
 

 

November 6, 2022 - Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory 

 

SAINT JAMES THE LESS   
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

1032 Caledonia St 
La Crosse WI 54603 

 
STAFF 

Father Robert Latona 
Parochial Administrator  
(608) 782-7557 
saintjameslacrossegmail.com  
 
Rev. Mr. Jason Hutzler 
Permanent Deacon 
(608) 782-7557 
 
Georgia Stockman 
Sacred Music Director 
(716) 239-2822 
Soprano2468@aol.com 
 
608 782 7557 

saintjameslacrosse@gmail.com 
https://www.saintjameslax.com  
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday  Closed 
Tuesday 9 AM to 5 PM 
Wednesday 9 AM to Noon 
Thursday 9 AM to 5 PM 
Friday  9 AM to 5 PM 
 

 
 

MAKE DONATIONS ONLINE  
with Online Giving 

 

 For quick access to Online Giving, 
visit our website:     

     www.saintjameslax.com  

Follow the instructions provided.  For 
any questions about Online Giving, 
call the office:  608-782-7557. 

 

tel:(608)%20782-7557
https://www.saintjameslax.com/


SERVANTS SCHEDULE 
 
 

 
Knights of the Altar:   

Please volunteer to serve  
whenever you are at Holy Mass 

Saturday, November 12- 4:30 p.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:   Frederick Ellis/Daniel Clements 
Ordinary Minister:      Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader: Geoffrey Alford 
Ushers:                 Geoffrey Alford/David Coppens 

Sunday, November 13- 7:30 a.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:  Knights 
Ordinary Minister:     Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader: Mona Craig 
Ushers:                        Robert Rifenberg/Curt Riley/         
                                 Colin Riley/Steve Marx 

Sunday, November 13- 9:30 a.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:       
Ordinary Minister:      Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader: Mary McConaghy 
Ushers:                        Don Seufzr/John Koelbl 
 Tom McConaghy/Gary Brauer 

Sunday,  November 13 - 11:30 a.m.  
Traditional Latin Mass 
Master of Ceremony:  Henry Olson 
Thurifer:   Leo Olson 
Acolyte 1:  Michael Heilman 
Acolyte 2: Paul Heilman  
Crucifer: William Olson 
Torchbearers: Johannes Miles/John Heilman/ 
 Theo Meinholz/RayMeinholz/ 
 Andrew Dixon 

Rosary is prayed before Holy Mass M-F @ 7:35 am 
 

 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, November7 
8:00 a.m. - Intentions of Mark Lazzaro 
Tuesday, November 8 
8:00 a.m. - † Bill and Myrtle Craig 
Wednesday, November 9 
8:00 a.m. - † Thomas and Betty Baumgartner 
Thursday, November 10 
8:00 a.m. - † Grace Maney 
Friday, November 11 
8:00 a.m. - † Ronald Asfoor 
Saturday, November 12 
8:00 a.m. - Special intentions of  
           Bryan and Therese Novy 
4:30 p.m. - Intentions of Earl and Elaine Bonsack 
Sunday, November 13 

  7:30 a.m. - † Poor Souls in Purgatory 
  9:30 a.m. - † Stan Hundt 
11:30 a.m. - The Parish Family of Saint James 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on First Friday, 

November 4th and Election Day, Tuesday, 
November 8th from 9:00 AM to 2:45 PM. Contact  
Elizabeth at 608-769-4014 to sign up for adoration hours. 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE  
 

Saturdays after morning Holy Mass and  
from 3:45 - 4:15 p.m. 

First Fridays after 8:00 a.m. Holy Mass. 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING 
 

Those who are seriously ill or have been sick for a long 
period of time should receive the Sacraments of 
Anointing, Confession and Holy Communion. Please 
call Father Letona at 608-782-7557 to make arrangements. 

 

 

VISITATION OF THE SICK 

 

If you or a family member become homebound or  
hospitalized because of illness and would like to be visited, 
call Saint James office 608-782-7557. 

