
 

November 13, 2022 - Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory 

SAINT JAMES THE LESS    
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

1032 Caledonia St 
La Crosse WI 54603 

 

STAFF 

Father Robert Letona 
Parochial Administrator  
(608) 782-7557, ext. 4 
SaintJamesLaCrosse@gmail.com  
 
Rev. Mr. Jason Hutzler 
Permanent Deacon,  
Director of Religious Education 
(608) 782-7557, ext. 5 
DeaconJ2064@gmail.com 
 
Georgia Stockman 
Sacred Music Director 
(716) 239-2822 
Soprano2468@aol.com 
 
Office: (608) 782-7557, ext. 3 
SaintJamesLaCrosse@gmail.com 
https://www.saintjameslax.com  
 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday  Closed 
Tuesday  9 AM to 5 PM 
Wednesday 9 AM to Noon 
Thursday  9 AM to 5 PM 
Friday  9 AM to 5 PM 
 

BULLETIN Deadline: Monday 9am 
 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 11-6-2022 
 

Envelopes, Plate & Vigils $6166.05 

Online Giving   $ 775.00 

Total  $6941.05 

 

Amount needed each week: $4000. 
 

MAKE DONATIONS ONLINE  
 

 To use Online Giving, visit our web-
site and click on  “Support Us:” 

www.saintjameslax.com  

Sign up to receive the bulletin in your 
email. Go to: Parishesonline.com, 
enter zip code only(54603), click on 

Saint James, then click on blue 
“subscribe” at mid-page on the right 

 

MONTHLY PARISH OPPORTUNITIES 

Join any of these events by simply attending. 

 

FOR MEN 
Knights of Columbus 2nd Wednesday, 7-8pm 

 

FOR MEN & BOYS 
Knights of Saint Joseph 1st Fr iday, 7-8pm 

 

FOR THE LADIES 
Roses of Sharon 3rd Saturday, 9-11am 

 

PCCW 2nd Tuesday, 5:30 Rosary, 6-7 Meeting 
 

FOR YOUNG LADIES 
Ragazze Coraggiose (Italian) Courageous 
Girls (English) 1st & 3rd Tuesdays,6-8pm 
 

FOR THE FAMILY 

 

Bible Study Every Monday, 6pm  

 

Family Catechesis Normally 1st & 3rd 
Wednesdays, 6:15-7:15pm  

 

Family Life Committee Contact Cher ie:email- 
cheriec1993@yahoo.com/Text 608-769-9412 

 

Mass Ushers Contact Gary Brauer 608-317-9885 

 

Readers at Mass Contact Tim Stockman 920-737-3682 

 

Mass Servers Contact Deacon Hutzler 608-385-2710 

 

Choir (ages 10 and up) Contact Georgia 
Stockman 716-239-2822 

tel:(608)%20782-7557
https://www.saintjameslax.com/


SERVANTS SCHEDULE 
 
 

 

Knights of the Altar:   
Please volunteer to serve  

whenever you are at Holy Mass 

Saturday, November 19- 4:30 p.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:   Frederick Ellis/Daniel Clements 
Ordinary Minister:      Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader: Bob Rusch 
Ushers:                 Geoffrey Alford/David Coppens 

Sunday, November 19- 7:30 a.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:  Knights 
Ordinary Minister:     Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader: Corry Cripe 
Ushers:                        Robert Rifenberg/Curt Riley/         
                                 Colin Riley/Steve Marx 

Sunday, November 19- 9:30 a.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:      Joseph and Dan Dobson 
Ordinary Minister:      Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader: Julio Marin 
Ushers:                        Gary Brauer /Don Seufzr / 
 John Dawidowski /Tom McConaghy 
Sunday,  November 20 - 11:30 a.m.  
Traditional Latin Mass 
Master of Ceremony:  William Coppernoll 
Thurifer:   Rhett Pronschinske 
Acolyte 1:  Reed Pronschinske 
Acolyte 2: David Zwibel  
Crucifer: Vincent Coppernoll 
Torchbearers: Parker Pronschinske/Konstantin Van 
 Hoof/Thomas Zwibel/Sam Zwibel/
 Weston Doll/ Isaac Coppernoll 

