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SAINT MARY 
R O M A N  C AT H O L I C  C H U R C H  

P A R I S H  F A M I L Y  O F  S T .  M A R Y ,  C E N T R A L I A  &  S T .  M A R Y ,  M T .  V E R N O N   

WELCOME 
MASS SCHEDULE 
 

St. Mary, Centralia 
      Saturday (Vigil): 4:00pm* 
      Sunday Mass: 10:30am 
 

*Live-Stream Saturday Vigil 
www.facebook.com/TimLFergPhotosStM 
 

St. Mary, Mt. Vernon 
     Saturday (Vigil): 5:00pm 
     Sunday Mass: 10:30am 
 

RECONCILIATION 
St. Mary, Centralia 
     Saturday: 3:15pm - 3:50pm 
     or by appointment 
     618-532-6291 x307 
 

St. Mary, Mt. Vernon 
     Saturday: 4:00pm - 4:30pm 
     or by appointment 
     618-244-1559 

MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2024 
 

Jessica Hudspeth - Odin 
Karen Burbach - Sac City, IA 

SMS CALENDAR WINNERS 

SAINT MARY PRIEST SCHEDULE 

Weekend Masses 4:00 p.m. 10:30 a.m. 

January 27th - 28th  Fr. Steve Fr. Benny 

February 3rd - 4th Fr. Benny Fr. Steve 

ST. BLAISE BLESSING OF THROATS AFTER MASS 

February 10th - 11th Fr. Benny Fr. Steve 

February 17th - 18th Fr. Benny Fr. Steve 

February 24th - 25th  Fr. Benny Fr. Steve 

CANDLEMAS DAY  
PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2024 
ST. MARY CHAPEL - 8:30 A.M. 

ST. BLASÉ (FEB 3RD) 
BLESSING OF THROATS 

FRIDAY - 8:30 A.M. 
All Weekend Masses 

FATHER STEVE’S OFFICE HOURS 
 St. Mary Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, Centralia. 
    Call 618-532-6291 for an appointment. 
       Tuesday, January 30, 2024 - 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
       Friday, January 31, 2024 - 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 
 

St. Mary, Immaculate Conception Parish, Mt. Vernon. 
    Call 618-244-1559 for an appointment. 
       Wednesday, February 1, 2024 - 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
       Thursday, February 2,  2024 - 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, January 27, 2024 
4:00 p.m.  (Vigil) St. Mary Church 
†  Crucephine Pierson, Fr. Jose Ancheril Mathai 
 

Sunday, January 28, 2024 
10:30 a.m.  St. Mary Church 
†   Jamie Balsano Martioccio, Roy Szatkowski 
 

Tuesday, January 30, 2024  (All School Mass) 
8:30 a.m.  St. Mary Church  
For students and staff of St. Mary School 
 
 

Tuesday, January 30, 2024 
12:00 p.m. St Mary Hospital Chapel   
†  Rosemary Szymkowski 
 

Wednesday, January 31, 2024  
NO MASS  
 

Friday, February 2, 2024    
NO MASS 
  
 

Saturday, February 3, 2024 
8:30 a.m. St Mary Chapel  
Increase in Vocations 
4:00 p.m.  (Vigil) St. Mary Church 
Blessing of throats after Mass 
†  Mandi Hardy 
 

Sunday, February 4, 2024 
10:30 a.m.  St. Mary Church 
Blessing of throats after Mass 
†   Joe & Louisa Marcum, Hope Marcum Harbin 

STEWARDSHIP 
FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 21, 2024 
Envelopes $9,964.00 

Online Envelopes $806.95 

Loose Collection $458.00 

Building fund $300.00 

School Support $425.00 

Altar Society Dues $420.00 

Solemnity of Mary $95.00 

Mass Stipends $40.00 

Devotional Candles $60.00 

Total $12,568.95 

GIVE ONLINE TODAY! 
 Online parish donations offer the ease of 

contributing even when you're not present. It's 
a convenient solution for those who've 
relocated, are on the move, or having 

discovered our parish online. Join us today. 
1Go to our website: stmarycentralia.org 

  You can drop your weekly contribution in the collection basket  
at any neighboring parish.  It will be sent to St. Mary’s 

 and your gift will be  credited to you! 

