
SMS CALENDAR 
 WINNERS 

 
 

February 6, 2023 
 

Teresa Boyce - Centralia  
Annette Shores - Centralia 

 

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)  - CYCLE 

O God, who teach us that 
you abide in hearts that 
are just and true, grant 
that we may be so fash-

ioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleas-
ing to you. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your 

Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for 

ever and ever AMEN 

  February 12, 2023 

Parish Family of St. Mary, Centralia & St. Lawrence, Sandoval  

424 E. Broadway                                    
Centralia, Illinois 62801                                                                        

(618) 532-6291  
 

 SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME - CYCLE A 

H 
Y 
m 
n  
s 

SCRIPTURE 
February 12, 2023 

 

Sirach 15:15-20 
Psalm: 119:1-2,4-5,17-18,33-34 

1 Corinthians: 2:6-10 
Matthew 5:17-37  

 

 

#672, O God, Our Help in Ages Past. 
#702, Prayer of St. Francis. 
#786, I Received the Living God 
#629. We are the Light of the World.    
Readings # 940 

SCRIPTURE 
February 19, 2023 

 

Leviticus: 19:1-2,17-18 
 Psalm:. 103:1-2,3-4,8,10,12-13; 

1 Corinthians: 3:16-23 
 Matthew: 5:38-48  

Sixth Sunday  
of Ordinary Time 

SUNDAY MASS 
 

St. Mary (Vigil) 4:00 p.m. 
St. Lawrence - 8:30 a.m. 

St. Mary - 10:30 a.m. 
 

RECONCILIATION 
 

St. Mary (Vigil)  
3:15 p.m. - 3:50 P.M. 

 

St. Lawrence (Sunday) 
8:00 a.m. - 8:20 a.m. 

 

Or by appointment 
618-532-6291 x(307) 

 

 

If you are in need  
of a priest while  
Fr. Steve is on  

vacation, please 
contact Msgr. Darin 
or Fr. Nick Junker, 

St. Mary, Mt. Vernon  
618-244-1559  

There are presently five 
portable hearing devices 

available that you may 
use if you need assis-

tance with hearing.  
Please see Bill Broda at 

the 4:00 p.m. Mass or 
Tom Holle at the 10:30 

a.m. Sunday Mass.  

If you would like to include 
an article in the March - Illi-

nois Central Newsletter 
please submit your entry by 

February 20, 2023.  Since 
Father Steve is gone, we will 
be working on a tight dead-

line to meet our March 1, 
2023 publication date!  Send 

articles, pictures, etc. to: 
steve9960@hotmail.com 



ST. MARY PARISH SUPPORT (2/5/2023) 

Weekly Envelopes $6044.00 

Online Giving Weekly Envelopes 2349.79 

Loose  294.41 

SMS School  Support 223.00 

Altar Society 25.00 

Building Fund 260.00 

Other - Diocese 20.00 

Messenger 325.00 

Total Gifts Received $9541.20 

visit: stmarycentralia.org 

Thank you for supporting 
 St. Mary Parish and School 

 

You may place your envelope in  
the basket at St. Lawrence or St. Mary and  

Your gift will be credited to you. 

 Saturday, February 11, 2023 (Vigil) 
  4:00 p.m. St. Mary Church  
   † America Mosqueira & Sons, Juan, Jorge 
Sunday, February 12, 2023 
  8:30  a.m. St. Lawrence  Church 
    † Harry & Josephine Rohner  † Jack & Carolyn Seats  
    10:30 a.m. St. Mary Church 
   †  Harold “Bud” Miller † Lawrence & Agnes Goebel 
Tuesday, February 14, 2023 (NO MASS) 
  12:00 p.m. St. Mary Hospital Chapel  
  Wednesday, February 15, 2023((NO MASS)  
  8:30 a.m. St. Mary Church  
Thursday, February 16, 2023 (NO MASS) 
  8:30 a.m. - St. Lawrence Church  
Friday, February 17, 2023 (NO MASS) 
    8:30 a.m. St. Mary Chapel 
Saturday, February 18, 2023 (Vigil) 
  4:00 p.m. St. Mary Church  
   †  Shirley Merrell 
Sunday, February 19, 2023 
  8:30  a.m. St. Lawrence  Church 
    † Margie Pautler † Teddy Holstlaw  
    10:30 a.m. St. Mary Church 
   † Jack Mann   † Roy Szatkowski 
 FACULTY POSITION AT SMS 