Rosary is prayed before Holy Mass M-F @ 7:35 am 
 

 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, November 14 
8:00 a.m. - † Joe and Arlene Schwabenbauer 
Tuesday, November 15 
8:00 a.m. - † Gregory Yehle 
Wednesday, November 16 
8:00 a.m. - † Thomas and Betty Baumgartner 
Thursday, November 17 
8:00 a.m. - † All the Souls in Purgatory  
Friday, November 18 
8:00 a.m. - Intentions of Rickie Fain 
Saturday, November 19 
8:00 a.m. - Intentions of Terry Carter Family    
4:30 p.m. - Intentions of Bernard Buchner 
Sunday, November 20, Christ the King 

  7:30 a.m. - The Parish Family of Saint James 
  9:30 a.m. - † Ronie Brauer 
11:30 a.m. - † Joe Wieser 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 

Adoration allows you to be in the real presence of the Lord where He 
pours grace into your soul. This week, plan to spend some quiet time in 
prayer before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on First Friday, from 9:00 AM 
to 2:45 PM. Contact  Elizabeth at 608-769-4014 to sign up for adoration 
hours. 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE  
 

Sin is an offense against God. When we sin, we lose our friendship with 
God. Sin is a personal act that may be committed by doing what God has 
forbidden or by failing to do what God has commanded. Sins may be 
mortal or venial; venial sin weakens our grace, whereas mortal sin totally 
removes all grace from our soul and we are said to be in a state of sin–in 
other words–in the camp of the devil. The Good News is that Confession 
brings us back into the state of grace, back into friendship with God. 
Seek the Sacrament of Confession at least monthly. 

Saturdays after morning Holy Mass and from 3:45 - 4:15 p.m. 

First Fridays after 8:00 a.m. Holy Mass. 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING 
 

Anointing of the Sick has three reasons to be administered: to heal 
spiritually and perhaps physically, to aid in accepting the illness and to 
prepare for death. When we are sick and possibly in danger of death, or 
actually facing imminent death, God’s grace from the Sacrament of 
Anointing strengthens our souls and bodies in this vulnerable state to 
help us to heal or to die in the state of grace. We often speak of the last 
Sacraments, they are the Sacraments of Confession, Anointing and the 
Holy Eucharist. If death is imminent, and the person is able, the 
Sacrament of Confession is before the Anointing, then the Holy 
Eucharist is given as viaticum, “food for the journey.”   

 

If you are seriously ill, have been sick for a long period of time, are 
advanced in age or are facing a serious surgery you should receive these 
Sacraments. Please call Father Letona at 608-782-7557, ext. 4, to make 

arrangements. 

VISITATION OF THE SICK 

If you or a family member become hospitalized or homebound 
because of illness and would like to be visited, call Father Robert Letona 
at 608-782-7557, ext. 4, to make arrangements. 

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS   
Monday-Friday  8:00 am Novus Ordo (Ordinary Form) 
Saturday              8:00 am Extraordinary Form 
                        4:30 pm Vigil - Novus Ordo 
Sunday Masses    7:30 am Novus Ordo  
                         9:30 am Novus Ordo 
                       11:30 am Extraordinary Form 

+ Banns of Marriage + 
 

   Matthew Quinlan and Gabriela Dixon     
 

       November 19, 2022 

Graces  From Adoration 
Artist: Michael LaVoy 

  

Clair and Susan Norris  
Please keep Clair in your prayers as he recovers his health. 