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS   
Monday-Friday  8:00 am Novus Ordo (Ordinary Form) 
Saturday              8:00 am Extraordinary Form 
                        4:30 pm Vigil - Novus Ordo 
Sunday Masses    7:30 am Novus Ordo  
                         9:30 am Novus Ordo 
                       11:30 am Extraordinary Form 

 
+ Banns of Marriage + 

 

   Matthew Quinlan and Gabriela Dixon     
 

       November 19, 2022 

 

Graces  From Adoration 
Artist: Michael LaVoy 

 
+  Requiescat in Pace  + 

 

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated for      

Joseph D. Larson 

Our entire parish family of Saint James the Less extends its 
sympathy and promise of prayers for him and his family 
and friends.  

  



 

     ONLY ONE WEEK UNTIL THE  
HOLLY BERRY FAIR On Nov. 12!         

 

This week’s featured Booth is…. 

SANTA’S WINTER WONDERLAND 

 

 Visit Santa from 10am-1pm in his special Winter 
Wonderland! 

 Each child will receive a little present from Santa. 

 Pictures with Santa & Face-painting available for a 
nominal donation. (100% of this amount goes to the 
School.) 

 Enjoy some Christmas Carols & entertainment 
while you shop! 

 
LAST PRE-FAIR IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

 Yard Signs are available at the back of the Church 
this weekend.  Please take 1 or 2 & place them on 
your lawn or on a well-trafficked street corner. 

 Please return any unsold Cash Raffle Tickets to 
the Parish Office so we can sell them at the Fair 
to our visitors. 

 Bakery Booth- In addition to our usual breads, 
pies, cookies, bars, etc…, we have some homemade 
take & bake frozen pies available for sale. Limited 
supply. So, come early! 

 We need a few more volunteers to help work the 
Fair.  Please call 716-239-2822 to sign up for a 
short shift. 

 Raffle Baskets & Silent Auction – We have over 20 
Raffle Baskets! Some of the themed Raffle 
Baskets include Wine Baskets, Maple Syrup 
Basket, Kitchen Baskets, Games Basket & so much 
more!!! Silent Auction items include La Crosse 
Loggers Basket, Symphony Basket, Chocolate 
Lover’s Basket, a stunning Vintage Nativity Set, 
Wine Lover’s Basket, Restaurant Gift Certificates 
and much more!!! 

 Breakfast & Lunch Items Available during the Fair! 
Donuts, Coffee, Drinks, Chips, Chili, Hot Dogs, 
Sloppy Joe’s and Walking Tacos. Yum!!! 

 
Looking forward to seeing you next weekend at the Fair! 

Spread the word. God bless you for your generosity! 
 

PCCW REMINDER 
Just a reminder there is no PCCW General Meeting in 
November. Instead, we will meet on Thursday, 
November 10th from 4pm-7pm in the Providence 
Academy Gym to set up and decorate for the Holly 
Berry Fair. Please come help us either that evening or 
on Friday, November 11th from 9am-4pm to help. Thank 
you & God bless! 

FOR HUNTERS:  
Special Blessing on Nov. 12th and 13th before the hunt 

 

A special blessing for hunters will be given at all the Masses the 
weekend of November 12th and 13th and small medals of St. 
Hubert will be given to those going hunting.  Take these blessed 
medals with you and ask the intercession of St. Hubert for a 
good hunt, a safe hunt. These can be kept in your pocket or 
safety-pinned into your coat or jacket so you don’t lose it. Or 
put it on a chain or cord to wear. 
 

November 3 was the feast of St. Hubert the patron saint of 
hunters. Born in Belgium he was a married man, but not deeply 
religious. He enjoyed his time hunting rather going to Mass. His 
wife died giving birth to a son. Following her death he retreated 
further away from God, nearing atheism. He spent nearly all of 
time in the woods hunting. On Good Friday, when all the 
people were packed in church to remember the Passion of Our 
Lord, he was out hunting. He came upon a large stag, a 
magnificent beast, the likes of which he had never seen. As he 
drew his bow, a brilliant light shone forth from between the 
antlers of the stag and a cross appeared in the light. He heard a 
voice say “Hubert, unless you turn to the Lord, and lead a holy 
life, you shall quickly go down into hell.” Hubert fell to the 
ground and asked “Lord, what would you have me do?” He 
responded “Seek Lambert, the bishop, he will instruct you.” 
 

