
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
July 17, 2020 
 
Dear Catholic School Parents,  
 
We, your Catholic school principals, are delighted to send you our 3rd email – our second weekly email in our 
summer communication series.  This week we are focusing on scheduling and academic adjustments in 
addition to programmatic changes in compliance with our schools’ responses to the county, state, and federal 
guidance.  
 
In order to meet the CDC and Santa Barbara County Public Health Department’s guidance to decrease student 
mixing of cohorts in public spaces, our respective schools will be implementing the following changes: 

 
 
St. Louis de Montfort School 

○ School will be on Mondays - Thursdays from 7:50 am - 2:55 pm and on Fridays from 7:50 am - 
12:25 pm with all students on campus daily. 

○ We will have 3 cohorts (TK-1), intermediate (2-5), and middle school (6-8).  The cohorts will 
each have a lead teacher and an assistant.  Each grade will remain separate in class and during 
activities and they will not intermingle. This will minimize the number of classes that have to 
distance learn in the event of a confirmed COVID-19 case. 

○ Morning assembly will be held in the classroom because large group gatherings will not be held 
at this time.  Also all large group events are cancelled at this time. 

○ Recess will be held in cohorts to comply with decreased mixing.  However, each class will have 
a designated area to play in and will only play with their classmates. 

○ Mass will be moved to Fridays at 11:30 am and will be scheduled by grade level.  Look on the 
calendar for the scheduled. 

○ Fridays will be 12:25 dismissal (in lieu of Wednesdays).  
○ Teachers and students will be prepared to switch between in person instruction and distance 

learning.  For students distance learning, instruction will be streamed live. 
○ Academic work will primarily be submitted through Google Classroom in digital form. 
○ All field trips are temporarily suspended. 
○ Difference on the report card.  

■ Computers will no longer be a graded class. 
■ Handwriting will no longer be graded for 5th - 8th grades.  TK and Kindergarten do not 

grade handwriting.  Students in 1st - 4th grades will be taught proper printing and cursive 
skills but it will not be graded for the 2020 - 2021 school year only.  
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■ Music will not be taught this year only.  All performances are put on hold until further 

notice which includes the Christmas School performance. 
■ PE will be twice a week for 1st - 8th grades with health guidelines taken into account 

when school begins.  For example, PE activities cannot include any contact and require 
at least 6 feet of separation. 

 
St. Mary of the Assumption School 

○ Classes will be on Mondays - Thursdays from 8:00am - 3:00pm and on Fridays from 8:00am - 
12:30pm with all students on campus daily. 

○ St. Mary’s will have three teams (or cohorts):  primary (K-1), intermediate (2-5), and middle 
school (6-8).  The cohorts will each have a lead teacher and assistant for the team.  Cohorts will 
remain together and will not intermingle.  This will minimize the number of classes that have to 
distance learn in the event of a confirmed COVID-19 case. 

○ Teachers and students will be prepared to switch between in person instruction and distance 
learning.  For students distance learning, instruction will be streamed live. 

○ Academic work will be digital as much as possible and submitted through Seesaw or Google 
Classroom. 

○ Large gatherings are not allowed at this time; therefore, morning assemblies, Masses, and 
monthly performances are cancelled until further notice.  Classes will participate in Mass 
through live-streaming and recorded liturgies. 

○ PE, art, and music will be limited based on health guidelines when school begins.  For example, 
PE activities cannot include any contact and require at least 6 feet of separation. 

○ All field trips are temporarily suspended. 
 
La Purísima Concepción 

○ Monday through Thursday will have school hours from 8am till 3pm. Friday will have early 
dismissal at 12:30pm. Students will attend everyday. 

○ Friday’s will be Formal Dress Days in the expectation that we look forward to Mass on Fridays. 
We will work with our parish to offer the best options possible to celebrate mass. 

○ Our students will be placed in two cohorts to separate activities and minimize interactions. 
■ Cohort A: Kindergarten through Second Grade 
■ Cohort B: Third Grade through Eighth Grade 

○ Recess and lunch will be scheduled separately by cohorts, lunch and snack time will take place 
in the classrooms and recreational time will follow by the scheduled time for each cohort. 

○ We will work with as much digital content as possible to minimize the amount of physical 
exchange of learning materials. This digital content will be implemented in a classroom setting 
and if necessary during distance learning. 

○ We plan to provide student iPads with internet service in support of classroom instruction and 
distance learning. 

○ We will not gather in large groups and practice our school and Catholic traditions together. We 
will pray together, make announcements and celebrate through digital portals like Zoom. 

○ Specials such as Art, SUBE Spanish and PE will be scheduled as effectively as possible in 
adherence to social distancing procedures. To minimize exposure our classes will only have 
each special once a week. 

○ All field trips are temporarily suspended. 
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St. Joseph High School 

○ The schedule has been adjusted to a modified block schedule to decrease time in hallway 
transitions.  All student thoroughfares will have signage to confirm which direction pedestrians 
will travel to decrease transmission of germs.  

■ Students will attend all classes on Mondays with Mass adjusted for individual cohorts 
with zooming into Masses.  EM’s will deliver Eucharist to classes who are “virtually” 
attending Mass.  

● This is a fluid situation which will be compliant with county health mandates. 
■ Students will have block schedules on Tuesday-Friday 

● On Tuesdays and Thursdays, students will have Periods 1-5 
○ Students will attend 4 periods and have lunch 

■ Freshmen and Sophomores will have lunch period 3 
■ Juniors and Seniors will have lunch period 4 

● On Wednesdays and Fridays, students will have Periods 6-9 
○ Students will attend 3 periods and have lunch 

■ Freshmen and Sophomores will have lunch period 8 
■ Juniors and Seniors will have lunch Period 9 

● Seniors who have written permission from parents may be 
excused after 8th period and not attend lunch 

■ Programmatic changes have been made, and are being made, to address CDPH 
guidance on sharing materials.  

● Labs in science class will have materials for each student. 
● Students will have their own art supplies in fine arts courses.  

■ Student assemblies, dances, and performances have been tentatively scheduled. 
Closer to the date, the school will confirm or cancel events based on current Santa 
Barbara County Public Health mandates closer to the date of tentative.  

  
As we continue our communication to you, our catholic school parents, please look forward to the following 
emails over the next 3 weeks: 

● Week 3: (7/24): PPE, barriers, physical campus, Visitors, temp checks 
● Week 4 (7/31): Drop off and pick up at respective campuses  
● Week 5 (8/7): Extended care and athletics  

 
Additionally, our back to school detailed webinars will occur at the beginning of August.  Each principal will hold 
a meeting/webinar to inform families about the policies and procedures of his/her respective school.  Much of 
the information will be consistent between all 4 schools; site specific details will be presented by the principals. 
We have staggered the date for the elementary schools and SJHS (so that parents with both elementary and 
high school aged students can attend both meetings). 

● Individual Webinar/Zoom Meetings to Return to School: 
○ SLdM/SM/LP (all elementary schools): August 6th live broadcast at 6:30pm  
○ St. Joseph High School: August 10th at 7pm 

■ All schools will email their respective zoom links to families. 
 
We will continue with weekly emails to keep our communities “in the know” with all we know in this 
ever-changing world. Please be flexible as we continue to refine our protocols with that of the state, county, 
and CDC. 
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May God Bless you, 
 

Regina Fox  
Regina Fox Michelle Cox Rigoberto Gallardo Erinn Dougherty 
St. Louis de Montfort St. Mary of the Assumption La Purísima Concepción St. Joseph High School 
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