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•  FIRST  SUNDAY  OF  LENT •  

Putting God to the Test 

I 
always thought of the temptations in the desert as part of Jesus’ growth in 

“wisdom, age, and grace” (Luke 2:52). They show how Jesus was tempted to be 

a Messiah in a way that matched human expectations—those of Jews waiting  

for a messiah—instead of doing what his Father wanted. So he could have provided 

for all our needs (turn stones into bread,) brought peace to the world as a great leader 

(worship the devil,) or been a superhero (jump off the temple without harm). But I 

also wonder if these temptations are what we expect of God. 

 Do we expect God to provide for our needs by turning stones into “bread” (i.e., 

money)? When we ask God to help us by doing everything for us, we are tempting 

the Lord. God does help us with our troubles, but usually by giving us the strength to 

get through them with our God-given abilities. This might mean finding a better job 

that uses more of our talents. It might be forgiving us, if we are the cause of our own 

troubles, and giving us the courage to start over. It might be a friend who helps us 

find the right doctor for a medical problem. 

 Or do we expect God to bring peace to the world by instantly removing all nuclear 

weapons or capturing all terrorists? When we pray for peace, we could pray that God 

show us what we can do to bring about that peace. We could follow Jesus’ command 

to love those around us, so that peace spreads from our actions. We could be generous 

in giving to the poor, especially where poverty is the cause of war. 

 Maybe we expect God to be a superhero for us, curing diseases, stopping hurri-

canes or earthquakes, and strengthening our faith with spectacular miracles. Jesus 

would tell us the same thing he told the devil: “Don’t put the Lord your God to  

the test” (see Luke 4:12). Instead, as we take time to pray over the scriptures, read 

spiritual books, and share our faith with others, we will find our faith growing and 

know that the Lord has been with us all along the way. 

By Tom Schmidt 
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
Monday: CLOSED 

Tuesday to Friday: 9:00AM - 1:00PM 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday: 8:30AM and 4:30PM  

Sunday: 9:00AM, 11:00AM and 7:00PM 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
Monday - Thursday: 7:00PM   

Friday: 9:30AM and 7:00PM 
 

CONFESSION 
30 minutes before every weekday & weekend Mass 
 

BAPTISM , MARRIAGE, FUNERAL , 
FIRST COMMUNION , CONFIRMATION  AND  
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Contact the Parish Office for details  
 

CONVENT & DAY CARE CENTRE 
Daughters of St. Mary of Leuca 
Superior: Mother Aurelia   (905) 436-2308 
 

CHERUBS CUPBOARD (Religious Store)  

905-432-2882 
 

SCHOOLS 

Monsignor Leo Cleary  (905) 433-0331    

St. Mother Teresa   (905) 433-5512            

Good Shepherd                (905) 404-9868 

Holy Trinity        (905) 404-9349 

--------------------------------------------------- 

Knights of Columbus       (905) 434-9925 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul     (289) 927-0093 

Alcohol and Drug Addiction (905) 728-1020 

3800 COURTICE ROAD NORTH, COURTICE, ONT. L1E 2L5 

march 9th 2025 • first sunday of lent 

mailto:office@sttheresescourtice.ca
http://www.sttheresescourtice.ca
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Baptism  
Preparation Class 
Please note that the next preparation for  

baptism will be held in the Parish hall on:  

    Saturday March 29th, 2025 at 11:00am 

2025  Parish Donation Envelopes  

Parish donation envelopes for the 2025 year are still available  

for pick up at the back of the church. Envelopes are  

organized alphabetically by last name. If you are unable to find 

your name, please call the office. 

