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 TO BE CATHOLIC IS TO BE  

PRO-LIFE! 

 

Ad Sponsored by: 
Respect Life 

Ministry 

 

 
 
 

Offers BRN-approved    
Associate Degree RN

(prelicensure)   
program and BVNPT-
approved Vocational   

Nursing Program 
BPPE-approved, ABHES-

accredited 
 

1340 North El Dorado  
(209) 941-0968 

 www.xavier-college.com 

PRAY TO END ABORTION 

 
·*Income tax preparation 
 *+23 Years of Experience 
·*All states 
·*Audit representation 
·*Audit Protection Plus 
·*Bookkeeping/Payroll 
 *Notary Public by appt. 
 

16 W Elm Street 
Lodi, CA 95240 
209 224-5410 
http://saldanacompany.com 

Patricia Saldaña 
Enrolled Agent, 

Parishioner of St. Michaels 

Family of Companies 
mudvillesales@sbcglobal.net 

Ron Misasi/Parishioner (209) 644-8425 
Your theme, event, name(s), 

logo, etc. on ANYTHING! 

Country Catering &  

Special Events, Inc. 
2361 Waterloo Rd, Stockton 

209 944-9601 
www. MyCountryCatering.com 

Tony Wilson 
President 

209.474.0530 

sales@comlnk.com 
4343 Pacific Ave, #E2 

Stockton, CA 95207 
www.comlnk.com 

 
Andrew Hoffman 

HVAC, Water heater 
and Appliances-
Tech#537787 

Parishioner  
of  

St. Michael 
209-559-7443 

  

St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
5882N Ashley LnStocktonCA95215 

431st Edition Sept.12th, 2021 

Mission Statement: St. Michael’s Parish is a Catholic faith community deeply rooted in the Holy Eucharist. 
Through our faith and worship, we honor the Lord’s commandment to love Him and one another, to proclaim 
the gospel and bring about fair and just world for all people.  

Office Hours: 
Tuesday-Friday 8:30am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-4:00pm 

Phone: 209.931-0639 or 209.931-6536 
Fax: 209.931.3621 

Website: www.stmichaelparish.net 
 

Pastor 
Msgr. Agustin Gialogo 

In Residence 
Msgr. Richard J. Ryan, J.C.D 

 
Deacon (Retired) 

Allen Moznett  209.598.4811Moznett33@gmail.com 
Business Manager 

Jose Amezcua209.931.0639 
Parish Secretary 

Vesinia Guttenbeil209.931.0639
stmike5882@sbcglobal.net 

Director of Religious Education 

Sr. Angelamaria De Leo, msc209.931.2696
stmichaelcatmin@gmail.com 

Director of Adult Faith Formation 

Roz Rine209.931.0639stmike5882@sbcglobal.net 
Director of RCIA 

Elena Molina209.931.5390elenalmolina@gmail.com 
Bookkeeper 

Jan Yturri209.931.0639 
pattystmike@outlook.com 

Communications Director 

Jackie Gonzalez209.931.0639  
calendarstmike@gmail.com 

Spanish Pre-Baptism Class 

Jose Amezcua209.670.5531 

Schedule of Masses 
Saturday………………………………...............5:00pm 
Sabado…………………………………….6:30pm español 
Sunday………………………………..7:30 am & 10:00 am 
Domingo………………………………..12:00 pm español 
Weekdays………………………………………....8:00am 

Holy Days 
English……………………………...…………...8:00 am 
Español………………………………...………..6:00 pm 

First Friday 
Holy Hour……………………………………….4:00 pm 
Mass……………………………………………..5:00 pm 

Sacraments 
Confession   Saturday                                       3:45pm-4:45pm 
Baptism..………………….1st & 3rd Sat. 11:00 am English 
Bautizo…..………..……….2° & 4° Sab. 11:00 am Español 
Marriage………………….……...6 months advance notice 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Adoration Chapel. Visitors are welcome Monday thru Friday from 8:00 am to       

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Exposicion del Santisimo: Due to the pandemic we are no longer exposing the 
Blessed Sacrament till further notice./ Debido a la pandemia el Santisimo no estara expuesto hasta nuevo aviso. 
Veneration of the Relic of St. Faustina/Veneracion a la Reliquia de Sor. Faustina: The 3rd Thursday of each month 
at 3:00 pm @ the FMC./ Cada 3er Jueves de cada mes en el FMC  
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St. Michael’s Festival Sponsors: 
Archangel $1000.00 + or more 

