
 1 

 

 905-436-2126  office@sttheresescourtice.ca www.sttheresescourtice.ca 

THE MISSIONARY  
OBLATES OF MARY  
IMMACULATE 

St. Therese Catholic Church 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: Fr. John Bosco Gali OMI 

Associate Pastor: Fr. Daniel Janulewicz OMI 

Bookkeeper: Pilar Ponce De Leon  

Administrative Assistant: Michelle Holy 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
Saturday to Monday: CLOSED 

Tuesday to Friday: 9:00AM - 1:00PM 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday: 4:30PM  

Sunday: 9:00AM, 11:00AM and 7:00PM 
 

DAILY MASSES 
Monday to Thursday: 7:00PM   

Friday: 9:30AM and 7:00PM 

Saturday: 8:30AM 
 

CONFESSION 
30 minutes before every weekday & weekend Mass 
 

BAPTISM , MARRIAGE, FUNERAL , 
FIRST COMMUNION , CONFIRMATION  AND  
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
Contact the Parish Office for details  
 

CONVENT & DAY CARE CENTRE 
Daughters of St. Mary of Leuca 
Superior: Mother Aurelia   (905) 436-2308 
 

CHERUBS CUPBOARD  
(Religious Store)    (905) 432-2882 
 

SCHOOLS 

Monsignor Leo Cleary  (905) 433-0331    

St. Mother Teresa   (905) 433-5512            

Good Shepherd                (905) 404-9868 

Holy Trinity        (905) 404-9349 

--------------------------------------------------- 

Knights of Columbus       (647) 223-3614 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul     (289) 927-0093 

Alcohol and Drug Addiction (905) 728-1020 

3800 COURTICE ROAD NORTH, COURTICE, ONT. L1E 2L5 

F E B R U A R Y  1 S T   2 0 2 6  •  F O U R T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E  

• FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME • 

“Blessed are the Poor in Spirit…” 

T 
oday we read this Gospel so familiar to all of us, yet always so surprising. 

In this passage of the Beatitudes, Jesus offers us a way of life, a set of 

values that, according to Him, are what can truly make us happy. 

 Happiness is surely the main goal we all seek in life. And if we were to ask  

people how they try to be happy, or where they look for their own happiness, 

we would find very different answers. Some would say in a well-grounded family 

life; others, in having health and work; others, in enjoying friendship and leisure; 

and those perhaps most influenced by our consumerist society would say in  

having money, in being able to buy as many things as possible and, above all,  

in rising to higher social levels. 

 These Beatitudes that Jesus proposes to us are not, precisely, the ones our 

world today puts before us. The Lord tells us that “blessed” will be the poor in 

spirit, the meek, those who mourn, those who hunger and thirst for righteous-

ness, the merciful, the pure of heart, the peacemakers, those who are persecuted 

for the sake of righteousness… (cf. Mt 5:3–11). 

 This message of the Lord is for those who want to live attitudes of detach-

ment, humility, a desire for justice, concern and interest for the problems of 

their neighbor, and who place everything else in the background. 

 How much good we can do by praying, or by practicing fraternal correction, 

when we are criticized for believing in God and for belonging to the Church! 

Jesus tells us this clearly in His final Beatitude: “Blessed are you when they insult 

you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of 

me” (Mt 5:11). 

 Saint Basil says: “The rich man is not yet to be envied for his riches; nor the 

ruler for the weight of his office, nor the strong man for the robustness of  

his body, nor the wise man for the abundance of his speech. For these are  

instruments of virtue for those who use them well, not possessing blessedness in 

and of themselves.”  