† Stations of the Cross † 
e v e r y  f r i d a y  d u r i n g  l e n t  a t  6 : 3 0 p m   

• March 7th - RCIA 

• March 14th - Sisters 

• March 21st - Sunday Choir (11am) 

• March 28th - Bible Study 

•  April 4th - Youth Group 

•  April 11th - Lectors 

• April 18th Good Friday -  

   Knights of Columbus 

Journey through Lent 
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) is 

pleased to announce that the  Journey through Journey through 
Lent video seriesLent video series, which includes reflections on 

the readings for Ash Wednesday and each Sunday in  
Lent including Palm Sunday, is now available. It is a 
joint project between three CCCB offices (the Office 
national de liturgie, the National Liturgy Office, and 
the Office for Evangelization and Catechesis). 

This year’s spiritual reflections are delivered by the 
Most Reverend Gary Franken, Bishop of St. Paul  
(in English), and the Most Reverend Michel Proulx, 
O.Praem., Bishop of Bathurst (in French). 

The videos are available on the CCCB Website: 
In English: www.cccb.ca/lent  
In French: www.cecc.ca/careme 

TAX RECEIPTS for 2024 from the Society of St. Vincent de Paul  

are now complete. Receipts for donations totalling  

$100 AND GREATER have been  MAILED out Monday  

FEBRUARY 24th to the address on file. For amounts between  

$20 and $99, please contact the following email address to 

request an emailed receipt: 

ssvpsttheresecourtice@gmail.com  

 Please use this updated email address   

(Previous bulletin has incorrect address) 

(NOTE: only donations totalling $20 and higher are eligible 

for a Tax Receipt). Please remember to provide all of your 

contact information when requesting an emailed receipt - 

Full Name & Address, as well as your envelope # (if available).  

THANK YOU for your very generous & continued  

support of the Society of St.Vincent de Paul!! 

Society of  
Saint Vincent de Paul 

LA VERNA COME & SEE! 
Curious about Franciscan Spirituality and living as a Lay 
Franciscan? Join us on Saturday, March 15, 2025 from 1pm 
to 3pm to learn more about the Secular (Lay) Franciscan 
Order and to meet those who are currently in our For-
mation Program and others who are Professed members.  
La Verna Ministries - 820 Frank Street - Peterborough ON 

K9J 4N4  Please call 705.243.9131 to RSVP 

mailto:ssvpsttheresecourtice@gmail.com
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C 
onvalidation ceremonies are specifically for  

married couples whose unions are not recognized 

by the Catholic Church and wish to have their 

marriage validated. This means that at least one partner  

must be Catholic and their marriage must meet the Church’s 

requirements for convalidation. 

There are various reasons and circumstances that might lead 

Catholics to marry outside the Church. Regardless of these 

reasons and past circumstances, the Catholic Church invites 

couples to bring new meaning to their lives by embracing the 

vocation of marriage and serving as ambassadors of God’s 

love through the celebration of convalidation of marriage. 

Convalidation comes from a Latin word meaning “to firm 

up” or “to strengthen.” It is not a blessing of an existing  

union or a renewal of promises – it requires a new act of  

consent by each spouse and it is a celebration of the Sacra-

ment of Marriage, sanctifying the union within the Church. 

The Church is committed to supporting couples who wish to 

enter into a valid Catholic marriage, offering them pastoral 

and spiritual support as needed. Convalidation of marriage 

may be celebrated within Mass or outside of Mass, depending 

on each couple’s particular situation. 

When couples seek to validate their marriage in the Church 

after having attempted marriage outside the Church, they are 

demonstrating that God is present and actively working in 

their lives. God wants to lead couples closer to Him and to 

each other, and sanctifying their union within the Church 

allows them to fully participate in its sacramental life. 

of    

CONVALIDATION 
 

“It is the presence of  the Lord, who reveals Himself  and the gift of  His grace,  

that will render your marriage full and profoundly true.” (POPE  FRANCIS)  

MARRIAGE  
  Bringing your Marriage into the Church  

 

Couples wishing to plan a convalidation ceremony are required to contact the  

Parish Office at 905-436-2126 to schedule an appointment with a Priest to begin the process. 


