
CALENDAR WINNERS 
October 2, 2023 

 
Rose Linnemann – Bartelso 

Kristi Brooks - Centralia 
 

27th. Sunday 
Almighty ever-living God, 
who in the abundance of 

your kindness surpass the 
merits and the desires of 

those who entreat you, pour 
out your mercy upon us to 
pardon what conscience 
dreads and to give what 

prayer does not dare to ask. 
Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
for ever and ever. AMEN 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - CYCLE A 

October 8, 2023 

Parish Family of St. Mary, Centralia & St. Mary, Mt. Vernon  

424 E. Broadway                                    
Centralia, Illinois 62801                                                                        

(618) 532-6291  
 

Father Steve’s Office Hours - Tuesday, October 10, 2023 - Friday, October 13 2023 

Wednesday, October 11, 2023 - Finance Council Meeting 7:00 a.m. 
Tuesday, October 10,, 2023 - 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
Friday, October 13, 2023 - 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  
 
 

FOR APPOINTMENT CONTACT THE OFFICE 532-6291 
or Father Benny George - 618-472-6677 

Wednesday, October 11, 2023 - 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 Thursday, October 12, 2023 - 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 

 
FOR APPOINTMENT CONTACT SUE 244-1559 

or Father Benny George - 618-472-6677 



ST. MARY PARISH SUPPORT (10/1/2023) 

Weekly Envelopes $5195.00 

Online Giving Weekly Envelopes 739.27 

Loose  395.25 

SMS School  Support 447.00 

Building Fund 290.00 

Retired Religious Fund 55.00 

Retired Diocesan Priests 50.00 

World Mission Sunday 30.00 

Mass Stipend 10.00 

Total Gifts Received $7211.52 

visit: stmarycentralia.org 

Thank you for supporting 
 St. Mary Parish and School 

 

You may place your envelope in  
the basket at St. Lawrence, Sandoval or St. 
Mary, Mt. Vernon or any neighboring parish 

and your gift will be credited to you. 

For those who are sick, homebound, in the hospital or suffer-
ing in any way, especially: Blain Loll, Robin Cimera, Waylon 
Vick, Natasha Lang, Brian “Gooter” Gurthrie, Ruby Stratmann, 
Deb Steward, Mark Schwartz, Father Jim Dougherty, The suf-
fering of Ukraine and all Covid19 patients.  
For those in Care Centers, and Specialized Living Centers…
May they stay safe and healthy.  
For those serving in the Armed Forces especially:  
Dylan Huether or away at College…  
 

Saturday, October 7, 2023 
   4:00 p.m. St. Mary Church  
    The Palazzolo Family+ 
Sunday, October 8, 2023 
   10:30 a.m. St. Mary Church 
   Ray Szatkowski+  
Tuesday, October 10, 2023 
    12:00 p.m. St. Mary Hospital Chapel 
   Dr. Jerry Beguelin+  
Wednesday, October 11, 2023  
     8:30 a.m. - St. Mary Chapel (Class Mass) 
   Joan Waszelaki+ Thomas Fiock+ 
Thursday, October 12, 2023 
   5:00 p.m. Rosary 5:30 p.m. Mass - St. Mary Chapel 
   Victor Velazquez+ 
Friday, October 13, 2023  
   8:30 a.m. - St. Mary Church (NO MASS) 
Saturday, October 14, 2023 
   4:00 p.m. St. Mary Church  
   Rosalie Thomas & Dr. Jerry Bequelin+ 
Sunday, October 15, 2023 
   10:30 a.m. St. Mary Church 
   Harold “Bud” Miller+ 
   Lawrence &  Agnes Goebel  



October 2023 
St. Mary Church Sanctuary Candle 

 

David Schwartz 

October 2023 David Schwartz 

November 2023 Harold “Pete” Aydt 

December 2023 Bill Nall & Carol Hollern 

January 2024 Corinno & Anna Leeta Darin 

February 2024 Alan & Rosalie Thomas 

March 2024 Elliston & Garnier Families 

April 2024 Michelle Lehman  

May 2024 Ralph & Bernice Sprehe  

June 2024 Henry, Dorothy, Theresa Verdeyen    

July 2024 Dr. Jerry Beguelin 

August 2024 Mary Ballagh  

September 2024 Gene Uhls 

October 2024 David Schwartz 

 