By Fr. Pablo CASAS Aljama (Sevilla, Spain) 

mailto:office@sttheresescourtice.ca
http://www.sttheresescourtice.ca
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C 
andlemas Day is another name for 
the feast of the Presentation of the 
Lord. Forty days after His birth, 
Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to 

the temple for the rites of purification and 
dedication as prescribed by the Torah.  
According to the Book of Leviticus (12:1-4), 
when a woman bore a male child, she was 
considered “unclean” for seven days. On the 
eighth day, the boy was circumcised.  
The mother continued to stay at home for  
33 days for her blood to be purified. After the 
40 days, the mother and the father came to 
the temple for the rite of purification, which 
included the offering of a sacrifice — a lamb 
for a holocaust (burnt offering) and a pigeon 
or turtledove for a sin offering, or for a  
poor couple who could not afford a lamb, 
two pigeons or two turtledoves. Note Joseph 
and Mary made the offering of the poor  
(Lk 2:24). 
 Also, Joseph and Mary were obliged by 
the Torah to “redeem” their first born son: 
“The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 
‘Consecrate to me every first-born that opens 
the womb among the Israelites, both of man 
and beast, for it belongs to me’” (Ex 13:1). 
The price for such a redemption was five 
shekels, which the parents paid to the priest. 
This “redemption” was a kind of payment for 
the Passover sacrifice, by which the Jews had 
been freed from slavery. 
 However, St. Luke in the Gospel does not 
mention this redemption, but rather the 
presentation of Our Lord: “When the day 
came to purify them according to the law of 
Moses, the couple brought Him up to Jerusa-
lem, so that He could be presented to the 

Lord, for it is written in the law of the Lord, 
‘Every first-born male shall be consecrated  
to the Lord’” (Lk 2:22-23). So the focus is on 
Jesus’ consecration to God. The verb “to 
present” (paristanai) also means to “offer,” 
which evokes Jesus being presented as the 
priest who will offer Himself as the perfect 
sacrifice to free us from the slavery of  
sin, seal the new and eternal covenant with  
His blood, and open the gates to the true 
promised land of heaven. 
 Simeon, a just and pious man, who awaited 
the Messiah and looked for the consolation 
of Israel, was inspired to come to the temple. 
He held baby Jesus in his arms and blessed 
God, saying, “Now, Master, you can dismiss 
your servant in peace; you have fulfilled your 
word. For my eyes have witnessed your  
saving deed, displayed for all the peoples to 
see: A revealing light to the Gentiles, the 
glory of your people Israel” (Lk 2:29-32). 
Simeon, thereby, announced that the Messiah 
has come not just for the Jew but the gentile; 
not just the righteous, but the sinner. 
 He then blessed the Holy Family, and said 
in turn to Mary: “This child is destined to be 
the downfall and the rise of many in Israel, a 
sign that will be opposed - and you yourself 
shall be pierced with a sword — so that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be laid bare”  
(Lk 2:34-35). 
 So the Presentation is a proclamation of 
Christ — Messiah and Priest, Lord and  
Savior. He is the light who came into this 
world to dispel sin and darkness. For this 
reason, traditionally at least since the seventh 
century, candles have been blessed at Mass 
this day that will be used throughout the year, 

hence coining the term “Candlemas.” 
 As we consider the feast of the Presenta-
tion, we remember that our parents presented 
us at church for our baptism. We were  
dedicated to God, and given the name, 
“Christian.” We, too, received a lit candle 
from the paschal candle, at which the priest 
said, “You have been enlightened by Christ. 
Walk always as a child of the light and keep 
the flame of faith alive in your heart. When 
the Lord comes, may you go out to meet Him 
with all the saints in the heavenly king-
dom” (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults). 
Therefore, as a light, each of us must bear 
witness to Our Lord. We must be the beacon 
that guides others to Christ. Also, we must 
realize that we, too, will be “a sign that will be 
opposed,” especially on issues of the sanctity 
of human life, marriage and the family. 
 Two other interesting tidbits highlight  
this day: First, in many Eastern European 
countries, the feast of the Presentation  
officially closes the celebration of Christmas. 
For this reason, Blessed John Paul II began 
the custom of keeping the Nativity scene in 
St. Peter’s square until Feb. 2. 
 Second, Candlemas Day also was im-
portant in the lives of farmers. An old Eng-
lish song went as follows: 
“If Candlemas be fair and bright, / Come, Winter, 
have another flight. / If Candlemas brings clouds and 
rain, / Go, Winter, and come not again.” 
 So if the bright sun “overshadows” the 
brightness of Candlemas Day, there will be 
more winter. However, if the light of Candle-
mas Day radiates through the gloom and 
darkness of the day, the end of winter is near. 

