vocation in the hearts of many of our youth. Grant to them the 
willingness and generosity to give of themselves in service to our Lord Je-
sus and his people. May a new generation of priests, deacons, sisters and 
brothers be a sign of your presence among us. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus the Lord. Amen. 

https://www.facebook.com/TimLFergPhotosStM/


Monday  
Evening at SMS 

School for one hour of 
Bible  Study 

 

6:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Contact Pete Donnelly 

“As a teenager, I struggled to find 
my identity and purpose.  I had a 
loving family and great friends, 
and I was a motivated student, 
yet I felt lost and empty.  I had 
this gnawing desire to be whole.  
Everything changed when I en-
countered the Lord at a confirma-
tion retreat.  He spoke to my 
deepest desires, and for the first 
time, I felt at home with myself 
and the world.  At the foot of the 
cross, I discovered that I am 
loved and known from all eterni-
ty.  That same gaze of Christ 
crucified now calls me to respond 
to his love with love through the 
path of the holy cross.”  Sr. Viet 
Oanh Nguyen; Lovers of the Holy 
Cross Columbia Magazine, De-
cember 2020 

VOCATIONS CORNER  

ONLINE REGISTRATION FOR MASS 
IS NOW AVAILABLE  

 

With the recent launch of our new webpage format, regis-
tration for Mass has gotten much easier.  You can sign-up 

for Mass, and secure a seat a week in advance.  Simply 
go to stmarycentralia.org and click the “Mass Registra-

tion Tab” you can also email us at: 

(www.parish@st.marycentralia.org) 
 

However, cut off for online Mass registration is Friday at Noon; that 
is when Vicki leaves for the day and she does not check it from 

home.  After noon, and until 4pm, you will need to call the office.  
Please remember that we are not open on the weekend, so Mon-
day through Friday 9 to 4 are the only options to register.  Thank 

you.   
 

NOTE: PLEASE PICK-UP A RITUAL GUIDE FOR 
THE EASTER SEASON AND BRING IT BACK WITH 

YOU EACH WEEK! 

CATHOLIC RADIO  

To encourage and continue to 
enrich your spiritual journey 

throughout the Easter sea-
son, listen to Catholic radio,  

100.9 FM.   

SAVE THOSE TREASURES, 
COLLECTABLES, AND 

SLIGHTLY USED STUFF… 
 

ITEM DROP OFF BEGINS 
JUNE 6TH AFTER THE  

10:30 A.M.  SUNDAY MASS 
 

Centralia Area, Grandparents Support Group 
A new support group has been formed in Centralia for Grandpar-

ents that find themselves in estranged relationships with their 
grandchildren.  The goal is to be a support to one another and learn 

positive coping mechanisms that others have used in their own 
situations.  The extreme importance of confi-
dentiality will be addressed at the beginning  

of  every meeting.  
 

The new group will meet on the first Monday of 
every month at 6:00 p.m. — First Christian 

Church, 205 S. Elm Street, Centralia. If further 
information is requested please email: 

famhis1987@charter.net 

Warm inside, warm out-
side...where should I go?  Well 

they won’t let me go outside 
even though I have had my eye 

on a squirrel who thinks our 
porch is open territory.  So, 

Sister will stay inside watching 
and waiting and alert the tall 

cats if the squirrel makes any 
sudden moves and keep track 
of the tall cats by circling the 

office and peeking in each one 
to make sure they are busy and 
reporting to Father Steve any   
cat naps (OH, that would be 
me).  I have my own bed and 

treats and toys at the office, so I 
am quite at home there and I 
love to lay on all the desks 

which I  now feel are my desks.  
Ciao & Meow  
Sister Gracie 



Dear Friends, 
 

     One of my favorite passages of scripture is the Fifteenth chapter of John¹s gospel in which Christ declares I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Jesus wants us to "remain" or "abide" in him, so that his life flows into us who are the branches grafted onto the vine, Jesus Christ. 
What does it mean for us to "abide" in Jesus? Abiding means being in love with Jesus; being at ease with Jesus; finding my strength in Jesus, and 
being ready to share with others why Jesus is in my life. Perhaps in prayer we can simply ask: "Teach me Jesus what it is to live in you, and for 
you to live in me." 
     The gospel passage in John also includes our Lord speaking about the vine grower pruning some of the branches. Pruning is a familiar image 
with both negative and positive connotations. The negative would be a dry branch, lacking the vital sap, bearing no fruit; this branch the vine grow-
er cuts off and tosses. The positive sense of pruning is when the vine grower prunes a living, healthy branch not as a hostile act. Rather the vine 
grower has confidence in the branch; he expects much of the branch and knows the branch can bear much fruit. 
A similar dynamic happens on the spiritual plane: often God intervenes in our lives and introduces the cross. This does not mean God is upset with 
us.  Rather the cross "prunes" our lives, leading us to let go of what is unimportant and focus on what is essential.  For instance, our lives can have 
too many things, innumerable interests and hobbies. When we spread ourselves too thin, when we are too widely dispersed, we will not be out-
standing in anything. The cross "prunes" our excesses and we are led to chose priorities. 
     Christ the True Vine gives us the courage to make choices in which we set aside some secondary interests and concentrate on what is primary. 
Leonardo da Vinci was a great artist who made a fascinating distinction between painting and sculpting. In painting, the artist adds more to 
the work, more paint and color on the canvas. Da Vinci loved sculpting and noted that sculpture is the art of removing, as the artist 
chisels away the excess marble.  Christians who are branches being pruned, understand the art of removing. The cross leads us to 
remove desires, ambitions, projects and tendencies that spread us so thin and do not let us finish anything. 
So what will be the yield once we are pruned? What will be the fruit?  Love, commitment, courage, endurance and ordinary, daily 
kindness and compassion. These will be the rich yield if we allow Christ¹s life to flow through us and enter into the experience of 
pruning with great trust in the Lord.  May the Risen Lord help us as we allow his divine life to coarse through us, making us fruit 
-bearing branches to the glory of God. 
 