October 2023 
St. Mary Chapel Sanctuary Candle 

 

Robert & Gary Kabat 

October 2023 Dr. Charles Fischer 

November 2023 Anthony M. Pautler 

December 2023 Donald Kelly 

January 2024 Louisa Marcum 

February 2024 Craney & Crouse Families 

March 2024 Roger Holley 

April 2024 Kabat & Tomaszewski Families 

May 2024 Virobik, Held, & Cozadd Families 

June 2024 Hope Marcum Harbin 

July 2024 Joe Marcum 

August 2024 Gordon & Mary Louise Elliston 

September 2024 Robert & Gary Kabat 

October 2024 Joe & Louisa Marcum 

 

Hymns 10/8/2023 

Entrance Hymn #578 
All Creatures Of Our God  
 

Offertory #702 
Prayer of St. Francis 
 

Communion #793 
One Bread, One Body 
 

Recessional #675 
For you are my God. 
 

Readings 1006 

27th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
October 8, 2023 

Reverend Steven M. Pautler 
Reflection on the Synod of Synodality: A Priest's Perspective 

 

 The Church, in her timeless wisdom and guidance, has always been a 
vessel of change and adaptation, while concurrently staying rooted in the 
eternal truth of Christ. The Synod of Synodality, from my vantage point 
as a Catholic priest, is a poignant representation of this beautiful dichoto-
my. 
 The very name "Synod of Synodality" is intriguing. At its core, syn-
odality is about journeying together, emphasizing the importance of lis-
tening, mutual understanding, and the shared responsibility of the clergy 
and the laity in the mission of the Church. This Synod is not just a singu-
lar event but a process; a process of discernment, wherein the whole 
Church is invited to reflect, discuss, and pray. 
 The most noticeable element that resonated with me was the emphasis 
on 'listening'. In today's tumultuous times, true listening is becoming a 
rare art. Our world is filled with noise, distractions, and polarized de-
bates. The Church's call to deeply listen, then, stands as a counter-
cultural statement. Listening to the joys, struggles, doubts, and hopes of 
the faithful is a reiteration of Christ's compassionate ministry, who always 
had an ear for the marginalized, the suffering, and the lost. 
 However, this journey is not without its challenges. As a priest, I am  
aware of the varying opinions within our diverse and global Church. The 
concept of synodality could be met with apprehension, misunderstand-
ing, or even resistance by some. The Synod is a reminder that the 
Church is not a static institution but a living organism. As the world 
evolves, the Church too needs mechanisms to understand and respond 
to the signs of the times, all while holding fast to the unchanging truth of 
the Gospel. 
 In my daily pastoral ministry, I often encounter individuals who feel dis-
connected or even alienated from the Church. For them, the Synod offers 
hope. It sends a message that their voice matters, that they are a part of 
this grand, communal journey of faith. 
In conclusion, the Synod of Synodality, for me, is a 
profound moment of grace. It's an invitation to in-
trospection, dialogue, and rejuvenation. As a 
priest, it challenges me to be more open, more 
listening, and more inclusive. It reminds me that 
the Church's strength does not lie in its might or 
structures, but in its ability to love, to under-
stand, and to walk side by side with its peo-
ple, journeying towards Christ. 



27th. Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“The stone that the builders rejected has become 
the corner stone…” - Matthew 21:42 
 

Jesus was rejected by the religious and political 
leaders of his day, as well as ordinary citizens, but 
he was still obedient to God, the Father.  Similarly, 
living a stewardship lifestyle may cause you to be 
“rejected” by others, but we, too are called to be 
obedient.  Saying grace before a meal in a restau-
rant may attract some strange looks from 
some.  But to others it is a sign that God is alive and 
well!!  

