
21st. Sunday 
O God, who cause the minds 
of the faithful to unite in a sin-
gle purpose, grant your people 

to love what you command 
and to desire what you prom-
ise, that, amid the uncertain-
ties of this world, our hearts 
may be fixed on that place 

where true gladness is found. 
Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
for ever and ever. AMEN 

CALENDAR WINNERS 
August 21, 2023 

 

Lauren Beaver 
 Centralia 

 

Cherie Glascock 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time - CYCLE A 

August 27, 2023 

Parish Family of St. Mary, Centralia & St. Mary, Mt. Vernon  

424 E. Broadway                                    
Centralia, Illinois 62801                                                                        

(618) 532-6291  
 

Father Steve’s Office Hours - Tuesday, August 28, 2023 - Friday, September 1, 2023 

Tuesday, August 29, 2023 - 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Friday, September 1, 2023 - 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

FOR APPOINTMENT CONTACT THE OFFICE 532-6291 

Wednesday, August 30, 2023 - 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Thursday, August 31, 2023 - 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

 

FOR APPOINTMENT CONTACT SUE 244-1559 

THIS SUNDAY AT ST. LAWRENCE!  AUTUMNFEST IS AROUND THE CORNER 

CAKE BAKING TIME! 
It is time to bake cakes for Autumn-
fest! Since we had to locate a new 
contact this year, we are running 

slightly late. 120 boxes of Cake Mix 
and Icing will be delivered on Au-
gust 31, 2023. You may pick your 

box up at all the Masses, at St. Mary, Centralia or  
St. Lawrence, Sandoval, September 2nd & 3rd.  

THEY WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE AT PARISH OFFICE 
AND SMS SCHOOL AFTER AUGUST 31ST.  

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PREPARE COOKIES  
OR FRUIT PIES THAT WOULD BE GREAT TOO! 

We will also need desserts for the Chicken Buffet Dinner! 
 

DROP OFF AFTER 1:00 P.M.  
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH  

IN THE CAFETERIA 
 

BASKET RAFFLE STAND 
St. Mary PTO is accepting donations 
to help purchase items for the Bas-
ket Raffle.  If you can help out, drop 
your donation off at the School or 

Parish Office! 

 

2023 



ST. MARY PARISH SUPPORT (8/20/2023) 

Weekly Envelopes $3745.00 

Online Giving Weekly Envelopes 779.90 

Loose  564.75 

SMS School  Support 425.00 

Building Fund 200.00 

Holy Day 30.00 

Ukraine 20.00 

Newman 25.00 

Candles 120.00 

Total Gifts Received $5909.65 

visit: stmarycentralia.org 

Thank you for supporting 
 St. Mary Parish and School 

 

You may place your envelope in  
the basket at St. Lawrence, Sandoval or St. 
Mary, Mt. Vernon or any neighboring parish 

and your gift will be credited to you. 

For those who are sick, homebound, in the hospital or suffer-
ing in any way, especially: Blain Loll, Robin Cimera, Waylon 
Vick, Natasha Lang, Brian “Gooter” Gurthrie, Ruby Stratmann, 
Deb Steward, Mark Schwartz, Father Jim Dougherty, The suf-
fering of Ukraine and all Covid19 patients.  
For those in Care Centers, and Specialized Living Centers…
May they stay safe and healthy.  
For those serving in the Armed Forces especially:  
Dylan Huether or away at College…  
 

Saturday, August 26, 2023 
   4:00 p.m. St. Mary Church  
   Douglas Pedrotty +  
Sunday, August 27, 2023 
   10:30 a.m. St. Mary Church 
    Mary Ballagh +  
Tuesday, August 29, 2023 
    12:00 p.m. St. Mary Hospital Chapel 
  For the suffering +  
 Friday, September 1, 2023  
     8:30 a.m. - St. Mary Church (All School Mass) 
   Helen LeBeau+ 
Saturday, September 2, 2023 
   4:00 p.m. St. Mary Church  
   Mike & Helen Isaak +  
Sunday, September 3, 2023 
   10:30 a.m. St. Mary Church 
   Jerry Byrne +  

 Contact CRE, 
Cassandra 

Groff 

Contact  
Deacon Dan 

532-6291 

 