Bishop Michael McGovern 

Ralph & Bernice Sprehe  
St. Mary Parish/

Kaskaskia College 
Scholarship 2021 Awards 

 

     The Sprehe Scholarship Trust recently se-
lected five St. Mary parishioners to receive 
scholarships for their collegiate studies during 
the 2021 – 2022 academic school year.   
 

     Alma Pahuamba, Enrique Villagomez and 
Tess Timmons were selected as recipients 
for a Kaskaskia College full-tuition scholar-
ship. Each scholarship is valued up to 
$4,352.00 for the 2021 – 2022 year. 
 

     Hunter Martin, the recipient of a 4-Year 
Ralph Sprehe Memorial Scholarship was 
awarded a $15,000.00 scholarship for the 
2021 – 2022 year for his junior year in col-
lege.   
 

     The Sprehe Scholarships are awarded 
from a perpetual trust established by a gener-
ous gift from Ralph and Bernice Sprehe to as-
sist parishioners of St. Mary Church in obtain-
ing a college education.  The Sprehe Scholar-
ship Trust will distribute up to $28,056.00 to 
St. Mary parishioners this next school 
year. 

Mid-life Singles:  Are you looking for a 

renewed sense of connection & purpose 

during this pandemic? Register today for a 

life-changing REFLECT Catholic weekend 

retreat at King’s House Retreat Center, 

Belleville, (20 min from downtown St. Louis), on June 4-6, 

2021. Take a chance and get involved... you won't regret 

it!  Cost is $210 including meals and a single room. Visit 

www.ReflectRetreat.com, e-mail reflect.stlouis@gmail.com, or 

call (314) 283-0044 for details.  

 

 

 

As you make plans for summer vacation, remember your marriage 
NEVER takes a vacation. Help your marriage sacrament stay re-
freshed and full of energy by getting it recharged at a virtual World-
wide Marriage Encounter Experience.  Upcoming Experiences in-
clude: 
May 6 - June 17, 2021 (one evening per week- Thursdays) - ENG-
LISH - for more information contact:     Jim & Kris McCulloch, 630-

577-0778, or to apply go to    wwme.org 

May 28 - May 30, 2021 - SPANISH - for more information contact: 

Oscar y Flor Escobar, 778-834-5974, Flor10molina@gmail.com, 

Tito y Silvya Zapata, 604-306-0474, Silvya1@hotmail.com 

http://www.ReflectRetreat.com
mailto:reflect.stlouis@gmail.com
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Scrip cards available in the office: Alongi, AMC, Auto-

Zone, Chilis, Dominos, Dunken Donuts, Krispy Kreme, Piz-

za Hunt, Red Robin, Taco Bell 

Apr 5 
Dawn Grafton– Salem 

Pamela Logullo - Centralia 
 

Apr 12 
Angie Hanson - Marion 

Mary Jane Gierten - Patoka 
 

Apr 19 
Marcia Irvin—Bonnie 

Greg Crouch—Centralia 
 

Apr 26 
Lee Roy Roper - Sandoval        

Woody Thorne - Makanda                       

The  school will no longer be accepting soup labels or 
others associated with the LABELS FOR EDUCATION 
PROGRAM as the program has been discontinued.  
Thanks to all who have helped us out in the past. 

Join us for the 25th Annual St. Mary School 
PTO Golf Tournament. 
$280 a team (4 man scramble) 
Skins game, Lunch, and Drinks included with 
entry fee. To register your team... 
-Call the Parish Office at 532-6291 
Thank you to all of you who support us every 

It’s so wonderful seeing our alumni getting involved in com-
munity activities.  Manuela and Lola stopped by to drop off 
some donations for the Centralia Youth Commission annual 
canned Food Drive.   



    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

The 2021 Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal 
Whoever believes in me will do the works that I do…   -

John 14:12 
“With confidence in the Lord, I am turning to you today asking for your 

support of this year’s Catholic Service and Ministry Appeal.  My hope is that 
your generous response will help our ministries grow and the compassion 
of Jesus will be experienced more profoundly in our communities.”  -Bishop 
Michael McGovern    Please consider making your gift today! 

CEMETERY 
COMMITTEE 

We are presently seeking pa-
rishioners who would be inter-
ested serving on the Cemetery 
Committee.  The committee is 
responsible for the long-term 
management of Calvary Ceme-
tery.  Please contact Greg 
Schwartz 618-322-9659 or the 
Parish Office 618-532-6291 if 
you are interested in serving 
on the committee.  

As the mowing season approaches, please remember to  
remove any decorations that are not attached to the stones.  

This makes it so much easier for the mowing crew, thank you. 