St. Mary School in Centralia, IL, a PreK-8 pa-
rochial school, is looking for a 5th/6th grade 
teacher for the 2023-2024 school year. The 
ideal candidate is someone who is properly 
licensed or has a bachelor’s degree seeking 

licensure and must be Christian. If interested 
in learning more about teaching in an ex-

tremely rewarding environment, please con-
tact Mrs. Maria Pryor at (618) 532-3473  

or email resumes to  
maripryor@stmarycentralia.org.  



6th Sunday of Ordinary Time, February 12, 2023 
Deacon Candidate Dan Laquet 
           Beautiful, profound, and uplifting passages are presented to us in today’s readings. Their focus on the law and the command-
ments provides us with a road map on the direction our lives should take. Our first reading, from the book of Sirach, extols us to 
choose a life made fruitful by obeying the commandments God has provided. St. Paul reminds us in the second reading that the wis-
dom of God is far greater than anything we can achieve on our own. Finally, in the gospel of Matthew, our Lord announces that He has 
come to fulfill the law, not to abolish it. 
          The Catholic Church teaches that moral law comes from God in the form of “fatherly instructions” to guide us in determining 
what is right and what is wrong. The book of Sirach, written by the Jewish scribe Ben Sira around 200 years before the birth of Jesus, 
speaks plainly about the proper way to live our lives in a manner that honors God. Ben Sira was deeply rooted in the Torah, the law, 
and all the rituals of the Temple. In these few verses he gives us the unalterable truth about our spiritual lives, “If you will, you can 
keep the commandments, they will save you; if you trust in God, you too shall live.” God gave us free will and the freedom to choose 
our path. He covets that freedom to such a degree that He is willing to let us experience life or death, good or evil, based on our own 
decisions. God gives us what we choose, and ultimately, we will become what we choose. The words of Sirach encourage us to follow 
the path of love and obedience every moment of our lives so that we will become worthy to live eternally with our Father in heaven. 
          St. Paul tells us in his first letter to the Corinthians that the wisdom of God far surpasses all the human wisdom of this and every 
age. By revealing His wisdom, God fulfills His plan from before time began. He created us out of love, as creations designed to love 
Him in return, and the best manifestation of that love is to honor and reverence Him by the light of our own lives. Trust in His wisdom, 
and live by His law, for it is unimaginable “what God has prepared for those who love Him.” 
          The passage from Matthew reveals clearly the gospel according to Jesus mirrored throughout the New Testament writings. His 
gospel transcends the law of the Old Testament, and He tells us that “unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Phari-
sees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” Observance of the law is just part of it, but it is not all He desires of us.  This new 
law is one that God places in our hearts. Our hearts are the seedbed from which our actions and words sprout and bring forth life. Je-
sus wants us to train our hearts, to control our passions and emotions, and to be fully obedient. We are called to love God with our 
whole heart and soul, and to do His will with heartfelt joy. God never demands more of us than we are capable of doing, and He sent us 
His Son to be a model for us to follow. 

