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SAINT MARY 
R O M A N  C AT H O L I C  C H U R C H  

P A R I S H  F A M I L Y  O F  S T .  M A R Y ,  C E N T R A L I A  &  S T .  M A R Y ,  M T .  V E R N O N   

WELCOME 
MASS SCHEDULE 
 

St. Mary, Centralia 
      Saturday (Vigil): 4:00pm* 
      Sunday Mass: 10:30am 
 

*Live-Stream Saturday Vigil 
www.facebook.com/TimLFergPhotosStM 
 

St. Mary, Mt. Vernon 
     Saturday (Vigil): 5:00pm 
     Sunday Mass: 10:30am 
 

RECONCILIATION 
St. Mary, Centralia 
     Saturday: 3:15pm - 3:50pm 
     or by appointment 
     618-532-6291 x307 
 

St. Mary, Mt. Vernon 
     Saturday: 4:00pm - 4:30pm 
     or by appointment 
     618-244-1559 

MONDAY, MARCH 11, 2025 
 

NICHOLAS HECK – CENTRALIA  
LEEROY ROPER - ODIN  

SMS CALENDAR WINNERS 

FATHER STEVE’S OFFICE HOURS 
 St. Mary Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, Centralia. 
    Call 618-532-6291 for an appointment. 
       Tuesday, March 19, 2024 - Away from the Parish 
       Friday, March 22, 2024 - 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 
 

St. Mary, Immaculate Conception Parish, Mt. Vernon. 
    Call 618-244-1559 for an appointment. 
       Wednesday, March 20, 2024 - Away from the Parish 
       Thursday, March 21, 2024- 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 

ST. MARY SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
SUNDAY, APRIL 21, 2024 - 11:00 A.M. 

 

St. Theresa of Avila Parish 
812 N. Main St. Salem, IL 62881  

Bishop Michael McGovern 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, March 16, 2024 
4th.  Sunday of Lent 
4:00 p.m.  (Vigil) St. Mary Church 
†  Margaret “Marge” Pautler  †   Dale & Margie Gehrke 
 

Sunday, March 17, 2024 
4th. Sunday of Lent 
10:30 a.m.  St. Mary Church 
† Roy  Szatkowski †   Carolyn Carl Kimley  
 

Tuesday, March 19, 2024  
12:00 p.m. St Mary Hospital Chapel   
† Rosemary Szymkowski,  For Healing 
 

Wednesday, March 20, 2024  
8:30 a.m.  St. Mary’s Chapel 
†   Dana Smith 
 

Friday, March 21, 2024  (All School Mass) 
8:30 a.m. St. Mary Church  
†   Donald & Beverly Kelly  †   Dr. Charles Fischer 
 

Saturday, March 23, 2024 
Palm Sunday 
4:00 p.m.  (Vigil) St. Mary Church 
†  Crucephine Pierson   †  Fr. Jose Mathai  
 

Sunday, March 24, 2024 
Palm Sunday 
10:30 a.m.  St. Mary Church 
†  Linda Bauer †   Jack Marcum  

STEWARDSHIP 
FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 10, 2024 

Envelopes $6,510.00 

Online Envelopes 1,453.07 

Loose Collection 330.56 

Building fund 410.00 

School Support 65.00 

Easter Offering 130.00 

Easter Flowers 735.00 

Catholic Relief Services 182.00 

Good Friday 50.00 

Messenger 30.00 

Mass Stipends 200.00 

Total $10,095.63 

GIVE ONLINE TODAY! 
 Online parish donations offer the ease of 

contributing even when you're not present. It's 
a convenient solution for those who've 
relocated, are on the move, or having 

discovered our parish online. Join us today. 
1Go to our website: stmarycentralia.org 

  You can drop your weekly contribution in the collection basket  
at any neighboring parish.  It will be sent to St. Mary’s 

 and your gift will be  credited to you! 

Requested Prayers 
Roy Kroezen 
Blain Loll 
Robin Cimera 
Waylon Vick 
Natasha Lang 
Brian “Gooter” Guthrie 
Ruby Stratmann 
Deb Steward 
Mark Schwartz 
Those away at College 
 

Serving in the Military 
Dylan Huether 
 

Living  in a Care Centers 
JoDene Nall 
Jane Greene 
Jeff Alig 
Nancy Herrera 
Shirley Kabat 
Red Schwartz 
Deloris Meador 

Bertha Huehne 
Clarice Moran 
Barbara Parrot 
Carol Orrell 
Betty Boxx 
Mike Kennett 
Mike Taylor 
Jerry Grasher  
 

Living at Home 
Dolores Sanders 
Mary Darin 
Helen  Guinzy 
JoEllen Nannie 
David & Ida May Guthrie 
Barbara Francois 
Loretta Pedtke 
 

For the suffering  
In Ukraine  
In the Holy Land 
Throughout the World 
 

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 31st 
8:45 A.M. - ST MARY  

 

FIRST COMMUNION SUNDAY 
SUNDAY, APRIL 7th.  