STARTING 
SEPTEMBER 

10, 2023 

DIOCESE  
OF BELLEVILLE 

SAFE ENVIROMENT 
REFRESHER COURSE 

 All staff members, teachers, 
volunteers, coaches, parents 
who drive students for the 
school, or PSR, must be in com-
pliance with the Diocese of Belle-
ville, Safe Environment.   
 If you are new to volunteering 
with children, please complete 
the INITIAL TRAINING MODULE. 
 If not, please go to the website 
and take the 2023-2024, Protect-
ing Vulnerable Adults module.  
Please complete your training/
update by September 10, 2023. 
 After you have finished, you 
may print out your certificate and 
return it to the School Office.  
Thank you for your prompt atten-
tion! 
 

https://www.diobelle.org/
education/child-protection 



August 2023 
St. Mary Church Sanctuary Candle 

Verdeyen & Willenborg Families 

September 2023 Gene Uhls 

October 2023 David Schwartz 

November 2023 Harold “Pete” Aydt 

December 2023 Bill Nall & Carol Hollern 

January 2024 Corinno & Anna Leeta Darin 

February 2024 Alan & Rosalie Thomas 

March 2024 Elliston & Garnier Families 

April 2024 Michelle Lehman  

May 2024 Ralph & Bernice Sprehe  

June 2024 Henry, Dorothy, Theresa Verdeyen    

July 2024 Dr. Jerry Beguelin 

August 2024 Mary Ballagh  

September 2024 Gene Uhls 

 

August 2023 
St. Mary Chapel Sanctuary Candle 
Mary Louise & Gordon Elliston 

September 2023 Robert & Gary Kabat 

October 2023 Dr. Charles Fischer 

November 2023 Anthony M. Pautler 

December 2023 Donald Kelly 

January 2024 Louisa Marcum 

February 2024 Craney & Crouse Families 

March 2024 Roger Holley 

April 2024 Kabat & Tomaszewski Families 

May 2024 OPEN 

June 2024 Hope Marcum Harbin 

July 2024 Joe Marcum 

August 2024 OPEN 

September 2024 Robert & Gary Kabat 

 

Hymns 8/20/2023 
 

Processional #715  
God Is Love  
Offertory #581 
 You Alone  
Communion #788  
Bread of Life #808  
Shepherd of Souls  
Recessional #746 The 
Church’s One Foundation 
Readings 988  

21st. Sunday of Ordinary Time 
August 27, 2023 

 
 "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" With this question, Je-
sus invites his disciples into a deeper reflection not just about popular 
opinion, but more profoundly about their personal experiences and 
understanding. The world had its views on Jesus, some thought of Him 
as John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the prophets. But in the 
all of these voices, it's Peter who proclaims the truth, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
 Peter’s proclamation wasn’t just based on hearsay. It was a revelation 
from our Father in heaven. It was the fruit of a faith journey, an intimate 
relationship with the Lord, and divine grace. His answer was not aca-
demic but deeply personal. 
 Jesus’ response to Peter is a testament to the significance of this 
revelation. He bestows upon him a name, 'Peter' meaning ‘Rock,’ signi-
fying strength, foundation, and steadiness. Upon this rock, Jesus 
builds His Church. The 'keys of the kingdom of heaven' are entrusted 
to him. The image of the keys has deep biblical significance. It denotes 
authority, stewardship, and a role of guidance. 
 As a Priest, this Scripture reminds me of the weight and importance 
of the role of the Church in the world. It is a call for the Church to stand 
firm, rooted in Christ, against the gates of the underworld. It’s a prom-
ise that, despite challenges and adversities, the Church will prevail.  
That was so evident to me last weekend during my installation at pas-
tor of St. Mary, Mt. Vernon.  As Bishop shared during his homily, 
“bishops, priests and deacons, can’t do it alone.”   
 It’s a sober reminder of our human weaknesses. Peter, the very rock, 
would later deny Jesus. The story of Peter encourages all of us to re-
flect upon our fragility and the constant need for God's grace. It is only 
through a deep relationship with Christ, an openness to divine revela-
tion, and humility that we can carry the keys entrusted to us and dis-
cern rightly. 
 In a world filled with countless voices and opinions 
about Christ, may we, like Peter, have the courage 
and grace to proclaim, “You are the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God,” not just with our lips but 
with our lives. And may our faith be the rock upon 
which others can find a foundation in Christ. 
  



. 
 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“Or who has given the Lord anything that he may be re-
paid?”-Romans 11:35 
 
St. Paul reminds us of a central fact of stewardship. We 
cannot give God anything - He already owns it all. God 
made everything, including us. Since we are made in His 
image, we too, are called to be generous. How we use 
our God-given gifts becomes our gift back to Him. Grati-
tude for all we have been given opens our hearts to joy-
ful generosity! And, through our generosity, we just may 
be the answer to someone else’s prayer. 

