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 TO BE CATHOLIC IS TO BE  

PRO-LIFE! 

 

Ad Sponsored by: 
Respect Life 

Ministry 

 

 
 
 

Offers BRN-approved    
Associate Degree RN

(prelicensure)   
program and BVNPT-
approved Vocational   

Nursing Program 
BPPE-approved, ABHES-

accredited 
 

1340 North El Dorado  
(209) 941-0968 

 www.xavier-college.com 

PRAY TO END ABORTION 

 
·*Income tax preparation 
 *+23 Years of Experience 
·*All states 
·*Audit representation 
·*Audit Protection Plus 
·*Bookkeeping/Payroll 
 *Notary Public by appt. 
 

16 W Elm Street 
Lodi, CA 95240 
209 224-5410 
http://saldanacompany.com 

Patricia Saldaña 
Enrolled Agent, 

Parishioner of St. Michaels 

Family of Companies 
mudvillesales@sbcglobal.net 

Ron Misasi/Parishioner (209) 644-8425 
Your theme, event, name(s), 

logo, etc. on ANYTHING! 

Country Catering &  

Special Events, Inc. 
2361 Waterloo Rd, Stockton 

209 944-9601 
www. MyCountryCatering.com 

Tony Wilson 
President 

209.474.0530 

sales@comlnk.com 
4343 Pacific Ave, #E2 

Stockton, CA 95207 
www.comlnk.com 

 
Andrew Hoffman 

HVAC, Water heater 
and Appliances-
Tech#537787 

Parishioner  
of  

St. Michael 
209-559-7443 

This ad space is availa-
ble for your business! 

  

St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
5882N Ashley LnStocktonCA95215 

450th Edition January 23rd, 2022 

Mission Statement: St. Michael’s Parish is a Catholic faith community deeply rooted in the Holy Eucharist. 

Through our faith and worship, we honor the Lord’s commandment to love Him and one another, to proclaim the    
gospel and bring about fair and just world for all people.  

Office Hours: 
Tuesday-Friday 8:30am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-4:00pm 

Phone: 209.931-0639 or 209.931-6536 
Fax: 209.931.3621 

Website: www.stmichaelparish.net 
 

Pastor 
Msgr. Agustin Gialogo 

In Residence 
Msgr. Richard J. Ryan, J.C.D 

 
Business Manager 

Jose Amezcua209.931.0639 
Parish Secretary 

Vesinia Guttenbeil209.931.0639
stmike5882@sbcglobal.net 

Director of Religious Education 

Sr. Angelamaria De Leo, msc209.931.2696
stmichaelcatmin@gmail.com 

Director of Adult Faith Formation 

Roz Rine209.931.0639stmike5882@sbcglobal.net 
Director of RCIA 

Elena Molina209.931.5390
elenalmolina@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper 

Jan Yturri209.490.4278 
pattystmike@outlook.com 

Communications Coordinator 

Jackie Gonzalez209.931.0639  
calendarstmike@gmail.com 

 Pre-Baptism Classes 

Jose Amezcua209.670.5531 

Schedule of Masses 
Saturday………………………………...............5:00pm 
Sabado…………………………………….6:30pm español 
Sunday………………………………..7:30 am & 10:00 am 
Domingo………………………………..12:00 pm español 
Weekdays………………………………………....8:00am 

Holy Days 
English……………………………...………… ...8:00 am 
Español………………………………...……… ..6:00 pm 

First Friday 
Holy Hour………………………………  8:30 am-5:00pm 
Mass…………………………………………… ..5:00 pm 

Sacraments 
Confession   Saturday                                       3:45pm-4:45pm 
Baptism..………………….1st & 3rd Sat. 11:00 am English 
Bautizo…..………..……….2° & 4° Sab. 11:00 am Español 
Marriage………………….……...6 months advance notice 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Adoration Chapel. Visitors are welcome Monday thru Friday from 8:00 am to       

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Exposicion del Santisimo: Due to the pandemic we are no longer exposing the 
Blessed Sacrament till further notice./ Debido a la pandemia el Santisimo no estara expuesto hasta nuevo aviso. 
Veneration of the Relic of St. Faustina/Veneracion a la Reliquia de Sor. Faustina: The 3rd Thursday of each month 
at 3:00 pm @ the FMC./ Cada 3er Jueves de cada mes en el FMC  



2 

Dear Anonymous, 

The St. Michaels Ladies’ Guild would like to 
thank you for the generous donation you made to 
our fundraising account. It is much appreciated 
and will help us towards getting one or two more 
Church projects completed this year.  
Thank you, 

Norma Goonan- Guild Pres. 

