
  
 

 

424  E.  BROADWAY, CENTRALIA ,  IL  62801  

618 -532 -6291  -  s tmarycentra l ia .o rg   
 

Partnered  with  St .  Mary ,  Carlyle,   
St .  Lawrence,  Sandoval,  and  St .  Teresa  o f  Avila ,  Marydale 

 December 28 ,  2025    Feast of  the  Ho ly  Family  o f  Jesus,  Mary  and  Joseph  

Mass & Liturgy Schedule 
 

Saturday, December 27, 2025 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
4:00 p.m. at St. Mary Church 
† Crucephine Pierson † Florence Garnier  
Father Steve Pautler 
 

Sunday, December 28, 2025 
8:30 a.m. at St. Lawrence Church, Sandoval 
† Deceased members of St. Lawrence 
† Don Rohner 
Father Steve Pautler 
 

1030 a.m. at St. Mary Church 
† Mary Jo Kluck † Verdeyen/Willenborg Families  
Father Steve Pautler 
 
 

Tuesday, December 30, 2025 
8:30 a.m. at Felician Chapel 
Rosary, Novena, and Exposition 
Deacon Dan Laquet 

 

          Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God  
                         Holy Day of Obligation 
 

Wednesday, December 31, 2025 
4:00 p.m. at St. Mary Church (Vigil) 
† Dr. Jerry Beguelin   †  Mary Darin  
Father George Mauck & Deacon Dan 
 

Thursday, January 1, 2026 (New Year’s Day) 
 8:30 a.m. at St. Lawrence Church, Sandoval 
† Bonnie Richeson    † Charles & Norma Saale  
† Curtis Fark  
Father George Mauck 
 

Friday, January 2, 2026 
NO MASS 
 

Saturday, January 3, 2026 
Epiphany of our Lord Jesus Christ (Vigil) 
4:00 p.m. at St. Mary Church 
† Donald & Beverly Kelly † Dr. Charles Fischer  
Father Devarajulu Ubbarapu & Deacon Dan Laquet 
 

Sunday, January 4, 2026 
8:30 a.m. at St. Lawrence Church, Sandoval 
Epiphany of our Lord Jesus Christ  
† Deceased members of St. Lawrence 
† Ron Clark  
Father Devarajulu Ubbarapu & Deacon Dan Laquet 
 

1030 a.m. at St. Mary Church 
Epiphany of our Lord Jesus Christ 
† Bonnie Starr † Roy Thormond  
Father Devarajulu Ubbarapu & Deacon Dan Laquet 

“He rose, took the child and 
his mother, and went to the 
land of Israel.”  Mt 2:21 

“And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the  
Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.” - John 1:14 

“He went down with them and came 
to Nazareth and was obedient to 
them. His mother kept all these 
things in her heart.” Luke 2:51  



Annual Way of Lights at the Shrine 

Join us for the Way of Lights at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of the Snows from November 21 through De-
cember 31. The grounds glow each evening from 5 
to 9.  This visit steadies the heart and reminds us 
why the season matters. visit : 
snow.org/wayoflights or call 618-397-6700.  
 

King’s House at the Shrine -  Retreat Schedule 

The Spring Quiet Retreat season at King’s House 
Retreat Center, Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows, 
runs from November 1, 2025, to May 1, 2026.  
Men’s retreats will be held January 9–11, January 
16–18, and May 1–3, while women’s retreats are 
scheduled for March and April. For details, contact 
618-397-0584 or visit kh.snows.org.  
 

2026 Men’s Quiet Retreat  
Friday, Jan. 9, to Sunday, Jan. 11, 2026 

Friday, Jan. 16, to Sunday, Jan. 18, 2026  
 

2026 Women’s Quiet Retreat 

Friday, March 6, to Sunday, March 8, 2026 

Friday, March 13, to Sunday, March 15, 2026 

Friday, March 20, to Sunday, March 22, 2026 

Friday, March 27, to Sunday, March 29, 2026  
 

2026 SMS Calendars now available! 

If you thought Santa delivered excitement only 
once a year, our 2026 SMS Calendar is here to 
prove him wrong. Every page brings a fresh splash 
of color from our students and a chance to win a 
little something that keeps the year moving. It’s 
Christmas cheer that refuses to pack up and go 
home. Contact the School OȂice 618-532-3473. 
Donation $25.00. 
 

