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SAINT MARY 
R O M A N  C AT H O L I C  C H U R C H  

P A R I S H  F A M I L Y  O F  S T .  M A R Y ,  C E N T R A L I A  &  S T .  M A R Y ,  M T .  V E R N O N   

WELCOME 
MASS SCHEDULE 
 

St. Mary, Centralia 
      Saturday (Vigil): 4:00pm* 
      Sunday Mass: 10:30am 
 

*Live-Stream Saturday Vigil 
www.facebook.com/TimLFergPhotosStM 
 

St. Mary, Mt. Vernon 
     Saturday (Vigil): 5:00pm 
     Sunday Mass: 10:30am 
 

RECONCILIATION 
St. Mary, Centralia 
     Saturday: 3:15pm - 3:50pm 
     or by appointment 
     618-532-6291 x307 
 

St. Mary, Mt. Vernon 
     Saturday: 4:00pm - 4:30pm 
     or by appointment 
     618-244-1559 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2024 
 

LOUIS KASBAN - ASHLEY 
ASHLEY PAT KUDER - CENTRALIA 

SMS CALENDAR WINNERS 

SAINT MARY PRIEST SCHEDULE 

 4:00 p.m. (Vigil) 10:30 a.m.  

February 17th - 18th Fr. Benny Fr. Steve 

February 24th - 25th Fr. Benny  Fr. Steve 

March 2nd - 3rd Fr. Benny Fr. Steve 

March 9th - 10th  Fr. Benny Fr. Steve 

FATHER STEVE’S OFFICE HOURS 
 St. Mary Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, Centralia. 
    Call 618-532-6291 for an appointment. 
       Tuesday, February 20, 2024 - 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
       Friday, February 23, 2024 - 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 
 

St. Mary, Immaculate Conception Parish, Mt. Vernon. 
    Call 618-244-1559 for an appointment. 
       Wednesday, February 21, 2024- 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
       Thursday, February 22, 2024- 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 

   STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

6:00 p.m. 
Thursday, February 22nd 
Thursday February 29th 

Thursday, March 7th 
Thursday, March 14th 
Thursday, March 21st 

 

2:15 p.m. 
(with SMS Students) 

Friday, February 23rd 
Friday, March 1st 
Friday, March 8th 

Friday, March 15th 
Friday, March 22nd 

 
Serving 5 pm - 7 pm 
 St. Mary School Gym  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, February 17, 2024 
1st Sunday of Lent 
4:00 p.m.  (Vigil) St. Mary Church 
† Rosemary Szymkowski & Dr. Charles Fischer   
 

Sunday, February 18, 2024 
1st Sunday of Lent 
10:30 a.m.  St. Mary Church 
†   Harold “Bud” Miller,   †   Agnes & Lawrence Goebel 
 

Tuesday, February 20, 2024  
12:00 p.m. St Mary Hospital Chapel   
†   Rosemary Szymkowski 
 

Wednesday, February 21, 2024  
8:30 a.m.  St. Mary’s Chapel 
† Donald and Beverly Kelly   
 

Friday, February  23, 2024  (All School Mass) 
8:30 a.m. St. Mary Church  
†   Fr. Jose Mathai 
 

Saturday, February 24, 2024 
2nd. Sunday of Lent 
4:00 p.m.  (Vigil) St. Mary Church 
†   Crucephine Pierson, Alma & Carol Gettinger 
 

Sunday, February 25, 2024 
2nd Sunday of Lent 
10:30 a.m.  St. Mary Church 
†   David Schwartz & †  Carolyn Carl Kimley 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 11, 2024 
Envelopes $4,464.00 

Online Envelopes $1,432.57 

Loose Collection $592.25 

Building fund $70.00 

School Support $10.00 

Altar Society Dues $60.00 

Central & Eastern Europe $25.00 

Mass Stipends $80.00 

Messenger $180.00 

Total $6,913.82 

GIVE ONLINE TODAY! 
 Online parish donations offer the ease of 

contributing even when you're not present. It's 
a convenient solution for those who've 
relocated, are on the move, or having 

discovered our parish online. Join us today. 
1Go to our website: stmarycentralia.org 

  You can drop your weekly contribution in the collection basket  
at any neighboring parish.  It will be sent to St. Mary’s 

 and your gift will be  credited to you! 