Hubert was instructed by Lambert and regained his faith, was 
ordained a priest, and lived such a holy life that he was named 
Bishop of Liege. He died peacefully in 727 AD, having brought 
many souls to Christ. 
 

St. Hubert’s symbol is a Stag with a cross between its antlers. In 
fact, it is used on the label for Jaegermeister.  
 

May the Lord, through the intercession of St. Hubert, keep you 
safe as you go out hunting, and grant you a good bounty.  

 

FOR THE FAMILY 
Building up the Church, The Mystical Body of Christ,     

One Family at a Time! 

 

Catholic Family Catechesis at Saint James meet Wednesday, November 
16, 6:15 – 7:15 p.m. Murphy Hall.   Starting Wednesday, November 16, 
Family Catechesis will meet on Wednesdays, remaining meeting 
dates for 2022:  Nov. 16, Nov. 30, Dec. 14.  We will be using the 
Our Lady of the Rosary Family Catechism
(olrfamilycatechism.com), a FREE online video catechism 
course which provides children and their families with the 
unique opportunity to learn the timeless truths of the Catholic 
Faith according to the classic Baltimore Catechism.    
 

Please join us for Catholic Family Catechesis on Wednesday, 
November 16.  Come at 5:45 p.m. for some light 
refreshments.  Catholic Family Catechesis is free of charge and 
is facilitated by volunteer Marian catechist Luna Chou.  Our 
parish priest, Father Letona, supports and encourages 
participation in this program of catechesis for the whole 
family.  Please email lfchou27@gmail.com or call the Parish 
Office at 608-782-7557 for more information.  

 

From Lesson 3 of the Baltimore Catechism:  
Q. Is there but one God? A. Yes; there is but one God.   
Q. Why can there be but one God? A. There can be but one God, 
because God, being supreme and infinite, cannot have an equal.   
Q. How many Persons are there in God? A. In God there are 
three Divine Persons, really distinct, and equal in all things - 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.   
Q. What do you mean by the Blessed Trinity? A. By the Blessed 
Trinity I mean one God in three Divine Persons.   

Tithe Contributions from 10-30-2022 
 

Envelopes, Plate & Vigils $2754.73 

Mission Sunday   $  270.00 

Giving Online   $ 470.00 

                $3494.73 
Amount needed each week: $4000. 

http://olrfamilycatechism.com/
mailto:lfchou27@gmail.com


How to Practice Devotion to the Poor Souls 

 

It must seem strange to speak of devotion to the Poor Souls. 
But it is not really strange. Devotion to the Poor Souls has two 
sides: 1) our side and 2) the side of the souls in Purgatory. 
 

On their side, the Poor Souls are united with us in the one  
Kingdom of Christ. They can pray and obtain blessings for us 
here on earth. They are united, as the Second Vatican Council 
teaches, with the pilgrim Church in the Communion of Saints. 
We are therefore encouraged to invoke their aid, with a 
confidence of being heard by those who understand our needs. 
They know from their own experience what it means to carry 
the cross here on earth. 
 

On our side we are to do everything we can to help the Poor 
Souls in the Church Suffering. The sufferings in Purgatory are 
not the same for all. They depend on each person’s degree of 
sinfulness. Saint Thomas Aquinas held that the least pain in 
Purgatory is greater than the worst pain in this life. Saint 
Bonaventure held that the worst suffering after death was 
greater than the worst suffering on earth, but the same could 
not be said regarding the least pain in Purgatory. In general, 
however, we should say that the pains of Purgatory are greater 
than those on earth. 
 

What does it mean to pray for the Poor Souls? It means 
everything that we can offer for the faithful departed. 

 

1. We can offer our bodily pains in expiation for their sins. 

2. We can offer our spiritual sufferings, our 

disappointments and fears, our discouragement and 

estrangement from those we love. 

3. We can offer our vocal prayers, like the Rosary, the 

Memorare, the Angelus, the recitation of the Divine Office. 

4. We can offer our mental prayers, like the Way of the 

Cross, our daily meditation and examination of conscience. 

