
 

August 17, 2020 
Dear Parents, Students, Faculty and Staff: 
 
As the beginning of the school year approaches, I want to say thank you for your understanding 
and patience while plans for the school year have been in development.  I am aware that the 
absence of clear direction has been frustrating for everyone. 
 
As you may all know, with the ever changing guidelines from the Los Angeles Archdiocese, the 
state of California leadership and public health officials it has been difficult to establish a firm 
plan.  With an understanding of the rules and policies, SLDM will begin with ‘Distance Learning’ 
August 24. 
 
Some of you have asked the question, why do we have to pay full tuition? 
 
Firstly, your tuition goes towards the educational materials (e.g. textbooks, computer 
programs, workbooks, manipulatives, Chromebooks, iPads etc.), school maintenance and 
upkeep (e.g. utilities, office supplies, newly mandated cleaning materials and equipment), 
technology services, medical and property insurances, miscellaneous expenses and bills and 
staff wages and benefits. Because instruction and related expenses are continuing, it is not 
possible to reduce tuition. 
 
Secondly, your students receive a faith-filled education “…imparting the truth, values and loving 
kindness of Jesus Christ”. This single element sets SLDM apart from other schools.  The faculty 
and staff are dedicated to the betterment of your child and have a willingness to assist them 
with succeeding in the classroom.  During ‘Distance Learning’ every faculty and staff member 
offers focused attention to the students as required.   
 
 All teachers have to reconstruct their lesson plans to transition to a zoom environment.  

Course instruction has been modified to account for the absence of standard classroom 
resources and tools.  A greater emphasis has been placed on maintaining student 
attentiveness and accountability. SLDM provides a rigorous curriculum which prepares 
every student for high school and beyond. 

 
Finally, with distance learning your child will receive instruction Monday through Friday from 
8:00-12:30.  Monday through Thursday additional academic assistance will take place from 
1:30-2:30.  Mass will be streamed every Friday at 8:00 from the church website-
sldm.org/livestream.  Faculty meetings will be held on Friday afternoons.  All instructors can be 
reached by phone, voicemail, email and zoom appointments.  SLDM seeks to maintain an 



 

educational continuity with you and your student.  The realities of the pandemic and the 
impacts on everyone is understood, making answers to questions regarding tuition and fees all 
the more pressing. 
 
To keep you informed and updated, note the following: 
 
 In July, the water filtration system failed and resulted in the entire school office area 

being flooded with clean water.  The office required a three week remediation which 
included the temporary displacement of office staff.  Full restoration will not be 
completed until next summer. 

 
 When ‘in-classroom’ instruction was anticipated in June, six classrooms were relocated 

to facilitate improved COVID compliance safeguards.  Though now, we will begin with 
distance learning, SLDM will be appropriately prepared to return to the classroom when 
permitted. 

 
 COVID Personal Protective Equipment mandates include the purchase of face masks, 

face shields, sneeze guards for every school desk, hand sanitizers, restroom paper towel 
dispensers, no touch thermometers for every classroom and office, signage for social 
distancing and directional arrows and crowd control barriers just to name a few items.  
This has resulted in a substantial financial expense. 

 
 Implementing COVID measures to ensure the safety and well-being of the SLDM 

community at large is requiring a significant increase of time and effort for not only the 
faculty and staff but also for the administration and support services. 

 
While SLDM continues to prioritize the health and well-being of your students, the faculty and 
the staff, your continued support and understanding is appreciated.  I recognize the need for 
information and knowledge as we strive to mitigate the impacts brought on by this pandemic. 
As the new school year begins, I remain hopeful as we place our trust in God. 
 
May God Bless You Abundantly, 
Regina Fox 
Principal 
 
For we can do everything through Christ, who gives us strength. 
Philippians 4:13 


