MOORMAN’S
WATER SYSTEMS

Well Drilling « Pumps
Sprinkler Systems
Lic. #468816
2120 Wilcox Rd.  931-321(
Miracle on Main Street
Catholic ltems
1718 E. Main Street
Stockton, CA 95205
www.CatholicUniverse.com

Chapel of the Palms

Funeral Directors License # FD135
Family Owned / Serving Catholic Families
Since 1903 - Jim Soares
300 S. California St.

OUR CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

St. John's Catholic

17871 S. Carrolton Rd

Escalon, CA 95320
209-838-7134

465-0265

San Joaquin Catholic

719 Harding Way

Stockton, CA 95201
209-466-6202

Country Catering &

Special Events, Inc.

2361 Waterloo Rd, Stockton
209 944-9601

www. MyCountryCatering.com

The Only Consecrated Catholic Cemeteries in San Joaquin County.
Mass is offered at the cemeteries for those entrusted to our care.

C HEROKEE
REIGHT
Lines

(209) 931-3570
FAX: (209) 931-1207
5463 Cherokee Road
K Stockton, California 95215/

Family of Companies

[EGENDS
mudvillesales@sbcglobal.net
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Ron Misasi/Parishioner (209) 644- 8425
%gends Your theme, event, name(s),

logo, etc. on ANYTHING!
ins & Designs
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JUST ABOUT EVERYTHING YOU NEED
GROCERIES * IMPORTED LIQUOR
ITALIAN DELI * ITALIAN GELATO

KEG BEER * PARTY SUPPLIES
HARDWARE * SPORTING GOODS
FAST GAS + BAIT & TACKLE * LOTTERY

Offers BRN-approved
Associate Degree RN
(prelicensure)
program and BYNPT-
approved Vocational

2 Next to Stockton Inn
] %1407 E. WATERLOO RD.
@CKTON, CALIf. 95215

C

PH (209) 931-2850
FAX (209) 931-2871

Nursing Program
BPPE-approved, ABHES-
accredited

SERVING CATHOLICS
OF THE STOCKTON DIOCESE 1340 North El Dorado
(209) 941-0968

www.xavier-college.com

18 S. Center St., Stockton . 435 W. Benjamin Holt Dr, Stockton
4603 N. Pershing Ave., Stockton - 206 E. Yosemite Ave., Manteca
200 S. School St., Lodi

FINANCIAL CENTER CREDIT UNION

et 7aer) A Biornt!

209.948.6024 = www.fccuburt.org

e ;
GENOVA BAKERY 3
Stockton, Cl\vr Slnce 1918

-*Income tax preparation
*+23 Years of Experience
-*All states

-*Audit representation
-*Audit Protection Plus
-*Bookkeeping/Payroll
*Notary Public by appt.

Patricia Saldaia
Enrolled Agent,
Parishioner of St. Michaels

— = e E T i i
Try Our Delicatessen | Bread Baked Fresh Daily
Imported and Domestic Groceries | Provisions and Olive Oil
SPECIALTIES
Fresh Baked Bread | Deli Sandwiches | Deli Meats & Cheeses
Meat & Cheese Trays | falian Groceries

Unexcelled Quality & Service Since 1918 RS

749 N. Sierra Nevada | Stockfon
45 SAN
o

~ 209-466 2N

16 W Elm Street
Lodi, CA 95240
209 224-5410

http://saldanacompany.com

TO BE CATHOLIC IS TO BE

PRO-LIFE:

Andrew Hoffman

HVAC, Water heater
and Appliances-
Ad Sponsored by: Tech#537787
Respect Life Parishioner
Ministry of
St. Michael

" PRAY TO END ABORTION 209-559-7443

2 LOUIS G. LEMos

... Certified Public Accountant

1401 N. Hunter Street * P.O. Box 8540 ¢ Stockton, CA 95208-0540
Tel: 209/460-1040 * Fax: 209/460-1047
Email: lou@lemosCPA.com * Website: www.lemosCPA.com