5.  We can offer our mortifications, like giving up some 

delicacy at table, or performance of some unpleasant work. 

 

But the most effective offering we can make for the Poor Souls 
is the Holy Eucharist at the Sacrifice of the Mass, Holy 
Communion and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Over 
the centuries, the Catholic faithful have by now offered countless 
Masses for the Poor Souls. May I offer a recommendation? 
During the month of November, I suggest that we make a list of 
all the deceased persons whom we wish to specially remember 
in our Masses, prayers and sacrifices for the repose of their 
souls. Every time you say the grace after meals, be sure to 
add the invocation, “May the souls of the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.” In every 
Rosary you recite, do not forget to say after each decade, 
“O, my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of 
hell, and bring all souls to heaven, especially those who are 
in most need of thy mercy.” 

 

Remember that devotion to the Poor Souls is really a 
covenant between them and us. We pray and sacrifice for 
them, they can pray and suffer for us. They appreciate 
whatever help we give them, to lessen their suffering and to 
shorten their stay in Purgatory. They will continue to show 
their appreciation when we join them in a heavenly eternity. 
 
 

Author: Father John Anthony Hardon, S.J 
Source: (retrieved 10-30-2022) 
https://oblatesosbbelmont.org/2010/11/13/devotion-to-the-poor-souls/ 

Devotion to the Poor Souls 

 

Over the centuries the month of November has been dedicated 
to the Poor Souls. No doubt the reason is because November is 
the last month of the liturgical year, even as Purgatory is the 
last stage of human existence before a soul reaches Heaven. I 
would like to ask three questions and share with you a short 
answer on what our Catholic Faith teaches about devotion to 
the Poor Souls in Purgatory. 
 

1. Who are the Poor Souls? 
2. Why are the Poor Souls in Purgatory? 
3. How are we to practice our devotion to the souls in Purgatory? 

 

Who Are the Poor Souls? 

 

The Poor Souls are the souls of those people who died in the 
friendship of God. But they still have some suffering to undergo for 
the sins they had committed during their lives on earth. It is the 
infallible teaching of the Catholic Church that there is a Purgatory. 
As the word itself indicates, Purgatory is the state of those who still 
have to be cleansed of the penalty which they owe for their past 
offenses against God. 
 

The Poor Souls are poor because they are in suffering and need 
our help. We know from Sacred Scripture that there is a 
Purgatory, as described in the Second Book of Maccabees, which 
unfortunately has been removed from the Protestant Old 
Testament. As described in Sacred Scripture, Judas Maccabeus, the 
leader of a Jewish army, decided to offer a sacrifice for the Jews who 
had died in battle. The Bible then tells us, “If he had not expected the 
fallen to rise again, it would have been superstitious and foolish to 
pray for the dead.” However, since he believed in the 
resurrection of the dead, “he had this atonement sacrifice 
offered for the dead, so that they might be released from their 
sins” (2 Maccabees 12:44, 45). 
 

The existence of Purgatory is a defined truth of the Catholic 
Faith. Those who die without the guilt of mortal sin, but with 
temporal punishment still due for their past offenses are 
cleansed after death in purgatorial or cleansing punishments. 
 

It is commonly believed that the principal suffering in  
Purgatory is the pain of loss. The souls are temporarily  
deprived of the Beatific Vision. 
 

Why are the Poor Souls in Purgatory? 
In order to understand why the Poor Souls are in Purgatory, as 
Catholics we should know what we believe about the double 
effect of every sin.  
 

1. Every time we sin, we lose more or less of God’s 
      grace. This we call “guilt.” 
2.   Every time we sin, we also incur a debt of pain.    
      This we call “penalty.” 

 

Mortal sins are called mortal because they deprive the 
sinner of sanctifying grace and the right to Heaven. Mortal 
sins also incur the debt of eternal punishment. 

 

When mortal sins are forgiven in the Sacrament of Penance, 
sanctifying grace is restored and the debt of eternal punishment 
is removed. But normally there is still temporal punishment to be 
expiated. Moreover, venial sins always carry with them a debt of 
temporal punishment, which is more or less remitted, depending 
on a person’s spiritual dispositions. 