• CANDLEMAS DAY • 

The blessing of candles will take place at the 7:00pm Mass on Monday February 2
nd

. 

All are invited to bring candles from home to be blessed during this Mass. 
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“Do you want to outwit the devil?  

Never let him catch you idle.  

Work, study and pray and you will 

surely overcome your spiritual enemy."  

-  S T .  J OHN  B OS CO  -  

PR I E ST  OF  THE  CHURCH  

F EAST  D AY :  J ANUARY  3 1 ST  

Patron Saint of: Boys, Editors, Educators/Teachers, Youth 

Baptism Preparation Class 
Please note that the next Baptism prepa-

ration class will be held in the Church on:  

Saturday March 7th at 11:00am. 

If you are interested in having your child baptised at St. Therese 

Parish, please visit the parish website for more information. 

• DIOCESAN • 
Sacrament of Marriage  

Preparation Program (online) 
Congratulations! You’ve made the decision to get married.  
As you prepare for your wedding day, the Church desires  

to accompany you in preparing for your life-long marriage.  

The next date for Marriage Preparation is  
Saturday April 25, 2026 and  
program resources, activities,  
and work will be sent to you  

ahead of that date.  
 

https://www.peterboroughdiocese.org/en/life-and-faith/sacrament-of-marriage-preparation-online.aspx 

FEBRUARY 1  
Honey •  $10.00 (500MLS)  •  $20.00 ( 1000MLS)  

FEBRUARY 22 
Samosas  •  $5.00/bag  

MARCH 22 
Spring Rolls •  $5.00/bag  

APRIL 2  -  HOLY THURS DAY 
Hot Cross Buns  •  $5.00/bag  

APRIL 26 
Krispy Kreme Donuts  •  $15.00/dozen  

• • • • • •  Thank you for your support!  (cash sales) • • • • • •   

BLESSING OF 
CANDLES 
The blessing of candles will 

take place at the 7:00pm 

Mass on Monday  

February 2!  

All are invited to bring  
candles from home to be  
blessed during this Mass. 

 

    The Blessing of Throats   
will take place at the 7:00pm Mass  

on Tuesday February 3, 2026 in celebration of the 

     Feast of St.Blaise   

We are collecting palm leaves to burn for 
ashes to be used on Ash Wednesday. If you 
have any palm leaves from Palm Sunday 
last year, please drop them off in the box in 
the lobby of the church. Thank you!  
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Sun Feb 1 
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 
 

March 
Break 

Retreats 
 

 

teens 

young 
adults 
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S AV E  T H E  DAT E !  
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I 
n this month’s edition of Columbia, our Supreme Knight, Patrick 

Kelly reminds us what it means to be a Knight of Columbus – to 

be attentive to the needs of others. The order was founded  

precisely to look outward – to care for the widows, orphans, the 

vulnerable and the marginalized. Just as God does not abandon us in our 

hardships, we must never abandon others in theirs. Jesus Christ implores 

us: “Love one another as I have loved you” (Jn 15:12). Let us remem-

ber that Jesus Christ Himself is the true author of our hope. 

 

Please note that the weekday 7:00pm Mass on the first Tuesday of every 

month will be offered by the Knights. Also, please note that the Pilgrim 

ICON program (a Sacred Heart Holy Hour featuring an icon depicting 

the most famous image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus) will be conducted in 

our church from February 6th – 10th, 2026.  