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https://apps.apple.com/us/app/formed/id1212963367 https://play.google.com/store/apps/

details?

id=com.ai.formed.formed&hl=en_US&gl=U

S&pli=1 

Download the 

FORMED App Today! 

Diocese of Peterborough subscribed to a great 

catholic streaming service called Formed.  

All the Faithful from our diocese have  

free access to this great faith formation  

resource.  It contains lots of different movies, 

talks, reflections, and conferences for  

individuals, family or parish groups. 

Access award-winning studies and parish  

programs, inspiring audio content, e-books, 

and family-friendly kids’ programming from 

over 100 content providers, all in one app.    

Download FORMED today.  

STEP 2: 
Enter:  

St Therese  
Parish Courtice 

Click: “Next” 

STEP 3: 
Enter your name 

& enter your email. 
Click: “Sign Up” 

That is it! 

STEP 1: 
Click:  

“Find Your Parish  
Subscription” 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/formed/id1212963367
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ai.formed.formed&hl=en_US&gl=US&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ai.formed.formed&hl=en_US&gl=US&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ai.formed.formed&hl=en_US&gl=US&pli=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ai.formed.formed&hl=en_US&gl=US&pli=1
https://formed.org/
https://formed.org/
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 arlier, we noted that when we come to church 

on Sunday (or any weekday Mass), we are en-

tering into worship which is taking place al-

ready in heaven, and which we will join for a time, then leave 

and return to our homes, while the celebration in heaven 

carries on. But we will have been touched in a unique way by 

our encounter with God, and having had this brush with 

holiness, we are returning to the world to change it just a 

little bit more into the Kingdom of God. And so the life of 

every baptized person is this very rhythm: back and forth 

from encountering God in worship, to being his presence in 

the world, and to bring that encounter back again in offer-

ing, thanksgiving and worship. It is the rhythm of Source 

and Summit (which we also explored in an earlier bulletin). 

When we cross the threshold of the church building, we are 

entering into a microcosm of the Kingdom of God, so that 

by spending a little time here, we will be sent forth into the 

world to transform it bit by bit, person by person, into the 

Kingdom of God as much as it can be realized on earth. 

You and I are to be agents of that transformation. This is 

our mission as Christians, a mission of every baptized per-

son, to change the world by the divine love of God shown 

forth in all that we say and do. And so when we come to 

church, we should desire to be changed. We should hold our 

lives up to God, and say, “Not my will, but yours, be done. 

Forgive us our trespasses so that we can be seen to be holy 

as you are holy. And give us our daily bread, your precious 

Body and Blood to transform us into the Body of Christ”. 

Consider how the Lord’s Prayer is such a perfect prayer to 

open yourself to being drawn into the holiness of God and 

say it and say it with every fibre of desire that you can  

summon up within your heart. ( © Padre Piccolo)  

• • •  

LITURGY  LESSONS  
Liturgy Notes -  Source and Summit - Part Two  

 
Source and Summit, part 1: Drawn from the cur-

rent “Catechism of the Catholic Church” (CCC 

1324), this is the best image to consider over and 

over again as we aim for a deeper grasp of what is 

going on as we come to Mass on the Lord’s Day 

(be that Saturday evening or Sunday morning). 

You come to the “Source and Summit of the 

Christian Life”. What do you bring? What do you 

take away? These are two key questions to con-

sider, as you approach the summit of Christian 

worship, and as you leave the Mass and return to 

everyday life. When you come, you bring your life 

with you, not parking it at the door of the 

Church, but bringing your experiences, your 

cares, your dreams, your sacrifices and your deep 

gratitude for every good gift: this is a small sam-

pling of your life that you bring to Mass when 

you pass through the doors of the Church. You 

bring it to God, to offer it, by offering yourself; 

you bring your cares to the One who cares more 

deeply for you than you do for yourself; you 

bring your dreams of happiness and love between 

all people, hoping for a Kingdom to appear on 

earth; you bring the labour you have done in a 

week of work and prayer and suffering and rejoic-

ing, and you lay down all these things before the 

Lord in sacrifice. Step back for a moment, and 
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PRAYER WITH MARY  
MOTHER OF JESUS THE PRINCE OF PEACE,  

FOR THE END OF THE WAR IN UKRAINE. 