 

This immediately tells us that because we are sinners we 
must expect to suffer in expiation for our sins. The choice 
we have is between patiently suffering here on earth or 
suffering in Purgatory after our bodily death. 



Catholic Traditions
 

“… stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught, 
either by an oral statement or by a letter of ours.”   2 Thess 2:15   

MENS CONFERENCE-still time to attend 
 

Men of the Cross presents Sons of the Father, Building the 
Kingdom, Catholic men’s conference, on Saturday, 
November 12, 2022 at the La Crosse Center . Cost is $45 
per person. For more information and to register go to 
menofthecross.org  

Requiescant in Pace: May they rest in peace. 

November is the month of All Souls, and in this column 
we will continue to reflect on the Last Things: Death, 
Judgment, Hell, and Heaven. This week: the Church’s 
teaching on Purgatory and Hell. 

What is Hell?  

We cannot be united with God unless we freely choose 
to love him. But we cannot love God if we sin gravely 
against him, against our neighbor or against ourselves: 
“He who does not love remains in death. Anyone who 
hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life abiding in him.” Our Lord warns 
us that we shall be separated from him if we fail to meet 
the serious needs of the poor and the little ones who are 
his brethren.  

“To die in mortal sin without repenting and accepting 
God’s merciful love means remaining separated from 
him for ever by our own free choice. This state of 
definitive self-exclusion from communion with God and 
the blessed is called ’hell’” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church #1033, hereafter CCC). 

“The chief punishment of hell is eternal separation from 
God, in whom alone man can possess the life and 
happiness for which he was created and for which he 
longs” (CCC #1035). 

“God predestines no one to go to hell; for this, a willful 
turning away from God (a mortal sin) is necessary, and 
persistence in it until the end” (CCC #1037). 

Let us always remember the Lord is merciful, he is 
always ready to forgive when we turn to him in 
repentance.  

What is Purgatory? 

“All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still 
imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal 
salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as 
to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of 
heaven” (CCC #1030). 

“The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final 
purification of the elect, which is entirely different from 
the punishment of the damned” (CCC #1032). 

Those in the state of Purgatory are only going to Heaven 
from there. This purification is a final cleansing before 
taking one’s place at the Table of the Heavenly Banquet, 
just as before coming to a fine dinner one must “wash 
up” before coming to the table. And just like in a family, 
some have more washing up to do than others. But 
those souls know that their place is ready for them, and 
though it may hurt, like cleaning up a wound, they would 
not trade those pains of purgatory for any earthly delight, 
knowing that their place is set with the Lord.  

“From the beginning the Church has honored the  
memory of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for  

them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus 
purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God. The 
Church also commends almsgiving, indulgences, and 
works of penance undertaken on behalf of the dead:   
Let us help and commemorate them...Let us not hesitate 
to help those who have died and to offer our prayers for 
them” (CCC #1032). 

 

This is why a Funeral Liturgy, celebrated at Mass is so 
important. It is the greatest charity to offer for our loved 
ones who have died, for it is the work of Christ himself. It 
is not a ‘celebration of life’ as worldly minded people call 
it, we really do pray for the souls of our loved ones and 
commend them to the mercy of God at a Funeral Mass 
(it’s called Mass, not service).  

In this month of November we pray for all the dead 
together at the Masses, but you can do so privately as 
well any time you pass a cemetery, or visit one, or say 
the “eternal rest” prayer at the end of meals.  

God bless you all, Father Robert Letona 

Prayer of St Gertrude to release 1000 souls from Purgatory 

FOR THE LADIES: THE ROSES OF SHARON  
Saturday, Nov. 19, 9:00—11:00 a.m. 

The Roses of Sharon is a women's group that meets 
monthly during the year.  We begin the meetings with 
praying the rosary and then launch into a presentation, 
book discussion or audiotape.  We meet in Murphy Hall 
after the Saturday 8:00 a.m. Mass.  We will be listening to a 
talk given by Bishop Athanasius Schneider on "The Holy 

Angels".  Women of all ages and nursing babies are welcome!  