 Pray for the Holy Father and for the Church 

 September 26, 2023 
 Among the Catholic dioceses in the United States, Octo-
ber is Respect Life Month. While we promote year-round 
the sanctity of all human life from conception until natural 
death, during the month of October we dedicate additional 
time for prayer, works of charity and advocacy to proclaim 
the Gospel of Life. Permit me to offer some thoughts about 
how we can participate in Respect Life Month. 
 First, be committed to prayer. Offer prayers of gratitude to 
God for the gift of your life; giving thanks that God created 
you and gave you your very life. Thank God each day for 
this most precious gift. Also, spend time praying for a spir-
it of conversion that more people will be committed to de-
fending human life, especially the lives of the most vulner-
able. Please join me in offering our diocesan Mass for Life 
on Thursday, October 12 at St. Clare Church in O’Fallon; 
we’ll pray the Rosary at 5:30pm and Mass will begin at 6:00 
p.m. 
 Second, perform works of charity to assist those whose 
lives are most vulnerable: the child waiting to be born; the 
mother in a crisis pregnancy; the refugee who has had to 
flee home because of war, or famine or danger; the person 
with terminal illness who does not have many friends or 
relatives nearby. Sharing our time and our resources to 
help those who are living on the margins is a beautiful way 
to help ease their anxiety, bringing light to a dark time for 
them. 
 Third, be advocates for the vulnerable who need a voice to 
speak up on their behalf. Pope Francis is tireless in speak-
ing out about the need for people to move from indiffer-
ence to involvement on behalf of the helpless, from ambiv-
alence to sincere caring for the needs of those who are 
often overlooked or seen by some in society as a burden. 
But it cannot be the Holy Father alone who speaks up; as 
committed Catholics, we must find our voices and advo-
cate for the protection of human life, whether we are talk-
ing about the child in the womb, the migrant or the person 
in hospice care.   
 As your bishop, I ask for your immediate efforts to contact 
our state elected officials and strongly reject the proposal 
to introduce so-called physician assisted suicide into Illi-
nois. There are clear signs that the state assembly will con-
sider legalizing assisted suicide during the fall term in 
Springfield. I am writing elected officials this week asking 
that they reject such a proposal. Please join me in writing 
to your elected state senator and representative. 
Together we must send a clear signal that 
human life must be respected until natural 
death. 
 Please join me in praying daily for an in-
crease in respect for human life, at all 
of its stages and with all of its vulner-
abilities. May the Lord Jesus, who 
rose from the dead and lives forev-
er, inspire us to become signs of 
God’s love during October as we 
promote the  
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Bishop Michael McGovern   

 



a



LITURGICAL MINISTERS LIST - IF YOU ARE NOT AVAILABLE PLEASE FIND A SUBSTITUTE 

      St. Mary Roman Catholic Church 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

424 E. Broadway Street 
Centralia, IL 62801  

 

 

 
 

Reverend Steven M. Pautler - Pastor 
Reverend Benny George - Parochial Vicar  

Deacon Dan Laquet - Deacon 
Mr. Luke Fitzgerald - Seminarian  

 
Theresa Hacker & Steven Pigg - Trustees 

Maria Pryor - Principal  
Cassandra Groff - Coordinator of Religious Education 

Susan Niepoetter - Treasure/Bookkeeper 
Open - Administrative Assistant 

Lynn Featherling - School Secretary 
 

Pastoral Council 
Joan Beguelin, Pete Donnelly, Garrett Ford, Lisa Guthrie 

Wayne Houser, Nancy Lukasik, Manny Maco, Cassandra Groff, 
Martina Maco, Mary Miller, Greg Schwartz, Nicole Sandahl, 

Mike Stock and Patty Williams, Steve Pigg, Theresa Hacker.  
 

Finance Council 
Greg Schwartz, Patty Williams, Louis Curl 

Jack Graham, Dr. David Knowles, Dan Laquet, Steve Pigg 
Nancy James, Rodney Resch, Susan Niepoetter.  

 

Parish Office: 618-532-6291 
School Office: 618-532-3473 
School Fax:  618-532-5180 

Rectory: 618-532-5041 
Fax: 618-532-4758  

bulletin@stmarycentralia.org  
parish@stmarycentralia.org 





    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 


