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July 13, 2023 
 
Dear St. Paul Families, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well and that you are enjoying your summer.  I write to you all today to let you 
know that we are excited to return as your food service provider.  It is our great pleasure to cook for your 
children day in and day out and to provide a healthy variety of meals that your children can enjoy.   
 
However, I would be lying if I didn’t tell you that the last few years have been a real struggle.  The post 
pandemic cost of supplies, goods, labor rates, food shortages, and severe inflation have caused all prices 
to almost double and triple in cost.  A single example would be our milk carton which we provide to each 
student, should they choose to drink it.  A few years ago, the cost of this carton was $0.51.  Last year, the 
costs rose to $1.33.  The cost of our plates and food utensils have increased from $0.25 to $0.97.  As 
you can see, without the entrée, vegetable, and fruit we are already over $2. Let’s not talk about the cost 
of eggs and proteins. As I don’t want to bore you with numbers, it is with great frustration that we have no 
choice but to increase the price of the daily lunch from $5.25 to $8.50.  Please understand that this 
increase is putting us at just about breakeven.  
 
I have been a student, a parent, and a parishioner of our great St. Paul community for almost 50 years.  I 
cherish this history like no other. Even though we continue to not make money serving your children, it 
is with your steadfast support and patronage of our businesses and choosing us for your special occasions 
that makes us want to come back every year.  I am one that always looks at the bigger picture and this 
truly is a very good example of that.  The goodwill and kindness of this parish makes it all worthwhile. 
 
It is my hope that you understand how difficult this decision was and was not taken lightly. It was also the 
reason it took us almost three years to implement this increase. Unfortunately, it was just becoming too 
difficult to sustain.  However, I also feel it is important that we do not sacrifice quality and service when it 
comes to our children.   
 

May you all continue to have a safe, healthy, and blessed summer. We look forward to serving you again 
this upcoming school year. 

 
Sincerely, 
Giovanni S. Procaccini 
Gretalia Hospitality Group 
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LUNCH MEAL TICKET PRICING 

 

Tickets Price Check Amount 
1 $8.50 $8.50 

10 $8.30 $83.00 
15 $8.10 $121.50 
20 $7.90 $158.00 

 

 

Please make checks payable to PJ’s Pancake House. 