Requested Prayers 
Blain Loll 
Robin Cimera 
Waylon Vick 
Natasha Lang 
Brian “Gooter” Gurthrie 
Ruby Stratmann 
Deb Steward 
Mark Schwartz 
Father Jim Dougherty 
Those away at College 
 

Serving in the Military 
Dylan Huether 
 

Living  in a Care Centers 
JoDene Nall 
Jane Greene 
Jeff Alig 
Nancy Herrera 
Shirley Kabat 
Red Schwartz 
Deloris Meador 

Bertha Huehne 
Clarice Moran 
Barbara Parrot 
Carol Orrell 
Betty Boxx 
Mike Kennett 
Mike Taylor 
Jerry Grasher  
 

Living at Home 
Dolores Sanders 
Mary Darin 
Helen  Guinzy 
JoEllen Nannie 
David & Ida May Guthrie 
Barbara Francois 
Loretta Pedtke 
 

For the suffering  
In Ukraine  
In the Holy Land 
Throughout the World 
 



       I find profound significance in the timing of 
certain liturgical and cultural events as we approach 
Lent. Notably, the synchrony between Groundhog 
Day and the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 

both celebrated on February 2nd, holds particular interest. 
      This is not merely a coincidence but is rooted in ancient traditions and 
the rhythms of the natural world. Groundhog Day, a popular cultural 
observance in North America, is linked to an old European tradition known 
as Candlemas. Candlemas, which is the Christian Feast of the Presentation 
of the Lord, commemorates the presentation of Jesus at the Temple. 
Traditionally, it marks the 40th day after Christmas and is a significant 
milestone in the Christian calendar. 
      The link between Groundhog Day and Candlemas stems from old 
weather lore. Candlemas was a day when candles were blessed, 
symbolizing Jesus as the light of the world. This day also held traditional 
beliefs regarding weather patterns. There's an old European saying: "If 
Candlemas be fair and bright, Come, Winter, have another flight; If 
Candlemas brings clouds and rain, Go Winter, and come not again." This 
saying reflects the belief that the weather on Candlemas day could predict 
the arrival of spring. 
     Groundhog Day has its roots in this lore. The tradition holds that if a 
groundhog emerging from its burrow on this day sees its shadow due to 
clear weather, it will retreat back into its den, and the winter will persist for 
six more weeks. If it doesn’t see its shadow because of cloudiness, spring 
will arrive early. Hence, Groundhog Day is a secular manifestation of an 
older tradition that aligns with the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. 
This confluence of a cultural and a religious observance serves as a 
poignant reminder of the interplay between our faith and the natural world. 
As we observe the Presentation of the Lord, we are also subtly reminded of 
the changing seasons and the progression of time, which is beautifully 
symbolized by the Groundhog Day tradition. 
      Therefore,  take time to rest and prepare for Lent, these observances – 
the religious significance of the Presentation of the Lord and the cultural 
charm of Groundhog Day – offer a unique perspective. They remind us of 
our connection to both our faith and the natural world. As we move through 
February and into Lent, these celebrations serve as a reminder of renewal, 
both spiritual and seasonal. They encourage us to reset and prepare, not 
just for the journey to Calvary with Jesus, but also for the transition from the 
introspection of winter to the hope and renewal of spring. 

JANUARY SANCTUARY CANDLE 
ST. MARY CHURCH INTENTION 

 

—Corinno & Anna Leeta Darin— 
February 2024 Alan & Rosalie Thomas 

March 2024 Elliston & Garnier Families 

April 2024 Michelle Lehman  

May 2024 Ralph & Bernice Sprehe  

June 2024 Henry, Dorothy, Theresa Verdeyen    

July 2024 Dr. Jerry Beguelin 

August 2024 Mary Ballagh  

September 2024 Gene Uhls 

October 2024 David Schwartz 

November 2024 Dr. Avelino & Sequndina Lazo 

December 2024 Nall, Hollern, & Duty Families 

January 2025 Henry, Dorothy, Theresa Verdeyen    

February 2025 Alan & Rosalie Thomas 

SAINT MARY’S CHAPEL INTENTION 
 

— Louisa Marcum — 
February 2024 Craney & Crouse Families 

March 2024 Roger Holley 

April 2024 Kabat & Tomaszewski Families 

May 2024 Virobik, Held, & Cozadd Families 

June 2024 Hope Marcum Harbin 

July 2024 Joe Marcum 

August 2024 Gordon & Mary Louise Elliston 

September 2024 Robert & Gary Kabat 

October 2024 Joe & Louisa Marcum 

November 2024 Holy Souls in Purgatory  

December 2024 Richard, Michael, Megan & Jacob Neff 

January 2025 Corinno & Anna Leeta Darin 

February 2025 OPEN 

FROM THE  
PASTOR’S DESK 
   Reverend Steven Pautler 

To help cover the expenses of the candle, we offer the opportunity 
each month for individuals to dedicate an intention. A $60.00 do-
nation is requested.  Please reach out to the Parish Office., to 
make your intention.  

