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 The National Honor Society chapter 
at Centralia High School is dedicated 
towards helping the communities of 
Centralia. Again, we are hosting a 

food drive in order to help the CCBA 
and Salvation Army raise money and 

non perishables for their food pan-
tries. Our theme for this year’s food 
drive is “Lend A Hand, Give A Can.” 
Any donation, no matter how small is 

greatly appreciated. All donations 
and checks should be mailed to Cen-

tralia High School, 2100 East 
Calment, Centralia, IL 62801.  The 
deadline is Wednesday March 29, 
2023.  For information contact the 
CHS National Honor Society (532-

7391) advisers, Rebecca Becker ext. 
92009 or Lori Griffin ext. 92017.  

 

—NOTE— 
You may drop your non perishables 
off at the Parish Office or in the box 

located in the back of church.  

SMS CALENDAR 
 WINNERS 

February 27, 2023 
 

Chelsea & Cody Kesel  
Ashley 

 

Jim Green  
Centralia 

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)  - CYCLE 

O God, author of every mercy 
and of all goodness, 

who in fasting, prayer and 
almsgiving have shown us a 

remedy for sin, look gra-
ciously on this confession of 
our lowliness, that we, who 

are bowed down by our con-
science, may always be lifted 
up by your mercy. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God, for  
ever and ever AMEN 

  March 12, 2023 

Parish Family of St. Mary, Centralia & St. Lawrence, Sandoval  

424 E. Broadway                                    
Centralia, Illinois 62801                                                                        

(618) 532-6291  
 

 Third Sunday of Lent - CYCLE A 

H 
Y 
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SCRIPTURE 
March 19, 2023 

 

1 Samuel: 16:1,6-7,10-13 
Psalm:  23:1-3a,3b-4,5,6 

Ephesians: 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 or  

Jn 9:1,6-9,13-17,34-38  

 

Processional:   #646, Be Thou My Vision. 
Offertory:     #663, Psalm 42: As the Deer Longs. 
Lamb of God:   #174, Agnus Dei. 
Communion :    #797, Come to Me and Drink. 
Recessional:    #850, This Day God Gives me. 
Readings:     889 

SCRIPTURE 
March 12, 2023 

 

Exodus: 17:3-7 
Psalm: 95:1-2,6-7,8-9 

Romans 5:1-2,5-8 
Gospel: John 4:5-42   

Third Sunday 
of Lent 

SUNDAY MASS 
 

St. Mary (Vigil) 4:00 p.m. 
St. Lawrence - 8:30 a.m. 

St. Mary - 10:30 a.m. 
 

RECONCILIATION 
 

St. Mary (Vigil)  
3:15 p.m. - 3:50 P.M. 

 

St. Lawrence (Sunday) 
8:00 a.m. - 8:20 a.m. 

 

Or by appointment 
618-532-6291 x(307) 

On the first Sunday of Lent, the Diocese celebrated the Rite 
of Election. This rite is among the last steps the catechu-
mens take before they pass through the waters of Baptism, 
are sealed with the Holy Spirit in Confirmation, and take their 
place at the Eucharistic table. Congratulations to our Cate-
chumens and sponsors who attended the Rite of Election at 
the Cathedral of St. Peter.    



ST. MARY PARISH SUPPORT (3/5/2023) 

Weekly Envelopes $6053.00 

Online Giving Weekly Envelopes 1676.52 

Loose  337.00 

SMS School  Support 784.00 

Altar Society 10.00 

Building Fund 335.00 

Other Diocesan 30.00 

Flower Fund 320.00 

Total Gifts Received $9545.52 

visit: stmarycentralia.org 

Thank you for supporting 
 St. Mary Parish and School 

 

You may place your envelope in  
the basket at St. Lawrence or St. Mary and  

Your gift will be credited to you. 