The following abbreviated interview on Purgatory is taken from 
Maria Simma’s book. The Church has not pronounced on the alleged 
appearances of holy souls in Purgatory to Maria Simma, but because 
these would be considered private revelations, they do not belong to the 
Deposit of Faith; therefore, we are not obligated to believe them 
(Catechism No. 67).Because her book has an imprimatur, it means it has 
been reviewed by Church officials and found to have nothing in it that 
contradicts the Catholic Faith; therefore, reading the book is 
permissible. 

The Amazing Secret of the Souls in Purgatory 

Purgatory is a delay imposed by our impurity, a delay before God's 
embrace, a wound of love which causes intense suffering 

 

Maria Simma was born on February 2, 1915 in Austria, the second 
of eight children to a poor peasant farm family who lived a “hand to 
mouth” existence. They were humble Catholic country folk who 
possessed a simple yet very devout faith in God. At around age 7, 
Maria felt a strong call to help others, through prayer and sacrifice in 
the religious life as a nun, or as a lay missionary. She told her mother 
that she would never marry, saying “It is firm inside of me-either I 
will enter the convent or I will work somewhere else in the world 
where I can help others.” 

 

However, at age 8 she fell very sick with pleurisy and pneumonia 
and this damaged and weakened her health for many years afterwards. Yet 
the call and desire to serve God by helping others continued to grow. 
Starting at age 17 she entered 3 different convents and in each the mother 
superiors informed her that she was too weak and sickly for the rigors of 
religious life in their particular convent, and thus she was obligated to 
leave. With the last refusal she realized that God did not want her as a 
nun, but that her apostolate was to be an unmarried layperson living “in the 
world” amongst her fellow countrymen. She lived each moment in a spirit 
of love, prayer and devotion to God and her neighbor, living out her 
Catholic Faith to the best of her ability. At a young age her mother had 
taught her to pray frequently for the poor souls in Purgatory so this too was 
something that was a part of her life since childhood. 

 

The Interview with Maria Simma 

 

Maria, Can you tell us how you were visited for the first time by a 
soul in Purgatory? 
Maria Simma: Yes, it was in 1940. One night, around 3 or 4 o’clock in 
the morning, I heard someone coming into my bedroom. This woke me 
up; I looked to see who on earth could have walked into my bedroom. 

 

Were you afraid? 
Maria Simma: No, I’m not at all the fearful. Even when I was a little 
child, my mother said I was a special child because I was never afraid. 

 

So, that night…tell us! 
Maria Simma: Well, I saw a complete stranger. He walked back 
and forth slowly. I said to him severely: “How did you get in here? 
Go away!” But he continued to walk impatiently around the 
bedroom, as if he hadn’t heard. So, I asked him again; “What are you 
doing?” but as he still didn’t answer, I jumped out of the bed and 
tried to grab him, but I grasped only air. There was nothing there, So I 
went back to bed, but again I heard him pacing back and forth. I wondered 
how I could see this man, but I couldn’t grab him. I rose again to hold onto 
him and stop him walking around; again, I grasped only emptiness. 
Puzzled, I went back to bed. He didn’t come back, but I couldn’t get back 
to sleep. The next day, after Mass, I went to see my spiritual director and 
told him everything. He told me that if this should happen, I shouldn’t ask, 
“Who are you? but “What do you want from me?” The following night, 
the man returned, definitely the same man. I asked him, “What do you 
want from me?” He replied: “Have three Masses celebrated for me and I 
will be delivered.” So, I understood that it was a soul in Purgatory. My 
spiritual father confirmed this. He also advised me never to turn away the 
poor souls, but to accept with generosity whatever they asked of me. 

 

And afterwards, the visits continued? 
Maria Simma: Yes. For several years, there were only three or four 
souls, above all in November. Afterwards, there were more.  

 

What do these souls ask of you? 
Maria Simma: In most cases, they ask to have Masses celebrated and 

Interview will continue on next page  

FOR THE FAMILY 
 

Building up the Church, The Mystical Body of Christ,     
One Family at a Time! 