Member of :
American Institute of CPA's and California Society of CPA's

DELGADO DENTAL : E
GROUP g ~
mplanfs
/f s Family Dentistry
Dentures
8 W. Swain Rd.
C

Panaderia
Bakery

Carniceria
Meat Market

Specializing in:
Full Line Mexican Food Products
Nuestra Especialidad Ricos Tamales 1240 5. £/ Dorado St.
Solorio Family Stockton, CA 95206
S 209)465.7552

COMPUTERLINK

Tony Wilson

President

209.474.0530
sales@comInk.com
4343 Pacific Ave, #E2
Stockton, CA 95207
www.comlnk.com

(209) 466-5566

Cataract Surgery
Glaucoma Care
LASIK
Vision Exams
Glasses & Contacts
Retinal Care
Eyelid Surgery

ZEITER EYE

MEDICAL GROUP, INC.

EYE DISEASES AND SURGERY
www.zeitereye.com
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St. Michael’s Catholic Church

5882¢N Ashley LneStockton®CA+95215

December 12th, 2021

Mission Statement: St. Michael’s Parish is a Catholic faitb community deeply rooted in the Holy Eucharist.

Through our faith and worship, we honor the Lord’s commandment to love Him and one another, to proclaim
the gospel and bring about fair and just world for all people.

444th Edition

Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday 8:30am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-4:00pm
Phone: 209.931-0639 or 209.931-6536
Fax: 209.931.3621
Website: www.stmichaelparish.net

Pastor
Msgr. Agustin Gialogo
In Residence
Msgr. Richard J. Ryan, J.C.D

Business Manager
Jose Amezcua®209.931.0639¢

Parish Secretary
Vesinia Guttenbeil®209.931.0639¢
stmike5882(@sbcglobal .net
Director of Religious Education
Sr. Angelamaria De Leo, msc®209.931.2696 ¢
stmichaelcatmin(@gmail.com
Director of Adult Faith Formation
Roz Rine®209.931.0639 ¢stmike5882(@sbcglobal.net
Director of RCIA
Elena Molina®209.931.5390¢
clenalmolina(@gmail.com
Bookkeeper
Jan Yturri®209.490.4278 ¢
pattystmike(@outlook.com

Communications Director
Jackie Gonzalez#209.931.0639
calendarstmike(@gmail.com
Pre-Baptism Classes
Jose Amezcua®209.670.5531

PATRONA DE LAS AMERICAS

Schedule of Masses

Saturday.............oooo 5:00pm
Sabado.....coooiii 6:30pm espanol
Sunday............... 7:30 am & 10:00 am
Domingo................o 12:00 pm espafiol
Weekdays............... 8:00am
Holy Days
English................. 8:00 am
Espafiol...............oo 6:00 pm
First Friday
Holy Hour..................o 8:30 am-5:00pm
M. e 5:00 pm
Sacraments
Confession Saturday 3:45pm-4:45pm
Baptism........................ Ist & 3rd Sat. 11:00 am English
Bautizo.......................... 2° & 4° Sab. 11:00 am Espafiol

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Exposicion del Santisimo: Due to the pandemic we are no longer exposing the

Blessed Sacrament till further notice./ Debido a la pandemia el Santisimo no estara expuesto hasta nuevo aviso.
Veneration of the Relic of St. Faustina/Veneracion a la Reliquia de Sor. Faustina: The 3rd Thursday of each month

at 3:00 pm @ the FMC./ Cada 3er Jueves de cada mes en el FMC
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2021 Gala Pictures

® Chistnas Sohedule 2021 =a
AP

Reconciliation/ confession e B
Wednesday- December 8,15 & 22 at 4:00PM - 5:00PM .U