For those who are sick, homebound, in the hospital or suffer-
ing in any way, especially: Blain Loll, Robin Cimera, Waylon 
Vick, Natasha Lang, Brian “Gooter” Gurthrie, Ruby Stratmann, 
Deb Steward, Brian Logsdon,  The suffering of Ukraine and all 
Covid19 patients.  
For those in Care Centers, and Specialized Living Centers…
May they stay safe and healthy.  
For those serving in the Armed Forces especially:  
Dylan Huether or away at College…  Wreathes  
 

 Saturday, March 11, 2023 (Vigil) 
  4:00 p.m. St. Mary Church  
   † Dale & Margie Gehrke 
Sunday, March 12, 2023 
  8:30  a.m. St. Lawrence  Church 
    †  Carolyn Seats Margie Pautler †  Eric Knabe  
    10:30 a.m. St. Mary Church 
   † Harold “Bud” Miller † Lawrence & Agnes Goebel 
Tuesday, March 14, 2023  
    12:00 p.m. St. Mary Hospital Chapel 
   For Healing  †   
Wednesday, March 15, 2023 
  8:30 a.m. St. Mary Church (All School Mass) 
    †  Dr. Charles Fischer 
Thursday, March 16, 2023 
  8:30 a.m. - St. Lawrence Church  
  †   Marcus Oehmke †  Daniel Gruthrie  
  †  Clyde & Laura Waddell †  Joseph & Leo Grasher       
 6:00 p.m. St. Lawerence - Stations of the Cross 
Friday, March 17, 2023 
    8:30 a.m. St. Mary Chapel 
   For the people, living and deceased 
  2:15 p.m. - St. Mary - Stations of the Cross (students)
Saturday, March 18, 2023 (Vigil) 
  4:00 p.m. St. Mary Church  
   †  Linda Bauer 
Sunday, March 19, 2023 
  8:30  a.m. St. Lawrence  Church 
    †   
    10:30 a.m. St. Mary Church 
   † Jack Mann  †  Roy Szatkowski 

CEMETERY MOWING 
SEASON IS FASH 

APPROCHING. 
 

PLEASE REMOVE ALL  
FLOWERS WREATHES, ETC. 

FROM THE GRAVES BY 
MARCH 20. 



Third Sunday of Lent 
March 12, 2023 
 Centuries ago, a waterman used to carry water from the river to the king’s palace in two earthen pots – one perfect, another 
cracked – and was paid according to the amount of water he brought. Unfortunately, the waterman was poorly paid since much 
water leaked through his cracked pot. Dejected, the cracked-pot cried, “Master, I’m cracked and bring you less money. Discard 
me!” The waterman replied, “No! Watch carefully!” Then, he took the two pots back to the river, filled them, and told the 
cracked pot to look at the pathway on its side. The cracked pot was surprised to see beautiful flowers beneath it. “See that?” 
explained the waterman, “I knew you’re a cracked-pot, so I sowed seeds along the way. You’ve sprayed water on them and 
made the king’s pathway beautiful!” Like the king’s waterman, today’s readings describe water-bearers. Two of them, Moses 
and Jesus bring water to the thirsty. (Francis Gonsalves in Sunday Seeds for Daily Deeds; quoted by Fr. Botelho).  
     In the Gospel today, we encounter someone familiar to any with an even slightly greater than remote 
knowledge of the Gospel stories: The Samaritan woman, “the woman at the well.” There can be no doubt that she 
is the main character here, as well she should be. But it is helpful, perhaps especially today, to focus on a lesser 
character or characters in this adventure: the disciples.    As much as we might want to identify with the woman 
at the well — and many of us can and do so, and justifiably — we would all do well to identify at least as closely 
with the disciples. The disciples are “us.” We are the disciples. The actions of the disciples, toward Jesus, and 
toward the woman of Samaria, could be, in some sense or other, our actions. How are their actions our actions? 
How do our actions mimic theirs? 
    Jesus identifies himself to the woman as the Messiah, and she “gets it.” And just then, right at that moment, 
here come the disciples. They are shocked that he is talking to this woman, in this place.   The disciples are 
“us.” Are we shocked, when we are shown Jesus speaking to ... well, I’m sure we can fill in that blank with a 
number of possibilities, a number of “types” we exclude without really thinking about it. Who is it that, when we 
see Jesus undeniably speaking to them, we are struck speechless?  The disciples are speechless. And the wom-
an puts down her water jar and goes and does what we would expect disciples to do: exhorts people to come and 
see Jesus. It is the Samaritan woman who does this, not the disciples. Perhaps only she can reach out to her peo-
ple in a way. 