 

Catholic Family Catechesis at Saint James meets Wednesday, 
November 16, 6:15-7:15 PM in Murphy Hall. We will be using the 
Our Lady of the Rosary Family Catechesis (olrfamilycatechism.com), 

a FREE online video catechism course which provides children and 
their families with the unique opportunity to learn the timeless 
truths of the Catholic Faith according to the classic Baltimore 
Catechism. 

     

Please join us for Catholic Family Catechesis on Wednesday, November 
16. Come at 5:45 p.m. for some light refreshments. Catholic Family 
Catechesis is free of charge and is facilitated by volunteer Marian 
catechist Luna Chou.  Our parish priest, Father Letona, supports and 
encourages participation in this program of catechesis for the whole 
family. Please email lfchou27@gmail.com for more information. All 
are welcome! 

 

From Lesson 3 of the Baltimore Catechism:  
Q. Are the three Divine Persons equal in all things? A. The three Divine 
Persons (the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost) are equal in all things.   
Q. Are the three Divine Persons one and the same God? A. The three 
Divine Persons are one and the same God, having one and the same 
Divine nature and substance.  
Q. Can we fully understand how the three Divine Persons are one and 
the same God? A. We cannot fully understand how the three Divine 
Persons are one and the same God, because this is a Mystery*.  
Q. What is a Mystery*? A. A Mystery is a Truth which we cannot fully 
understand.  
 
*Mystery: A Divinely Revealed Truth whose very possibility cannot be 
rationally conceived before it is revealed and, after Revelation, whose 
inner essence cannot be fully understood by the finite mind.                      
-- Father John A. Hardon, S.J. 
 

FOR THE LADIES 
THE ROSES OF SHARON  

Saturday, Nov. 19, 9:00—11:00 a.m. 
The Roses of Sharon is a women's group that meets 
monthly during the year.  We begin the meetings with 
praying the rosary and then launch into a presentation, 
book discussion or audiotape.  We meet in Murphy Hall 
after the Saturday 8:00 a.m. Mass.  We will be listening to a 
talk given by Bishop Athanasius Schneider on "The Holy 

Angels." Women of all ages and nursing babies are welcome!  

 

ATTENTION: 

Aunts, Uncles, Moms, Dads, Grandmas, Grandpas  

Do you have a hobby or talent you would like to share? 
Maybe it's ice fishing, woodworking, crochet or getting 
out and caroling for the holidays. Help expand our parish 
social network by sharing your passion and knowledge 
with others. Host a family life event!  

See the display board in Murphy Hall and add your name 
to the contact list. We need you! 

Questions contact Cherie Clements at: 
cheriec1993@yahoo.com or  text 608-769-9412. 

http://olrfamilycatechism.com/
mailto:lfchou27@gmail.com


Maria Simma: Sins against charity, against the love of one’s 
neighbor, hardness of heart, hostility, slandering, calumny — all 
these things. Saying wicked things and calumny are among the worst 
blemishes which require a long purification? Yes. 

Here, Maria gives us an example of differences of the lengths of time 
of purification. She had been asked to find out if a woman and a man 
were in Purgatory. To the great astonishment of those who had asked, 
the woman was already in Heaven and the man was in Purgatory. In 
fact, this woman had died while undergoing an abortion, whereas the 
man often went to church and apparently lead a worthy, devout life. So 
Maria searched for more information, thinking she’d been mistaken — 
but no, it was true. They had died at practically the same moment, but 
the woman had experienced deep repentance, and was very humble, 
whereas the man criticized everyone; he was always complaining and 
saying bad things about others. This is why his Purgatory lasted so long. 
And Maria concluded: “We mustn’t judge on appearances.” 