Friday, December 24, Christmas Eve
5:00PM- Children Mass with Gospel- RE-Enactment
10:00PM- Community Mass ( Bilingual)
Saturday- December 25, Christmas Day
8:00AM- English Mass
10:00AM- English Mass
12:00PM- Spanish Mass

S

Saturday, January 1, 2022

New Year- Solemnity of the Mary, Mother of God \
8:00 AM- English Mass 4
10:00 AM- English Mass A 4
12:00 PM- Spanish Mass D

Religious Article Sale The weekend of December 18 & 19 in Rose Liel Hall. A
group from the Holy Land (Bethlehem & Jerusalem) will be selling religious articles
after our masses to support the Catholic Christians in Bethlehem. As a tradition many
of the Catholic families in the Holy Land work in small workshops to produce reli-
gious articles from olive wood. However, these days they are facing an economic
hardship as very few tourists visit the Holy Land due to security issues. Please stop by
and see the beautiful religious articles that will be for sale. All sales will be used to
help and support the Catholics in the Holy Land.

Venta de Articulos Religiosos El fin de semana 18 y 19 de diciembre en el salon
Rose Liel. Un grupo de Tierra Santa estara vendiendo articulos religiosos despues de
misa para apoyar la comunidad de Catolicos en Belen. Como tradicion las familias
Catolicas de Tierra Santa hacen articulos religiosos de madera de olivo y las venden a
los turistas. En los pasados afos estas familias han sido afectadas economicamente ya

que el numero de turistas a bajado debido a la inseguridad. Por favor apoye esta venta.

Todos los fondos recaudados sera para apoyar economicamente a las familias Catolicas

de Tierra Santa.

Nativity Scene Blessing, Sacramento,
Saturday,December 18 at 3:00 p.m.

Please join the Knights of Columbus Council 11052, Monsignor
Gus, and the Sacramento Nativity Scene Committee at the
northwest corner of the state Capitol building on Saturday,
December 18 at 3pm. For the sixth straight year we will be

displaying the Nativity Scene in front of the Capitol building as

a public statement of our faith and belief in Christ this Christmas
season. Knights from multiple local councils will be providing
an honor guard to Msgr. Gus while he blesses the Nativity scene.
We will then join in singing Christmas carols and conclude
around 3:30 with hot chocolate and cookies.

The Nativity will be on Display from December 18 through 26
in front of the Capitol building. This is one of 32 such displays
at state capitols nationwide, a project spearheaded by the
American Nativity Scene Committee
(https://www.americannativityscene.com/).For more
information please email SacramentoNativity@gmail.com

JIn Loving Memory of Jn Lovin ~
Memeny agf *&aa

Francisco R. Cruz ‘&
& . Bruno &
Juanita D. Cruz = Frances Malucchi
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Our parish bulletin is available for viewing
at www.stmichaelparish.net/bulletins

December 2021
Budgeted Offertory $  43,000.00
Weekly Collection $ 10,091.40
Month to Date $ 10,091.40
Difference (month) $  32,908.60

Thanks for your generous offerings!
Please continue to use your church envelopes.
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EL GALLO
COMMISSARY

USDA Inspected Meats, Wholesale Paper Products, Food Items

1301 5. SACRAMENTO ST.
..LODI CA 95240
(209) 334-2573

Conrado y Alberto Marquez

APEXCARE (2

Excellence in Home Care

sf5T 06
EMPLOYER
i

Personal Care

PROV' D | N G Companionship
Light Housekeeping
CA R E TO Alzheimer's & Dementia Care

SENIORS IN Fall Prevention
THEIR HOMES Transportation

www.apexcare.com - (209) 478-9111

Mt. Tabor Counseling Service
"Facilitating Transformation"

2291 W. March Ln., Suite E101
Stockton, CA 952074+

Office 209-451-1014

Cell 209-401-5668

209-451-1191

Email mttaborcounseling@gmail.com

Dr. JAMES L. RORE, D.D.S.