Tony & Donna Tschirky 

Xavier College  

Dr. Steve K. Struck-Plastic Surgery 

Sponsor $600.00 -$999.00 

In Loving Memory of Gary Mello 

John & Kathleen Podesta 

Dr. Bob Hermann 

Patron $300.00-$599.00 

Anonymous 

Dena Rupert 

Marco & Darla Sanguinetti  

Larry & Janice Moorman 

Saldaña Tax Service of Lodi 

Gary & Kristin Holtberg 

Nettie Pezzie 

Anonymous 

The Green Family 

Pam Salmon & Family 

Friend  $100.00—$299.00 

John Paul & Julianne 

The Morishige Family 

In Memory of Israel Carrillo 

In Memory of Paula Filipelli 

Anonymous 

Sacro Costato Missionary Sisters 

Mi Amigo Charre Family 

Richard & Lucy Hardin 

The Thomas family  

R&M Viglienzone 

Brookside Oral Surgery 

Mary & Roger Haack 

Pat & Julie Carloni  

Anonymous 

Elena Pacheco  

St. Michael's Festival Sunday, September 26th 

Silent/Live Auction/Subasta silenciosa/en vivo 
If you would like to donate to our auctions please bring gifts to the 
office.  Small or large prizes, it's all appreciated.  Also, large empty 
baskets are needed for wrapping.  Thank you. 
Subasta silenciosa / en vivo 
Si desea donar a nuestras subastas, traiga regalos a la oficina.  Premios 
pequeños o grandes, todo se agradece.  Además, se necesitan grandes ces-
tas vacías para envolver.  Gracias.  
 
Children's booths /Puestos de niños 
*Sister Angela needs small toys or games.  Please bring to Sister's 
office. 
*La hermana Angela necesita pequeños juguetes o juegos. Por favor, de 
llevarlos a la oficina de la hermana. 
Due to current health guidelines we are requesting that all plush 
animals that are donated be brand new. Thank you for your under-
standing and cooperation. 

*Debido a las guías de salud actuales, estamos solicitando que todos 
los peluches que se donan sean nuevos. Gracias por su comprensión 
y cooperación. 

Dessert Booth/Puesto de Postres 

Wanted - all your delicious homemade or store- bought cookies, 
cakes and pastries.  Please bring on Sunday or contact Norma Goo-
nan 209-327-5260. 
Se busca - todas sus deliciosas galletas caseras o compradas de la tienda, 
o pasteles.  Por favor de traerlos el domingo o comuníquese con Norma 
Goonan 209-327-5260. 
 
Booth Building/Armar los Puestos 
Sat. Sept. 18th 10:00am-, or come daily the week of Sept. 20th-25th to 

help Ron build booths.   Sábado 18 de septiembre 10:00am en adelante, 

o pueden venir todos los días la semana del 20 al 25  para ayudar a Ron a 

construir los puestos.   
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In Loving 
Memory of 

 
Bruno & 

Frances Malucchi 

In Loving Memory of 
 

Francisco R. Cruz 
               & 
Juanita D. Cruz 

E101 

Weekly amount needed for  
Ordinary operations $      10,700.00 

September 2021 
Weekly Collection  $       10,694.64 
Online Giving (Sept.) $            822.90 
Budgeted Offertory (Sept.)  $       36,000.00 
Sept. month to date $       11,517.54 
Difference (month) $       24,482.46 

Our Gifts to the Lord 

Our parish bulletin is available for viewing 
at www.stmichaelparish.net/bulletins 

Sept. 30-Nov.1: !!!RETREAT NEWS!!!Everyone is invited who is interested in 
attending the Consecration to St. Joseph, The Wonders of Our Spiritual 
Father Retreat by Fr. Donald Calloway. This is the third time this retreat 
has been offered and has been so well received that we are offering it again.  This 
Retreat is being offered to our English and Spanish-speaking brothers and 
sisters beginning September 30, 2021, and ending November 1, 
2021.  The books may be purchased on Amazon.com.  Please contact Jose 
Amezcua at 209-670-5531 or Roz Rine at 209-401-5668 to sign up for 
this Retreat.  