Vocation Corners December 28 

Today we hear of Joseph’s call to be the Head of 
the Holy Family. What a wonderful act of selfless-
ness - turning his whole life over to the will of God, 
even under some really stressful circumstances. 
This is the call for each one of us – to be 
“righteous”. This should be our daily goal. Encour-
age everyone to follow their unique vocation to 
follow the Lord. 
 

Seminarian Prayers 

Please keep our seminarians in your prayers as 
they continue their formation. If you feel called, 
consider sending them a note or card of encour-
agement. Your prayers and support mean so 
much.  

 https://www.diobelle.org/vocations/seminarians 

JOIN MARY’S MERRY QUILTERS MONDAY 

 ST. LAWRENCE PARISH - 9:00 A.M. 
      In the tapestry of life, it’s the threads of love, faith, and fellowship that make 
the most beautiful patterns. We hope you’ll consider weaving your unique 
thread into our quilting group. Come  for the quilting, the community, or both, 
know that a warm welcome awaits you. Contact Sally Tiemann, 618-830-7604 
or visit us at St. Lawrence. 
 

MONDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 6:00 P.M.  
 PARISH OFFICE MEETING ROOM 

      Whether you're new to the Bible, seeking to rekindle your relationship with 
the Word, or looking for a community to share in your spiritual journey, our 
Monday Evening Bible Study welcomes you with open arms. For additional 
information please contact Pete Donnelly. 
 

DISCOVER THE CATHOLIC FAITH WITH US. 
      Curious about the Catholic faith or seeking to complete your Sacraments? 
Join us for OCIA beginning Sunday, September 14 aȅer the 10:30 a.m. Mass; to 
sign up, contact the Parish OȂice at 618-532-6291 or Deacon Dan Laquet at 
daniel.laquet@yahoo.com. 
 

PSR TO RESUME SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026. 
      Our Parish School of Religion (PSR) is held on Sunday, starting at 9:00 a.m. 
in the Parish School. This program provides essential faith formation for our 
parish youth. More details about registration will be shared soon. For more 
information, contact Mike Klostermann at cre@stmarycentralia.org  
or call the Parish OȂice at 618-532-6291.  

 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Church 

We want to keep in contact with you! If you are not a member of our parish 
family, or if you would like to receive the weekly bulletin in the mail, please 
complete the information below and return it to the parish oȂice. 
Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________________State: _________ Zip: __________ 

Phone: ________________ Email: _____________________ Other: ______________ 

 

☐ I would like to join St. Mary Parish, please send me  
information on how to register. 
 

I am requesting the following: 
☐ Please mail the weekly bulletin to me. 
☐ Add me to the quarterly Newsletter mailing list. 
☐ I am homebound, I would like to receive communion. 
☐ I am interested in helping the parish financially. 
☐ I would like Father Steve  to visit or call me. 
 

Please return to the Parish Oƙice 

SMS CALENDAR WINNERS  
 

 

DECEMBER 29, 2025 
 BRANDON NIEPOETTER – MT. VERNON 

SONYA GETTINGER - CENTRALIA    



 MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 
  Father Steve Pautler 

In the month of December the  
Sanctuary candle in our parish church  

burns in loving memory of:  
 

Donald Kelly  

  January 2026 
February 2026 

March 2026 
April 2026 
May 2026 
June 2026 
July 2026 

August 2026 
September 2026 

October 2026 
November 2026 
December 2026 

January 2027 
February 2027 

 Verdeyen/Willenborg Families  
Alan & Rosalie Thomas  
Elliston & Garnier Families 
Steve Schwartz  
Ralph & Bernice Sprehe  
David Schwartz 
Donald & Beverly Kelly  
Mary Ballagh  
Gene Uhls  
Dr. Charles Fischer  
Kabat & Tomaszewski Families  
Nall, Hollern & Duty Families  
Open 
Open 

In the month of  December the  
Sanctuary candle in the Felician Chapel  

burns in loving memory of:  
 

Nall-Hollern-Duty Families  

  January 2026 
February 2026 

March 2026 
April 2026 
May 2026 
June 2026 
July 2026 

August 2026 
September 2026 

October 2026 
November 2026 
December 2026 

January 2027 

 Corinno & Anna Leeta Darin  
Alfredo & Carmen Coronado  
Roger Morton  
Anthony & Margaret Pautler 
John, Elizabeth & Paul Peters  
Will, Loretta Pedtke, Rob, Lorene Langenfeld 
Pearl Hamilton  
Mary Louise & Gordon Elliston  
Robert & Gary Kabat  
Becker & Rensing Families  
Open 
Open 
Open 

To help cover the expenses of the candle, we offer the 
 opportunity each month for individuals to dedicate an 
 intention. A $60.00 donation is requested. Please reach 

out to the Parish Office to make your intention.  