4255 Pacific Avenue #12
Stockton, California 95207
g (209) 477-0222
Serving our greater Stockton area for 30 years!
New Patients Welcome

California Dental American Dental American Academy
Assaciation Association of Implant Dentistry




Respect Life Ministry:
"If (a) person does not participate in the act itself, but helps

with preparation or follow-up, the cooperation is mediate....
Mediate cooperation can be of different kinds, depending on
whether it is closer to the act itself (proximate) or more re-
moved from it (remote). For example, assisting in the prepara-
tion of the patient would be proximate mediate cooperation, while
processing forms for admitting patients to a hospital that,
among other things, performs abortions would be remote medi-
ate cooperation. Is such cooperation permitted, and if so, when?
We all have a moral duty to avoid cooperating in evil as much
as possible, but Catholic moral theology recognizes that there
can be circumstances in which it is permissible to cooperate in
a mediate material way in an evil act." Before I Formed You in the
Womb I Knew You, By the Most Reverend Salvatore Cordileone,
Archbishop of San Francisco

Ministerio de Respeto a La Vida:

"Si (una) persona no participa en el acto en si, pero ayuda con
la preparacion o el seguimiento, la cooperacion es mediata. ...
La cooperacion mediada puede ser de diferentes tipos, depen-
diendo de si esta mas cerca del acto en si (proximo) o mas ale-
jado de ¢l (remoto). Por ejemplo, ayudar en la preparacion de
la paciente seria una cooperacién mediada proxima, mientras que
procesar formularios para admitir pacientes en un hospital que,
entre otras cosas, realiza abortos seria una cooperacion mediata
remota. ;Esta permitida esa cooperacion y, en caso afirmacion,
cuando?

Todos tenemos el deber moral de evitar cooperar en el mal
tanto como sea posible, pero la teologia moral catolica recono-
ce que puede haber circunstancias en las que es permisible
cooperar de manera material mediada en un acto malvado.
Antes de formarte en el vientre te conoct, por el Reverendisimo Sal-
vatore Cordileone, Arzobispo de San Francisco

Faith Formation Corner:

JOY- What is joy? Is it about happiness, as we know it? Idid some
research into the true meaning of joy, and why this particular
Advent is pink. I found out that this is based on “Gaudette
Sunday” (you are welcome to research this yourselves), and
this particular Sunday, which came to be in the Middle Ages of
Christianity, is based on the Latin translation of “Rejoice in the
Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness
be evident to all. The Lord is near. (Philippians 4:4-5)

Ilove this word — JOY. It somehow seems deeper in feeling
than “happiness.” When I speak to people who use the word
“happy,” it is typically in regard to something fleeting, such as,
“I'just want to get a pair of shoes for my event and then I'll be
happy.” Or “I'll be happy when I get my kitchen remodel
done.” But “Joy,” that’s a whole different realm. I see or per-
ceive joy to be very lasting, memorable. Joy, for me is when I
get to witness my youngest grandson’s Baptism as I also wit-
ness my son, his father, proclaim the vows of his Catholicism.

That makes my heart burst open with a depth of hope, peace,
love, and grace. “Happy” or “Happiness’ is something else. In
the realm of joy, I can truly “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will
say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all.
The Lord is near.” When I was watching my son and my
grandson, I truly felt as the though the Lord was right there,
present to us all, and in the presence of such love and peace, it
is so easy to feel safe allowing Life’s gentle nature to surface.