!! NOTICIAS DE RETIRO!! Del 30 de septiembre al 1º de noviembre 
Todos están invitados que están interesados en asistir a la Consagración a San José, 

Las Maravillas de Nuestro Padre Espiritual Retiro por el P. Donald Callo-

way. Esta es la tercera vez que se ofrece este retiro y ha sido tan bien recibido que lo esta-

mos ofreciendo de nuevo.  Este Retiro se ofrece a nuestros hermanos y hermanas de 

habla inglesa y español a partir del 30 de septiembre de 2021 y terminando 

el 1º de noviembre de 2021.  Los libros se pueden comprar en Amazon.com.  Comuní-

quese con José Amezcua al 209-670-5531 o Roz Rine al 209-401-5668 para 

inscribirse en este Retiro.  

When Margie Smiles  

Did you know the shortest sentence 
in English language is, I am? 'Really. 

 What’s the longest sentence?” “I do.”  
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Weekly Collection 

Offertory                        $                   10,694.64 

Online Giving                        $                        822.90 

Candles                        $                        271.00 

  Thanks for your generous offerings!                 

Please continue to use your church envelopes. 

Respect Life Ministry:  

  " 'We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men...are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness’ With these stir-
ring words, the Declaration of Independence affirms that fundamen-
tal human rights do not find their source in any individual, court, or 
government: fundamental human rights are not bestowed, they are 
inherent and must be acknowledged as such.  These truths are self-
evident because they emerge from the very nature of what it is to be 
human, and they are accessible to reason alone."  Quote from Before 
I Formed You in the Womb I Knew You by Most Reverend Salvatore 
Cordilieone, Archbishop of San Francisco 

 
Ministerio de Respeto a La Vida: 
"Sostenemos que estas verdades son evidentes por sí mismas, que 
todos los hombres... están dotados por su Creador de ciertos Dere-
chos inalienables, que entre estos están la vida, la libertad y la bús-
queda de la felicidad' Con estas conmovedoras palabras, la Declara-
ción de Independencia afirma que los derechos humanos fundamen-
tales no encuentran su fuente en ningún individuo, tribunal o go-
bierno: los derechos humanos fundamentales no se otorgan, son 
inherentes y deben ser reconocidos como tales.  Estas verdades son 
evidentes porque emergen de la naturaleza misma de lo que es ser 
humano, y son accesibles solo a la razón".  Cita de Antes de que te 
formara en el vientre te conocí por el Reverendísimo Salvatore Cordi-
lieone, Arzobispo de San Francisco 

 
Forming the Faith by Kennedy: 

How can I share my faith with my friends without it being 
awkward?  Anaiya Chang 

Sharing our faith is a very important aspect of growing your faith. Most 
certainly, you can share your faith by your words, your kindness, and always 
being aware of the presence of Jesus when with your friends. Whenever we 
are aware of Jesus, there is no awkwardness.  

May God Bless you – Msgr. Gus 

Faith Formation Corner: 

It’s Thursday, September 9, 2021.  The Gospel at morning Mass 
was from Luke 6:27-38. We all know this Gospel, but do we 
KNOW this Gospel?   This Gospel is where Jesus speaks directly to 
his disciples (so basically to you, me, us), the Church, the body of 
Christ. Let me refresh your memory: “Jesus said to his disciples: 

“To you who hear I say, love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat 
you. . . . . love your enemies and do good to them, and lend ex-
pecting nothing back. . . Stop judging and you will not be judged.  
Stop condemning and you will not be condemned.  Forgive and you 
will be forgiven. . . “(Luke 6:27-38) I have to ask, are we, as Catho-
lic Christians BEING CHRIST to others?  My own answer?  I need 
to go to Confession . . . every day.  Why? Because I fail at this . . . . 
so much of the time. Ask my poor husband. (No joke) 