• • •  
St. Therese would like our parish families to begin continual prayers for the end of the war in Ukraine.  

The statue of Mary will accompany one family for a period of one week.  

After one week another family will be able to pick up the statue at the end of Mass on Sunday.  

To schedule the pickup of the statue, please contact the parish office.  

Families who take the statue of Mary home are asked to say the following prayers  

and one decade of rosary for peace in Ukraine.   

• 
God of peace, God of mercy  

We pray for the people of Ukraine, 

We lament the violence that has come to their country. 

We ask for comfort for those who mourn, hope for those who despair and  

compassion for all who suffer. 

We plead for an end to violence and aggression in their land 

We pray for the people of Russia, 

We give thanks for those who protest for peace and pray for ongoing courage 

We ask for a change of heart in those who commit acts of aggression and  

war against their fellow citizens and neighbours 

We pray for Russians who will suffer because of sanctions and war 

We pray for leaders around the world 

We pray that world leaders might work for an end to war and for establishing of peace 

We seek wisdom for those who are making life and death decisions  

about how to respond to violence and threats of violence 

We ask for courage for those who campaign for peace. 

We pray for aid workers and journalists 

We give thanks for the willingness of aid workers to work in situations  

of war and unrest in order to meet the needs of others 

We ask for safety, wisdom and compassion for all working to alleviate suffering  

and heal the wounded 

We pray for journalist and media organisations reporting the situation in  

Ukraine and Russia, may they report truthfully and compassionately. 

We pray for peace 

We lament violence around the world  

We plead for the ceasing of violence and the establishment of peace 

We pray that you might give us a desire for peace and a  

willingness to work and hope and pray for peace each day. Amen  

• • •  
OLDEST UKRAINIAN PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER (1037 A.D.) 

We fly to Your patronage, O Virgin Mother of God.  

Despise not our prayers in our needs,  

but deliver us from all dangers, since you alone are pure and blessed. 

O most glorious Ever-Virgin Mary, the Mother of Christ our God,  

accept our prayers and present them to Your Son and our God,  

that for the sake of You, He enlighten and save our souls. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

SATURDAY March 8th, 2025 
8:30AM  Intentions of the Daughters of St. Mary of Leuca 

4:30PM † John & Amelia Mata & Jaime Furtado Sousa • Req. by Isaac & Connie Mata 

SUNDAY March 9th, 2025 

9:00AM † Repose of the souls of Patricia & Family • Req. by Angelo & Family 

11:00AM  † Soul of Donald Mackenzie • Req. Gloria Vieira 

7:00PM  Members of our Parish 

MONDAY March 10th, 2025 

7:00PM † Repose of the soul of Donald Mackenzie • Req. by the Rosary Prayer Group 

TUESDAY March 11th, 2025 

7:00PM God’s blessings on the Gardiner Family 

WEDNESDAY March 12th, 2025 

7:00PM  Healing for Margaret Coates 

THURSDAY March 13th, 2025 

7:00PM Thanksgiving for St. Joseph • Req. by the DeSousa Family 

FRIDAY March 14th, 2025 

9:30AM † Deceased members of the Chang Family 

7:00PM Healing for Margaret Coates 

SATURDAY March 15th, 2025 
8:30AM  Intentions of the Daughters of St. Mary of Leuca 

4:30PM † Nina Ryszkowski & Rozalia Kurpiel • Req. by Victoria & Family 

SUNDAY March 16th, 2025 

9:00AM † Soul of Siegfried Eberhardt • Req. by the Holy Family 

11:00AM  † Repose of the soul of Francesco Lopez • Req. by Family 

7:00PM  Members of our Parish 
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•  PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS •  