8:45 A.M. - St.  Mary Church 



FROM THE   
DEACON’S DESK 
   DEACON DAN LAQUET 

           As we hear in our first reading from Jeremiah, 
the themes of covenant that have been part of our 

scriptural journey this Lent are coming to a climax as we prepare to join with 
Jesus as he enters into Jerusalem. That journey will culminate in Jesus’ 
passion, death, and Resurrection. The Lord God will reveal the promise of a 
new and perfect covenant, prepared for, and foreshadowed by the old 
covenants He made with His people. 
         The new law given by Christ fulfills, refines, and surpasses the laws of 
the Old Testament, bringing them to perfection. This new law is directed at 
reforming the human heart, rather than providing written laws that must be 
followed. We still have God’s commandments to guide us, but Jesus sums 
them up by telling us to love God with our all our mind, heart, and soul, and 
our neighbor as ourselves.  
         We know from the covenantal traditions in the Old Testament that 
every covenant must be sealed, and the most solemn ones were sealed with 
a blood sacrifice. Since Jesus is the fulfillment of the Father’s promises and 
the new covenant by which He will perfect His previous ones, then what is 
the sacrifice required to seal such a covenant? Ultimately, it would be the 
suffering and death of Christ on the cross. Jesus makes this clear in John’s 
Gospel reading this week, in which the main image is the necessity of wheat 
falling to the ground to die so that it might multiply into many stalks of wheat.  
         The implications are clear, Jesus must go to the cross, die, and be 
raised again, so that we might receive the life of God’s Kingdom. He is the 
paschal sacrifice that seals the new and eternal covenant. Jesus’s divine and 
human nature exist together in unity. Jesus is the bringer of the covenant, 
and the symbol of its fruit. What Jesus is by nature, the Son of God, he 
invites us to become through grace, as adopted sons and daughters of God. 
         This is why Sacred Scripture invites us to repent and be baptized 
through His Church. If we repent and surrender our lives to Jesus, and enter 
His covenant through Baptism, then His life takes root in us and helps 
conforms us to Him. We have an opportunity to be part of that dynamic of 
surrender, of dying and rising, every time we encounter Jesus in the  
Eucharist at Mass. Let us prepare ourselves then, so that when we say 
“Amen” before receiving Jesus in the Eucharist, it becomes an intentional 
submission. The total surrender of our hearts, minds, and entire lives to the 
one who died so that we might live free from the encumbrances of our sins. 

MARCH SANCTUARY CANDLE 
ST. MARY CHURCH INTENTION 

 

—Elliston & Garnier Families - 
April 2024 Michelle Lehman  

May 2024 Ralph & Bernice Sprehe  

June 2024 Henry, Dorothy, Theresa Verdeyen    

July 2024 Dr. Jerry Beguelin 

August 2024 Mary Ballagh  

September 2024 Gene Uhls 

October 2024 David Schwartz 

November 2024 Dr. Avelino & Sequndina Lazo 

December 2024 Nall, Hollern, & Duty Families 

January 2025 Henry, Dorothy, Theresa Verdeyen    

February 2025 Alan & Rosalie Thomas 

March 2025 OPEN 

April 2025 OPEN 

SAINT MARY’S CHAPEL INTENTION 
 

—  Roger Holley - 
April 2024 Kabat & Tomaszewski Families 

May 2024 Virobik, Held, & Cozadd Families 

June 2024 Hope Marcum Harbin 

July 2024 Joe Marcum 

August 2024 Gordon & Mary Louise Elliston 

September 2024 Robert & Gary Kabat 

October 2024 Joe & Louisa Marcum 

November 2024 Holy Souls in Purgatory  

December 2024 Richard, Michael, Megan & Jacob Neff 

January 2025 Corinno & Anna Leeta Darin 

February 2025 Patricia Walter 

March 2025 OPEN 

April 2025 OPEN 

 



PARISH STAFF 
OFFICE HOURS: TUESDAY - FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
CLOSED FOR LUNCH 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. (CLOSED MONDAY) 
    

    Parish Phone: 618-532-6291  
  School Phone: 618-532-3473 - Fax 618-352-2010 

 

Pastor 
Fr. Steven Pautler  |  Ext. 307  |  spautler@stmarycentralia.org 
 

Associate Pastor 
Fr. Benny George |  Ext. 000  |  frbenny@stmarymtvernon.org 
 

Deacon 
Dn. Dan Laquet  |  Ext. 301  |  daniel.laquet@yahoo.com 
 

St. Mary School Principal (618-532-3473) 
Maria Pryor  |  Ext. 303  | mariapryor@stmarycentralia.org 
 

Treasure/Bookkeeper  
Susan Niepoetter |  Ext. 305  |  sniepoetter@stmarycentralia.org 
 

Parish Receptionist 
Vicki Laquet   |  Ext. 301  |  parish@stmarycentralia.org 
 

Coordinator of Religious Education 
 

Cassandra Groff   |  Ext. 306 |  cassandra.groff.cre@gmail.com 
St. Mary School Secretary (618-532-3473) 
 

Lynn Featherling  |  Ext. 302   |  lynn@stmarycentralia.org 
 

 



     
 
 
 
 
 

 Listening for the Lord's voice is an important part of making life decisions. 
What are ways that help us listen for the Lord's voice and understand what 
he is saying to us? 
     The Diocese of Belleville is offering a morning of recollection for young 
men, ages 16-32, interested in learning more about making life decisions 
from a Catholic perspective. Please join Fr. Godfrey Mullen, OSB, and 
Bishop Michael McGovern on Saturday, March 23, from 9:00 AM — I PM at 
St. Nicholas Parish, 625 St. Nicholas Drive, O'Fallon, IL. Our time will in-
clude Mass, three short inspirational talks, quiet time, discussion and lunch. 
This is an excellent spiritual opportunity for young men discerning their 
future paths, including the possibility of priesthood or religious life.  For 
more information or to RSVP, please contact Mrs. Judy Hoffmann by e-mail 
at: jhoffmann@diobelle.org or by phone (618) 722-5003 by March 15. 