I try, I truly try, but gosh, it is hard!!!  Ugh. I have been doing more 
of “do not” than “do.”  I can do the “lend and expect nothing back,” 
but I must say sometimes I do “expect” something back, not neces-
sarily what I give to someone, but when I need validation, or am in 
a low spot emotionally, or spiritually, my flesh can scream for at-
tention.   Maybe that’s the point of being a believer, to not want 
anything, to be grateful for what is given to us, to be grateful in the 
giving, to pray blessing onto someone we know is difficult, or who 
does not like us, or who can make life downright miserable for us. I 
find it very challenging to “love my enemies,” much less “do good to 
them.”  I would rather forget them, or deny them. But I KNOW 
that’s not the right way. That isn’t the way of LOVE. So, I have 
decided to force myself to pray for those I identify as my enemies. If 
Christ was “resolute” about his Passion, Death, and Crucifixion, the 
least I can do is decide to pray for the people that may hurt me, love 
them from a distance by praying blessings upon them, wishing them 
all the wonderful blessing in my life.    

This is the stuff that makes me anxious that I may not have enough 
time on this earth to get this right. Once our time on earth is done, 
that’s it, Purgatory may be our one last ditch to get things we didn’t 
get right here, right there before being allowed to enter the gates of 
our heavenly home.  So while I am grateful that our Catholic faith, 
in its wisdom, gives us Purgatory, that also means the suffering may 
not be over. Yuk. Honestly, I admit that I would rather suffer here 
with everyone else than be suffering in Purgatory (or hopefully not 
Hell). What if Heaven is not that far off from Purgatory? What if 
we might be able to see our brothers and sisters praising God, or 
hear them singing it up in Heaven? That would be torture!  Nope, I 
want Heaven.   

However, I must say, that I have come to realize that Jesus literally 

directs us to behave in the RIGHT way, in order that our hearts 

remain pure.  We cannot be effective evangelizers if our hearts are 

tainted with negativity. Precisely, this is the struggle of the flesh. 

Jesus outlines it perfectly for us, in order for us, to keep moving 

our faith forward.  We cannot, must not allow ourselves to be spir-

itually burdened with such “anti-virtues.”  We must take on this 

battle of flesh and spirit, and with Christ, we KNOW our spirit will 

win, for “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 

me,”(Philippians 4:13) and “if God is for us, who can be against 

us?”(Romans 8:31)  Our God is so very good, so very kind, so very 

merciful; I hope I can remember this the next time somebody cuts 

me off on the freeway. Blessings, Roz 

 

 

Second Collection for Catholic Charities 

Sept. 18th & 19th 
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 Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time/ Vigesimo Cuarto Domingo en el Tiempo Ordinario 

In the second reading today, St. James has harsh words for those who do not put their faith into action. May 
we be such good stewards of God's gifts to us that we can never be accused of having "faith that does noth-
ing in practice."  

En la segunda lectura de hoy, San Santiago tiene palabras severas para aquellos que no ponen su fe en acción. 
Que nosotros seamos tan buenos administradores de los regalos de Dios para nosotros, que nunca nos puedan 
acusar de tener "fe, que no viene con obras."  

Mass Intentions for the Week Year B: 

Saturday          Sept.11th    
 
8:00 AM       Maria del Rosario Sandoval Alvarez † 
 
5:00 PM  Don Van Orden † 
 Engracia Navarro Lopez † 
 
6:30 PM     Mass for the People (Missa Pro Populi)  

Sunday             Sept. 12th 

7:30 AM         Bob Schmidt †  
    

10:00AM      Francisco Trovao † 
 Mary Bonner †  
 All Suffering in Hospitals  
 All Souls in Purgatory 
       

12:00PM        Maria del Rosario Sandoval Alvarez † 
 Margarita Linares † 
 Pichardo Family (Intention) 
 Michel Family ( Intention) 
 Engracia Navarro Lopez † 
 Anthony Serna †  
 John Resendes †                                                               

Monday            Sept. 13th 

8:00AM         Maria del Rosario Sandoval Alvarez †
 Tom Bielejeski †  
 All Souls in Purgatory  

Tuesday            Sept. 14th 

8:00AM          Maria del Rosario Sandoval Alvarez † 
 Domingo D. Legaspi Jr. † 
 All Souls in Purgatory 
    
Wednesday      Sept. 15th 

8:00AM          Maria del Rosario Sandoval Alvarez †
 Dale Bertroch †  
 Maria Silveria †   

