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 TO BE CATHOLIC IS TO BE  

PRO-LIFE! 

 

Ad Sponsored by: 
Respect Life 

Ministry 

 

 
 
 

Offers BRN-approved    
Associate Degree RN

(prelicensure)   
program and BVNPT-
approved Vocational   

Nursing Program 
BPPE-approved, ABHES-

accredited 
 

1340 North El Dorado  
(209) 941-0968 

 www.xavier-college.com 

PRAY TO END ABORTION 

 
·*Income tax preparation 
 *+23 Years of Experience 
·*All states 
·*Audit representation 
·*Audit Protection Plus 
·*Bookkeeping/Payroll 
 *Notary Public by appt. 
 

16 W Elm Street 
Lodi, CA 95240 
209 224-5410 
http://saldanacompany.com 

Patricia Saldaña 
Enrolled Agent, 

Parishioner of St. Michaels 

Family of Companies 
mudvillesales@sbcglobal.net 

Ron Misasi/Parishioner (209) 644-8425 
Your theme, event, name(s), 

logo, etc. on ANYTHING! 

Country Catering &  

Special Events, Inc. 
2361 Waterloo Rd, Stockton 

209 944-9601 
www. MyCountryCatering.com 

Tony Wilson 
President 

209.474.0530 

sales@comlnk.com 
4343 Pacific Ave, #E2 

Stockton, CA 95207 
www.comlnk.com 

 
Andrew Hoffman 

HVAC, Water heater 
and Appliances-
Tech#537787 

Parishioner  
of  

St. Michael 
209-559-7443 

  

St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
5882N Ashley LnStocktonCA95215 

449th Edition January 16th, 2022 

Mission Statement: St. Michael’s Parish is a Catholic faith community deeply rooted in the Holy Eucharist. 

Through our faith and worship, we honor the Lord’s commandment to love Him and one another, to proclaim the    
gospel and bring about fair and just world for all people.  

Office Hours: 
Tuesday-Friday 8:30am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-4:00pm 

Phone: 209.931-0639 or 209.931-6536 
Fax: 209.931.3621 

Website: www.stmichaelparish.net 
 

Pastor 
Msgr. Agustin Gialogo 

In Residence 
Msgr. Richard J. Ryan, J.C.D 

 
Business Manager 

Jose Amezcua209.931.0639 
Parish Secretary 

Vesinia Guttenbeil209.931.0639
stmike5882@sbcglobal.net 

Director of Religious Education 

Sr. Angelamaria De Leo, msc209.931.2696
stmichaelcatmin@gmail.com 

Director of Adult Faith Formation 

Roz Rine209.931.0639stmike5882@sbcglobal.net 
Director of RCIA 

Elena Molina209.931.5390
elenalmolina@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper 

Jan Yturri209.490.4278 
pattystmike@outlook.com 

Communications Coordinator 

Jackie Gonzalez209.931.0639  
calendarstmike@gmail.com 

 Pre-Baptism Classes 

Jose Amezcua209.670.5531 

Schedule of Masses 
Saturday………………………………...............5:00pm 
Sabado…………………………………….6:30pm español 
Sunday………………………………..7:30 am & 10:00 am 
Domingo………………………………..12:00 pm español 
Weekdays………………………………………....8:00am 

Holy Days 
English……………………………...………… ...8:00 am 
Español………………………………...……… ..6:00 pm 

First Friday 
Holy Hour………………………………  8:30 am-5:00pm 
Mass…………………………………………… ..5:00 pm 

Sacraments 
Confession   Saturday                                       3:45pm-4:45pm 
Baptism..………………….1st & 3rd Sat. 11:00 am English 
Bautizo…..………..……….2° & 4° Sab. 11:00 am Español 
Marriage………………….……...6 months advance notice 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Adoration Chapel. Visitors are welcome Monday thru Friday from 8:00 am to       

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Exposicion del Santisimo: Due to the pandemic we are no longer exposing the 
Blessed Sacrament till further notice./ Debido a la pandemia el Santisimo no estara expuesto hasta nuevo aviso. 
Veneration of the Relic of St. Faustina/Veneracion a la Reliquia de Sor. Faustina: The 3rd Thursday of each month 
at 3:00 pm @ the FMC./ Cada 3er Jueves de cada mes en el FMC  
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Celebrations at St. Michael’s   

Happy 60th Birthday to our parish secretary,  

Vesinia Guttenbeil!! 