More information regarding this can be found at https://www.kofc.org/

en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/pilgrim-icon.html 

 

A BOUT  THE  PILGRIM  I CON  PROGRAM  

Through the Pilgrim Icon Program, councils organize a Sacred Heart  

Holy Hour featuring an icon depicting the most famous image of the  

Sacred Heart of Jesus, painted in 1767 by Pompeo Batoni and now  

venerated in the Church of the Gesù in Rome. The reproduction bears 

the blessing of Pope Francis, through the Papal Almoner, and is one of 

more than 300 icons traveling across the world, from council to council, 

for veneration and use in prayer services. 

Families can also enthrone the Sacred Heart of Jesus in their homes.  

Enthroning the Sacred Heart of Jesus means formally recognizing Jesus 

as King through an enthronement ceremony. During this ceremony, a 

family places an image of the Sacred Heart in a place of honor in their 

home, renews their commitment to be faithful disciples, and consecrates 

themselves to his Sacred Heart. 

For more information about the Pilgrim Icon Program and about home 

enthronements, please visit kofc.org/sacredheart. 

About Us  
The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic fraternal  

organization founded by Blessed Michael J. 

McGivney in 1882. In our parish at St. Therese,  

we have a total of 80 members. We are involved  

in fundraising for charitable organizations,  

promoting social activities within the church,  

organizing free pancake breakfasts (generally 

twice a year), etc.  

If you would like to know more about us, please 

contact us at 11709st.theresekofc@gmail.com.  

You can also go online at www.kofc.org for more 

information. 

ST .THERESE  
Council 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Sacred Heart of Jesus 
IconIcon    

arriving arriving   
Friday February 6th at Friday February 6th at 

St.Therese!St.Therese!  

https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/pilgrim-icon.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/pilgrim-icon.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/faith/pilgrim-icon/5050-pilgrim-icon-prayer-booklet.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/faith/pilgrim-icon/5050-pilgrim-icon-prayer-booklet.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/pilgrim-icon.html
mailto:11709st.theresekofc@gmail.com
http://www.kofc.org
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The Kids’ Bulletin 
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time • February 1st, 2026  
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C 
onvalidation ceremonies are specifically for  

married couples whose unions are not recognized 

by the Catholic Church and wish to have their 

marriage validated. This means that at least one partner  

must be Catholic and their marriage must meet the Church’s 

requirements for convalidation. 

There are various reasons and circumstances that might lead 

Catholics to marry outside the Church. Regardless of these 

reasons and past circumstances, the Catholic Church invites 

couples to bring new meaning to their lives by embracing the 

vocation of marriage and serving as ambassadors of God’s 

love through the celebration of convalidation of marriage. 

Convalidation comes from a Latin word meaning “to firm 

up” or “to strengthen.” It is not a blessing of an existing  

union or a renewal of promises – it requires a new act of  

consent by each spouse and it is a celebration of the Sacra-

ment of Marriage, sanctifying the union within the Church. 

The Church is committed to supporting couples who wish to 

enter into a valid Catholic marriage, offering them pastoral 

and spiritual support as needed. Convalidation of marriage 

may be celebrated within Mass or outside of Mass, depending 

on each couple’s particular situation. 

When couples seek to validate their marriage in the Church 

after having attempted marriage outside the Church, they are 

demonstrating that God is present and actively working in 

their lives. God wants to lead couples closer to Him and to 

each other, and sanctifying their union within the Church 

allows them to fully participate in its sacramental life. 

of    

CONVALIDATION 
 

“It is the presence of  the Lord, who reveals Himself  and the gift of  His grace,  

that will render your marriage full and profoundly true.” (POPE  FRANCIS)  

MARRIAGE  
  Bringing your Marriage into the Church  

 

Couples wishing to plan a convalidation ceremony are required to contact the  

Parish Office at 905-436-2126 to schedule an appointment with a Priest to begin the process. 