March 2023 Elliston & Garnier Families 

April 2023 Wayne & Mary Decker 

May 2023 Roy Szatkowski 

June 2023 Richard, Michael, Megan & Jacob Neff 

July 2023 Donoho & Metzger Families 

August 2023 Verdeyen & Willenborg Families 

September 2023 Gene Uhls 

October 2023 David Schwartz 

November 2023 Harold “Pete” Aydt 

December 2023 Bill Nall & Carol Hollern 

January 2024 Corinno & Anna Leeta Darin 

February 2024 Alan & Rosalie Thomas 

March 2024 Elliston & Garnier Families 

March 2023 Henry Verdeyen 

April 2023 Cameron Feig 

May 2023 OPEN  

June 2023 OPEN 

July 2023 Beverly “Mickey” Kelly 

August 2023 Mary Louise & Gordon Elliston 

September 2023 Robert & Gary Kabat 

October 2023 Dr. Charles Fischer 

November 2023 Anthony M. Pautler 

December 2023 Donald Kelly 

January 2024 OPEN 

February 2024 OPEN 

March 2024 OPEN 

St. Mary Church St. Mary Chapel 
The Sanctuary Candle for the 

month of February  burns 

 in   loving memory of... 

The Sanctuary Candle for the 

month of February  burns  

in  loving memory of... 

Alan & Rosalie  
Thomas 

Rosie  
Timmons 

DONATION IS $60.00 PER MONTH - PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE FOR INFORMATION 618-532-6291 

 



6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” MATTHEW 5:20 
 

The Pharisees lived according to the letter of the law and they 
used this to elevate themselves above the other people. Jesus 
is clear – it’s the love that you have in your heart, for God and 
others, that will get you to heaven. Simply following church 
rules to the letter and not out of love, does not necessarily put 
you on the path to heaven. Attending Sunday Mass and then 
gossiping about a fellow parishioner on the parking lot is an 
example of being a modern day Pharisee. 

  Our Blessed Mother models a profound witness to love and life in 
the Gospel account of the Visitation. Luke’s Gospel tells us that, when 
Mary learns that her cousin Elizabeth is pregnant, she travels to the hill 
country “in haste” (Lk 1:39). Despite being unexpectedly pregnant her-
self, Mary responds to this news with urgency. 
 She embarks on a long and perhaps difficult journey to be with her 
cousin during her time of need, bearing Christ to her as He lay quietly 
hidden in Mary’s womb. And, although Jesus is veiled from view, when 
Mary first arrives John the Baptist leaps for joy in Elizabeth’s womb, 
recognizing the presence of Christ (Lk 1:44). Mary, with Jesus, spends 
the next three months at Elizabeth’s side.  
  The witness of our Blessed Mother invites us to become more aware 
of the needs of pregnant and parenting moms in our own parishes and 
communities. A woman with an unexpected pregnancy may have any 
number of fears and challenges: facing judgment from her friends and 
family, losing her job or housing, or being abandoned by the father of 
her child.  
 Following Mary’s example, we can ask ourselves how to better know 
these mothers, listen to them, seek understanding, and help them ob-
tain the necessities of life for themselves and their children. How can 
we, like the Blessed Mother, lovingly support mothers in welcoming 
and caring for God’s gift of life? 
 Throughout the whole of Scripture, Mary’s words are few. Yet, in her 
sacred encounter with Elizabeth, a powerful declaration pours from her 
lips. Mary proclaims to all generations that the Lord lifts up the lowly, 
fills the hungry with good things, and remembers his promise of mercy 
from age to age (Lk 1:46-56). In both word and deed, Mary speaks a 
message of hope—not only to Elizabeth, but also to every mother in 
need and to each of us. 
  
NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2022, United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.  



February 18th 
and February 19th. 