Other sins against charity are all our rejection of certain people we do not 
like, our refusals to make peace, our refusals to forgive, and all the 
bitterness we store inside. Maria illustrated this point with another 
example. It’s the story of a woman she knew very well. This lady died and 
was in Purgatory, in the most terrible Purgatory, with the most atrocious 
sufferings. And when she came to Maria, she explained why: She had had 
a female friend; between them arose a great enmity, caused by herself. She 
had maintained this enmity for years and years, even though her friend had 
many times asked for peace, for reconciliation, but each time she refused. 
When she fell gravely ill, she continued to close her heart, to refuse the 
reconciliation offered by her friend, right up to her deathbed. I believe that this 
example has great significance concerning rancor which is maintained. And 
our words, too, can be destructive; we can never emphasize enough how much 
a critical or bitter word can truly kill — but also, on the contrary, how much a 
word can heal. 

Maria, please tell us: who are those who have the greatest chance of 
going straight to Heaven? 

Maria Simma: Those who have a good heart towards everyone. 
Love covers a multitude of sins. 

Yes, Saint Paul himself tells us this! What are the means which we 
can take on earth to avoid Purgatory and go straight to Heaven? 

Maria Simma: We must do a great deal for the souls in Purgatory, for 
they help us in their turn. We must have much humility; this is the greatest 
weapon against evil, against the Evil One. Humility drives evil away. 

I can’t resist telling you a very lovely testimony of Father Berlioux 
(who wrote a wonderful book on the souls in Purgatory), concerning the 
help offered by these souls to those who relieve them by their prayer and 
suffrages. He tells the story of a person particularly devoted to the poor 
souls who had consecrated her life to their relief. 

“At the hour of her death, she was attacked with fury by the demon who saw 
her at the point of escaping from him. It seemed that the entire abyss was united 
against her, surrounding her with its infernal troops. “The dying woman 
struggled excruciatingly for some time when suddenly she saw entering her 
apartment, a crowd of unknown people of dazzling beauty, who put the demon 
to flight and, approaching her bed, spoke to her with the most heavenly 
encouragement and consolations. With her last breath, in great joy, she cried; 
‘Who are you? Who are you, please, you should do so much good to me?” 

“The benevolent visitors replied: ‘We are inhabitants of Heaven, whom 
your help has led to Beatitude. And we in our turn come in gratitude to help 
you cross the threshold of eternity and rescue you from this place of anguish to 
bring you into the joy of the Holy City.’ 

“At these words, a smile lit up the face of the dying woman, her eyes 
closed and she fell asleep in the peace of the Lord. Her soul, pure as a 
dove, presented to the Lord of lords, found as many protectors and 
advocates as souls she had delivered, and recognized worthy of glory, she 
entered in triumph, among the applause and blessings of all those she had 
rescued from Purgatory. May we, one day, have the same happiness.” 

The souls delivered by our prayer are extremely grateful: they help us 
in our lives; it’s most perceptible. I strongly recommend that you 
experience this yourself! They do help us; they know our needs and 
obtain many graces for us. 

This interview will continue in next weeks bulletin 

Maria Simma: In most cases, they ask to have Masses celebrated 
and that one be present at these Masses; they ask to have the rosary 
said and also that one make the Stations of the Cross. At this point, the 
major question is raised: What exactly is Purgatory? I’d say that it’s a 
marvelous invention of God. Let me give you an image which is my 
own. Suppose that one day a door opens, and a splendid being appears, 
extremely beautiful, of a beauty that has never been seen on earth. You 
are fascinated, overwhelmed by this being of light and beauty, even 
more so that this being shows that he is madly in love with you — 
you have never dreamed of being loved so much. You sense too that 
he has a great desire to draw you to him, to be one with you. And the 
fire of love which burns in your heart impels you to throw yourself 
into his arms. But wait — you realize at this moment that you haven’t 
washed for months and months, that you smell bad; your nose is 
running, your hair is greasy and matted, there are big dirty stains on 
your clothes, etc. So, you say to yourself, “No, I just can’t present 
myself in this state. First, I must go and wash: a good shower, then 
straight away I’ll come back.” 