 “Walking This Christmas With You.” 
 

 Merry Christmas! 
       What a joyful time of the year. Once again we gather 
around the mystery we never outgrow. The Word made 
flesh. God choosing closeness. God choosing to enter our 

lives without conditions or fanfare. The warmth of love radiates from the Christ 
Child and reaches every corner of our lives, even the places we keep guarded. 
       For some of you, I have celebrated many Christmas seasons with you. We 
have shared baptisms, weddings, funerals, and countless ordinary Sundays. For 
others, this is our first Christmas together. New faces. New routines. New begin-
nings. Both matter. Both belong. This past year has asked a lot of us. Parish part-
nerships. Shared pastors. Shared resources. Shared schedules. None of this has 
been easy. It has stretched patience. It has tested trust. It has required generosity 
of spirit. At times it felt heavy. At times it felt uncertain. Still, you showed resilience. 
You stayed rooted. You kept showing up. Communities do not survive on conven-
ience. They endure through commitment. 
        Christmas reminds us why we keep going. God did not choose ease. God 
chose presence. A child born into a real world with real challenges. A family doing 
their best. A quiet arrival into a noisy place. This feast speaks plainly. God enters 
life as it is. We each celebrate this joy in our own ways. Some gather with full tables 
and loud laughter. Others sit quietly, holding memories close. Some carry gratitude. 
Others carry grief. Christmas holds all of it. No one arrives at the manger the same 
way. All are welcome. 
       I am deeply grateful to each of you. For your faith. For your patience. For your 
willingness to walk a road that has not always been smooth. It has not been an 
easy journey, but it has been an honest one. I see the effort you give. God sees it 
even more clearly. 
      If this Christmas feels bright, give thanks. If it feels heavy, you are not alone. 
The Christ Child does not demand cheer. He offers peace. Bring what you have. 
Leave with hope.  Take a moment during these holy days to slow your steps. Sit in 
the church. Light a candle. Say a simple prayer. God listens to honest hearts. 
     Thank you for allowing me to serve you as your pastor. Thank you for trusting 
me to walk with you. I carry that responsibility with care. May Christ’s peace rest in 
your homes. May love grow stronger. May forgiveness come easier. May hope take 
root again. Merry Christmas and God bless you.—Father Steve 
 

P.S. My heartfelt thanks for every Christmas card, gift, text, phone call, and 
personal greeting. Each one reminded me how generous and attentive this 
parish remains. I carry your kindness with me, and I deeply grateful to all.  

 

 

This week’s question:  
Sometimes I feel like being Catholic is 
like belonging to a club with too many 
rules. What does it really mean to be 

Catholic? 
 
 

Answer: 
Being Catholic isn’t about earning 

membership points. It’s about belong-
ing to a family, the family of God. We 

pray, serve, and celebrate not to check 
boxes but to grow in love. The Church 

gives us structure so we don’t drift, like 
a coach who wants the team to play 

their best. The rules aren’t fences. 
They’re guide rails that help us reach 
heaven without driving into a ditch. 

we’d need both quiet and celebration 
to stay balanced. 



St. Mary Parish extends heartfelt con-
dolences to the family of JoDene 
Nall. We give thanks for her long life 
rooted in faith, service, and love for 
this parish. JoDene shared her giȅs 
through worship, song, sewing, 
council leadership, and countless 
quiet acts of care. Generations knew 
her steady presence and joyful com-
mitment. We mourn her passing and 
celebrate her witness among us. Our 
prayers surround her sons, grand-
children, and all who loved her. Eter-
nal rest grant her, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon her.  