This, I believe is what the third week of Advent is about. I be-
lieve that the following weck is about the realization that the
“joy” of life is in life’s messiness and yet, remains extremely
precious. We can see this most of all in the open, gentle inno-
cence of the infant Christ, who remains hidden in the womb of
our blessed Mother, but, whose presence will be revealed to
us on Christmas day. Our Lord will be placed, into a feeding
trough for animals, as a life offering of hope in order that we
can experience his everlasting love for us. The feeling of that
joy is re-triggered every time we immerse ourselves in the

eyes of any child.
What about you? What do you see? So, I challenge you (me

too) to “Rejoice always” this season of Advent. What could we
experience if, as devout Catholics, we remembered that “our
Lord is near,” that we can rest in the gentleness of Love’s safe-
ty, and we can truly experience our “JOY.” Happy Advent
and Blessings, Roz

' Forming the Faith by Kennedy:

i Advent calendars are a fun way to count
, the days until Jesus's birthday. Some

i people who enjoy doing arts and crafts

i make their own and

| other people buy them. We recently saw .
I some at Trader Joe's with chocolate for only $.99
! each! Some of you may find this idea even better
! which is an online Advent calendar. Be sure to

! check it out and click the dates to see the sugges-
! tions for that day in preparation for our Lord's

! special day.

I Children's Advent Calendar | Loyola Press

Children’s Advent Calendar

e o
November November November December December [ December December
December December December December December December December
December | December December December December December Wl December

Third Sunday of Advent/Tercer Domingo de Adviento

Today’s Gospel provides a blueprint for the good stewardship: “ Let the man who has two coats
give to him who has none. The man who has food should do the same.”

El Evangelio de hoy prove un bosquejo detallado para la buena administracion de los bienes de Dios: "El
que tenga dos capas, que dé una al que no tiene, y el que tenga de comer, haga lo mismo."

Mass Intentions for the Week Year B:

Saturday Dec. 11th
8:00 AM All Souls in Purgatory
5:00 PM Judy Green (Intention)

Don Jude Marsau t
Andrew Magnasco t
Andy Machiwalla
Joseph Sappington +
Aurelia Turbetti ¥
Josefina Verduzco

6:30 PM  Mass for the People (Missa Pro Populi)

Sunday

Dec.12th

7:30 AM

10:00 AM

12:00PM

Monday

Margarida Cotta +

Joao & Maria Ferreira
Maria Bugante }

Joe & Ida Silveira (Intention)
Joe & Rosa Vargas +

Pauli Mafi (Birthday)

Souls of Oriba Trovao Family }
United States of America (Intention)

Dennis Green

Margarita Linares
Francisco Alfaro Palos Jr.
Daniel Parra +

Dolores Gonzalez Perez +
Delfina Perez Solorio

Dec. 13th

8:00AM

Tuesday

Tom Bielejeski 1
Masako Bertroch t
Franke Ospital
Marylyn Juson Culverson (Birthday)

Dec. 14th

8:00AM

Wednesday

Don Jude Marsau t
Aurelia Turbetti ¥

Dec. 15th

8:00AM

Frank & Hilda Carlos f
Nell & Ben Giannecchini

Yolanda & Ivan Hamlow
Danette Curtis t
Maria Lourdes Fua (Birthday)

Thursday Dec. 16th

8:00AM Julia Rine (Birthday)
Shari Anderson (Special Intention)
Barbara Prato

Friday Dec. 17th

8:00AM Josephine & Antonio Piccoli
Greta Hermann ¥
Larry Silveira }

Saturday Dec. 18th

8:00 AM Sr. Irma Cruz (Birthday)

5:00 PM Andy Machiwalla

Donald John Marsau +
Mary-Helen Fernandez (Birthday)
Joseph Sappington +

6:30 PM  Mass for the People (Missa Pro Populi)

Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab,

Readings for the Week

Monday Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin and
Martyr

6 and 7bc, 8-9; Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday Memorial of Saint John of the Cross,
Priest and Doctor of the Church

Zep 3:1-2,9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18,

19 and 23; Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday Is 45:6¢-8, 18, 21¢-25; Ps 85:9ab and
10, 11-12, 13-14; Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a
and 13b; Lk 7:24-30

Friday Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8,

17; Mt 1:1-17

Saturday Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;
Mt 1:18-25

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19;
Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-4



https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/calendars/childrens-advent-calendar/