But the love which has been born in your heart is so intense, so 
burning, so strong, that this delay for the shower is absolutely 
unbearable. And the pain of the absence, even if it only lasts for a 
couple of minutes, is an atrocious wound in the heart, proportional to the 
intensity of the revelation of the love — it is a “love-wound.” 

Purgatory is exactly this. It’s a delay imposed by our impurity, a 
delay before God’s embrace, a wound of love which causes intense 
suffering, a waiting, if you like, a nostalgia for love. It is precisely 
this burning, this longing which cleanses us of whatever is still 
impure in us. Purgatory is a place of desire, a mad desire for God, 
desire for this God whom we already know, for we have seen him, 
but with whom we are not yet united. 

Now I am going to ask Maria to clarify a fundamental point: Maria, 
do the souls in Purgatory have, nevertheless, joy and hope in the 
midst of their suffering? 

Maria Simma: Yes. No soul would want to come back from 
Purgatory to the earth. They have knowledge which is infinitely 
beyond ours. They just could not decide to return to the darkness of 
the earth. Here we see the difference from the suffering that we know 
on earth. In Purgatory, even if the pain of the soul is terrible, there is 
the certitude of living forever with God. It’s an unshakeable certitude. 
The joy is greater than the pain. There is nothing on earth which could 
make them want to live here again, where one is never sure of anything. 

Maria, can you tell us now if it is God who sends a soul into 
Purgatory, or if the soul itself decides to go there? 

Maria Simma: It is the soul itself which wants to go to Purgatory, in 
order to be pure before going to Heaven. The souls in Purgatory adhere 
fully to God’s will; they rejoice in the good, they desire our good and  they 
love very much: they love God, and they love us too. They are perfectly 
united to the Spirit of God, the light of God. 

Maria, at the moment of death, does one see God in full light or in an 
obscure manner? 

Maria Simma: In a manner still obscure, but, all the same, in such 
brightness that this is enough to cause great longing. Actually, it’s such a 
dazzling brightness compared with the darkness of the earth! And it’s 
still nothing compared with the full light the soul will know when it 
arrives in Heaven. Here we can refer to “near death experiences.” 
The soul is drawn by this light that it is agony for it to return to earth 
in its body, after this experience. 

Charity covers a multitude of sins 

Maria, can you tell us what the role of Our Lady is with the souls in 
Purgatory? 

Maria Simma: She comes often to console them and to tell them 
they have done many good things. She encourages them. 

Are there any days in particular on which she delivers them? 

Maria Simma: Above all, Christmas Day, All Saints Day, Good 
Friday, the Feast of the Assumption, and the Ascension of Jesus. 

Maria, why does one go to Purgatory? What are the sins which most 
lead to Purgatory? 



Catholic Traditions
 

“… stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught, 
either by an oral statement or by a letter of ours.”   2 Thess 2:15   

Saint Hubert Prayer 

Holy St. Hubert, you were 
Passionate about hunting, 
But upon hearing the voice of 
the Lord, You laid down your 
bow and took up the call to 
the priesthood. By the miracles 
and conversions brought about 
through your intercession and 
example, you led others to 
adore and love God. With 
great devotion and confidence 
in your powerful assistance, I 
beg the grace to grow in 
holiness and embrace the gift 
of serious Christian 
Discipleship. I ask this in the 
Most Holy Name of Jesus 
Christ, our King and our God!  Amen. 

Prayer for Father Letona in Honor of 
the Anniversary of his Ordination 

November 7, 2009 

 

St. Therese of Lisieux’s Prayer for Priests 

O Jesus, eternal Priest, keep your priests 
within the shelter of Your Sacred Heart, 
where no one may touch them. Keep 
unstained their anointed hands, which daily 
touch Your Sacred Body. Keep unsullied 
their lips, daily purpled with your Precious 
Blood. Keep pure and unearthly their hearts, 
sealed with the sublime mark of the 
priesthood. Let Your holy love surround 
them and shield them from the world’s 
contagion. Bless their labors with abundant 
fruit and may the souls to whom they 

minister be their joy and consolation here and in Heaven their 
beautiful and everlasting crown. 