Requested Prayers 
Blain Loll 
Robin Cimera 
Waylon Vick 
Natasha Lang 
Brian “Gooter” Gurthrie 
Ruby Stratmann 
Deb Steward 
Mark Schwartz 
Those away at College 
 

Serving in the Military 
Dylan Huether 
 

Living  in a Care Centers 
JoDene Nall 
Jane Greene 
Jeff Alig 
Nancy Herrera 
Shirley Kabat 
Red Schwartz 
Deloris Meador 
 

Bertha Huehne 
Clarice Moran 
Barbara Parrot 
Carol Orrell 
Betty Boxx 
Mike Kennett 
Mike Taylor 
Jerry Grasher  
 

Living at Home 
Dolores Sanders 
Mary Darin 
Helen  Guinzy 
JoEllen Nannie 
David & Ida May Guthrie 
Barbara Francois 
Loretta Pedtke 
 

For the suffering  
In Ukraine  
In the Holy Land 
Throughout the World 
 



FEBRUARY SANCTUARY CANDLE 
ST. MARY CHURCH INTENTION 

 

—Alan & Rosalie Thomas - 
March 2024 Elliston & Garnier Families 

April 2024 Michelle Lehman  

May 2024 Ralph & Bernice Sprehe  

June 2024 Henry, Dorothy, Theresa Verdeyen    

July 2024 Dr. Jerry Beguelin 

August 2024 Mary Ballagh  

September 2024 Gene Uhls 

October 2024 David Schwartz 

November 2024 Dr. Avelino & Sequndina Lazo 

December 2024 Nall, Hollern, & Duty Families 

January 2025 Henry, Dorothy, Theresa Verdeyen    

February 2025 Alan & Rosalie Thomas 

MARCH 2025 OPEN 

SAINT MARY’S CHAPEL INTENTION 
 

—  Craney & Crouse Families - 
March 2024 Roger Holley 

April 2024 Kabat & Tomaszewski Families 

May 2024 Virobik, Held, & Cozadd Families 

June 2024 Hope Marcum Harbin 

July 2024 Joe Marcum 

August 2024 Gordon & Mary Louise Elliston 

September 2024 Robert & Gary Kabat 

October 2024 Joe & Louisa Marcum 

November 2024 Holy Souls in Purgatory  

December 2024 Richard, Michael, Megan & Jacob Neff 

January 2025 Corinno & Anna Leeta Darin 

February 2025 Patricia Walter 

MARCH 2025 OPEN 

FROM THE   
DEACON’S DESK 
   DEACON DAN LAQUET 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  
     When I attended Christ the King School in Chicago, our sev-
enth- grade teacher, Sister Ann Damien, spoke with us frequent-
ly about the importance of prayer. She shared with us that one 
prayer she offered every night before going to bed was : “Lord, 
call me when you’re ready, but make me ready when you call.” 
Sister’s words made an impression on me, even as a junior high 
student. We all knew that the Lord would one day call us from 
this life to the next, but we should pray that the Lord prepare us 
for the hour of our passing, whenever that hour might be ac-
cording to God’s plan.  
     Sister Ann Damien’s prayer has been on my heart lately be-
cause there are people in our state who have a very different 
mindset than Sister. A bill has been introduced in the Illinois 
assembly that would legalize assisted suicide. The proposed 
change in law would permit a person who is ill to ask for profes-
sional medical assistance in ending their lives early typically 
through taking narcotics. In my opinion, such a law would be 
empty of any sense that God is the Author of Life who brings us 
into being and calls us into eternity at the end of our lives on 
earth. Instead, the person who is ill could hasten their passing 
through the assistance of a doctor or nurse. Such a scenario is 
chilling when medical professionals, who have a vocation to 
healing and preserving life, would become agents of ending 
lives.  
   Still more frightening is the thought that assisted suicide, while 
beginning as an option for a patient, will become an expecta-
tion. Will the elderly, the disabled and the sick experience subtle 
and not-so-subtle pressure to end their lives through assisted 
suicide? Judging from stories about the consequences of  

assisted suicide where it has been legalized in Europe and North 
America, we must take immediate action to stand up for the dignity 
of human life until natural death. What can we do to stop such 
legislation in Illinois? This week, join me in contacting relatives and 
friends to alert them that this bill has been introduced in our state 
and it is urgent that we mobilize to oppose it. Join me in contacting 
our respective state representatives and senators and ask them to 
oppose the introduction of assisted suicide.  
     There are many good people who agree with us on the life issues. 
But we need for each of us to stand up and be vocal so that we can 
counter the culture of death. More information about how to help 
preserve human life will be on our diocesan website 
(www.diobelle.org) and in the next edition of The Messenger. In the 
meantime, please join me in asking God’s help for this most 
important cause. Pray frequently, even daily during Lent, that God 
help us promote the sanctity of human life including at the final 
stages. Below is a simple prayer I composed for use in our diocese. 

