
 

November , 2022 - Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory 

SAINT JAMES THE LESS    
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

1032 Caledonia St 
La Crosse WI 54603 

 

STAFF 

Father Robert Letona 
Parochial Administrator  
(608) 782-7557, ext. 4 
SaintJamesLaCrosse@gmail.com  
 
Rev. Mr. Jason Hutzler 
Permanent Deacon,  
Director of Religious Education 
(608) 782-7557, ext. 5 
DeaconJ2064@gmail.com 
 
Georgia Stockman 
Sacred Music Director 
(716) 239-2822 
Soprano2468@aol.com 
 
Office: (608) 782-7557, ext. 3 
SaintJamesLaCrosse@gmail.com 
https://www.saintjameslax.com  
 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday   Closed 
Tuesday  9 AM to 5 PM 
Wednesday 9 AM to Noon 
Thursday  9 AM to 5 PM 
Friday  9 AM to 5 PM 
 

BULLETIN Deadline: Monday 9am 
 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 11-13-2022 
 

Envelopes, Plate & Vigils $2587.00 

Online Giving   $ 515.00 

Total  $3102.00 

 

Amount needed each week: $4000. 
 

MAKE DONATIONS ONLINE  
 

 To use Online Giving, visit our web-
site and click on  “Support Us:” 

www.saintjameslax.com  

Sign up to receive the bulletin in your 
email. Go to: Parishesonline.com, 
enter zip code only(54603), click on 

Saint James, then click on blue 
“subscribe” at mid-page on the right 

 

MONTHLY PARISH OPPORTUNITIES 

Join any of these events by simply attending. 

 

FOR MEN 
Knights of Columbus 2nd Wednesday, 7-8pm 

 

FOR MEN & BOYS 
Knights of Saint Joseph 1st Fr iday, 7-8pm 

 

FOR THE LADIES 
Roses of Sharon 3rd Saturday, 9-11am 

 

PCCW 2nd Tuesday, 5:30 Rosary, 6-7 Meeting 
 

FOR YOUNG LADIES 
Ragazze Coraggiose (Italian) Courageous 
Girls (English) 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 6-8pm 
 

FOR THE FAMILY 

 

Adoration 1st Fr idays, 9am to 2:45pm 
Bible Study Every Monday, 6pm(not in summer) 

 

Family Catechesis Nov. 30 & Dec. 14, on 
Wednesday, 6:15-7:15pm 

  

Family Life Committee Contact Cher ie:email- 
cheriec1993@yahoo.com/Text 608-769-9412 

 

Mass Ushers Contact Gary Brauer 608-317-9885 

Readers at Mass Contact Tim Stockman 920-737-3682 

Mass Servers Contact Deacon Hutzler 608-385-2710 

 

Choir (ages 10 and up) Contact Georgia 
Stockman 716-239-2822 

 

November 20, 2022 - Christ the King of the Universe   (p. 721)  

November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory 

tel:(608)%20782-7557
https://www.saintjameslax.com/


SERVANTS SCHEDULE 
 
 

 

Knights of the Altar:  Please volunteer to serve  
whenever you are at Holy Mass 

Saturday, November 26- 4:30 p.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:   Frederick Ellis/Daniel Clements 
Ordinary Minister:      Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader: Larry Graf 
Ushers:                 Geoffrey Alford/David Coppens  

 

Sunday, November 27- 7:30 a.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:   Knights 
Ordinary Minister:      Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader:  Cory Cripe 
Ushers:                        Robert Rifenberg/Curt Riley/    
 Colin Riley/Steve Marx 

 

Sunday, November 27- 9:30 a.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:      Weston, Vance, Kolbe LaVoy 
Ordinary Minister:      Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader: Sharon Dawidowski 
Ushers:                        Gary Brauer /John Koelbl / 
 John Dawidowski /Tom McConaghy 
Sunday, November 27 - 11:30 a.m. Traditional Latin Mass 
Traditional Latin Mass 
Master of Ceremony:  Henry Olson 
Thurifer:   Leo Olson 
Acolyte 1:  Michael Heilman 
Acolyte 2: Paul Heilman  
Crucifer: William Olson 
Torchbearers: Johannes Miles/John Heilman/ 
 Theo Meinholz/RayMeinholz/ 
 Andrew Dixon 

Rosary is prayed before Holy Mass M-F @ 7:35 am 
 

 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, November 21 
8:00 a.m. - Living & deceased of Karl & Mary Apel Family 
Tuesday, November 22 
8:00 a.m. - Intentions of Father James Altman 
Wednesday, November 23 
8:00 a.m. - Intentions of Greg & Joan Stellrecht 
Thursday, November 24 
8:00 a.m. - Intention for the United States of America  
Friday, November 25 
8:00 a.m. -  Intention for the Catholic Church 
Saturday, November 26 
8:00 a.m. - Intentions Mary Langlois  
4:30 p.m. - † Ed and Caroline Flottmeyer 
Sunday, November 27, First Sunday in Advent 
  7:30 a.m. - The Parish Family of Saint James 
  9:30 a.m. - † Matt & Dorothy Koelbl 
11:30 a.m. - † Joe Wieser 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 

Adoration allows you to be in the real presence of the Lord where He 
pours grace into your soul. This week, plan to spend some quiet time in 
prayer before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on First Friday, from 9:00 AM 
to 2:45 PM. Contact  Elizabeth at 608-769-4014 to sign up for adoration 
hours. 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE  
 

Sin is an offense against God. When we sin, we lose our friendship with 
God. Sin is a personal act that may be committed by doing what God has 
forbidden or by failing to do what God has commanded. Sins may be 
mortal or venial; venial sin weakens our grace, whereas mortal sin totally 
removes all grace from our soul and we are said to be in a state of sin–in 
other words–in the camp of the devil. The Good News is that Confession 
brings us back into the state of grace, back into friendship with God. 
Seek the Sacrament of Confession at least monthly. 