 
From Our Pastor Continued ... 
 

but that even our “mortal bodies” (Rom 8:11) will come to life 
again. This is one reason we treat the bodies of our deceased 
with great care, they will rise again in glory. Even if the body is 
cremated we treat the remains with dignity and bury them in 
sacred ground, it is forbidden for Catholics to scatter the ashes, 
make jewelry out of the ashes, and/or keep the ashes in the 
home, because of our Faith in the resurrection. “We are dust, and 
to dust we shall return, but the Lord Jesus will transform our 
bodies to be like his in glory... [He] will raise up our brother/
sister on the Last Day.” (Rite of Committal) 

What is Heaven? “Eternal life with God; communion of life and 
love with the Trinity and all the blessed. This perfect life with 
the Most Holy Trinity—this communion of life and love with the 
Trinity, with the Virgin Mary, the angels and all the blessed—is 
called “heaven.” Heaven is the ultimate end and fulfillment of 
the deepest human longings, the state of supreme, definitive hap-
piness.” (CCC 1024) 

"This mystery of blessed communion with God and all who are 
in Christ is beyond all understanding and description. Scripture 
speaks of it in images: life, light, peace, wedding feast, wine of 
the kingdom, the Father’s house, the heavenly Jerusalem, paradise: 
‘no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what 
God has prepared for those who love him.’” (CCC 1027) 

At the final judgment and the resurrection of the dead, not only 
will the blessed be in Heaven in spirit, or soul, but also in body.  

“At the end of time, the Kingdom of God will come in its  
fullness. Then the just will reign with Christ for ever, glorified in 
body and soul, and the material universe itself will be  
transformed. God will then be ‘all in all’ (1 Cor 15:28), in 
eternal life.” (CCC 1060) 

Father Robert Letona  

From Our Pastor 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

As we near the end of the Church year and approach the season 
of Advent, the readings have been increasingly focused on the 
Lord’s return. This week, Jesus teaches that his disciples will be 
persecuted as a necessary prelude to the “parousia,” that is, the 
Lord’s return (Luke 21:5-29). Through their perseverance, they 
will emerge victorious when the Lord comes again (Malachi 
3:19-20, Psalm 98:5-9). As we await the Day of Days, we must 
conscientiously, faithfully, and lovingly fulfill our Christian duties 
and obligations (2 Thess 3:7-12).  

There are two ”judgments” we must acknowledge: 

The Particular Judgment: The eternal retribution received by 
each soul at the moment of death, in accordance with that person’s 
faith and works. (Catechism) “Retribution” sounds like punishment or 
revenge. However, the Latin meaning of “re tribuere” simply means 
giving back, or paying someone what is due. We will all, each of 
us, stand before the Lord at our own particular judgment to give 
an accounting of our lives.  

“There is but one good; that is God. Everything else is good when it 
looks to Him and bad when it turns from Him.”  (C.S. Lewis) 

The Last Judgment: God’s triumph over the revolt of evil, after 
the final cosmic upheaval of this passing world. Preceded by the 
resurrection of the dead, it will coincide with the second coming 
of Christ in glory at the end of time, disclose good and evil, and 
reveal the meaning of salvation history and the providence of 
God by which justice has triumphed over evil. 

“There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to 
God, ‘Thy will be done,’ and those to whom God says, in the 
end, ‘Thy will be done.’” (C.S. Lewis) 

What is the Resurrection of the Dead? The raising of the 
righteous, who will live forever with the risen Christ, on the Last 
Day. The eleventh article of the Creed states, “I believe in the 
resurrection of the body.” The resurrection of the body means 
not only that the immortal soul will live on after death,  