Thursday         Sept. 16th 

8:00AM        Maria del Rosario Sandoval Alvarez †
 Joe Pereira † 
 

Friday             Sept. 17th 

8:00AM        Maria del Rosario Sandoval Alvarez † 
 Lorraine Pellegrini † 
 Greta Hermann † 
 Marann  Juan (Anniversary) 
    
 
Saturday          Sept.18th    
 
8:00 AM      Maria del Rosario Sandoval Alvarez †
 All Souls in Purgatory 
 
5:00 PM  Andrew Magnasco † 
 Danny & Loeba Mendonca † 
                 Joseph Reilly & Rachel Fick (Wedding) 
 
6:30 PM     Mass for the People (Missa Pro Populi)                    
____________________________________________ 

 
Readings for the week: 

 
Monday Memorial of Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop 
and Doctor of the Church 
1 Tm 2:1-8; Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9; Lk 7:1-10 
 
Tuesday Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38; 
Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows 
1 Tm 3:14-16; Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Jn 19:25-27  
or Lk 2:33-35 
 
Thursday Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and 
Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs 
1 Tm 4:12-16; Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10; Lk 7:36-50 
 
Friday Saint Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctor  
of the Church 
1 Tm 6:2c-12; Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20; 
Lk 8:1-3 
 
Saturday 1 Tm 6:13-16; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Lk 8:4-15 
 

Sunday Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Wis 2:12, 17-20; Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8; 
Jas 3:16—4:3; Mk 9:30-37 

"Saint Michael
tection against the wickedness and snares of the devil; May God 
rebuke him, we humbly
enly Host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all evil 
spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of souls. Amen." 
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       Parish Updates/Actualizaciones Parroquiales  

 

09-04-2021- Welcome and congratulations to Ezekiel Navarro, who was baptized into the Catholic Faith by Msgr. Gus. We want 
to congratulate his parents, Daniel Navarro and Marisol Arias & his godparents: Cesar & Anita Villasenor.  

09-04-2021- Bienvenido y felicitaciones a Ezequiel Navarro, quien fue bautizado en la Fe Católica por Mons. Gus. Queremos felicitar a sus padres, 

Daniel Navarro y Marisol Arias y a sus padrinos: César y Anita Villaseñor  

09-08-2021- Diocesan News: Thank-you to all St. Michael members, Msgr. Gus, Msgr. Ryan, Jose Amezcua, & Kevin Rine, who attended 

the Diocesan Stewardship Meeting via Zoom.  Msgr. Gus was happy to report that St. Michael’s Parish Offertory showed an overall increase 

of 11% for the time period: January to July 2021. Moreover, in the month of July alone, the increase was 27%.  Msgr. Gus reported that the 

reason for the increases in the offertory was due to, not only increased Mass participation but because St. Michael’s members experience a 

genuine feeling of acceptance, belonging, and ownership of their church and church community.   

09-08-2021- Noticias Diocesanas: Gracias a todos los miembros de St. Michael, Mons. Gus, Mons. Ryan, José Amezcua y Kevin Rine, quienes asistieron a 

la Reunión de Administración Diocesana a través de Zoom.  Mons. Gus se alegró de informar que el Ofertorio Parroquial de San Miguel mostró un aumento 

general del 11% para el período de tiempo: enero a julio de 2021. Además, solo en el mes de julio, el aumento fue del 27%.  Mons. Gus informó que la razón 

de los aumentos en el ofertorio se debió no solo a una mayor participación en la Misa, sino también a que los miembros de San Miguel experimentan un genuino 

sentimiento de aceptación, pertenencia y propiedad de su iglesia y comunidad eclesiástica.   

09-10-2021-Thank-you to the following who have generously donated funds toward the Church Roof project:                                       
09-10-2021-Gracias a los siguientes que generosamente han donado fondos para el proyecto del Techo de la Iglesia:   

$10-$249 Donors   $500-$749 Donors   $1000 - $4999 Donors 
Anonymous  Anonymous  The Tongan Community-$4000.00: 
David & Corrine Konczal   Liuaki & Lupe Fakava, Sione & Valeti 
Dylan & Gina Thomas    Fakava, Sailosi & Neomai  Fine, Sione & 
    Tapua Guttenbeil, Sisi & Ako Latuselu, Lofa & 