 A PRAYER FOR HELP 
Lord Jesus Christ, you chose to share our human nature and redeem 
all people. We ask your help for our brothers and sisters who are ill. 
Support them with your power and shelter them from sadness. Keep 
them firm in faith and serene in hope. Help also those who assist the 
sick and care for them in their time of illness. Inspire our society to 
resist the temptation of assisted suicide for the elderly, the sick, the 
vulnerable and all your people. May life’s beauty and sanctity be 
respected among all our brothers and sisters. All this we ask in your 
Holy Name. Amen  

                                               One of the keys to understanding the 
Lenten Scriptures that we will be listening to in the weeks ahead is 
the importance of covenants in salvation history. From the moment 
of Adam and Eve’s disobedience in Genesis, God’s plan of salvation 
moved into action. Humanity had turned away from God, losing the 
gift of participation in the divine life God had planned for them. 
God’s children were now separated from Him. Yet in His great love 
for us, the Father would make a way for us to have a new, greater 
relationship with Him through His Son, Jesus.  
     The second person of the Trinity, “though He was in the form of 
God, emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave.” (Phil 2:6-7). He 
“became flesh and made His dwelling among us.” (Jn 1:14). 
Through His life, death, resurrection, and ascension into Heaven, 
Jesus atoned for our faults and made satisfaction for our sins. He 
paid the price for our disobedience and made the divine life once 
again available to us through Him. Through this new covenant, 
brought about through Him, Jesus invites each of us to receive a 
share in His very own life, lived in communion with the Father 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. This new and definitive 
covenant in Jesus fulfills the Father’s promises and offers us the 
possibility of new life. Even after His resurrection and ascension, 
Jesus does not abandon us but remains with us through the 
Eucharist.  
     Jesus makes this divine life freely available to us as a gift. We 
begin by being baptized, rejecting sin, and turning to God. In this 
way, we are made new, given an indelible mark on our souls as 
chosen ones of God. We have become part of Christ’s Mystical Body, 
the Church. Transforming with the love, mercy, and grace we 
receive from the sacraments, we grow more like Christ as His 
disciples and represent Him to the world by being living examples 
of the love and power of God’s kingdom here on earth.  



PARISH STAFF 
OFFICE HOURS: TUESDAY - FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
CLOSED FOR LUNCH 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. (CLOSED MONDAY) 
    

    Parish Phone: 618-532-6291  
  School Phone: 618-532-3473 - Fax 618-352-2010 

 

Pastor 
Fr. Steven Pautler  |  Ext. 307  |  spautler@stmarycentralia.org 
 

Associate Pastor 
Fr. Benny George |  Ext. 000  |  frbenny@stmarymtvernon.org 
 

Deacon 
Dn. Dan Laquet  |  Ext. 301  |  daniel.laquet@yahoo.com 
 

St. Mary School Principal (618-532-3473) 
Maria Pryor  |  Ext. 303  | mariapryor@stmarycentralia.org 
 

Treasure/Bookkeeper  
Susan Niepoetter |  Ext. 305  |  sniepoetter@stmarycentralia.org 
 

Parish Receptionist 
Vicki Laquet   |  Ext. 301  |  parish@stmarycentralia.org 
 

Coordinator of Religious Education 
 

Cassandra Groff   |  Ext. 306 |  cassandra.groff.cre@gmail.com 
St. Mary School Secretary (618-532-3473) 
 

Lynn Featherling  |  Ext. 302   |  lynn@stmarycentralia.org 
 

LENTEN REGULATIONS  
 

PRAYER :  “For me, prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a simple look turned toward heaven, it is a cry of recognition and of love, embracing 
both trial and joy.”  -St. Therese of Lisieux (CCC 2558) During Lent, we are asked to devote ourselves to seeking the Lord in prayer and 
reading Scripture, to service by giving alms, and to practice self-control through fasting. Dive into God's word in Scripture this Lent or 
pray the rosary with your family. 

 

FASTING:    Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during Lent 
are obligatory days of abstinence. For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. 
When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full meal. The norms 
concerning abstinence from meat are binding upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 onwards. If possible, the fast on 
Good Friday is continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the “paschal fast” to honor the suffering and dea th of the Lord 
Jesus and to prepare ourselves to share more fully and to celebrate more readily his Resurrection. 
 