Rosca de Reyes (Three Kings Bread) 

Three King's Cake (or bread) is closely allied with the traditions 
around the Epiphany (January 6th). This commemorates the 
visit of the Three Wise Men  to the baby Jesus in Bethlehem. In 
Mexico, the day is a gift-giving holiday. Tradition states this 
bread be served, garnished with the "jewels" of fruit and nuts. 

Usually a small plastic doll representing baby Jesus is placed 

inside. The custom is that whoever finds the doll (Vesinia) 
must give a party on Candlemas (February 2nd). 

Congratulations to Don & Rose Caña, who celebrated their  
40th Anniversary! 

Happy Birthday and Blessings, Sister Angela.   

Vesinia, accompanied by her cousin, Fr. Kapiolani    
(Tongan Chaplaincy- San Mateo) & Msgr. Gus 

Vesinia, her husband John,            
Msgr. Ryan & Msgr. Gus                                      

Vesinia & Baby Jesus 
Sister Angela & Vesinia cutting the                   

Three Kings Cake 
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In Loving 
Memory of 

 
Bruno & 

Frances Malucchi 
Malucchi 

In Loving Memory of 
 

Francisco R. Cruz 
               & 
Juanita D. Cruz 

E101 

January 2021 
Budgeted Offertory             $       32,000.00 
Weekly Collection  $      19,983.05 
Month to Date $      19,983.05 
Difference (month)              $      12,016.95 
  
 

Thanks for your generous offerings!               

Please continue to use your church envelopes. 

Our Gifts to the Lord 

Our parish bulletin is available for viewing 
at www.stmichaelparish.net/bulletins 

Save the Date!! Wednesday Feb. 2 @ 8:00AM & 6:00PM                                                     
There will be the celebration of The Feast of The Presentation of The 
Lord which all candles will be blessed by our priests. The Adult Faith For-
mation Ministry (AAFM) will be providing candles that can be purchased 
after all Masses, the weekends of Jan. 22nd and Jan. 29th. Candles will 
also be available for purchase 1hr before the 6:00PM mass, however it is 
highly recommended that you make your purchases as early as possible. 
There will be a beautiful assortment of candles to choose from and AAFM 
appreciates all your support in assisting them.    

¡Guarda la fecha!! Miércoles 2 de febrero @ 8:00AM & 6:00PM         
Será la celebración de la Fiesta de la Presentación del Señor en la que 
todas las velas serán bendecidas por nuestros sacerdotes. El Ministerio de 
Formación en la Fe para Adultos (AAFM) proporcionará velas que se 
pueden comprar después de todas las misas, los fines de semana del 22 y 
29 de enero. Las velas también estarán disponibles para su compra 1 hora 
antes de la misa de las 6:00 PM, sin embargo, es muy recomendable que 
realice sus compras lo antes posible. Habrá una hermosa variedad de ve-
las para elegir y AAFM agradece todo su apoyo para ayudarlos.                                        

Save the date! - 02/15/2022-03/15/2022--The official 

beginning of The Consecration to St. Joseph by Fr. Donald 

Calloway retreat. Please feel free to contact Roz Rine at 209

-401-5668 or Jose Amezcua (Spanish speaking) at 209- 670-

5531 for any questions. We welcome everyone and pray for 

a continued increase in this Consecration to St. Joseph who 

is not only our “Protector,” but also the “Terror of Demons.” 

¡Guarda la fecha! -02/15//2022-03/15/2022--El inicio 

oficial del retiro De La Consagración a San José por el P. Donald 

Calloway. No dude en comunicarse con José Amezcua al 209-670-

5531 para cualquier pregunta. Damos la bienvenida a todos y ora-

mos por un aumento continuo en esta Consagración a San José, 

quien no solo es nuestro "Protector", sino también el "Terror de los 

Demonios". 

Respect Life Ministry 

Anyone wishing to go to the Walk for Life West Coast in San Fran-
cisco, there are buses going from Annunciation ($35) and Presenta-
tion ($25) or try to carpool with someone else from St. 
Michael's.  For those choosing not to go, the Respect Life Ministry 
will be having a Rosary Rally on the corner of March and Pacific 
that day, January 22, at 2 PM.  Please come and join us to Pray for 
Life.   