ADMINISTRATION AND  
PARISH INFORMATION 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Steven Pautler | Ext. 307 | spautler@stmarycentralia.org 

 

Parochial Vicar  
Fr. Devarajulu Ubbarapu   
 

Permanent Deacon 

Deacon Dan Laquet | Ext. 301 | daniel.laquet@yahoo.com 

 

Parish Receptionist 

Rosamaria Villagomez | Ext. 301 | parish@stmarycentralia.org 

 

St. Mary School Principal (618-532-3473) 
Maria Pryor | Ext. 303 | mariapryor@stmarycentralia.org 

 

Treasurer/Bookkeeper 

Susan Niepoetter | Ext. 305 | sniepoetter@stmarycentralia.org 

 

Coordinator of Religious Education 

Mike Klosterman | Ext. 306 | cre@stmarycentralia.org 

 

 

St. Mary School Secretary (618-532-3473) 
Lynn Featherling | Ext. 302 | lynn@stmarycentralia.org 

 

OȂice Hours: 
Tuesday - Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Closed for Lunch: 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. (Closed Monday) 
Parish Phone: 618-532-6291 

School Phone: 618-532-3473 Fax: 618-352-2010 

SACRAMENTS AND  PREPARATION  
 

INFANT BAPTISM  
Baptism preparation classes are held the second Tuesday of  
each month in the Parish OȂice Meeting room. Contact the  
Parish OȂice 618-532-6291 to sign up.  
 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Please contact the Parish OȂice six months prior to the  
intended date. Please schedule a date and time with 

 Father Steve. 
 

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
Please contact Deacon Dan Laquet, or Father Steve  
OCIA classes are ongoing. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK & HOME VISITS 
Anointing of the Sick is offered the First Friday and First Satur-
day  of each month. For Sacramental Home visits, please con-
tact the  parish office. In the event of an emergency, call 618-

532-6291 x307, for Father Steve. After hours calls, automati-
cally forward  to his cell phone.  

For those living in  
Care Centers 
Jane Greene 

Shirley Kabat 

Carol Orrell 
Barbara Parrot 
Mike Kennett 

Mike Taylor 

Jerry Grasher 

 

 
For those who are 
homebound 
Helen  Guinzy 

JoEllen Nannie 

David & Ida Guthrie 

Barbara Francois 

 

Please call the Parish Oƙice at 618-532-6291 to 
add or remove prayer requests. To be added to the 
prayer chain, contact Mary Miller at 618-292-1229. 

Requested prayers 
Tom Ballagh 

Blain Loll 
Robin Cimera 

Waylon Vick 

Natasha Lang 

Deb Steward 

Mark Schwartz 

Adam Brandt 
Dorothy Jenkins  
Bart Robbins 

Jana Martin 

 

 

Those away at College 
Those serving in the 
military 
Dylan Huether 

For those in need 
Throughout the World 

Your Prayers are needed 
and requested for healing 

and strength.  

 

Readings for the week of December 28, 2025 
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mt 2:13-15, 19 

Monday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 2:22-35 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Lk 2:36-40 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/Jn 1:1-18 

Thursday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 

Friday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 1:19-28 

Saturday: 1 Jn 2:29-3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/Jn 1:29-34 

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

 

Observances for the week of December 28, 2025 
Sunday: The Holy Family 

Monday: 
Tuesday: 
Wednesday: St. Sylvester I, Pope; New Year’s Eve 

Thursday: Mary, The Holy Mother of God, New Year’s Day, World Day of Peace 

Friday: Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors 

Saturday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

Next Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARISH SUPPORT 
 Give online today: stmarycentralia.org 

Online parish donations offer the ease of contributing even when 
you're not present. It's a convenient solution for those who've relo-

cated, are on the move, or having discovered our parish online.  

Sunday, December 21,  2025 -  Not available this week. 

       Sunday, December 14,  2025          

Sunday Envelopes  $2,905.00  Mass Stipend          140.00 

Online Collection        879.57  For the Needy          150.00   

Loose Collection       288.00  Christmas Offering          120.00 

School Collection       115.00  Solemnity of Mary          120.00 

Building Fund         20.00  Flower Fund          115.00 

Capital Campaign       120.00     

    Total Collection  $  4,972.57 

——— Capital Campaign ——— 
Harvest of Blessings: Sowing Seeds for Tomorrow 

To give: stmarycentralia.org or contact Father Steve 
 

Total Campaign Pledges                 $335,809  
Total pledges received                      311,339  
Pledges to be received over time       24,120 
Donations need to reach goal           $64,191 



Christmas Cookie Elves in Full Swing! 
 

If Christmas joy had an assembly line, these ladies ran it with smiles, laughter, and serious baking talent. Our Christmas cookie elves 
rolled up their sleeves and prepared 300 beautiful cookie trays, each one packed with care and generosity. A heartfelt thank you goes 
to the bakers who filled kitchens with sugar and patience, the assemblers who turned tables into works of order and grace, and eve-
ryone who purchased a tray and shared it with family, friends, neighbors, or coworkers. This was teamwork at its finest, festive, faith-
ful, and a little bit flour covered. The spirit of Christmas showed up early and it wore an apron. 