    Akemi Manu, Vae’sima Manu, Siaosi & Theresa 

    One’one, Taufui & Nia One’one, Carlos & Leka 

09-09-2021-Thank-you to the following donors for their generosity toward the completion of our Church Flooring Project: 
09-09-2021-Gracias a los siguientes donantes por su generosidad hacia la finalización de nuestro Proyecto de Pisos de la Iglesia: 

 

$10-$249 Donors 
Jesus Castillo Lopez  

 

09-09-2021- Legion of Mary 100th Birthday Celebration!!! Happy Birthday to the Legion of Mary who celebrated their 100th year Anni-

versary of their beginning by founder The Servant of God – Frank Duff!  A Mass for this beautiful occasion was celebrated by Bishop Rev. My-

ron Cotta with con-celebrants:  Msgr. Ryan, Msgr. Gus, Fr. Dante & Fr. Leo.  Praesidia Presidents representing all of the churches from the 

Stockton Diocese were present.  Congratulations to everyone and may the Legion of Mary continue their devotion to our Blessed Mother, the 

Virgin Mary and may their prayers bring more followers to Christ and more healing to the sick.    

   
09-09-2021- Celebración del 100cumpleaños de la Legión de María!!! ¡Feliz cumpleaños a la Legión de María que celebró su 100aniversario de su inicio por el 

fundador El Siervo de Dios – Frank Duff!  Myron Cotta con los celebrantes: Monseñor Ryan, Monseñor Gus, P. Dante y P. Leo.  Los presidentes de Praesidia 

que representaban a todas las iglesias de la Diócesis de Stockton estuvieron presentes.  Felicitaciones a todos y que la Legión de María continúe su devoción a 

nuestra Santísima Madre, la Virgen María y que sus oraciones traigan más seguidores a Cristo y más sanidad a los enfermos.      
   

   

 Offertory: Make your offertory: Mail check to St. Michael, 5882 N. Ashley Ln, Stockton, CA 95215 or Online at: https:// 
www.osvhub.com/ stmichaelparish/ funds. Thank you to all our parishioners who join us in person or live in Facebook in our Sunday Mass. 
Your presence is a true blessing. A special thank you to all, who continue to give your weekly offertory during this hard time.  

Ofertorio: Envíe su cheque a St. Michael, 5882 N. Ashley Ln, Stockton, CA. 95215 o en línea a: https:// www.osvhub.com/stmichaelparish/funds. Gra-
cias a todas las personas que nos acompañan en persona o virtual- mente en Facebook a nuestras Misas del domingo. Su presencia es una verdadera bendición. 
Un agradecimiento especial a todos los que continúan dando su ofrenda semanal durante estos difíciles momentos.  
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Gospel Reflection:    

  Mark 8:27-35 
Peter declares that Jesus is the 
Christ, and Jesus teaches that those 
who would follow him must take up 
his or her cross. 

Background on the Gospel Read-
ing 

Today’s reading is the turning point 
in Mark’s Gospel. In the presentation 
of the life and ministry of Jesus 
found in the Gospel of Mark, the 
deeds of Jesus have shown Jesus to 
be the Son of God. Yet many, in-
cluding Jesus’ disciples, have not yet 
realized his identity. In today’s Gos-
pel, Jesus asks the disciples for a 
field report by asking what others 
say about him. He then turns the 
question directly to the disciples and 
asks what they believe. Peter speaks 
for all of them when he announces 
that they believe Jesus to be the 
Christ. 

The word Christ is the Greek transla-
tion of the Hebrew word for Messi-
ah, which means “the anointed one.” 
At the time of Jesus, the image of the 
Messiah was laden with popular ex-
pectations, most of which looked for 
a political leader who would free the 
Jewish people from Roman occupa-
tion. Jesus does not appear to have 
used this term for himself. As we see 
in today’s reading, Jesus refers to 

himself instead as the Son of Man, a 
term derived from the Jewish Scrip-
tures, found in the Book of Daniel 
and in other apocryphal writings. 
Many scholars suggest that the 
phrase Son of Man is best under-
stood to mean “human being.” 

Now that the disciples have 
acknowledged Jesus as the Christ, 
Jesus confides in them the outcome 
of his ministry: he will be rejected, 
must suffer and die, and will rise af-
ter three days. Peter rejects this pre-
diction, and Jesus rebukes him se-
verely. The image of Christ that Je-
sus is giving is not the image of the 
Messiah that Peter was expecting. 
Jesus then teaches the crowd and the 
disciples about the path of disciple-
ship: To be Chris’s disciple is to fol-
low in the way of the cross. 