ALMSGIVING:   The foundational call of Christians to charity is a frequent theme of the Gospels. During Lent, we are asked to focus more 
intently on “almsgiving,” which means donating money or goods to the poor and performing other acts of charity. As one of the three pil-
lars of Lenten practice, almsgiving is “a witness to fraternal charity” and “a work of justice pleasing to God.” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, no. 2462). 
 

Particular Opportunities for Almsgiving during Lent: There are several special opportunities for almsgiving through donations to Church 
ministries for which collections are conducted during the Lenten season including: Collection for the Church in Central & Eastern Europe, 
National Black and Indiana Mission Collection, Catholic Relief Services Collection, Pontifical Good Friday Collection for Care for Christians 
in the Holy Land, CRS Rice Bowl. 



CATHOLIC SCHOOL’S WEEK KICK-OFF - SMS CHOIR AT MASS 

 
HOW TO DONATE, PURCHASE TICKETS,  

AND KEEP UP-TO-DATE… GO TO: 
https://stmarypto.schoolauction.net/derby 

or:  stmarycentralia.org 
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Jack Graham Insurance 
Agency, Inc.

Jack Graham 
Agent

426 W. Broadway 
Centralia, IL 62801 
Bus: 618-533-2757 

Jack.graham.hr4b@statefarm.com 
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Marcia Boswell

 
mboswell@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2246

Bronson Meyer, CFP®, AAMSTM

Financial Advisor

1501 East Mccord St Suite 3 
P.O. Box 1224 
Centralia, IL 62801 
Bus. 618-533-5779  
TF 866-533-5779 
Fax 877-202-8491
bronson.meyer@edwardjones.com 
edwardjones.com/bronson-meyer

 

 

 
 

 

Andrea Williams Scott Williams, AAMS®

Financial Advisor Financial Advisor

301 South Poplar 330 E McCord St Suite B
Centralia, IL Centralia, IL
Bus. 618-533-5611 Bus. 618-533-3449 
andrea.williams2@edwardjones.com scott.williams@edwardjones.com

 

 

 
 

 

O’Brist Appraisal, Inc.
Centralia, IL

225 North Broadway
Centralia, Illinois 62801

www.obristappraisal.com

Jay O’Brist
Certified General

Real Estate Appraiser
Certified in Illinois & Kentucky

Il 553.002674 & KY 5348

618-322-7009
jay_obrist@charter.net

Josh Neff
Associate

Real Estate Trainee
Appraiser

#557.006174

618-322-0345
obristappraisal@gmail.com

Your project, our solutions.

Email: tandlcontracting.inc@gmail.com
Contact: Paige Lauder

1705 State Route 161, Centralia, IL 62801
Tel: 618-533-0758 | Fax: 618-533-0784

FREE
ESTIMATES

MOWING • EDGING • HEDGE 
WEEDING • TRIMMING
618-694-3359
hansoslawncare@outlook.com

SOUTHERN IL       AG SOLUTIONS

Parker M. Timmons, President
email: soilagsolutions@gmail.com

1705 State Route 161, Centralia, IL 62801

Office: 618-533-0758 
Cell: 618-367-0624

MAXIMIZING POTENTIAL

TATE’S
PLUMBING, LLC

571 Race Track Road, Centralia, IL 

618-532-2057
License: 058-196115

CENTRALIA

Sutherland-Garnier
Funeral & Cremation Services

Serving St. Mary Church  
Since 1874

“Our Family Serving Area Families 
For Four Generations”

235 N. Sycamore Street 
Centralia, IL 62801     Phone (618) 532-3523

Misty Rollinson 
Director of Marketing & Sales 
marketing@hw-centralia-slf.com 
Managed by Gardant Management Solutions

2049 E McCord Street 
Centralia, Illinois 62801 
Ph 618-532-4590 | Fx 618-532-4596 
www.hw-centralia-slf.com

ASHLEE WETHINGTON 
PHOTOGRAPHY

Newborn • Child • Senior • Family 
 Engagement • Wedding 

618.322.3053 
www.ashleewethingtonphotography.com 

421 E. Broadway • Centralia, IL 62801

BRENT & GREG KUDER, OWNERS 

403 NORTH LOCUST 
CENTRALIA, IL 62801 

532-1520

1325 E. McCord • Centralia 
618-532-8861

618-533-9197 
835 S. Wabash 

Home of fine foods 
& great service

501 N. Franklin  
Centralia

 

618-532-4703

Centralia 

618-322-5878

617 S. Cherry • Centralia 
618-532-7988