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PRAYER WITH MARY  
MOTHER OF JESUS THE PRINCE OF PEACE,  

FOR THE END OF THE WAR IN UKRAINE. 

• • •  
St. Therese would like our parish families to begin continual prayers for the end of the war in Ukraine.  

The statue of Mary will accompany one family for a period of one week.  

After one week another family will be able to pick up the statue at the end of Mass on Sunday.  

To schedule the pickup of the statue, please contact the parish office.  

Families who take the statue of Mary home are asked to say the following prayers  

and one decade of rosary for peace in Ukraine.   

• 
God of peace, God of mercy  

We pray for the people of Ukraine, 

We lament the violence that has come to their country. 

We ask for comfort for those who mourn, hope for those  

who despair and compassion for all who suffer. 

We plead for an end to violence and aggression in their land 

We pray for the people of Russia, 

We give thanks for those who protest for peace and pray for ongoing courage 

We ask for a change of heart in those who commit acts of  

aggression and war against their fellow citizens and neighbours 

We pray for Russians who will suffer because of sanctions and war 

We pray for leaders around the world 

We pray that world leaders might work for an end to war and for establishing of peace 

We seek wisdom for those who are making life and death decisions  

about how to respond to violence and threats of violence 

We ask for courage for those who campaign for peace. 

We pray for aid workers and journalists 

We give thanks for the willingness of aid workers to work in situations  

of war and unrest in order to meet the needs of others 

We ask for safety, wisdom and compassion for all working  

to alleviate suffering and heal the wounded 

We pray for journalist and media organisations reporting the situation in  

Ukraine and Russia, may they report truthfully and compassionately. 

We pray for peace 

We lament violence around the world  

We plead for the ceasing of violence and the establishment of peace 

We pray that you might give us a desire for peace and a  

willingness to work and hope and pray for peace each day. Amen  

• • •  
OLDEST UKRAINIAN PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER (1037 A.D.) 

We fly to Your patronage, O Virgin Mother of God.  

Despise not our prayers in our needs,  

but deliver us from all dangers, since you alone are pure and blessed. 

O most glorious Ever-Virgin Mary, the Mother of Christ our God,  

accept our prayers and present them to Your Son and our God,  

that for the sake of You, He enlighten and save our souls. 
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SATURDAY January 31st, 2026 

8:30AM  Intentions of the Daughters of St. Mary of Leuca 

4:30PM  † Repose of the soul of Mackenzie Geofroy • Req. by Family 

SUNDAY February 1st, 2026  
9:00AM  Birthday Intentions for Larry Rampersad 

11:00AM  † Repose of the soul of Siegfried Eberhardt • Req. by Family 

7:00PM  Members of our Parish 

MONDAY February 2nd, 2026 

7:00PM  God’s blessings on Jean Rodrigues • Req. by Vernon and Jackie 

TUESDAY February 3rd, 2026 

7:00PM  Intentions of the Knights of Columbus 

WEDNESDAY February 4th, 2026 

7:00PM  † Deceased members of the Estrocio & Rodrigues Families  

Req. by Zita & Cajetan Rodrigues 

THURSDAY February 5th, 2026 

7:00PM  † Repose of the soul of Michael Collins • Req. by Dennis Keefer & Family 

FRIDAY February 6th, 2026  
9:30AM  † Deceased members of the Ponce de Leon Family  

7:00PM   † Repose of the souls of Lauren Buckley and Don & Marielle Shields  

 Req. by her Mom and their Daughter 

SATURDAY February 7th, 2026 

8:30AM  Intentions of the Daughters of St. Mary of Leuca 

4:30PM  † Repose of the soul of Vittorio Coscarella • Req. by his Wife and Daughter 

SUNDAY February 8th, 2026  
9:00AM  † Repose of the soul of Anne VanKuik • Req. by Jean Rodrigues 

11:00AM  † Repose of the soul of William Walker • Req. by the Shannon Family 

7:00PM  Members of our Parish 

MASS INTENTIONS  
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•  PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS •  