April 2023 Wayne & Mary Decker 

May 2023 Roy Szatkowski 

June 2023 Richard, Michael, Megan & Jacob Neff 

July 2023 Donoho & Metzger Families 

August 2023 Verdeyen & Willenborg Families 

September 2023 Gene Uhls 

October 2023 David Schwartz 

November 2023 Harold “Pete” Aydt 

December 2023 Bill Nall & Carol Hollern 

January 2024 Corinno & Anna Leeta Darin 

February 2024 Alan & Rosalie Thomas 

March 2024 Elliston & Garnier Families 

April 2024 OPEN 

April 2023 Cameron Feig 

May 2023 OPEN  

June 2023 Dennis & Jeanette Laquet 

July 2023 Beverly “Mickey” Kelly 

August 2023 Mary Louise & Gordon Elliston 

September 2023 Robert & Gary Kabat 

October 2023 Dr. Charles Fischer 

November 2023 Anthony M. Pautler 

December 2023 Donald Kelly 

January 2024 OPEN 

February 2024 OPEN 

March 2024 OPEN 

April 2024 OPEN 

St. Mary Church St. Mary Chapel 
The Sanctuary Candle for the 

month of March  burns 

 in   loving memory of... 

The Sanctuary Candle for the 

month of March  burns  

in  loving memory of... 

Elliston & Garnier  
Families 

Henry  
Verdeyen 

DONATION IS $60.00 PER MONTH - PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE FOR INFORMATION 618-532-6291 

 

 



3rd Sunday of Lent 
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty 
again.” John 4:13 
 
Jesus reminds us that material things, even something 
as basic as water, can never satisfy us over the long run. 
When we build our lives around material possessions we 
will always want more and no amount will ever satisfy 
our desire. True joy and peace only comes when we fol-
low Jesus - when we become more “God-centered” and 
less “self-centered.” 

  When battered by life’s storms, or immersed in a dense fog of 
suffering and uncertainty, we may feel alone and unequipped to 
handle the circumstances. Yet with words that echo through thou-
sands of years into the corners of our hearts, the Lord says to us, 
“Do not fear: I am with you” (Isaiah 41:10). 
 He speaks these words not as one who merely observes our pain, 
but as one who experienced immense suffering. And the very 
wounds that bear witness to his suffering indicate the essence of 
our identity and worth: we are loved by God. 
Reflecting on the healed wounds of the Risen Christ, we see that 
even our most difficult trials can be the place where God manifests 
his victory. He makes all things beautiful. He makes all things new.  
 He is always with us. Jesus promised this when he gave the disci-
ples the same mission he gives to each of us: Go.  
  Go be my hands and feet to a world enslaved by fear. Go to the 
woman who is unexpectedly pregnant and fears the future. Go to 
your friend who fears reprisal at work because he takes a stand for 
the protection of human life. Go to your aging parent in failing 
health who fears being a burden. And go to others, too, for their 
support.  
 We don’t need to have everything figured out. We can simply fol-
low the guidance of Our Blessed Mother, the first disciple: “Do 
whatever he tells you” (John 2:5).  
 Walk with each other. Do not be afraid to embrace God’s gift of life. 
Whatever storms or trials we face, we are not alone. He is with us.  
  
“Behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age” (Matthew 
28:20).    
 
NABRE © 2010 CCD. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2022, United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.  