Ministerio de Respeto a la Vida  

Cualquiera que desee ir al Walk for Life West Coast (Caminata por la Vida) 
en San Francisco, hay autobuses que saldrán desde Anunciación ($35) y Pre-
sentación ($25) pueden tratar de compartir su automóvil con otra persona 
de St. Michael's.  Para aquellos que elijan no ir, el Ministerio de Respeto a 
la Vida tendrá un Rosario en la esquina de March y Pacífic ese día, 22 de 
enero, a las 2 PM.  Por favor, ven y únete a nosotros para orar por la vida.  



6 

Respect Life Ministry:  
 
"To eat and drink 'without discerning the body' means not discern-
ing the reality of the Body of Christ.  This refers both to the sacra-
mental Body of Christ, the Eucharist, and to His mystical Body, the 
Church.  Jesus Christ cannot be separated from His Body; to receive 
His Eucharistic Body and Blood while repudiating essential doctrines 
of His Mystical Body is to eat and drink judgment on oneself.  St. 
Paul urged the members of his communities temporarily to exclude 
serious wrongdoers from their midst (e.g., 1 Cor 5:1-5), the First 
Letter of St. John invoked this practice (1 Jn 1:10), and Jesus Him-
self speaks of this in the case of those who refuse to listen to the 
Church (Mt 18:17).  The purpose of such exclusion is medicinal: it 
is intended to help the wrongdoer realize that he or she has wan-
dered from Christ's old by their ongoing evil behavior."  Before I 
Formed You in the Womb, By the Most Reverend Salvatore Cordileone, 
Archbishop of San Francisco 
 

Ministerio Respeto a La Vida:    

"Comer y beber 'sin discernir el cuerpo' significa no discernir la 

realidad del Cuerpo de Cristo.  Esto se refiere tanto al Cuerpo sacra-

mental de Cristo, la Eucaristía, como a Su Cuerpo místico, la Igle-

sia.  Jesucristo no puede ser separado de Su Cuerpo; recibir Su 

Cuerpo y Sangre Eucarística mientras repudia las doctrinas esenciales 

de Su Cuerpo Místico es comer y beber juicio sobre uno mis-

mo.  San Pablo instó temporalmente a los miembros de sus comuni-

dades a excluir temporalmente a los malhechores graves de entre 

ellos (por ejemplo, 1 Corintios 5:1-5), la Primera Carta de San Juan 

invocó esta práctica (1 Jn 1:10), y Jesús mismo habla de esto en el 

caso de aquellos que se niegan a escuchar a la Iglesia (Mt 18:17).  El 

propósito de tal exclusión es medicinal: tiene la intención de ayudar 

al malhechor a darse cuenta de que él o ella se ha alejado de la anti-

güedad de Cristo por su mal comportamiento continuo".  Antes de 

que te formara en el vientre, por el Reverendísimo Salvatore Cordileo-

ne, Arzobispo de San Francisco 

Jesus Christ    

Some persons' last names have their origin in the trade one of their 

ancestors followed. For instance, long ago someone in the Miller 

family was probably a miller, while someone in the Baker family was 

a baker. 

Christ is a title that means “the anointed one.” Israelite kings, proph-
ets, and priests were anointed with oil as a sign that they were spe-
cial to God and filled with God's Spirit. Christ is another word for 
Messiah. Because Jesus is the Messiah, in time Christ became his 
proper name. We call him Jesus Christ. 

The Israelites were God's chosen people who were promised a Mes-
siah, a great leader to save them. They passed on the promise of 
Messiah from generation to generation. In their minds, among other 
things the Messiah would be a powerful ruler who would make Isra-
el a mighty and glorious nation once again. Hebrew Scripture con-
tains prophecies about a king to be born from the family of David, 
who had been Israel's greatest king. 

He did not fit many Israelites' notion of the Messiah. They never 

imagined that God would come to be their Messiah. They did not 
expect the establishment of a spiritual kingdom by a meek and hum-
ble Messiah who was put to death on a cross. Actually Jesus fulfills 
and exceeds the hopes of Israel. He brought much more than earthly 
power. 

Jesus did not boldly proclaim himself as the Messiah. In fact, he 
sometimes urged people to keep his miracles secret. (This is known 
as the “messianic secret.”) He did this possibly so as not to confuse 
those Israelites who were waiting for a Messiah in the political, royal 
sense. 