Parish Updates/Actualizaciones Parroquiales

12-04-2021-Gala Night- Over 230 people gathered together to celebrate the long-awaited completion of the Church Renovation. Guests
were greeted by Gala committee members, Mike Colavita, Margaret Dasso, and Kevin Rine. Attendants were then invited to have
their photo taken by Eric Centeno, followed by complimentary cocktails. Veronica Centeno and her crew made sure that the table
linens, centerpieces, seating, and ambiance transformed the Father Meyer Center into a beautiful setting of elegant simplicity. Bishop
Myron Cotta expressed his fond affection for St. Michael’s and gave a loving blessing to everyone, increasing the air of excitement and
joy. Sr. Angela, who had brought her community of Sisters, provided the Invocation and the Blessing of the food. Msgr. Ryan expressed
his love and admiration for St. Michael’s parishioners’ hard work, perseverance, and financial assistance in making the renovation of the
Church a reality. Msgr. Gus expressed his deep gratitude, joy, and love for everyone involved to complete the church renovation. Mar-
tin Garcia of A-1 Construction shared his experience of how many obstacles ensued, and how the encouragement from Msgr. Gus pro-
pelled him to continue forward. Aaron Gallarde and crew provided on-going beautiful music throughout the evening. The beautiful
voices of Chila, Jose, and Ramiro Amezcua serenaded our guests during the meal as well.  And after the delicious meal provided by
Dan Leong and his crew, the dance floor opened up for the remainder of the evening. Special appreciation and love go out to everyone
else who helped to make the Gala a special night. Thanks to Gala Committee members: Msgr. Gus, Chila Amezcua, Laureen Casale,
Mike Colavita, Margaret Dasso, John Ferriola, Cora Galvez, Vesenia Guttenbeil, Kevin & Roz Rine, and Rosie Sieben-
thal for all the hard work and planning they did to make the Gala a success!!!

12-04-2021-Noche de Gala- Mas de 230 personas se reunieron para celebrar la tan esperada finalizacion de la Renovacion de la Iglesia. Los invitados
fueron recibidos por los miembros del comité de Gala, Mike Colavita, Margaret Dassoy Kevin Rine. Los asistentes fueron invitados a que Eric Centeno
tomara una foto, sequida de cdcteles de cortesia. Veronica Centeno y su equipo se aseguraron de que los manteles de mesa, los centros de mesa, los asien-
tos y el ambiente transformaran el Centro Padre Meyer en un hermoso entorno de elegante simplicidad.  EIl obispo Myron Cotta expreso su carifioso afecto
por San Miguel y dio una bendicion amorosa a todos, aumentando el aire de emocién y alegria. La Hermana A’ngela, trajo a su comunidad de Herma-
nas, proporciond la Invocacién y la Bendicion de la comida. Msgr. Ryan expresé su amor y admiracién por el duro trabajo, la perseverancia y la asistencia
financiera de los feligreses de San Miguel para hacer realidad la renovacién de la Iglesia. Msgr.Gus expreso su profunda gratitud, alegria y amor por todos
los involucrados para completar la renovacion de la iglesia. Martin Garcia de A-1 Construction compartio su experiencia de cudntos obstaculos se
produjeron y como el aliento de Monsefior Gus lo impulso a continuar adelante. Aaron Gallarde y su equipo proporcionaron la hermosa musica durante
toda la noche. Las hermosas voces de Chila, José y Ramiro Amezcua también dieron una serenata a nuestros invitados durante la comida. Y después de
la deliciosa comida proporcionada por Dan Leong y su equipo, la pista de baile se abrio por el resto de la noche. Especial aprecio y amor a todos los
demds que ayudaron a hacer de la Gala una noche especial. Gracias a los miembros del Comité de Gala: Mons. Gus, Chila Amezcua, Laureen Casa-
le, Mike Colavita, Margaret Dasso, John Ferriola, Cora Galvez, Vesenia Guttenbeil, Kevin & Roz Rine y Rosie Siebenthal por

todo el arduo trabajo y la planificacion que hicieron para que la Gala fuera un éxito!!!