Please pray for those who are sick,  
and those who love and minister to them: 

Follow us on Facebook!   

https://www.facebook.com/

StThereseCourtice/  

 

Subscribe to our channel!   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCWIzhF7xmRBk1zhIW-JeWyw/ 

Alex Extross 

Angela Extross  

Bernice Parker  

Beverly Laird  

Bob Bonnell 

Brian Doucette 

Brig Madhok                          

Carol Hutchinson  

Cindy Oldford 

Clifford Nelson  

Cynthia Graham 

Denise Walker  

Edel Dias 

Elena Russo  

Elizabeth Colbear  

Gene Bouvior 

Gerald Correia  

Giuseppe  

Grant Bennie 

Gwen Traynor 

Jane Lynde   

Jean Joyce  

Jennifer Finney 

Joanne Martinez 

Kathleen Corkum   

Kazai Campbell   

Luk Wong  

Lyn Carson 

Margaret Lingard 

Michel Cascon 

Nathan Costa  

Nina Tobias 

Rene Vautour  

Rochelle Keever  

Salvatore Palazzolo 

Shashi  

Tommy  

Wallhout Family  

William Bonnick 

1. Here is the donation link from our parish  
website to donate directly to the parish:  

https://sttheresescourtice.ca/support.html 
 
2. Consider setting up pre-authorized offering(POP). The form is available on our website:  

https://sttheresescourtice.ca/images/StTheresePOPForm.pdf 
Please email your completed form with a void cheque to: 

bookkeeper@sttheresescourtice.ca    
 
3. You can send a donation to the parish by regular mail:  
St. Therese Parish, 3800 Courtice Road North, Courtice, Ontario L1E 2L5 

https://www.facebook.com/StThereseCourtice/
https://www.facebook.com/StThereseCourtice/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWIzhF7xmRBk1zhIW-JeWyw/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWIzhF7xmRBk1zhIW-JeWyw/
mailto:bookkeeper@sttheresescourtice.ca
mailto:bookkeeper@sttheresescourtice.ca
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3800 Courtice Rd. N 
(adjacent to St Therese RCC) 

phone: 905-432-2882 
catholic@cherubscupboard.ca 

www.cherubscupboard.ca 

 “Act today in such a 

way that you need not 

blush tomorrow.” 

ST .  JOHN  BOSCO 
FEAST  DAY :  JANUARY  31 ST 

 

Store Hours: THU 4-7pm | FRI 10am-2pm | SAT 11am-4pm 
SUNDAYS after morning Masses only 

The Cherub’s Cupboard 
Catholic Books and Gifts 

Altar Servers: Fr. Daniel  

Altar Linen Care: Veronica Larkin / 289-240-8083   

Baptismal Preparation Team: Fr. Bosco / 905-436-2126 

Children's Liturgy: Teresa Costanzo / 905-436-0719  

Church Cleaning: Kathleen Martens / 905 244-1030 

Decorating Committee: Lee McDonald / 905-409-0833 

Communion Ministers: Zita Rodrigues / 647-980-6055 

Finance Committee: Kevin MacKenzie / 289-356-7838           

Bible Study Group: biblestudysttherese@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus: Trevine Joachim / 647-223-3614  

Lectors  & Commentators: Yvonne Majoor / 905-697-9470 

Mary’s Apostolate: Peter Pacione / 289-240-6762 

Parish Council: John Vandersanden / 905-718-0943 

Property and Maintenance: Trevine Joachim / 647-223-3614 

Silver Needles: Kim Anderson / 905-259-5979 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul:  

ssvpsttheresecourtice@gmail.com 

Ushers Ministry: Susan Mussakowski / 905-441-1081  

Youth Ministry: Please contact Fr. Daniel 

R.C.I.A.: Karen Schillings / 613-242-9365 

     Stephen Lane / 416-319-9356 

Support ing our Par i sh  Community  