We can easily miss the fear that Je-
sus’ words must have evoked in his 
disciples. Death by crucifixion was 
all too familiar as a method of execu-
tion in Roman-occupied territories. It 
was also an omnipresent danger to 
the Christian community for whom 
Mark wrote. The path that Jesus was 
inviting his disciples to share meant 
tremendous suffering and death. This 
is the kind of radical commitment 
and sacrifice that Jesus calls us to 
adopt for the sake of the Gospel. 

 

Family Connection 

Peter had expectations about what it 
meant to call Jesus the Messiah, the 
Christ. Jesus was indeed the Messi-
ah, but his life and death would show 
a different understanding of what it 
means to be the Messiah. We, too, 
have expectations of God and our 
own ideas about what we think God 
ought to be doing in our world. Like 
Peter, however, we may risk limiting 
our image of God by thinking only in 
human ways. God's plan is always 
more that we can ever imagine. 

As you gather as a family, talk about 
what we expect God to be doing in 
our world and in our family life. 
Then read today's Gospel, Mark 8:31
-35. Why do you think Peter was so 
upset by what Jesus was saying? No-
tice how Jesus reprimands Peter. Do 
we sometimes forget to let God be 
God for us? That is, do we some-
times get discouraged because God 
doesn't act in our world in the ways 
that we expect? Pray together that we 
will remember that God is always 
working for the world's salvation in 
ways that are beyond our imagina-
tion. Conclude by praying together 
today's psalm, Psalm 116. 

Prayers for the Sick Crystal Garcia, Christopher Luis Salcedo, Jaime Kerr, Teresa Brown, Valerie, Angela McCra-
dy, Ramon Ochoa, Izzy Lowndes, Martha Gelsomini, Efrain Gonzalez Perez, Agustin Fua, Ma Lourdes Q. Fua, Ian 
Brodie, Juan Silva, Cynthia Diaz, Jim Ptack,  Ruth Huber, Sharon Lemos, Robert Ortega, Fakava Liuaki, Rosa 
Denoso, Maria Fuentes de Ponce, Juanita Bague, Cody Bruner, Valdo Lopez, Sr., Kristi Martin, Bob Foppiano, 
Skip Bowe, Dieter Grabis, Anthony Gonzalez, Lillian Bava, Helen Leismer, Jim Perkins, Duke T., Piedro Galagn, 
Ruth Hawley, Martin Olivas, Avery Piacentini, Lolo Murry, Rosa Maria Santos, Merle Bowmen, Marie Parra, Cali 
Vanni, Harold “Gi” Raggio,  Mark Fernandez, Corey Bowerman, Estela Flores, Vanessa Sanchez, Cathy Westphal, 
Pedro Alvarez, Valeti Fakava, Linda Bosche, Lourdes Parada, Matt Lemos, Jose Fuentes, Raymond Fuentes, 
Kasandra Nicole Valenzuela, Stella Mia Baez, Kelly Roddy, Pat Harris, Tom Seesing, Lynda Ripley, Shawn Arnell, 
Louis Rivera & Sal Castellon, Angela Montion, Yolanda Salazar Gomez, George Midwin, Julianna Mandalotti-
Midwin, Tina Mandalotti-Rouse, Harold Rouse, Tony Infantino, Lil Bova-Ayrton, David Ayrton, Bob Hermann, 
Susie Tunkle, Richelle Mercado, Lisa Crivello, Bill Wakeland, Gustavo Pedroza……………...                           
Please call the office to add or remove your loved ones name . 

Let them be filled with patience and joy in your presence as they wait for your healing touch. Please restore your serv-

ants to full health, dear Father. Remove all fear and doubt from their hearts by the power of your Holy Spirit, and may 

you, Lord, be glorified through their life, Amen.” Deja que se llenen de paciencia y alegría en tu presencia mientras esperan tu toque sana-

dor. Por favor, restaura a nuestros siervos a la plena salud, querido Padre. Quita todo temor y duda de sus corazones por el poder de nuestro Espíritu Santo, y 

que tú, Señor, seas glorificado a través de su vida, Amén." 