12-10-2021-Thank-you to the following parishioners who continually donate to our Church Roof Project:
12-10-2021-Gracias a los siguientes feligreses que donan continuamente a nuestro Proyecto de Techo de la Iglesia:

$100-$499 Donors

Anonymous

12-10-2021- Thank-you to the following parishioners who have generously donated to the Church Flooring Project:
12-10-2021-Gracias a los siguientes feligreses que donan continuamente a nuestro Proyecto de Techo de la Iglesia:

$1000-$4999 Donors

Anonymous

12-08-2021-Consecration to St. Joseph celebration. We are so very blessed to have many members of our diverse congregation conse-
crate themselves to our spiritual father, St. Joseph, celebrated with a Mass, on the special day of the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception. Those consecrated had prepared themselves for 33 days for this consecration; they were able to learn more about St. Joseph
and his special role as Jesus’ father, they established and grew closer in relationship with St. Joseph, and chose to honor St. Joseph with
their lives. May God Bless them mightily!!

12-08-2021-Consagracion a san José. Estamos muy bendecidos de que muchos miembros de nuestra diversa congregacion se consagren a nuestro padre
espiritual, San jJosé, celebrado, con una Misa, en el dia especial de la Solemnidad de la Inmaculada Concepcion. Los consagrados se habian pre-
parado durante 33 dias para esta consagracién; pudieron aprender mds sobre San José y su papel especial como padre de Jests, establecieron y se acercaron

mds en relacion con San José, y eligieron honrar a San josé con sus vidas. |;Que Dios los bendiga poderosamente!!
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Gospel Reflection:

Luke 3:10-18
John the Baptist teaches the path of
repentance and announces Christ.

This Sunday's Gospel continues last
week's focus on John the Baptist and
his role in preparing the way for
Christ. Recall that last week's read-
ing described John's appearance in
the desert and established his con-
nection with the prophetic tradition
of Israel. If we were to read Luke's
Gospel continuously, we would learn
about John the Baptist challenging
the crowds who came to him and
calling upon them to show evidence
of their repentance. John tells his lis-
teners that they cannot rely on their
lineage as Israelites because children
of Abraham can be raised up from
stones. Repentance, rather, must be
observable in one's actions. Here,
Luke is continuing to set up two im-
portant themes of his Gospel mes-
sage: the Christian faith is expressed
in one's actions, and the call to salva-
tion is extended to everyone, Jews
and Gentiles.

In today's Gospel reading, the
crowds ask John the Baptist for spe-
cifics. What evidence of repentance
is required? John replies by naming
concrete actions: crowds should
share their food and cloaks; tax col-
lectors should be just; soldiers
should act fairly. The concern for

justice is a hallmark of Luke's Gos-
pel.

When the crowd begins to wonder if
John the Baptist might be the Messi-
ah, John interprets his baptism and
makes it clear that his ministry is in
preparation for the Messiah. John the
Baptist knows his place and role in
God's plan of salvation. By encour-
aging the crowd to act similarly in
accordance with their stations in life,
John's teaching suggests that each
person has a role to play in God's
salvation. It is the great mystery of
our salvation that God permits and
even asks for human cooperation in
his divine plans.

The third Sunday of Advent is also
called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is a
Latin word that means “rejoice.”
This name is taken from the entrance
antiphon for Sunday's Mass, which is
also echoed in today's second read-
ing from the Paul's letter to the Phi-
lippians. Some people mark this Sun-
day by lighting a pink candle instead
of a purple one on their Advent
wreath. It is a reminder that the Ad-
vent season is a season of joy be-

cause our salvation is already at
hand.