Jesus admitted he was the Messiah in his encounter with the Samari-
tan woman at the well. She said, “I know that the Messiah is coming, 
the one called the Anointed; when he comes, he will tell us every-
thing.” Jesus replied, “I am he, the one who is speaking with 
you” (John 4:25-26). In the Gospel of Mark when the high priest 
asked Jesus if he were the Messiah, the son of the Blessed One, Jesus 
answered, “I am” (Mark 14:61-62). According to the Gospel of 
John, Jesus explained to Pilate that his kingdom was not of this 
world. 

The synoptic Gospels relate that one day Jesus asked the Pharisees 
whose son the Messiah was. When they answered, “David's,” Jesus 
countered with another question: Why then did David call him 
Lord? For in one of the psalms, David called the Messiah Lord, 
which meant Son of God (Psalm 110:1). 

People who believe Jesus is the Messiah and continue his work of 
bringing about God's kingdom of justice and love are called Chris-
tians. The followers of Jesus were first called Christians in Antioch 
about the middle of the first century. The term means “like Christ.” 

Jesus, powerful in word and deed, was the Christ, filled with the 
Holy Spirit who would be given to all humankind. His followers, 
too, are anointed ones marked with the oil of baptism and confirma-
tion and given the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

† Christ yesterday, now, and forever! † 

 

          Forming the Faith by Kennedy: 
   
Is it true that some people have a guardian 
angel that’s alive and that they’re close to?
( Question submitted from Alexis, in  
Mrs. Stockman’s & Mrs. Chang’s class.)                                                                                                                             
 

Guardian Angels are spiritual beings of love and light and 
divine presence. Ultimately, Guardian Angels are spiritual be-
ings, and so they don't have physical bodies like you and I. Guardian 
Angels are the personal, protective and comforting angelic beings 
who guide us all. They nudge you in the right direction of your soul 
purpose.  Other times your guardian angels will support you by 
comforting you and triggering a feeling that comes from deep down 
when you're feeling alone and sad and depressed, that reminds you: 
“Everything’s going to be all right. Everything's going to be okay. 
Keep going.” This is often the guidance of Guardian Angels.  
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 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time/ Segundo Domingo en el Tiempo Ordinario 
In today's second reading, St. Paul tells the Corinthians (and us) that all of our gifts are from God and that they are 
given, not for ourselves alone, but for the common good. But the generosity of God knows no limits - the miracle at 
Cana reminds us that whenever we faithfully do as God asks, He can change our gifts of water into wine!  En la segun-
da lectura de hoy, San Pablo les dice a los Corintios (y a nosotros) que todos nuestros dones vienen de Dios y que nos son 
dados, no para nosotros solamente, sino para el bien común. ¡Pero la generosidad de Dios no tiene límites - el milagro de 
Caná nos recuerda que cuando hacemos fielmente lo que Dios nos pide, Él puede cambiar nuestros regalos de agua en vino!  

"Saint Michael
tection against the wickedness and snares of the devil; May God 
rebuke him, we humbly
enly Host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all evil 
spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of souls. Amen." 

Mass Intentions for the Week Year C: 

Saturday              Jan. 15th    

8:00 AM      Jose Galvez †   

5:00 PM            †All Souls in Purgatory †    

         

6:30 PM     Mass for the People (Missa Pro Populi) 

 

Sunday   Jan. 16th   

 7:30AM Tom Castle †  
 Lawernce Dasso †  
 Connie Herrera †  
 Emery  Garcia (Birthday) 
 Ricardo Guamen (Health Intention) 
 Nicolie Santos (Health Intention)  
    

10:00AM    Jean Lucceshi † 
 Summer Kent– Durand †
 Henry Sanfilippo †  
 Mr. & Mrs. Robertson † 
 Mrs. Carolina Hortizuela † 
 Mr. Adriano Quitasol †   
  

 

12:00 PM David & Donaciana Cortes † 
 Maria Cortes  †  
 Amanuel Moreno † 
 Jesus Perez †  
 Heraclia Solorio † 

Monday                Jan. 17th 

8:00AM          Tom Bielejeski †  
 Edward Hughes (Birthday) 
 All forgotten Souls in Purgatory 
    

Tuesday               Jan. 18th 

8:00AM                   All Unborn Babies 

Wednesday          Jan. 19th  

8:00AM          All Homicide Victims 
 Yolanda Mendiola Sulit † 

Thursday             Jan. 20th 

8:00AM          Orvie Sulorin (Intention-Surgery) 
 All Nuns & Priests in Purgatory 