Teach Us To Pray 
 27 February 2023 

 During Lent we have a number of catechumens preparing for 
baptism at the Easter Vigil in the different parishes in southern 
Illinois. As I write this column we have just finished the Rite of 
Election at the Cathedral of St Peter where I welcomed those cat-
echumens and prayed for them as they enter their final weeks of 
preparation for Baptism, Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist. 
 In the process of preparing the catechumens for baptism, they 
will be presented and receive the Lord’s Prayer. This is a very old 
custom in the rites of the Church. Jesus himself gave this prayer 
to his followers, in response to their request: “teach us to pray as 
John taught his disciples”. 
 Do you remember who taught you the Lord’s Prayer? How old 
were you when you first learned it? I don’t think I can calculate 
how many times I have said the “Our Father”, but a day doesn’t 
go by without me saying the prayer a couple of times between 
rising and going to bed. 
 I have prayed the Our Father at Mass, on a plane, with inmates 
in a jail, with patients and families in the hospital, during confes-
sion, at the cemetery, and many other places. I imagine many of 
our readers can also think of ordinary and extraordinarily times 
when we have turned to God the Father and lifted up our hearts 
using the words of this prayer. 
 May I suggest a spiritual practice for Lent? Think about some of 
the times you have said the Lord’s Prayer and the people who 
were with you at that moment of prayer. As I write this column I 
think of my mom, who taught me the Our Father and the many 
times I prayed these words with her or for her. During Lent, I am 
lifting up a prayer of gratitude for the way my mom and I shared 
in praying the Lord’s Prayer. Parents and grandparents reading 
this column, think of the importance of praying with your children 
and grandchildren. In Lent, find more opportunities to pray the 
Our Father for your family and with your family. 
 The different phrases of the prayer may resonate within our 
souls at different times in our lives. Right now the phrase that 
resonates with me is “thy kingdom come.” How about for 
you?  My point is that the Lord’s Prayer is such a gift from Christ 
that I hope we take some time in Lent to come to a 
deeper appreciation of the prayer and the mo-
ments in our journey of faith when the prayer 
has meant so much. 
 Please remember in your prayers our cate-
chumens who will be learning the prayers 
in the coming weeks as they prepare for 
baptism. May the Lord remember us all 
in his kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Bishop Michael McGovern 

 



St. Mary Roman Catholic Church 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
REVEREND STEVEN M. PAUTLER - PASTOR 

 

Office:  618-532-6291  School: 618-532-3473  Rectory: 618-532-5041 
Email: parish@stmarycentralia.org  Website: www.stmarycentralia.org 

\ 

Parish Trustees -  Theresa Hacker & Steven Pigg 
Mrs. Maria Pryor, Principal 

Susan  Niepoetter - Business Manager 
Vicki Laquet - CRE 

Katie Schmollinger - Administrative Assistant 
Lynn Featherling - St. Mary School Secretary 

 

 —Pastoral Council—        
 Joan Beguelin, Pete Donnelly, Garrett Ford, Lisa Guthrie, Wayne 
Houser, Nancy Lukasik, Vicki Laquet, Manny Maco, Martina Maco,  

Mary Miller, Greg Schwartz, Nicole Sandahl, Mike Stock, 
and Patty Williams.  

 

—Finance Council—                                                                              
Greg Schwartz, Patty Williams,  Dr. Jerry Beguelin,  

Louis Curl,  Jack Graham,  Dr David Knowles, Dan Laquet, Steve Pigg, 
Nancy James, Rodney Resch, Susan Niepoetter 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

LIVESTREAM can be found  on the St.  
Mary Catholic Church – Centralia, Illinois 

FACEBOOK PAGE 

https://www.facebook.com/TimLFergPhotosStM/  
Tuesday Mass 12 Noon St. Mary’s Hospital 
Thursday 8:30 a.m. St. Lawrence Church 

Wednesday 8:30 a.m. - St. Mary Church (all school mass) 
Friday Mass 8:30 a.m. at St. Mary Chapel 
Saturday (vigil) Mass, St. Mary 4:00 p.m.  

Sunday Mass, St. Lawrence 8:30 am  / Sunday Mass, 10:30am 

Sanctuary Candles burn for 
one month in memory of a  

departed loved one.  We are 
asking $60.00 per month to 

cover the cost of the candle.  
For more information and to 
secure a date contact the 

Parish Office 532-6291 

Mass Intentions 
are $10.00 per 

Intention. 
Please call: 
 532-6291 

CHILD PROTECTION TRAINING DATES 
Initial Child Protection Policies and Trainings for new volunteers and 
employees are available online at:  www.diobelle.org/faith-formation/
child-protection. All volunteers must follow diocesan guidelines to 
participate in parish activities with minors.   

March 18th.  
and March 19th.  