Please pray for those who are sick,  
and those who love and minister to them: 

Follow us on Facebook!   

https://www.facebook.com/

StThereseCourtice/  

 

Subscribe to our channel!   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCWIzhF7xmRBk1zhIW-JeWyw/ 

Alex Extross 

Angela Extross  

Bernice Parker  

Beverly Laird  

Bob Bonnell   

Brian Doucette 

Brig Madhok                          

Carol Hutchinson  

Cindy Oldford 

Clifford Nelson  

Denise Walker  

Edel Dias 

Elena Russo  

Elizabeth Colbear  

Ged Carr 

Gene Bouvior 

Gerald Correia  

Giuseppe  

Grant Bennie 

Gwen Traynor 

Jane Lynde   

Jean Joyce  

Jennifer Finney 

Joanne Martinez 

Kathleen Corkum   

Kazai Campbell   

Luk Wong  

Margaret Lingard 

Michel Cascon 

Nathan Costa  

Nicolette  

Nina Tobias 

Rene Vautour  

Rochelle Keever  

Salvatore Palazzolo 

Shashi  

Tommy  

Wallhout Family  

William Bonnick 

1. Here is the donation link from our parish  
website to donate directly to the parish:  

https://sttheresescourtice.ca/support.html 
 
2. Consider setting up pre-authorized offering(POP). The form is available on our website:  

https://sttheresescourtice.ca/images/StTheresePOPForm.pdf 
Please email your completed form with a void cheque to: 

bookkeeper@sttheresescourtice.ca    
 
3. You can send a donation to the parish by regular mail:  
St. Therese Parish, 3800 Courtice Road North, Courtice, Ontario L1E 2L5 

https://www.facebook.com/StThereseCourtice/
https://www.facebook.com/StThereseCourtice/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWIzhF7xmRBk1zhIW-JeWyw/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWIzhF7xmRBk1zhIW-JeWyw/
mailto:bookkeeper@sttheresescourtice.ca
mailto:bookkeeper@sttheresescourtice.ca
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3800 Courtice Rd. N 
(adjacent to St Therese RCC) 

phone: 905-432-2882 
catholic@cherubscupboard.ca 

www.cherubscupboard.ca 

“labour without stopping, 

do all the good works  

you can, while you  

still have time.” 

St. John of God 

(FEAST  DAY  MARCH  8TH)  

 

Store Hours: THU 4-7pm | FRI 10am-2pm | SAT 11am-4pm 
SUNDAYS after morning Masses only 

The Cherub’s Cupboard 
Catholic Books and Gifts 

Altar Servers: Fr. Tomasz Jarosz 

Altar Linen Care: Veronica Larkin / 289-240-8083   

Baptismal Preparation Team: Fr. Wojciech / 905-436-2126 

Children's Liturgy: Teresa Costanzo / 905-436-0719  

Church Cleaning: Kathleen Martens / 905 244-1030 

Decorating Committee: Lee McDonald / 905-409-0833 

Communion Ministers: Zita Rodrigues / 647-980-6055 

Finance Committee: Kevin MacKenzie / 289-356-7838           

Greeters: Carol Bracken / 905-728-3995 

Bible Study Group: biblestudysttherese@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus: John Gagliardi / 905-434-9925  

Lectors  & Commentators: Yvonne Majoor / 905-697-9470 

Mary’s Apostolate: Peter Pacione / 289-240-6762 

Parish Council: John Vandersanden / 905-718-0943 

Property and Maintenance: Trevine Joachim / 647-223-3614 

1st Communion Coordinator: Natalie Wood / 416-562-1660 

Silver Needles: Kim Anderson / 905-259-5979 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul:  

ssvpsttheresecourtice@gmail.com 

Ushers Ministry: Susan Mussakowski / 905-441-1081  

Youth Ministry: Please contact Fr. Tomasz 

R.C.I.A.: Karen Schillings / 613-242-9365 

Support ing our Par i sh  Community  