4:00 PM 10:30 AM 

Lector: SMS Student J. Burris 

Extra-Ordinary  
Minister Eucharist   
 

N. Pryor 
D. Meier 
L. Meier 

D. Pahnke 

Altar 
Servers 

H. Schultz 
O. Sipe 
SMS Student 
SMS Student 

M. Maco 
B. Hall 
R. Hall 

Ushers: P. Pierson 
G. Gettinger 
J. Opolony 

T. Holle 
T. Ballagh 
Brian & Jaxson H 

Greeters: D. Uhls S. Tieman 

Offertory SMS Student D. Pahnke 

Cantor: S. Miller M. Russell 

For those who are sick, homebound, in the hospital or suffering in 
any way, especially: Blain Loll, Robin Cimera, Waylon Vick, Nata-
sha Lang, Brian “Gooter” Gurthrie, Ruby Stratmann, Deb Steward, 
Brian Logsdon,  The suffering of Ukraine and all Covid19 patients.  
For those in Care Centers, and Specialized Living Centers…May 
they stay safe and healthy.  
For those serving in the Armed Forces especially:  
Dylan Huether or away at College…   
 



 During Lent, the Christian faithful are obliged to do penance through 
prayer, fasting, abstinence and by performing works of piety and chari-
ty. Even outside of Lent, the bishops in the U.S. still exhort the faithful 
to observe all Fridays as days of penance in recognition of Friday as 
the day of our Lord’s death and in preparation for the heavenly banquet 
at Sunday Mass. 

Fasting 
 Fasting is an ancient practice whose importance can be seen time 
and again throughout the Old and New Testaments of the Bible. Every-
one age 18 and up to their 59th birthday is obliged to fast on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday. 
 

 Only one full meal is allowed on days of fasting. Two other meals, 
often called collations, may be taken to maintain strength according to 
one’s needs. When combined, these collations should not equal anoth-
er full meal.  Eating between meals and collations is not permitted, but 
liquids are allowed. The obligation does not apply to those whose 
health or ability to work would be seriously affected. 
  

Abstinence 
 Everyone age 14 and older is to abstain from eating meat on Ash 
Wednesday, all Fridays of Lent and Good Friday. In the Midwest, high-
end seafood can often be a luxury and a significant expense, especially 
when consumed at restaurants. While consuming such food certainly 
observes the “letter of the law” in regards to the obligation, in order to 
reap the most bountiful spiritual fruits, the faithful should ensure their 
intention is united to the “spirit” of such obligations. 
 

Sant Patrick’s Day, Friday, March 17, 2023 
Dispensation for the Faithful 

 Bishop McGovern has granted a dispensation for the Faithful 
for Friday, March 17, 2023.  The regulation to abstain from eating 
meat is lifted for that Friday only.  The faithful are encouraged to 
perform another act of Prayer or Almsgiving on St. Patrick’s Day.  

 
 

Prayer - Fasting - Almsgiving 

 It is popular for Catholics to “give something up” for Lent. This is not 
required by the Church, but it is often encouraged as a way to detach 
from the things of the world and focus our attention on God and heav-
en. This helps a soul prepare for Easter and grow in holiness at the 
same time. 
 We owe God everything and he owes us nothing. Yet, he has given us 
everything and we often give very little in return. Consider showing 
your deep love and trust for God by giving something up that you think 
will be very difficult. Resign yourself to him in complete trust and let 
him be your guide through the long journey of Lent. If you slip and give 
in during the journey, the only shame comes if you abandon your sacri-
fice completely as if it has lost all its merit. Turn again to him who never 
turns from you, and ask him to give you the resolve to rise once more 
and push on to that great and holy Easter day. 

2023 Lenten Regulations   

February 22, 2023 - April  6, 2023 

LENTEN 
STATIONS OF  
THE CROSS 

 
THURSDAY 

ST. LAWRENCE 
7:00 P.M. 

 
FRIDAY 

ST. MARY 
2:15 P.M. 





    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

ALVI N J. HOLTHAUS 
OWNER 

 

STUMP 
REMOVAL 
Fully Insured   Free Estimates 

 

Phone 
(618) 532-5447 

 

 

 

Send Roy a Note: 
 

Organist Roy Kroezen 
1314 Case Street 

Centralia, IL 62801 
 

https://gofund.me/20499dc7 