 



PARISH STAFF 
OFFICE HOURS: TUESDAY - FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
CLOSED FOR LUNCH 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. (CLOSED MONDAY) 
    

    Parish Phone: 618-532-6291  
  School Phone: 618-532-3473 - Fax 618-352-2010 

 

Pastor 
Fr. Steven Pautler  |  Ext. 307  |  spautler@stmarycentralia.org 
 

Associate Pastor 
Fr. Benny George |  Ext. 000  |  frbenny@stmarymtvernon.org 
 

Deacon 
Dn. Dan Laquet  |  Ext. 301  |  daniel.laquet@yahoo.com 
 

St. Mary School Principal (618-532-3473) 
Maria Pryor  |  Ext. 303  | mariapryor@stmarycentralia.org 
 

Treasure/Bookkeeper  
Susan Niepoetter |  Ext. 305  |  sniepoetter@stmarycentralia.org 
 

Parish Receptionist 
Vicki Laquet   |  Ext. 301  |  parish@stmarycentralia.org 
 

Coordinator of Religious Education 
 

Cassandra Groff   |  Ext. 306 |  cassandra.groff.cre@gmail.com 
St. Mary School Secretary (618-532-3473) 
 

Lynn Featherling  |  Ext. 302   |  lynn@stmarycentralia.org 
 

The family of JoDene Nall would like to remind 
her parish family that on January 31, 2024  

JoDene will celebrate her 93rd birthday!  She 
would love to receive cards at her new address: 

 

Mrs. JoDene Nall 

Heritage Woods 

2049 E McCord     Apt 267 

Centralia, IL  62801 



Share Your Talents and Make a Difference! Join us as a 
Liturgical Minister at our Saturday Vigil Mass, Sunday 
Mass, or other sevices. Your help is greatly needed and 
appreciated. Volunteer today and bring your unique 
gifts to our community. For more information or to sign 
up, please contact the Parish Office at 618-532-6291 
and ask for Vicki Laquet. Your contribution will mean 
so much. Thank you for considering this opportunity to 
serve. Blessings, Fr. Steve  
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Jack Graham Insurance 
Agency, Inc.

Jack Graham 
Agent

426 W. Broadway 
Centralia, IL 62801 
Bus: 618-533-2757 

Jack.graham.hr4b@statefarm.com 
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Marcia Boswell

 
mboswell@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2246

Bronson Meyer, CFP®, AAMSTM

Financial Advisor

1501 East Mccord St Suite 3 
P.O. Box 1224 
Centralia, IL 62801 
Bus. 618-533-5779  
TF 866-533-5779 
Fax 877-202-8491
bronson.meyer@edwardjones.com 
edwardjones.com/bronson-meyer

 

 

 
 

 

Andrea Williams	 Scott Williams, AAMS®

Financial Advisor	 Financial Advisor

301 South Poplar	 330 E McCord St Suite B
Centralia, IL	 Centralia, IL
Bus. 618-533-5611	 Bus. 618-533-3449 
andrea.williams2@edwardjones.com	 scott.williams@edwardjones.com

 

 

 
 

 

O’Brist Appraisal, Inc.
Centralia, IL

225 North Broadway
Centralia, Illinois 62801

www.obristappraisal.com

Jay O’Brist
Certified General

Real Estate Appraiser
Certified in Illinois & Kentucky

Il 553.002674 & KY 5348

618-322-7009
jay_obrist@charter.net

Josh Neff
Associate

Real Estate Trainee
Appraiser

#557.006174

618-322-0345
obristappraisal@gmail.com

Your project, our solutions.

Email: tandlcontracting.inc@gmail.com
Contact: Paige Lauder

1705 State Route 161, Centralia, IL 62801
Tel: 618-533-0758 | Fax: 618-533-0784

FREE
ESTIMATES

MOWING • EDGING • HEDGE 
WEEDING • TRIMMING
618-694-3359
hansoslawncare@outlook.com

SOUTHERN IL       AG SOLUTIONS

Parker M. Timmons, President
email: soilagsolutions@gmail.com

1705 State Route 161, Centralia, IL 62801

Office: 618-533-0758 
Cell: 618-367-0624

MAXIMIZING POTENTIAL

TATE’S
PLUMBING, LLC

571 Race Track Road, Centralia, IL 

618-532-2057
License: 058-196115

CENTRALIA

Sutherland-Garnier
Funeral & Cremation Services

Serving St. Mary Church  
Since 1874

“Our Family Serving Area Families 
For Four Generations”

235 N. Sycamore Street 
Centralia, IL 62801     Phone (618) 532-3523

Misty Rollinson 
Director of Marketing & Sales 
marketing@hw-centralia-slf.com 
Managed by Gardant Management Solutions

2049 E McCord Street 
Centralia, Illinois 62801 
Ph 618-532-4590 | Fx 618-532-4596 
www.hw-centralia-slf.com

ASHLEE WETHINGTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY

Newborn • Child • Senior • Family 
 Engagement • Wedding 

618.322.3053 
www.ashleewethingtonphotography.com 

421 E. Broadway • Centralia, IL 62801

BRENT & GREG KUDER, OWNERS 

403 NORTH LOCUST 
CENTRALIA, IL 62801 

532-1520

1325 E. McCord • Centralia 
618-532-8861

618-533-9197 
835 S. Wabash 

Home of fine foods 
& great service

501 N. Franklin  
Centralia

 

618-532-4703

Centralia 

618-322-5878

617 S. Cherry • Centralia 
618-532-7988