Congratulations to Willie and Letty Demesa, 

 who celebrated their 50th Golden Wedding Anniversary! 

Save the Date!! Wednesday Feb. 2 @ 8:00AM & 6:00PM                                                     
There will be the celebration of The Feast of The Presentation of The 
Lord which all candles will be blessed by our priests. The Adult Faith 
Formation Ministry (AFFM) will be providing candles that can be pur-
chased after all Masses, the weekends of Jan. 22nd and Jan. 29th. Can-
dles will also be available for purchase 1hr before the 6:00PM mass, 
however it is highly recommended that you make your purchases as 
early as possible. There will be a beautiful assortment of candles to 
choose from and AFFM appreciates all your support in assisting them.    

¡Guarda la fecha!! Miércoles 2 de febrero @ 8:00AM & 6:00PM         
Será la celebración de la Fiesta de la Presentación del Señor en la que 
todas las velas serán bendecidas por nuestros sacerdotes. El Minis-
terio de Formación en la Fe para Adultos  proporcionará velas que se 
pueden comprar después de todas las misas, los fines de semana del 22 
y 29 de enero. Las velas también estarán disponibles para su compra 1 
hora antes de la misa de las 6:00 PM, sin embargo, es muy recomend-
able que realice sus compras lo antes posible. Habrá una hermosa 
variedad de velas para elegir y MFFA agradece todo su apoyo por 
ayudarlos.                                        

Ingathering Novena for Santo Niño 

St. Luke Church 

January 20th to January 28th 

Eucharist Adoration , Gospel Reflection, &  

Personal Prayer  6:00PM-6:30PM 

2022 Bishop’s Ministry Appeal Diocesan Goal: 

$2,500,000  
 

It is because of benefactors like you, through the Bishop’s Ministry 
Appeal, that we are able to continue the ministries of the Diocese in 
educating and forming our children in the faith, caring for the needs 
of the poor, developing Hispanic leaders, educating our seminarians, 
promoting youth and young adult ministries, training deacons, sup-
porting the Bishop in carrying out his duties, and all other ministry 
and good works supported by the Bishop’s Ministry Appeal.  

Thank you for supporting the 
Diocese of Stockton and its ministries.   

“All life has Inestimable value, even the weakest and 
most vulnerable, the sick, the old, the unborn and the 
poor are masterpieces of God’s creation.”  
Pope Francis  

 
“Toda Vida tiene un valor inestimable, incluso los más 
débiles y vulnerables, los enfermos, los ancianos, los no 
nacidos y los pobres, son obras maestras de la creación de 
Dios.” 
Papa Francisco  
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In Loving 
Memory of 

 
Bruno & 

Frances Malucchi 
Malucchi 

In Loving Memory of 
 

Francisco R. Cruz 
               & 
Juanita D. Cruz 

E101 

January 2021 
Budgeted Offertory             $       32,000.00 
Weekly Collection  $        7,863.40 
Month to Date $      27,846.45 
Difference (month)              $        4,153.55 
  
 

Thanks for your generous offerings!               

Please continue to use your church envelopes. 

Our Gifts to the Lord 

Our parish bulletin is available for viewing 
at www.stmichaelparish.net/bulletins 

Save the date! - 02/15/2022-03/15/2022--The official 

beginning of The Consecration to St. Joseph by Fr. Donald 

Calloway retreat. Please feel free to contact Roz Rine at 209

-401-5668 or Jose Amezcua (Spanish speaking) at 209- 670-

5531 for any questions. We welcome everyone and pray for 

a continued increase in this Consecration to St. Joseph who 

is not only our “Protector,” but also the “Terror of Demons.” 

¡Guarda la fecha! -02/15//2022-03/15/2022--El inicio 

oficial del retiro De La Consagración a San José por el P. Donald 

Calloway. No dude en comunicarse con José Amezcua al 209-670-

5531 para cualquier pregunta. Damos la bienvenida a todos y ora-

mos por un aumento continuo en esta Consagración a San José, 

quien no solo es nuestro "Protector", sino también el "Terror de los 

Demonios". 

Respect Life Ministry 

Anyone wishing to go to the Walk for Life West Coast in San Francisco, 
there are buses going from Annunciation ($35) and Presentation ($25) or 
try to carpool with someone else from St. Michael's.  For those choosing 
not to go, the Respect Life Ministry will be having a Rosary Rally on the 
corner of March and Pacific that day, January 22, at 2 PM.  Please come 
and join us to Pray for Life.   

Ministerio de Respeto a la Vida  

Cualquiera que desee ir al Walk for Life West Coast (Caminata por 
la Vida) en San Francisco, hay autobuses que saldrán desde Anun-
ciación ($35) y Presentación ($25) pueden tratar de compartir su au-
tomóvil con otra persona de St. Michael's.  Para aquellos que elijan 
no ir, el Ministerio de Respeto a la Vida tendrá un Rosario en la es-
quina de March y Pacífic ese día, 22 de enero, a las 2 PM.  Por fa-
vor, ven y únete a nosotros para orar por la vida.  

When Margie Smiles! 

What’s a quiet Hawaiian—Aloha. 

In case you haven't heard the good news, the Diocese of Stockton wanted to share with you 
that you can now place your order for free at-home COVID-19 tests.  
 
Residential households in the US can order a set of 4 free at-home tests from USPS.com.   
•             Limit of one order per residential address 
•             One order includes 4 individual rapid antigen tests 
•             Orders are free and will ship for free 
 

Place your order at:  https://special.usps.com/testkits 
 

Help us spread the word to our community!  Thank you. 

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwtUttu4yAQ_Zrk0eJmwA95SJymcpRsd9WmafuGAcfEF7yG1Np8_YJTCQ0zhzMHzQG1YhAjRpZmhQBCAEKOIMhSnpQkoxXThJaVAhkWCwKq1sqmt14n0nbLelURQRjKMKu4EqnCSlRaQ4ZLKRGnAC_bVe394BZ4vUC7sHrRQZC4QGtN37hkGIOY9Mb2ib351tomKkcu3t3GdoG3j36URoU0aoTgBi2NaJ
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Respect Life Ministry:  
" Among the vulnerable for who the Church wishes to care with 
particular love and concern are the unborn children, the most de-
fenseless and innocent among us....This defense of the unborn life is 
closely linked to the defense of each and every other human right.  It 
involves the conviction that a human being is always sacred and invi-
olable, in any situation and at every stage of development.  Human 
beings are ends in themselves and never a means of resolving other 
problems.  Once this conviction disappears, so do solid and lasting 
foundations for the defense of human rights, which would always be 
subject to the passing whims of the powers that be."   Pope Fran-
cis    Evangelii gaudium  n.213  
 

Ministerio Respeto a La Vida:                                     
"Entre los vulnerables por los que la Iglesia desea cuidar con particu-

lar amor y preocupación están los niños por nacer, los más indefen-

sos e inocentes entre nosotros... Esta defensa de la vida por nacer 

está estrechamente ligada a la defensa de todos y cada uno de los 

demás derechos humanos.  Implica la convicción de que un ser hu-

mano es siempre sagrado e inviolable, en cualquier situación y en 

cada etapa del desarrollo.  Los seres humanos son fines en sí mismos 

y nunca un medio para resolver otros problemas.  Una vez que esta 

convicción desaparece, también lo hacen bases sólidas y duraderas 

para la defensa de los derechos humanos, que siempre estarían suje-

tos a los caprichos pasajeros de los poderes fácticos".   Papa Francis-

co Evangelii gaudium n.213 

Faith Formation Corner:  

In the Magnificat, Wednesday, the 12th, I had dog-eared a quote 

following the reading for the evening from 1 Peter 1:5 – “By the 

power of God you are safeguarded through faith!” This quote fol-

lows the reading from John 17:11b-12 in which Jesus prays for the 

apostles that he has been given to lead and teach, and who he must 

leave to the cruelty of the world.  I find it interesting that the quote 

from 1 Peter followed, and yet I do not find it coincidental.  The 

quote from 1 Peter 1:5 pretty much leaves it all out there.  It is this 

scripture from 1 Peter 1:5 that truly can carry us; it is our faith in 

Christ Jesus that calls on the “power of God,” to safeguard 

us. This scripture hit me in the face and I believe Jesus was telling 

me something.      

When I pray for whoever and whatever; I know that ultimately, I 
must “leave it all out there,” in the hands of God, at which point I 
must release total control to Him   If I can truly let go, then I must 
sit with the uncomfortable feeling of reality; it just is what it is. I 
don’t know about you, but this act of trust requires a desire to es-
tablish a good habit as opposed to a bad habit.  I must fight the feel-
ing (s) to take control of the outcome I wish for and at the same 
time, allow for the feeling (s) of hope to sink deep into my soul in 
order that faith somehow take root. This is what I believe Jesus 

models for us in the scripture of John 17:11b-12, when he prays for 
his apostles. He models for us what we must do, how we must en-
trust our prayer and the people or things we are praying for to God, 
through Jesus. And that’s it!! Deed done! Yet, in my experience of 
praying throughout my life, it has been the rote prayers that have 
been more automatic, more immediate to me when needed. 

Sometimes, I like to do things with scripture such as place our St. 
Michael’s community of faith in the place of apostles. As believers, 
we have the ability to consider ourselves “his followers.”  When I do 
such a thing, I visualize our Lord Jesus praying for all of us, interced-
ing for us, keeping us close to him.  I wonder, especially in our cur-
rent times, how much our Lord must pray for us, continually 
“leaving it all out there” in God’s hands in order that we remain pro-
tected, guided, saved, and/or healed.  

 As a matter of fact, the only things I read in scripture, are the 
Lord’s plea for us to come closer to Him, to accept His love, His 
peace, His mercy, offering His wounds every moment of every day 
of all time since His passion, death, and resurrection. Think about it, 
he wanted to assure his disciples in every way possible. He taught 
them, he prayed with them, he ate with them, he modeled for them 
the “right way to live,” and finally, he prayed for them, and then 
placed them in the hands of Almighty God.  He offered to the Fa-
ther, ultimately, in every way, shape, and form, FAITH. And then, 
he set out more steps for us to follow in order that we keep close to 
our hearts the Faith that will save us.  

There is a resoluteness to this attitude. It is this staunch belief in our 

Lord that will always “safeguard” us. Jesus Christ modeled his reso-

luteness to sacrifice himself for us; is it really that big of a sacrifice 

for us to resolutely place our faith in Him?  I think not. I think, 

while this life is definitely not easy, nor should it be; I believe our 

choice to resolutely place our faith in Christ is the only answer for 

He is the truth and the way. So, let us make a true New Year’s reso-

lution. Let us mindfully choose to turn toward Christ, no matter 

how difficult; let us “leave it all out there” in God’s hands, and then 

immerse ourselves in this truth: “By the power of God, you (we) are 

safeguarded by faith!” (1 Peter 1:5) Happy Resolution and Blessings, 

Roz 

          Forming the Faith by Kennedy: 
 
For Msgr. Gus: How is the body of Christ in the 

piece of bread? (Submitted by Alexsandra in Mrs. 

Filas's class) 

This is really a very hard question and not many young people 

would be able to have a full understanding. However, I would like it 

to be simple in answering your question. The church teaches us that 

the bread and wine that are offered, and upon the consecration 

when the priest says, on the bread, “This is my Body” & on the 

wine  “This is my Blood” these become a true and real Body and 

Blood of our Lord. This process is called the Transubstantia-

tion , the conversion of the bread and wine into the Body and 

Blood of our Lord. Though we see it materially still as the piece of 

bread and wine, yet, only our faith can see that it is the Body and 

Blood of Jesus. Blessings!! Monsignor Gus  

There will be a second collection for Social Justice 

Jan. 29th & 30th 

Habrá una segunda colecta para la Justicia Social 

Enero 29 y 30 
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 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time/ Tercer Domingo en el Tiempo Ordinario 
The U.S. bishops' pastoral on stewardship reinforces today's reading from 1 Corinthians: "Because its individual 
members do collectively make up the Body of Christ, that body’s health and well-being are the responsibility of the 
members the personal responsibility of each one of us. We all are stewards of the Church." 
La carta pastoral de los obispos estadounidenses sore la Administración de los Bienes de Dios enfatiza la lectura de hoy de 
la 1a de Corintios: "Puesto que sus miembros individuales constituyen colectivamente el Cuerpo de Cristo, la salud y bienes-
tar de ese cuerpo son la responsabilidad de sus miembros - la responsabilidad personal de cada uno de nosotros. 

"Saint Michael
tection against the wickedness and snares of the devil; May God 
rebuke him, we humbly
enly Host, by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all evil 
spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of souls. Amen." 

Mass Intentions for the Week Year C: 

Saturday              Jan. 22nd    

8:00 AM      Nivis, Gina, & Carmello Ongaro † 

 Kimberly Hughes (Birthday)   

5:00 PM             Gody Demesa †    

         

6:30 PM      Mass for the People (Missa Pro Populi) 

 

Sunday    Jan. 23rd   

 7:30AM  
 Dolores Andaya †  
 Lawrence B. Dasso †
 John & Margarida Cotta † 
 Joao & Maria Ferreira † 
 Nettie Pezzi †  
 Barbara Prato †  
 Lois Rogan †  
  

10:00AM    Nivis, Gina, & Carmello Ongaro † 
 Caridad R. Latimosa † 
 Elen Campigli †  
 Pat Harris †  
 Gregoria Samaniego †    

12:00 PM Amunel Moreno † 
 Lidia Garcia †  
 Diego Perez Huerta † 
 All Souls in Purgatory 

  

Monday                 Jan. 24th 

8:00AM          Tom Bielejeski †  
 Nino& Marcella Bonotto † 
 Nell & Ben Giannecchini † 
 Yolanda & Ivan Hamlow † 

Tuesday               Jan. 25th 

8:00AM                   Nivis, Gina, & Carmello Ongaro † 
 Todd Sanfilippo (Birthday) 
 Andrew Nickerson (Birthday) 
 All recent Homicide Victims  

 

Wednesday          Jan. 26th  

8:00AM          All Unborn Babies 

 

Thursday             Jan. 27th 

8:00AM          Jackie Gonzalez (Birthday) 
 Sister Angela (Feast Day) 
 Josephine & Antonio Piccoli † 
 Eugene Schenone † 
 Angelo Barbagelata † 
 Natalie Sanfilippo (Birthday) 
 Judy Green (Special Intention) 

Friday                  Jan. 28th 

8:00AM     Greta Hermann †  
 All Priest & Nuns in Purgatory 
   

Saturday             Jan. 29th    

8:00 AM      All Souls in Purgatory   

5:00 PM             All  Forgotten Souls in Purgatory          
  

6:30 PM      Mass for the People (Missa Pro Populi) 

_____________________________________________ 

Readings for the Week 

Monday Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales, 
Bishop and Doctor 2 Sm 5: 1-7, 10/ Ps 89: 20, 21-22, 
25-26/ Mk 3: 22-30  
 
Tuesday Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, Apos-
tle Acts 22: 3-16 or Acts 9: 1-22/ Ps 117: 1bc, 2/ Mk 16: 
15-18 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Saints Timothy and Titus, 
Bishops 2 Tm 1: 1-8 or Ti 1: 1-5/ Ps 96: 1-2a, 2b-3, 7-
8a, 10/ Mk 4: 1-20  
 
Thursday 2 Sm 7: 18-19, 24-29/ Ps 132: 1-2, 3-5, 11, 
12, 13-14/ Mk 4: 21-25  
 
Friday Memorial of Saint Thomas Aquinas, 
Priest and Doctor 2 Sm 11: 1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/ Ps 51: 3
-4, 5-6a, 6bcd-7, 10-11/ Mk 4: 26-34  
 
Saturday 2 Sm 12: 1-7a, 10-17/ Ps 51: 12-13, 14-15, 16-
17/ Mk 4: 35-41  
 
Sunday Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Jer 1: 4-5, 
17-19/ Ps 71: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17/ 1 Cor 12: 31 13: 13/ 
Lk 4: 21- 30  
 

Golden Wedding Anniversary! 
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Parish Updates/*Actualizaciones Parroquiales  

 

01-12-2022- There was an English speaking meeting for the Bishop’s Ministry Appeal training to which Kevin 
Rine attended; a Spanish speaking training was held on 01-13-2022 to which Juan Charre and Msgr. Gus at-
tended.  

01-12-2022- Hubo una reunión de habla inglés para la capacitación de la Campaña del Ministerio del Obispo a la 
que asistió Kevin Rine; se realizó una capacitación de habla español el 01-13-2022 a la cual Juan Charre y Msgr. 
Gus asistieron.  

 

01-16-2022-Willie and Letty Demesa – Congratulations to Willie and Letty Demesa who celebrated their 50th 
Golden Wedding Anniversary!!! 

01-16-2022-Willie y Letty Demesa – Felicitaciones a Willie y Letty Demesa que celebraron sus 50 Aniversarios de 
Bodas de Oro!!!  

 

01-18-2022-Hermie and Remy Aguada- Congratulations to Hermie and Remy who received a blessing from 
Msgr. Gus in celebration of their 59th Wedding Anniversary!!! 

01-18-2022-Hermie y Remy Aguada- Felicitaciones a Hermie y Remy que recibieron una bendición de Mons. Gus en 
celebración de su 59 Aniversario de Bodas!!!  

 

Please pray for our two couples as they have been a blessed witness to the Sacrament of Marriage for a cumu-
lative 109 years!!! 

Por favor, oren por nuestras dos parejas, ya que han sido un bendito testigo del Sacramento del Matrimonio durante 
un acumulado de 109 años!!! 

 

01-19-2022- A meeting for Network for Diocesan Administrator’s Meeting  was held by Zoom and attended by 
our own Jose Amezcua.   

01-19-2022- Se realizó por Zoom una reunión para la Reunión de Administradores Diocesanos de la Red y a la que 

asistió nuestro propio José Amezcua.  

 

 

Offertory: Make your offertory: Mail check to St. Michael, 5882 N. Ashley Ln, Stockton, CA 95215 or Online at: 
https:// www.osvhub.com/ stmichaelparish/ funds. Thank you to all our parishioners who join us in person or live in Fa-
cebook in our Sunday Mass. Your presence is a true blessing. A special thank you to all, who continue to give your week-
ly offertory during this hard time. 

Ofertorio: Envíe su cheque a St. Michael, 5882 N. Ashley Ln, Stockton, CA. 95215 o en línea a: https:// www.osvhub.com/
stmichaelparish/ funds. Gracias a todas las personas que nos acompañan en persona o virtual- mente en Facebook a nuestras 
Misas del domingo. Su presencia es una verdadera bendición. Un agradecimiento especial a todos los que continúan dando su 
ofrenda semanal durante estos difíciles momentos. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT / RECEPTIONIST (Part-Time) St. Patrick in Angels Camp is seeking a highly motivated, 
coachable, and reliable part-time Administrative Assistant/Receptionist. This is a 25 hour per week position. Incumbent will 
complete general secretarial duties and give general assistance to the Pastor. Receives phone calls, schedules appointments, word
-processes documents, letters and memos. (Efficient in Microsoft Word, Power Point, & Excel), Manages hall rental and main-
tains parish calendar. Assists in parish record keeping in all matters needed. Maintains parish envelopes and database system, 
making changes, additions and deletions as needed. Must have good interpersonal written and communication skills. If you are 
interested, please email your resume and cover letter to stpatricks.acamp@gmail.com  
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Gospel Reflection:      

Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 
In the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus 
reads aloud from the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah and announces that 
this Scripture is now fulfilled. 

Today's Gospel reading combines 
two separate passages taken from the 
Gospel of Luke. First we hear the 
opening verses where Luke estab-
lishes the purpose of his Gospel. His 
style is typical of polished Greek and 
Roman literature. In this passage, we 
learn that Luke may have written to a 
specific person, Theophilus; but the 
word Theophilus may also be a gen-
eral reference, functioning as the 
phrase “Dear Reader” might in con-
temporary writing. In Greek, the 
word Theophilus translates as “lover 
of God.” 

Today's Gospel reading then skips 
several chapters in which one would 
find the Infancy Narratives, Jesus' 
baptism by John, the temptations Je-
sus faced in the desert, and the be-
ginning of Jesus' public ministry. In 
chapter four of Luke's Gospel, we 
hear that Jesus is in his hometown of 
Nazareth, attending the synagogue 
on the Sabbath, which is said to be 
his custom. In this account, we find 
another important clue that Jesus 
lived as a faithful, observant Jew. 
We will continue to read from Luke's 
Gospel in sequence for the next two 
Sundays. 

As Jesus stands in the synagogue, he 
reads from the scroll handed to him; 
it contains the words of the prophet 
Isaiah. At this early moment in his 
ministry, Jesus announces his mis-

sion in continuity with Israel's pro-
phetic tradition. This reading from 
Isaiah defines Jesus' ministry. We 
will find more evidence of this as we 
continue to read from Luke's Gospel 
throughout the year. Jesus' ministry 
will include bringing glad tidings to 
the poor, liberty to captives, healing 
to the sick, freedom to the oppressed, 
and proclaiming a year acceptable to 
the Lord. 

Through this text from Isaiah, Jesus 
announces God's salvation. The 
“year acceptable to the Lord” is a 
reference to the Jewish tradition of 
Sabbath years and jubilee. The Sab-
bath year was observed every sev-
enth year. It was a year of rest when 
land was left fallow and food stores 
were to be shared equally with all. A 
year of Jubilee was celebrated every 
fiftieth year, the conclusion of seven 
cycles of Sabbath years. It was a year 
of renewal in which debts were for-
given and slaves were freed. 

This tradition of Jubilee is the frame-
work for God's promise of salvation. 
And yet in Jesus, something new be-
gins. Jesus not only announces God's 
salvation, he brings this salvation 
about in his person. Jesus is Yah-
weh's Anointed One, filled with the 
Spirit of God. The Kingdom of God 
is now at hand. It is made present in 
Jesus, in his life, death, and Resur-
rection. Jesus will send the Holy 
Spirit so that the Kingdom of God 
can be fulfilled. 

The Holy Spirit is Jesus' gift to the 
Church. The Holy Spirit enables the 
Church to continue the mission of 
Jesus. When we do what Jesus did—
bring glad tidings to the poor, liberty 

to captives, healing to the sick, and 
freedom to the oppressed—we serve 
the Kingdom of God. 

Family Connection 

Jesus was the one sent by God to 
bring salvation to the world. Jesus 
announced that mission using the 
framework we hear in today's Gospel 
from the prophet Isaiah: glad tidings 
will be brought to the poor, liberty to 
captives, recovery of sight for the 
blind, and freedom for the oppressed. 
Jesus inaugurates the Kingdom of 
God in his person—through his life, 
death, and Resurrection. We are 
charged with the task of continuing 
the mission that Jesus began. Jesus 
set the framework for all of us when 
he announced his ministry in today's 
Gospel. Jesus also gave us the helper 
we would need to enable us to partic-
ipate in his mission. The Holy Spirit 
has been given to us so that we, the 
Church, might serve the Kingdom of 
God. 

Gather with your family and suggest 
that they try to picture the vision that 
Jesus describes using the words of 
the prophet Isaiah as you read today's 
Gospel, Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21.Think 
about your neighborhood, your com-
munity. What are the situations and 
who are the people who most need to 
see this vision fulfilled? What steps 
would be necessary to make the vi-
sion a reality for them? Make a fami-
ly commitment to pray for the King-
dom of God and to take a particular 
action that will address a need you 
see in your community. Ask the Ho-
ly Spirit to help you by praying the 
Prayer to the Holy Spirit. 

Almighty and Eternal God, You are the everlasting health of those who believe in You. Hear us for Your 
sick servants for whom we implore the aid of Your tender mercy, that being restored to bodily health, they 
may give thanks to You in Your Church. Through Christ our Lord. 

Dios Todopoderoso y Eterno, Tú eres la salud eterna de aquellos que creen en Ti. Escúchanos por Tus siervos en-
fermos por quienes imploramos la ayuda de Tu tierna misericordia, para que siendo restaurados a la salud corpo-

ral, puedan darte gracias en Tu Iglesia. Por Cristo nuestro Señor. 

Prayers for the Sick: Ma Lourdes Q. Fua, Ruth Huber, Sharon Lemos, Bob Foppiano, Skip Bowe, Valeti Fakava,  
Lourdes Parada, Bill Wakeland, Jesus Espinoza, Norma Padilla, Craig Crumpacker, Malia Tesimoni,               
Orvie Sulorin, Deni Castle, Don Barrows. 
   Please call the office to add or remove your loved ones name . 

http://www.osvhub.com/
http://www.osvhub.com/stmichaelparish/
http://www.osvhub.com/stmichaelparish/