4:00 PM 10:30 AM 

Lector: B. Broada PSR Student 

Extra-Ordinary  
Minister Eucharist   
 

N. Pryor B. Williams 
J. Hancock 
E. Enriquez 

Altar 
Servers 

D. Laquet 
N. Wolfe 
C. Pigg 

J. Burris 
E. Burris 
C. Williams 
S. Campbell 

Ushers: P. Pierson 
G. Gettinger 
D. Pahnke 

T. Holle 
T. Ballagh 
B. Williams 

Greeters: Ellen & Mike D. Uhls 

Offertory J. Warren Gaston Family 

Cantor: T. Hawkins R.Ross 

https://www.facebook.com/TimLFergPhotosStM/


 During Lent, the Christian faithful are obliged to do penance through 
prayer, fasting, abstinence and by performing works of piety and chari-
ty. Even outside of Lent, the bishops in the U.S. still exhort the faithful 
to observe all Fridays as days of penance in recognition of Friday as 
the day of our Lord’s death and in preparation for the heavenly banquet 
at Sunday Mass. 

Fasting 
 Fasting is an ancient practice whose importance can be seen time 
and again throughout the Old and New Testaments of the Bible. Every-
one age 18 and up to their 59th birthday is obliged to fast on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday. 
 

 Only one full meal is allowed on days of fasting. Two other meals, 
often called collations, may be taken to maintain strength according to 
one’s needs. When combined, these collations should not equal anoth-
er full meal.  Eating between meals and collations is not permitted, but 
liquids are allowed. The obligation does not apply to those whose 
health or ability to work would be seriously affected. 
  

Abstinence 
 Everyone age 14 and older is to abstain from eating meat on Ash 
Wednesday, all Fridays of Lent and Good Friday. In the Midwest, high-
end seafood can often be a luxury and a significant expense, especially 
when consumed at restaurants. While consuming such food certainly 
observes the “letter of the law” in regards to the obligation, in order to 
reap the most bountiful spiritual fruits, the faithful should ensure their 
intention is united to the “spirit” of such obligations. 
 

Sant Patrick’s Day, Friday, March 17, 2023 
Dispensation for the Faithful 

 Bishop McGovern has granted a dispensation for the Faithful 
for Friday, March 17, 2023.  The regulation to abstain from eating 
meat is lifted for that Friday only.  The faithful are encouraged to 
perform another act of Prayer or Almsgiving on St. Patrick’s Day.  

 
 

Prayer - Fasting - Almsgiving 

 It is popular for Catholics to “give something up” for Lent. This is not 
required by the Church, but it is often encouraged as a way to detach 
from the things of the world and focus our attention on God and heav-
en. This helps a soul prepare for Easter and grow in holiness at the 
same time. 
 We owe God everything and he owes us nothing. Yet, he has given us 
everything and we often give very little in return. Consider showing 
your deep love and trust for God by giving something up that you think 
will be very difficult. Resign yourself to him in complete trust and let 
him be your guide through the long journey of Lent. If you slip and give 
in during the journey, the only shame comes if you abandon your sacri-
fice completely as if it has lost all its merit. Turn again to him who never 
turns from you, and ask him to give you the resolve to rise once more 
and push on to that great and holy Easter day. 

2023 Lenten Regulations   

February 22, 2023 - April  6, 2023 

The Lent Friday Fish Fry continues to draw large crowds.  Thanks to 
everyone who made the fish fry so successful.  Above, Sandi Sipe 
prepares the dinner plates.  



Congratulations to our varsity scholar bowl team 
who took home 2nd place out of 14 teams at the 
Marion County tournament this evening. Also a big 
congratulations to Madilyn and Olivia for making the 
all-star team. We are proud of all of you!  

Mrs. True’s 1st grade class is spending Lent in a very positive way. 
Each week, the students will be completing a service project during 
their recess time. Today they picked up trash around our school. Great 
job, Mrs True and students for your display of almsgiving.  



    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

ALVI N J. HOLTHAUS 
OWNER 

 

STUMP 
REMOVAL 
Fully Insured   Free Estimates 

 

Phone 
(618) 532-5447 

 

 