 

Friday                  Jan. 21st 

8:00AM     Nivis, Gina, & Carmello Ongaro † 
 Greta Hermann †  
 Jeannette Ospital † 
 All non Catholic Souls in Purgatory 

Saturday             Jan. 22nd    

8:00 AM      Nivis, Gina, & Carmello Ongaro † 

 Kimberly Hughes (Birthday)   

5:00 PM             Gody Demesa †    

         

6:30 PM      Mass for the People (Missa Pro Populi) 

_________________________________________________ 

Readings for the Week 

Monday Memorial of Saint Anthony, Abbot1 Sm 15: 
16-23/ Ps 50: 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/ Mk 2: 18-22  
 
Tuesday 1 Sm 16: 1-13/ Ps 89: 20, 21-22, 27-28/Mk 2: 
23-28  
 
Wednesday 1 Sm 17: 32-33, 37, 40-51/ Ps 144: 1b, 2, 9-
10/ Mk 3: 1-6  
 
Thursday 1 Sm 18: 6-9; 19: 1-7/ Ps 56: 2-3, 9-10a, 10b-
11, 12-13/ Mk 3: 7-12  
 
Friday Memorial of Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr1 
Sm 24: 3-21/ Ps 57: 2, 3-4, 6 and 11/ Mk 3: 13-19  
 
Saturday Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 
Unborn Children 2 Sm 1: 1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/ Ps 
80:2-3, 5-7/ Mk 3: 20-21  
 

Sunday Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Neh 8: 2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/ Ps 19: 8, 9, 10, 15/1 Cor 12: 12-
30 or 1 Cor 12:12-14,27/ Lk 1: 1-4; 4: 14-21  
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Parish Updates/*Actualizaciones Parroquiales  

December 7, Saturday: The hall at FMC was beautifully decorated for the surprise 60th Birthday celebration of Vesinia Guttenbeil, our parish 
secretary and the affair was hosted by her daughter, Henrietta and sons. The entrance of the hall was well-inviting with white flowers hanging 
from the ceiling with lights that brightened the foyer. Once you enter the hall, guests were in awe to see the fabulous setting of the tables with 
the beautiful flowers on the pedestal. Everything was gorgeous and showed us how the Tongan culture would celebrate the six decades of a 
fruitful life. The birthday celebrant came with her entourage dancing in joy and received and accompanied by her husband John. They were 
seated together in a beautiful chair, to welcome all the guests. The event was so impressive and lively. The food and drinks were in abun-
dance. Msgr. Gus and Msgr. Ryan graced the joyful celebration. Everyone enjoyed themselves and we are pretty sure, each one has a story to 
tell. This event will be a lasting memory for her and her family. 
7 de diciembre, sábado: El salón de FMC fue bellamente decorado para la celebración sorpresa del 60 cumpleaños de Vesinia Guttenbeil, nuestra secretaria pa-
rroquial y el evento fue organizado por su hija, Henrietta y sus hijos. La entrada del hall era muy acogedora con flores blancas colgando del techo con luces que 
iluminaban el vestíbulo. Una vez que entras en el pasillo, los invitados se asombraron al ver el fabuloso entorno de las mesas con las hermosas flores en el pedes-
tal. Todo fue hermoso y nos mostró cómo la cultura tongana celebraría las seis décadas de una vida fructífera. La celebrante de cumpleaños vino con su séquito 
bailando de alegría y recibió y acompañó a su esposo John. Estaban sentados juntos en una hermosa silla, para dar la bienvenida a todos los invitados. El evento 
fue impresionante y animado. La comida y las bebidas eran abundantes. Monseñor Gus y Monseñor Ryan adornaron la alegre celebración. Todos disfrutaron y 
estamos bastante seguros, cada uno en su vida. Este evento será un recuerdo duradero para ella y su familia. 

 

December 9, Sunday: Feast of the Baptism of our Lord. 
On this day, the Parish was blessed to celebrate the 40th Wedding Anniversary of Don and Rose Caña, who  renewed their vows 
in thanksgiving for the gift of love that God  bestowed upon them and their family. Msgr. Gus and the community of St. Michael’s 
witnessed the couple’s ruby anniversary. Congratulations and may the Holy Family of Nazareth always guide you two, to be more 
loving and faithful to each another.                                                                                                                                                        
9 de diciembre, domingo: Fiesta del Bautismo de nuestro Señor.  
En este día, la Parroquia tuvo la bendición de celebrar el 40 Aniversario de Bodas de Don y Rosa Caña, quienes renovaron sus votos en acción de 
gracias por el don de amor que Dios les otorgó a ellos y a su familia. Gus y la comunidad de St. Michael's presenciaron el aniversario de rubí de la 
pareja. Felicidades y que la Sagrada Familia de Nazaret os guíe siempre a vosotros dos, para que seáis más amorosos y fieles el uno al otro.         

December 10, Monday: The season of Christmas ended on the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord. Monday becomes the ordinary 
time in the church life. All of the Christmas decorations have been removed in the facility of the parish which brightened the     
places during the Holy Season of Christmas.                                                                                                                                       
10 de diciembre, lunes: La temporada de Navidad terminó en la Fiesta del Bautismo de nuestro Señor. El lunes se convierte en el tiempo ordinario 
en la vida de la iglesia. Todas las decoraciones navideñas se han retirado en las instalaciones de la parroquia que iluminaron los lugares durante 
la temporada santa de Navidad. 

1-11-2022- Thank-you to the following parishioners who have generously donated to the Church Roofing Project:                                            
1-1-2022-Gracias a los siguientes feligreses que donan continuamente a nuestro Proyecto de Techo de la Iglesia:  

$1000-$4999  Stockton Edison HealthCare Corporation/Good Samaritan Rehabilitation & Care Center  

Offertory: Make your offertory: Mail check to St. Michael, 5882 N. Ashley Ln, Stockton, CA 95215 or Online at: 
https:// www.osvhub.com/ stmichaelparish/ funds. Thank you to all our parishioners who join us in person or live in Facebook 
in our Sunday Mass. Your presence is a true blessing. A special thank you to all, who continue to give your weekly offertory 
during this hard time. 

Ofertorio: Envíe su cheque a St. Michael, 5882 N. Ashley Ln, Stockton, CA. 95215 o en línea a: https:// www.osvhub.com/
stmichaelparish/ funds. Gracias a todas las personas que nos acompañan en persona o virtual- mente en Facebook a nuestras 
Misas del domingo. Su presencia es una verdadera bendición. Un agradecimiento especial a todos los que continúan dando su 
ofrenda semanal durante estos difíciles momentos. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT / RECEPTIONIST (Part-Time) St. Patrick in Angels Camp is seeking a highly motivated, 
coachable, and reliable part-time Administrative Assistant/Receptionist. This is a 25 hour per week position. Incumbent will 
complete general secretarial duties and give general assistance to the Pastor. Receives phone calls, schedules appointments, word
-processes documents, letters and memos. (Efficient in Microsoft Word, Power Point, & Excel), Manages hall rental and main-
tains parish calendar. Assists in parish record keeping in all matters needed. Maintains parish envelopes and database system, 
making changes, additions and deletions as needed. Must have good interpersonal written and communication skills. If you are 
interested, please email your resume and cover letter to stpatricks.acamp@gmail.com  
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Gospel Reflection:      

John 2:1-11 
Jesus performs his first sign at a 
wedding feast in Cana. 

This Sunday we begin the liturgical 
season of Ordinary Time. For many 
Sundays in this lectionary cycle 
(Cycle C), our readings will be taken 
from the Gospel of Luke. Occasion-
ally, however, we will read from 
John's Gospel. This is true of today's 
Gospel reading, which describes the 
beginning of Jesus' ministry and his 
first miracle. 

To situate today's reading within the 
context of John's Gospel, we note 
that John's report of this event fol-
lows Jesus' call of his first disciples. 
John tells us that Jesus and his disci-
ples were invited to this wedding at 
Cana, as was Jesus' mother, Mary. 
There is no parallel report of this 
miracle at Cana in the Synoptic Gos-
pels. 

In the Church's liturgical history, the 
wedding feast of Cana is closely as-
sociated with the baptism of the Lord 
and the adoration of the infant Jesus 
by the Wise Men. In this context, the 
sign Jesus performs at the wedding 
feast is celebrated as an epiphany or 
a manifestation of Jesus' divinity. 

Yet awareness of Jesus' impending 
passion and death is ever present in 
John's Gospel. Even in this report of 
Jesus' first sign, the language used 
anticipates Jesus' passion. When Je-
sus says to his mother that his hour 
has not yet come, he protests against 
her wishes in language that John will 
use again when reporting Jesus' Last 

Supper with his disciples. When in-
troducing the story of Jesus washing 
his disciples' feet, John writes that 
Jesus knew that his hour had come. 
In John's Gospel, Jesus is very much 
in command and aware of all that is 
to happen to him. 

Here, as elsewhere in John's Gospel, 
Mary is not mentioned by name, but 
is referred to instead as the mother of 
Jesus. Mary is influential in Jesus' 
first sign. She will also be present at 
his Crucifixion, a witness to the final 
manifestation of his divinity. 

John's Gospel describes seven signs 
that indicate Jesus' identity to his dis-
ciples. John never speaks of these 
signs as miracles because their im-
portance is not in the deed that Jesus 
performs but in what these deeds in-
dicate about Jesus' identity. Here, as 
when John describes the other signs, 
the disciples are said to begin to be-
lieve, but no mention is made as to 
whether the other wedding guests are 
even aware of what has happened. 

Marriage and wedding feasts are 
metaphors used in Scripture to de-
scribe God's salvation and the King-
dom of God. Here at the beginning 
of Jesus' public ministry, John's Gos-
pel seeks to establish that Jesus is 
going to re-interpret and fulfill Yah-
weh's promise to Israel. Jesus estab-
lishes the New Covenant. A hint 
about what this New Covenant will 
be like is made evident in the deed 
that Jesus performs. Asked to do 
something to address the awkward 
situation that the absence of wine at a 
wedding feast would create, Jesus' 
miracle produces vast quantities of 
wine—six jars holding thirty gallons 

each are filled to overflowing with 
choice wine. 

This lavish response to a simple hu-
man need is a vision for us of the 
abundance of God's kingdom. It 
challenges us to respond generously 
when confronted with human need 
today. We respond as best we can, 
fully confident that God can trans-
form our efforts, bringing the King-
dom of God to fulfillment among us. 

Family Connection 

Weddings are wonderful family cele-
brations. We go out of our way to 
make the occasion festive and ex-
traordinary. People work hard to 
please one another. What better im-
age of the Kingdom of God! Not 
every day is a wedding celebration, 
but we can anticipate the Kingdom 
of God each day in our attentiveness 
to one another's needs. 

If your family has attended a wed-
ding celebration together, talk about 
the experience and the planning and 
cooperation that made the celebra-
tion memorable. Talk about how 
weddings and feasts are images in 
Scripture for the Kingdom of God. 
Consider how these festive occasions 
are images of God's tremendous love 
for us and examples of how we can 
show our love for one another. Then 
read together today's Gospel, John 
2:1-11. Talk about Mary's attentive-
ness to the needs of the hosts and 
about Jesus' response. What could 
your family learn from this story? 
Consider ways that you might show 
these values in your family's daily 
life. Pray together Saint Ignatius' 
Prayer for Generosity. 

Almighty and Eternal God, You are the everlasting health of those who believe in You. Hear us for Your 
sick servants for whom we implore the aid of Your tender mercy, that being restored to bodily health, they 
may give thanks to You in Your Church. Through Christ our Lord. 

Dios Todopoderoso y Eterno, Tú eres la salud eterna de aquellos que creen en Ti. Escúchanos por Tus siervos en-
fermos por quienes imploramos la ayuda de Tu tierna misericordia, para que siendo restaurados a la salud corpo-

ral, puedan darte gracias en Tu Iglesia. Por Cristo nuestro Señor. 

Prayers for the Sick: Ma Lourdes Q. Fua, Ruth Huber, Sharon Lemos, Bob Foppiano, Skip Bowe, Valeti Fakava,  
Lourdes Parada, Bill Wakeland, Jesus Espinoza, Norma Padilla, Craig Crumpacker, Malia Tesimoni,               
Orvie Sulorin, Deni Castle, Don Barrows. 
   Please call the office to add or remove your loved ones name . 

http://www.osvhub.com/
http://www.osvhub.com/stmichaelparish/
http://www.osvhub.com/stmichaelparish/
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/saints-prayers/prayer-for-generosity-saint-ignatius-of-loyola
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/saints-prayers/prayer-for-generosity-saint-ignatius-of-loyola