Purrs from the Pew, Sister FluƯ of Divine Mischief 
Royal Report From The Most Holy Mouse House! 

       I received treatment fit for a sacred kitty as I climbed into a long tube that looked like a pencil and off we went with Father Steve gripping 
his rosary like he meant business. I arrived with whiskers high and confidence firm. The oversized overdressed mouse who call s himself the 
CEO greeted me as if I were visiting royalty then handed me a bobblehead of himself. I accepted it without blinking. The smal l humans at 
school expect proof of my adventures and I enjoy keeping them entertained. Father Steve guided me through the gates with my chariot roll-

ing proudly ahead, (he called it a mobility scooter). The basket gave me a perfect view of every popcorn cart and every 
astonished child who gasped at my beauty. I sat tall. I surveyed the land with steady purpose. I also plotted a little chaos.  

Sister Gracie watched from her grand condo on top of Cinderella’s Castle. She flicked her tail in judgment. I grinned back 
with angelic charm then ignored her without apology. Trouble found me fast! Mischief breathes well in open air. The 

parade marched by with snow drifting from the rooftops. I chased the flakes. Even a holy kitten breaks compo-
sure for snow. Fireworks filled the night. The sky burst with color. My eyes grew and my tail expanded. I claimed 
it was excitement. Father Steve nodded as if he believed me. I thought about staying. Warm breezes. Steady 
attention. Generous treats. Yet my school waits for me and I enjoy being missed. I returned to my chariot and 
aimed toward the Haunted Mansion. Father Steve insists it is harmless. I sharpened my claws in response. A wise 
kitten honors her instincts. Forward I go with mischief ready. I have plenty to tell you! 
 Merry Christmas! Sister Fluff, F.D.M. Feline of Divine Mischief 
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Jack Graham Insurance 

Agency, Inc.

Jack Graham 

Agent

426 W. Broadway 

Centralia, IL 62801 

Bus: 618-533-2757 

Jack.graham.hr4b@statefarm.com 
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  

Brandy Stivers

 

bstivers@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2609

Your project, our solutions.

Email: tandlcontracting.inc@gmail.com

Contact: Paige Lauder

1705 State Route 161, Centralia, IL 62801

Tel: 618-533-0758 | Fax: 618-533-0784

FREE

ESTIMATES

MOWING • EDGING • HEDGE 

WEEDING • TRIMMING

618-694-3359
hansoslawncare@outlook.com

SOUTHERN IL       AG SOLUTIONS

Parker M. Timmons, President
email: soilagsolutions@gmail.com

1705 State Route 161, Centralia, IL 62801

Office: 618-533-0758 

Cell: 618-367-0624

MAXIMIZING POTENTIAL

TATE’S

PLUMBING, LLC
571 Race Track Road, Centralia, IL

 618-532-2057

License: 058-196115

Sutherland-Garnier
Funeral & Cremation Services

Serving St. Mary Church  

Since 1874

“Our Family Serving Area Families 
For Four Generations”

Now O�ering Floral Services

235 N. Sycamore Street 
Centralia, IL 62801     Phone (618) 532-3523

618-533-9197 

835 S. Wabash 

Home of fine foods 
& great service

F.C.L.EF.C.L.E
Fabricating, Welding, Fabricating, Welding, 

& Machine Shop& Machine Shop

No Job Too Small or Too Big!No Job Too Small or Too Big!

Jim Danielwicz,Jim Danielwicz, Parishioner Parishioner

T. 618-907-4052T. 618-907-4052
C. 708-552-7003C. 708-552-7003 

COLDWELL BANKER 

ALLEN & GEARY 

REAL ESTATE

DENNIS J. KRUPP 

Broker 

618-545-6597 Mobile 

adkrupp@charter.net 

Office: 618-532-7300 

117 North Hickory 

Centralia, IL 62801

Each office is independently owned and operated

1325 E. McCord • Centralia 

618-532-8861

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.com 800.809.3570
CALL  

NOW!

PLUMBING • HEATINGPLUMBING • HEATING

PROCESS PIPINGPROCESS PIPING

501 N. Franklin  •  Centralia501 N. Franklin  •  Centralia

618-532-4703618-532-4703

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL


