MOORMAN’S
WATER SYSTEMS

Well Drilling * Pumps
Sprinkler Systems
Lic. #468816
2120 Wilcox Rd.  931-32108

This ad space is available for your
business! The bulletin is published weekly
on our website at ww.stmichaelparish.net

If you would like to advertise in this bulletin,
please call: Jackie Gonzalez at (209) 931-0639

This ad space is
available for your
business!

OUR CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

St. John's Catholic

17871 S. Carrolton Rd

Escalon, CA 95320
209-838-7134

San Joaquin Catholic

719 Harding Way

Stockton, CA 95201
209-466-6202

This ad space is
available for your

The Only Consecrated Catholic Cemeteries in San Joaquin County. business!

Mass is offered at the cemeteries for those entrusted to our care.
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(209) 931-3570
FAX: (209) 931-1207
5463 Cherokee Road
K Stockton, California 95215/

Family of Companies LEGENDS

mudvillesales@sbcglobal.net ~FEPAREL

Ron Misasi/Parishioner (209) 644-842

Your theme, event, name(s), .
logo, etc. on ANYTHING! ———
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ns & Designs

JUST ABOUT EVERYTHING YOU NEED
GROCERIES * IMPORTED LIQUOR
ITALIAN DELI * ITALIAN GELATO

KEG BEER * PARTY SUPPLIES
HARDWARE * SPORTING GOODS
FAST GAS + BAIT & TACKLE * LOTTERY

Offers BRN-approved
Associate Degree RN
(prelicensure)
program and BYNPT-
approved Vocational

JURIS DOCTOR-PRESIDENT

PH (209) 931-2850 ) _—¢ Next to Stockton Inn
FAX (209) 931-2871 e

T %1407 E. WATERLOO RD.
erniesgene}ralstore@h R STI@®CKTON, CAlIf. 95215

C

Nursing Program
BPPE-approved, ABHES-
accredited

SERVING CATHOLICS

OF THE STOCKTON DIOCESE 1340 North El Dorado

(209) 941-0968

www.xavier-college.com

18 S. Center St., Stockton . 435 W. Benjamin Holt Dr, Stockton
4603 N. Pershing Ave., Stockton - 206 E. Yosemite Ave., Manteca
200 S. School St., Lodi

FINANCIAL CENTER CREDIT UNION

ety 7aer A Biorrd!

209.948.6024 = www.fccuburt.org

—&
GENOVA BAKERY
Stockton, Cm Since 1918

-*Income tax preparation
*+23 Years of Experience
-*All states

-*Audit representation
-*Audit Protection Plus
-*Bookkeeping/Payroll
*Notary Public by appt.

Patricia Saldaiia
Enrolled Agent,
Parishioner of St. Michaels

Try r Delicatessen 1 Breaa Baked Fresh Daily
imported and Domestic Groceries | Provisions and Olive Oil
SPECIALTIES
Fresh Baked Bread | Deli Sandwiches | Deli Meats & Cheeses

Meat & Cheese Trays | falian Groceries

Unexcelled Quality & Service Since 1918 [k

16 W Elm Street

Lodi, CA 95240

209 224-5410
http://saldanacompany.com

742 N. Sierra Nevada St. | Stockton

TO BE CATHOLIC IS TO BE
PRO-LIFE: Andrew Hoffman
O HVAC, Water heater
and Appliances-

Ad Sponsored by: Tech#537787

Respect Life Parishioner
= Ministry of

St. Michael

PRAY TO END ABORTION 209-559-7443

A Professional Corporation

LOUIS G. LEMOS

Certified Public Accountant

1401 N. Hunter Street * P.O. Box 8540 ¢ Stockton, CA 95208-0540
Tel: 209/460-1040 * Fax: 209/460-1047
Email: lou@lemosCPA.com * Website: www.lemosCPA.com

Member of :
American Institute of CPA's and California Society of CPA's

DELGADO DENTAL

=

Implants

e’ Family Dentistry

O S oy |

ELGADO, D.D.S., FA.E.S.

8 W. Swain Rd.
Stockton, CA 95207
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sk % A o)

EL DORADO MARKET

s o5

Panaderia
Bakery

Carniceria
Meat Market

Full Line Mexican Food Products
Nuestra Especialidad Ricos Tamales 7240 s. £/ Dorado St
Solorio Family Stockton, CA 95206
Ou 209)465.7552

COMPUTERLINK

Tony Wilson

President

209.474.0530
sales@comInk.com
4343 Pacific Ave, #E2
Stockton, CA 95207
www.comlnk.com

Dr. JAMES L. RORE, D.D.S.

4255 Pacific Avenue #12
Stockton, California 95207
(209) 477-0222
Serving our greater Stockton area for 30 years!
New Patients Welcome

American Dental
Association

California Dental
Association

American Academy
of Implant Dentistry

St. Michael’s Catholic Church

5882¢N Ashley LneStockton®CA*95215

April 17th, 2022 462nd Edition

Mission Statement: St. Michael’s Parish is a Catholic faith community deeply rooted in the Holy Eucharist.
Through our faith and worship, we honor the Lord’s commandment to love Him and one another, to proclaim the
gospel and bring about fair and just world for all people.

Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday 8:30am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-4:00pm
Phone: 209.931-0639 or 209.931-6536
Fax: 209.931.3621
Website: www.stmichaelparish.net

Pastor
Msgr. Agustin Gialogo
In Residence
Msgr. Richard ]. Ryan, J.C.D

Business Manager
Jose Amezcua®209.931.0639¢

businessmgr(@stmichaelparish.net

Parish Secretary
Vesinia Guttenbeil ®209.931.0639¢

Schedule of Masses/Horario de Misas

office(@stmichaelparish.net Saturday...... ... 5:00pm
Director of Religious Education Sabado................ 6:30pm espatiol
Sr. Angelamaria De Leo, msc®209.931.2696 ¢ Sunday............... 7:30 am & 10:00 am
stmichaelcatmin@gmaﬂ. com Domingo..............oo 12:00 pm espafiol
Director of Adult Faith Formation Weekdays................. 8:00am
Roz Rine®209.931.0639 ®office@stmichaclparishonet gy AT 500 am
Director of RCIA Espafiol................o 6:00 pm
Elena Molina®209.931.5 390’elena1molina@gmail.com First Friday
M}M Holy Hour..................ooo 8:30 am-5:00pm
Jan Yturri®209.490.4278 ¢ VIS . o e ettt e 5:00 pm
pattystmike@outlook.com Sacraments
Communications Coordinator Confession/Saturday 3:45pm-4:45pm
Jackie Gonzalez#209.931.0639 Bapt%srn ........................ ls‘i& 3rod Sat. 11:00 am EngliNSh
bulletin @s tmichaelparish.net Bautl.zo .......................... 2° & 4° Sab. 11:00 am Esparllol
Marriage............ooci 6 months advance notice

Pre-Baptism Classes
Jose Amezcua®209.670.5531

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Exposicion del Santisimo: Due to the pandemic we are no longer exposing the Blessed
Sacrament till further notice. / Debido a la pandemia el Santisimo no estara expuesto hasta nuevo aviso.

Veneration of the Relic of St. Faustina/Veneracion a la Reliquia de Sor. Faustina: The 3rd Thursday of each
month at 3:00pm/ Cada 3er Jueves de cada mes a las 3:00 pm.
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_ “ PANT:" 10 minutes Dad, and God said, = ¥, Juanita D. Cruz Rﬁﬁﬁiiﬂ;
5 St. Michael's AFF you resurrect this minute fe 208

oung man! ) .. . ..
youns Our parish bulletin is available for viewing

at www.stmichaelparish.net/bulletins

9:30-8:30pm
5882 N. Ashley Ln. Our Gifts to the Lord

Stockton, CA 95215 April 2022

Friday, April 29th

$25 Fee Will provide P
paintsupplies; N/ 3—] s = Budgeted Off: $  25,000.00
“ ditrks and < gete ertory ,000.
Wlenr oo (o} ) Weekly Collcion. 5 13,041.3
)y Please contact parish office = = Ont to ate ? '
f«:;;;;:;;ﬁ:g;sz ,3{!86'19 Difference (month) $ 2,178.81
=7
Selected picture displayed Thanks for your generous offerings!

Please continue to use your church envelopes.

[ waited all year for this day to witness the tradition of the Church to begin the Holy Week. The S E M AN A S AN TA

blessing of the palm indicating the solemn and triumphant entrance of Jesus to the city of Jerusalem.

The parish of St. Michael, both the English and the Hispanic community have prepared to relive the

. o e . . : APRILIS NATIONAL April is designated St.Michael's *website
joyful spirit of Jesus in His triumph over the power of darkness and the coming of His suffering. The CHILD ABUSE asPNational ghild Facebook stmi:hae:’a:ish_m EL GALLO

church was beautifully decorated with red carpet and the altar looked very gorgeous with red altar

COMMISSARY

PREVENTION MRNTH Abuse Prevention
~ ( USDA Inspected Meats, Wholesale Paper Products, Food Items

Month. Throughout

Jaty

the year, but especial- i L 1

ly in the month of E L]
SCAN ME -

April, all are asked to

linens with royalty accent. The blessing of palms in English was well participated by our people
with many children, attending catechism classes waiving their palms when Msg. Gus was blessing it.

1301 5. SACRAMENTO ST.
..LODI CA 95240
(209) 334-2573

The Hispanic community portrayed the solemn entrance of Jesus in Jerusalem with the Roman Sol-

diers and Jesus was riding on the donkey. It was very spectacular event in the parish and hundreds ,
S O . . increase awareness, to educate ourselves and our
of the parishioners participated. What happened in Jerusalem more than two thousand years ago, it

community, and to seek healing for those who

is now happening in our parish, making his entrance very much alive. What a blessing to be able to have been impacted by abuse. Did you know Conrado y Alberto Marquez
relive this in our church today. 4 N Hope is rising. Throughout scripture there is E
evidence that we are called to be ambassadors of ElFaE relllogiiisisly maeiosiols

@StocktonDiocese

f &)

hope and healing. Children of abuse, victims of

crimes, their families and loved ones need to

know that their voices are heard. Each of us has a

unique ability to support individuals who are
hurting, to promote healthy relationships and to
build communities that are safe from those who

Liturgical Training Entrenamiento Littrgico

For activ? and jgew Lectors and . Para Lectores y Ministros Extraordinarios
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion de la Sagrada Comunién activos y nuevos

may want to do harm. How has God called you
to be an ambassador of hope and healing?

Dincese of Stockton

212 N. San Joaquin St.

. . . Stockton, CA 95202 Training Dates: Horario y Fecha de los Entrenamientos:
Abril esta designado como el Mes Nacion- _ Espariol:
.z . Phone: 209-466-0636 Spanish: 5 . .
al de Prevencion del Abuso Infantil. Du- PAX: 2059419722 saturday, April 23, 2022 Sabado, 23 de abril de 2022

Entrenamiento de Lectores - 9:00 am a 12:30 pm

TR -
Lectors’ Training - 9:00 am to 12:30 pm M e i6n - 1:30 pm @ 4:30 pm

Communion Ministers’ Training— 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm

rante todo el afio, pero especialmente en el mes

de abril, se les pide a todos que tengamos mas

i 1 ; English: Ingles:
conciencia, que nos 1nf0rmemos y eduquemos a Saturday, April 30, 2022 Sdbado, 30 de abril de 2022
. . i U;Y,_Pé Entrenamiento de Lectores - 9:00 am a 12:30 pm
nuestra comunidad, y que busquemos la sanacion Lectors’ Training - 9:00 am to 12:30 pm et de MHFlotras de Coriidn - 1230 o o 4130 i
C i inisters’ Training— 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm

de aquellos que han sido afectados por el abuso. e T R o
Sabias que. . . La esperanza surge. A lo largo de Venue for all trainings: Iglesia de Santa Maria de la Asuncién

las E it h id ia d t. 1 St. Mary’s of the Assumption Church 203 W. Washington St., Stockton, CA 95202
as bscrituras hay evidencia de que estamos llama- 305 Wwh St,, Stockton, CA 95202
dos a ser embajadores de esperanza y sanacion. Costo:
Fee: Cada entrenamiento (Lector o Ministro de Comunidn) cuesta $20.

Los nifios de abuso, las victimas de delitos, sus Lunch will not be provided . Bring your sack lunch!

Each training (Lector or Communion Minister) costs $20.

familias y seres queridos necesitan saber que sus Lunch will not be provided . Bring your sack lunch!

voces son escuchadas. Cada uno de nosotros tiene
Favor de preinscribirse usando la forma adjunta o a través de nuestra

pagina de red al www.stocktondiocese.org/entrenamiento-liturgico.

una capacidad tnica para apoyar a las personas
Please pre-register using the attached form or online at

, . .
que estan Sufrlendo, para promover relaciones www.stocktondiocese.org/liturgical-training. Preinscribase antes del lunes, 4 de Abril de 2022.

Saludables y para construir Comunldades que Pre-registrations are due on Monday, April 4, 2022.

estén a salvo de los que quieren hacerles dafio.

Para mas informacién comuniquese con: Isela Quezada o Cynthia Chavez

¢Como te ha llamado Dios a ser un embajador de For more information, contact: Isela Quezada or Cynthia Chavez Oficina de I Escuela de Ministerio- (209)466-0636
School of Ministry Office - (209) 466-0636 som@stocktondiocese-org.

.
la esperanza y la sanacion? som@stocktondiocese-org
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Parish Updates/*Actualizaciones Parroquiales

04-15-2022-Bishop’s Ministry Appeal-We want to

thank the 128 Donors (up from 124) who have donated
to the Bishop’s Ministry Appeal!! In addition, we have
increased our total of $48,225.00 to $48,450.00 in One

Second Collection/ Segunda Colecta

There will be a second collection for Catholic Home
Missions Appeals -April 23 & 24th

Habra una segunda colecta para las Apelaciones de las
Misiones Catolicas en el Hogar -23 y 24 de abril

Easter Sunday/ Domingo de Pascua I

In the second reading today, St. Paul reminds the Colossians that they have been raised with Christ, exhorting them
to "think about the things above rather than things of earth." We, too, have been raised with Christ. Let us rejoice

and be glad! En la segunda lectura de hoy, San Pablo les recuerda a los Colosenses que ellos han sido resucitados
con Cristo, exhortandolos a que "se preocupen por las cosas de arriba, no por las de la tierra". Nosotros también,

Time Gifts and Pledge payments. We continue to pray
that EVERYONE joins together, as we are so very
close to meeting our Diocesan goal of $55,326.00 and  Respect Life Ministry:
more importantly, our parish goal of $80,000!!! Just a
reminder that whatever monies go over and above our
Diocesan goal, we will use for the sorely needed re-
modeling of the classrooms connected to the Church.

“Any policy that violates the natural right to life that
belongs to an innocent person is unjust and therefore is
incapable of having the force of law.” The Gospel of
Life, 90. The Church does not say that laws allowing
04-15-2022-Llamamiento del Ministerio del Obispo-  abortion are just ‘bad laws. 'Rather, they are acts of vio-
iQueremos agradecer a los 128 Donantes (en compara-  Jence, and must be resisted rather than obeyed. To be
cion con 124) que han donado al Llamamiento del Mi-  valid and binding, a law must never contradict the law
nisterio del Obispo!! Ademas, hemos aumentado nues- of God.”

tro total de $48,225.00 a $48,450.00 en pagos unicos  Prayer: Father, as we live amidst unjust laws, give us
de Regalos y Promesas. Continuamos orando para que the grace to recognize them as invalid to say so to oth-

TODOS se unan, ya que estamos muy cerca de cumplir o1 and to work to change them. Pro-Life Reflections
con nuestra meta diocesana de $ 55,326.00 y, lo que es for Every Day, by Fr. Frank Pavone

mas importante, nuestra meta parroquial de $
80,000!!! Solo un recordatorio de que cualquier dinero
que vaya mas alla de nuestro objetivo diocesano, lo usa- Ministerio Respeto a La Vida:
remos para la remodelacion tan necesaria de las aulas
conectadas a la Iglesia.

"Cualquier politica que viole el derecho natural a la vida
que pertenece a una persona inocente es injusta y, por lo
tanto, es incapaz de tener fuerza de ley". E/ Evangelio
04-08-2022- Thank-you to the following parishioners  de la Vida, 90. La Iglesia no dice que las leyes que per-
who have generously donated to the Rose Liel Project: miten el aborto sean solo "malas leyes". "Mas bien, son
actos de violencia, y deben ser resistidos en lugar de
obedecidos. Para ser valida y vinculante, una ley nunca
debe contradecir la ley de Dios".

Oracion: Padre, mientras vivimos en medio de leyes in-
justas, danos la gracia de reconocerlas como invéalidas
para decirlo a los demas, y de trabajar para cambiarlas.
Reflexiones pro-vida para cada dia, por el p. Frank Pa-
vone

04-08-2022- Gracias a los siguientes feligreses que han
donado generosamente al Proyecto Rose Liel:

$1-$499 Donors $500-$999 Donors $1000-$4999 Donors
Ivory F Danza

g / -
m\‘{f Colecta de Biberones
=7

# 5 Baby Bottle Drive A

El 30 de abril/1 de mayo, el Ministerio Respeto a la Vida
entregara biberones para recaudar fondos para Directions
Medical Clinic, nuestra alternativa local al aborto. Su apoyo
ayuda a proporcionar informacién precisa y asistencia
compasiva a las mujeres que se encuentran en un embarazo
no planificado. Sus servicios gratuitos y confidenciales
incluyen: pruebas de embarazo, ecografias limitadas,
educacion sobre opciones de embarazo, clases para padres,
ropa para bebés, pafales y muebles, ademas de clases de

)
J

On April 30/May 1, the Respect Life Ministry will be handing
out baby bottles to raise funds for Directions Medical Clinic,
our local alternative to abortion. Your support helps provide
accurate information and compassionate assistance to
women who find themselves in an unplanned pregnancy.
Their free and confidential services include: pregnancy
testing, limited ultrasounds, pregnancy options education,
parenting classes,baby clothes, diapers and furniture plus

post abortion healing classes.
) 4

" curacién posaborto. y
ey ey
C/ 4 (// )
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Mass Intentions for the Week Year C:

8:00AM  Maria de Jesus Pichardo 89th Birthday

Yolanda & Ivan Hamlow

Clarence Marvin Hughes +
Marie Johnston +

hemos sido resucitados con Cristo. |Regocijemonos y alegrémonos!

Wong Family Intentions

Saturday April 16th 5:00PM Elsie Sanguinetti 1
8:00 PM Jose Galvez ¥ Guenther Reitnauer f
Wong Family Intentions ICJIi i‘_lg Cl;‘um[;acker i
Andrew Magnasco 1lian bava
Bob Foppial%o + f Fermin & Transito Razo ¥
Craig Crumpacker ¥ Maria Cortes ¥
Elsie Sanguinetti 1 Felipe Cortes
Jaime Kerr (Birthday Intention)
Sunday April 17th Readings for the Week
7:30AM Loretta Wiebe ¥
All Souls in Purgatory
Lillian Mazzanti ¥ Monday Acts 2: 14, 22-33; Ps 16: 1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-
Guenther Reitnauer 10. 11: Mt 28: 8-15
ﬁerf:;ssgvrgr‘;“fe?‘ Tuesday Acts 2: 36-41; Ps 33: 4-5, 18-19, 20 & 22;
Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9;
10:00AM Lillian Bava f Lk 24:13-35
Elsie Sanguinetti Thursday Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab & 5, 6-7, 8-9; Lk
Manuel Trovao 1 24:35-48
Maria Parente } N ) ) ) .
Nieva Malacad ¥ quggz',j\rc]tgﬁ.J_Hf, Ps 118:1-2 & 4,22-24,25-27a; Ps
12:00PM Diego Perez Huerta f Saturday Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1 & 14-15ab, 16-18,
Monday April 18th 19-21; Mk 16:9-15
8:00AM Tom Bielejeski Sunday Second Sunday of Easter
Maria Bernardo ¥ Acts 5:12-16; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; Rev 1:9-11a4,
Bob Foppiano 12-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31
Unborn Babies
Tuesday April 19th
8:00AM Cleaveland School Victims
Elsie Sanguinetti ¥
All Souls in Purgatory : Almighty and Eternal God, You are the everlasting health
Wednesday April 20th  of those who believe in You. Hear us for Your sick serv-

1 ants for whom we implore the aid of Your tender mercy,

1 that being restored to bodily health, they may give thanks
1 to You in Your Church. Through Christ our Lord. Dios

Thursday April 21st . . " Todopoderoso y Eterno, Tu eres la salud eterna de aquellos
8:00AM ?:CILS(L)Eeiltla?;annecchlnl f E que cllzeen en Ti 3/ Escuchanos por Tus siervos enfermoqs por
Dennis (I;reen + ' quiengs imploramos la ayuda de Tu tierna misericordia, para
All Priest & Nuns | que s.lendo restaum'dos ala sqlud corporal, ;zuedan darte
| gracias en Tu Iglesia. Por Cristo nuestro Sefior.
Friday April 22nd : Prayers for the Sick: Ma Lourdes Q. Fua, Ruth Huber
. . . . 1 2 2
8:00AM ‘g’::tghﬁiﬁaﬁﬁ?mo Piccoli ''Sharon Lemos, Skip Bowe, Valeti Fakava, Lourdes
All Souls in Purgatory ! Parada, Bill Wakeland, Jesus Espinoza, Norma Padilla,
1 Malia Tesimoni, Deni Castle, Don Barrows, Michael
Saturday April 23rd 1 Cowan, Louise Barbagelata, Judy Aguila, Ted Kerr,
8:00 PM Yolanda & Ivan Hamlow i Natalie Tinoco, Sean Murphy, Gloria Biglieri,

1 Ron Misasi...Please call the office to add or remove your
| loved ones name. 209-931-0639
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Gospel Reflection: Matthew 20:1-16; In the parable of the workers in the vineyard, Jesus teaches about
God's generous mercy.

In today's Gospel, Jesus moves from Galilee to teach in Judea where he is sought out by great crowds and tested by the Phar-
isees on issues such as marriage and divorce. Jesus also encounters a rich young man who is unable to accept Jesus' demand
that he leave his possessions to follow him. Jesus' response to the rich young man sounds very much like the conclusion we
will find in today's Gospel: the first will be last and the last will be first.

On the surface, the parable of the workers in the vineyard appears to be an offense to common sense. Those who work a
longer day ought to be paid more than those who work just an hour or two. When viewed in this way, the landowner seems
unfair. That is because we are reading into the parable our own preconceived notions of how fairness and equality should be
quantified.

A close read shows us that the landowner paid on the terms that were negotiated. The landowner, it seems, has acted com-
pletely justly. The parable goes beyond that, however, and we come to see that the landowner is not simply just, he is excep-
tionally just. He is radically just. He has given those who labored in the field for a full day their due pay. But he has also giv-
en a full-day's wage to those who worked only a single hour. No one is cheated, but a few receive abundantly from the land-
owner just as we receive from God more than what is merely justifiable or due. God, like the landowner, is radically just and
abundantly generous. The workers who complain are made to look foolish as they lament the fact that landowner has made
all workers equal. Indeed, what more could one ask for than to be treated as an equal at work or anywhere else?

The parable reminds us that although God owes us nothing, he offers abundantly and equally. We are occasionally tempted
to think that our own actions deserve more reward, more of God's abundant mercy, than the actions of others. But God's gen-
erosity cannot be quantified or partitioned into different amounts for different people. When we think that way, we are trying
to relate to God on our terms rather than to accept God's radically different ways.

Family Connection

The workers in this parable sound very much like squabbling children, comparing what they have each been given and mak-
ing complaints to the parent. Among children there is a tendency to equate love with gifts and material things. This tendency
can devolve into a spirit of entitlement, which runs counter to the spirit of gratitude. Any effort we make to overcome this
tendency, to keep love from being entwined with gifts and possessions, will enable our children to accept completely the love
that God gives freely and generously.

Observe together any tendency within your family to make comparisons. Are children sometimes heard saying that another
child received a greater portion of a favorite food at dinner or dessert? Does one person complain that a parent spends more
time with one child over another? Ask if such comparisons are helpful. Discuss together why such comparisons are made.
Then read together today's Gospel, Matthew 20:1-16. Consider these questions: Why do the workers grumble? Is the land-
owner's assessment accurate? Unfortunately, we are sometimes like these workers when we make the comparisons we dis-
cussed earlier. Conclude in prayer together remembering that love cannot and ought not to be measured. Sit quietly together
acknowledging God's great love for each person as individuals and for your family. Pray together today's psalm, Psalm 145,
or the Lord's Prayer.

—

»

What is Easter?

The word "Easter" comes from Old English, meaning simply the "East." The sun which rises in the East, bringing light,
warmth, and hope, is a symbol for the Christian of the rising Christ, who is the true Light of the world. The Paschal

Candle used during the Easter Vigil is a central symbol of this divine light, which is Christ. It is kept near the ambo through-
out Easter Time and lit for all liturgical celebrations. The Easter Vigil is the "Mother of All Vigils" and Easter Sunday is the
greatest of all Sundays. The season of Easter is the most important of all liturgical times, which Catholics celebrate as the
Lord's resurrection from the dead, culminating in his Ascension to the Father and sending of the Holy Spirit upon the Church.
The octave of Easter comprises the eight days which stretch from the first to the second Sunday. It is a way of prolonging the
joy of the initial day. There are 50 days of Easter from the first Sunday to Pentecost. It is characterized, above all, by the joy
of glorified life and the victory over death expressed most fully in the great resounding cry of the Christian: Alleluia! All faith
flows from faith in the resurrection: "If Christ has not been raised, then empty is our preaching; empty, too, is your

faith." (1 Cor 15:14)

"What you sow is not brought to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel of wheat,
perhaps, or of some other kind;...So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown corruptible; it is raised incorruptible. It is
sown dishonorable; it is raised glorious. It is sown weak; it is raised powerful. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual
body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual one. So, too, it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living be-
ing," the last Adam a life-giving spirit. But the spiritual was not first; rather the natural and then the spiritual. The first man
was from the earth, earthly; the second man, from heaven. As was the earthly one, so also are the earthly, and as is the
heavenly one, so also are the heavenly. Just as we have borne the image of the earthly one, we shall also bear the image of
the heavenly one." (1 Cor 15:36-37, 42-49)

Reflexion del Evangelio: Mateo 20:1-16; En la parabola de los obreros de la viiia, Jesis enseiia acerca de
la misericordia generosa de Dios.

En el Evangelio de hoy, Jesus se mueve de Galilea para ensefar en Judea, donde es buscado por grandes multitudes y proba-
do por los fariseos en temas como el matrimonio y el divorcio. Jests también se encuentra con un joven rico que es incapaz
de aceptar la demanda de Jesus de que deje sus posesiones para seguirlo. La respuesta de Jesus al joven rico suena muy pare-
cida a la conclusion que encontraremos en el Evangelio de hoy: el primero sera el tltimo y el ultimo sera el primero.

En la superficie, la parabola de los trabajadores en el vifiedo parece ser una ofensa al sentido comun. Aquellos que trabajan
un dia mas largo deberian recibir mas dinero que aquellos que trabajan solo una o dos horas. Cuando se ve de esta manera, el
terrateniente parece injusto. Esto se debe a que estamos leyendo en la parabola nuestras propias nociones preconcebidas de
como se deben cuantificar la justicia y la igualdad.

Una lectura atenta nos muestra que el terrateniente pagé en los términos que se negociaron. El terrateniente, al parecer, ha
actuado con total justicia. Sin embargo, la parabola va mas alla de eso, y llegamos a ver que el terrateniente no es simple-
mente justo, es excepcionalmente justo. Es radicalmente justo. El ha dado a aquellos que trabajaron en el campo durante un
dia completo su debido pago. Pero también ha dado un salario de dia completo a aquellos que trabajaron solo una hora. Na-
die es engafado, pero unos pocos reciben abundantemente del terrateniente, asi como nosotros recibimos de Dios mas de lo
que es meramente justificable o debido. Dios, como el terrateniente, es radicalmente justo y abundantemente generoso. Los
trabajadores que se quejan son hechos parecer tontos mientras lamentan el hecho de que el terrateniente ha hecho a todos los
trabajadores iguales. De hecho, ;qué mas se puede pedir que ser tratado como un igual en el trabajo o en cualquier otro lu-
gar?

La parabola nos recuerda que, aunque Dios no nos debe nada, €l ofrece abundante e igualmente. Ocasionalmente nos senti-
mos tentados a pensar que nuestras propias acciones merecen mas recompensa, mas de la abundante misericordia de Dios,
que las acciones de los demas. Pero la generosidad de Dios no puede ser cuantificada o dividida en diferentes cantidades pa-
ra diferentes personas. Cuando pensamos de esa manera, estamos tratando de relacionarnos con Dios en nuestros términos en
lugar de aceptar las formas radicalmente diferentes de Dios.

Conexion familiar

Los trabajadores en esta parabola suenan muy parecidos a los nifios peleandose, comparando lo que se le ha dado a cada uno
y haciendo quejas a los padres. Entre los nifios hay una tendencia a equiparar el amor con los regalos y las cosas materiales.
Esta tendencia puede convertirse en un espiritu de derecho, que va en contra del espiritu de gratitud. Cualquier esfuerzo que
hagamos para superar esta tendencia, para evitar que el amor se entrelaze con dones y posesiones, permitira a nuestros hijos
aceptar completamente el amor que Dios da libre y generosamente.

Observen juntos cualquier tendencia dentro de su familia a hacer comparaciones. ;A veces se escucha a los nifios decir que
otro nifio recibi6 una porcion mayor de una comida favorita en la cena o el postre? ;Una persona se queja de que un padre
pasa mas tiempo con un nifio que con otro? Pregunte si tales comparaciones son utiles. Discutan juntos por qué se hacen ta-
les comparaciones. Luego lean juntos el Evangelio de hoy, Mateo 20:1-16. Considere estas preguntas: ;Por qué se quejan los
trabajadores? ;Es precisa la evaluacion del propietario? Desafortunadamente, a veces somos como estos trabajadores cuando
hacemos las comparaciones que discutimos anteriormente.

Concluyan juntos en oracion recordando que el amor no puede ni debe ser medido. Siéntense juntos en silencio reconociendo
el gran amor de Dios por cada persona como individuos y por su familia. Oren juntos el salmo de hoy, el Salmo 145, o el
Padre Nuestro.

aQué es la Semana Santa?

La palabra "Pascua" proviene del inglés antiguo, que significa simplemente el "Este". El sol que sale en Oriente, trayendo
luz, calor y esperanza, es un simbolo para el cristiano del Cristo resucitado, que es la verdadera Luz del mundo. El cirio
pascual utilizado durante la Vigilia Pascual es un simbolo central de esta luz divina, que es Cristo. Se mantiene cerca del
ambon durante todo el tiempo de Pascua y se enciende para todas las celebraciones litirgicas. La Vigilia Pascual es la
"Madre de todas las Vigilias" y el Domingo de Pascua es el mas grande de todos los domingos. El tiempo de Pascua es el
mas importante de todos los tiempos litirgicos, que los catolicos celebran como la resurreccion del Sefior de entre los muer-
tos, que culmina en su Ascension al Padre y el envio del Espiritu Santo sobre la Iglesia. La octava de Pascua comprende
los ocho dias que se extienden desde el primer hasta el segundo domingo. Es una forma de prolongar la alegria del dia ini-
cial. Hay 50 dias de Pascua desde el primer domingo hasta Pentecostés. Se caracteriza, sobre todo, por la alegria de la
vida glorificada y la victoria sobre la muerte expresada mas plenamente en el gran grito rotundo del cristiano: jAleluya! Toda
fe fluye de la fe en la resurreccion: "Si Cristo no ha resucitado, entonces vacia esta nuestra predicacion; vacia, también,
estéa tu fe". (1 Corintios 15:14)

"Lo que siembras no cobra vida a menos que muera. Y lo que siembras no es el cuerpo que ha de ser, sino un grano des-
nudo de trigo, tal vez, o de algun otro tipo; Asi también lo es la resurreccion de los muertos. Se siembra corruptible; se cria
incorruptible. Se siembra deshonrosamente; se levanta gloriosamente. Se siembra débil; se levanta poderoso. Se siembra
un cuerpo natural; se levanta un cuerpo espiritual. Si hay un cuerpo natural, también hay uno espiritual. Asi también esta
escrito: "El primer hombre, Adan, se convirtié en un ser vivo", el tltimo Adan un espiritu vivificante. Pero lo espiritual no fue
lo primero; mas bien lo natural y luego lo espiritual. El primer hombre era de la tierra, terrenal; el segundo hombre, del cielo.
Asi como lo fue el terrenal, asi también lo es el terrenal, y asi como lo es el celestial, asi también lo son los celestiales. Asi
como hemos llevado la imagen del terrenal, también llevaremos la imagen del celestial". (1 Corintios 15:36-37, 42-49)
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