Dear Friends in Christ: 
 I recently invited all the priests serving in the Belleville Diocese be-
tween the ages of 50 and 59 to meet together. There are, in fact, 16 of 
us (myself included at the age of 59) in that age group. In the end, 
twelve of us met at a rectory for a two-hour conversation. We repre-
sented different nations: four priests born in Nigeria, one from Ugan-
da, one from Kenya, one born in Poland, and five from the United 
States. Two priests are members of religious communities, while ten 
belong to the diocese. We have been priests anywhere from three to 
thirty years. 
We spoke comfortably, and at length about the challenges in our min-
istry, the sources of hope in our lives, and what we think might help 
promote vocations to the Catholic priesthood. After our conversation, 
we prayed Evening Prayer together. 
 All in all, it was one of the best sharing sessions with brother 
priests I have had. During the conversation, I mentioned that I had 
discovered fresh hope in ordaining a priest a year ago, ordaining 14 
permanent deacons this past June, and presiding on two occasions of 
religious professions at the Poor Clare Monastery this year. But as I 
reflect on the "50-something" priest's meeting, I would add that after-
noon to my list of sources of hope. When such a diverse group of 
priests can speak with trust and honesty about our lives and ministry, 
it gives me hope for our Presbyterate and our diocese. 
 That afternoon also gave me hope for the Synod of Bishops that our 
Holy Father Pope Francis will convene in Rome in October. What our 
group of "50-something" priests did in conversing is a model, I be-
lieve, for synodality. Listening to one another, reflecting openly and 
honestly, and praying together; these are all hall-
marks of a synod. 
 My sincere intention is to convene other gather-
ings of our priests for such conversations, possi-
bly during our Convocation of Priests the 
first week of October. In the meantime, pray 
for me and our priests, that the Lord may 
continue to introduce in our lives rea-
sons for our hope. 
  
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Bishop Michael McGovern    

 

ILLINOIS CENTRAL EXPRESS 

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 
 

NEWS ARTICLES  
ARE DUE BY 

MONDAY, AUGUST 28, 2023 

We extend our deepest con-
dolences to the family and 
friends of Debra Smith who 
passed away after a short ill-
ness.  Her funeral Mass was 
last Wednesday.  May she 
find peace and rest from pain 
and suffering.  Eternal Rest 
be granted to her.  Amen 



a

The Chosen 
Join us at St. Mary’s 
to view and  discuss  
the hit series... 
                  The Chosen. 
 
 

Wednesday, August 30th 
 Starting at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Gather in St. Mary  
School Cafeteria 
Snacks provided.. 
 
Discussion with... 
Seminarian Luke  
Fitzgerald after the viewing! 



LITURGICAL MINISTERS LIST - IF YOU ARE NOT AVAILABLE PLEASE FIND A SUBSTITUTE 

      St. Mary Roman Catholic Church 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

424 E. Broadway Street 
Centralia, IL 62801  

 

 

 
 

Reverend Steven M. Pautler - Pastor 
Reverend Benny George - Parochial Vicar  

Deacon Dan Laquet - Deacon 
Mr. Luke Fitzgerald - Seminarian  

 
Theresa Hacker & Steven Pigg - Trustees 

Maria Pryor - Principal  
Cassandra Groff - Coordinator of Religious Education 

Susan Niepoetter - Treasure/Bookkeeper 
Open - Administrative Assistant 

Lynn Featherling - School Secretary 
 

Pastoral Council 
Joan Beguelin, Pete Donnelly, Garrett Ford, Lisa Guthrie 

Wayne Houser, Nancy Lukasik, Manny Maco, Cassandra Groff, 
Martina Maco, Mary Miller, Greg Schwartz, Nicole Sandahl, 

Mike Stock and Patty Williams, Steve Pigg, Theresa Hacker.  
 

Finance Council 
Greg Schwartz, Patty Williams, Louis Curl 

Jack Graham, Dr. David Knowles, Dan Laquet, Steve Pigg 
Nancy James, Rodney Resch, Susan Niepoetter.  

 

Parish Office: 618-532-6291 
School Office: 618-532-3473 
School Fax:  618-532-5180 

Rectory: 618-532-5041 
Fax: 618-532-4758  

bulletin@stmarycentralia.org  
 



Congratulations to our Softball Defenders. They are currently 3-0 after the first week 
 of WINS against Central City, Selmaville, and TSJ/ILS.  



    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 