Family Connection

The theme of the season of Advent is
sometimes described as a period of
waiting for the birth of Jesus. How-
ever, today's Gospel reading suggests

something different. John the Baptist
did not tell the crowds to wait for the
Messiah. He told them to prepare for
the Messiah through acts of repent-
ance. If Advent is a time of waiting,
it is not the sitting in the doctor's of-
fice kind of waiting. It is a busy time
of preparation, more like the waiting
we might do when preparing for din-
ner guests. Our challenge is to not
make this season a frenzied time, but
rather a time of joyful anticipation
and making ready for God who
comes to dwell among us and chang-
es our lives with the gift of salvation.

As you gather as a family, talk about
the preparations your family is mak-
ing during the season of Advent. Re-
flect together on these activities, not
only on what you are doing but why
you are choosing to do these things.
Read together today's Gospel, Luke
3:10-18. Consider how Advent is a
time for making ourselves ready to
receive Jesus in our lives. Could
your family make some changes in
your Advent activities so that each
person is well prepared to celebrate
the gift of salvation at Christmas?
Conclude in prayer together that
your family will be able to live the
spirit of Advent. Sing together an
Advent song, such as “O Come, O
Come Emmanuel” or pray together
today's second reading, Philippians
4:4-7, as you light the third candle on
your Advent wreath.

Our Lady of Guadalupe, my mother, into your hands joined in prayer, take my prayers, petitions and hopes, and present them to
Jesus for me. Remembering the love and care your hands rendered to Him, He will not refuse what they hold now, even though
they are from me. Amen. Nuestra Seriora de Guadalupe, mi madre, en tus manos unidas en oracion, toma mis oraciones,

peticiones y esperanzas, y preséntalas a Jesus por mi. Recordando el amor y el cuidado que tus manos le entregaron a El,
El no rechazara lo que tienen ahora, aunque sean de mi. Amén.

Prayers for the Sick Crystal Garcia, Christopher Luis Salcedo, Teresa Brown, Valerie, Angela McCrady, Ramon
Ochoa, Izzy Lowndes, Martha Gelsomini, Efrain Gonzalez Perez, Agustin Fua, Ma Lourdes Q. Fua, Ian Brodie,
Juan Silva, Cynthia Diaz, Jim Ptack, Ruth Huber, Sharon Lemos, Robert Ortega, Fakava Liuaki, Rosa Denoso,
Maria Fuentes de Ponce, Juanita Bague, Cody Bruner, Valdo Lopez, Sr., Kristi Martin, Bob Foppiano, Skip Bowe,
Dieter Grabis, Anthony Gonzalez, Lillian Bava, Helen Leismer, Jim Perkins, Duke T., Piedro Galagn, Ruth Haw-
ley, Martin Olivas, Avery Piacentini, Lolo Murry, Rosa Maria Santos, Merle Bowmen, Marie Parra, Cali Vanni,
Harold “Gi” Raggio, Mark Fernandez, Corey Bowerman, Estela Flores, Vanessa Sanchez, Cathy Westphal, Pedro
Alvarez, Valeti Fakava, Linda Bosche, Lourdes Parada, Jose Fuentes, Raymond Fuentes, Kasandra Nicole Valen-
zuela, Stella Mia Baez, Kelly Roddy, Pat Harris, Tom Seesing, Lynda Ripley, Shawn Arnell, Louis Rivera & Sal
Castellon, Angela Montion, Yolanda Salazar Gomez, George Midwin, Julianna Mandalotti-Midwin, Tina Manda-
lotti-Rouse, Harold Rouse, Tony Infantino, Lil Bova-Ayrton, David Ayrton, Bob Hermann, Susie Tunkle, Richelle
Mercado, Lisa Crivello, Bill Wakeland, Jesus Espinoza, Norma Padilla, Craig Crumpacker, Malia Tesimoni..
Please call the office to add or remove your loved ones name .
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