Saturdays after morning Holy Mass and from 3:45 - 4:15 p.m. 

First Fridays after 8:00 a.m. Holy Mass. 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING 
 

Sacrament of Anointing has three reasons to be administered: to heal 
spiritually and perhaps physically, to aid in accepting the illness and to 
prepare for death. When we are sick and possibly in danger of death, or 
actually facing imminent death, God’s grace from the Sacrament of 
Anointing strengthens our souls and bodies in this vulnerable state to 
help us to heal or to die in the state of grace. We often speak of the last 
Sacraments, they are the Sacraments of Confession, Anointing and the 
Holy Eucharist. If death is imminent, and the person is able, the 
Sacrament of Confession is before the Anointing, then the Holy 
Eucharist is given as viaticum, “food for the journey.”   

 

If you are seriously ill, have been sick for a long period of time, are 
advanced in age or are facing a serious surgery you should receive these 
Sacraments. Please call Father Letona at 608-782-7557, ext. 4, to make 

arrangements. 

VISITATION OF THE SICK 

If you or a family member become hospitalized or homebound 
because of illness and would like to be visited, call Father Robert Letona 
at 608-782-7557, ext. 4, to make arrangements. 

TIME CHANGE, FIRST SATURDAY MASS   
There will be a Traditional Latin Mass on Saturday, December 
3 at 7:00 a.m. This Mass will replace the normally 
scheduled 8:00 a.m. Mass. The Rorate Mass is a traditional 
Advent devotion, wherein the Votive Mass of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary is offered just before dawn. The Rorate Mass is 
lit  only by candlelight as we prepare for the coming of the 
True Light of the world.  

 

Normal Mass Times: 
Monday-Friday   8:00 am Novus Ordo (Ordinary Form) 
Saturday              8:00 am Extraordinary Form  
                       4:30 pm Vigil - Novus Ordo 
Sunday Masses   7:30 am Novus Ordo /  
  9:30 am Novus Ordo 
                       11:30 am Extraordinary Form 

+  Requiescat in Pace  + 
Our parishioner, Mark A. Carey passed away October 25. 
Let us pray: Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord, and let Your 
perpetual light shine upon him. May his soul and the souls of 
all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen.  

Graces  From Adoration 
Artist: Michael LaVoy 

  

Jessica Lee Marks 



The Amazing Secret of the Souls in Purgatory 

Continued from November 13 bulletin 

The following abbreviated interview on Purgatory is taken from 
Maria Simma’s book. The Church has not pronounced on the alleged 
appearances of holy souls in Purgatory to Maria Simma, but because 
these would be considered private revelations, they do not belong to the 
Deposit of Faith; therefore, we are not obligated to believe them 
(Catechism No. 67).Because her book has an imprimatur, it means it has 
been reviewed by Church officials and found to have nothing in it that 
contradicts the Catholic Faith; therefore, reading the book is permissible. 

Offer a Mass for them 

Maria, can you now tell us what are the most effective means to help 
deliver the souls in Purgatory? 

Maria Simma: The most efficient means is the Mass. 

Why the Mass? 

Maria Simma: Because it is Christ offering himself to God out of love 
for  us, the most beautiful offering. The priest is God’s representative, but 
it is God himself who offers himself and sacrifices himself for us. The 
efficacy of the Mass for the deceased is even greater for those who 
attached great value to the Mass during their lives. If  they attended Mass 
and  prayed with all their hearts, if they even went to Mass on weekdays 
they draw great profit from Masses celebrated for them. Here, too, one 
harvests what one has sown. A soul in Purgatory sees very clearly on 
the day of his funeral if we really pray for him or if we have simply 
made an act of presence to show we were there. The poor souls say 
that tears are no good to them, only prayer. Often, they complain that 
people go to a funeral without addressing a single prayer to God, 
while shedding many tears; this is useless! 

“My children, when we want to deliver from Purgatory a soul dear 
to us, let us offer to God, through the Holy Sacrifice, His Beloved 
Son with all the merits of His death and Passion. He will not be able 
to refuse us anything.” 

Don’t waste your earthly sufferings 

There is another means, very powerful, to help the poor souls; the offering 
of our sufferings, our penance, such as fasting, renunciations, etc., — and 
of course involuntary suffering like illness or mourning. 

Maria, you have been invited many times to suffer for the poor souls, 
in order to deliver them. Can you tell us what you have experienced 
and undergone during these times? 

Maria Simma: The first time, a soul asked me if I wouldn’t mind 
suffering for three hours in my body, for her, and that afterwards I 
could resume working. I said to myself: “If it will all be over after 
three hours, I could accept it.” During these three hours, I had the 
impression that they lasted three days, it was so painful. But at the 
end, I looked at my watch and I saw that it had only lasted three hours. 
The soul told me that by accepting that suffering with love for three 
hours, I had saved her twenty years of Purgatory! 

Yes, but why did you suffer for only three hours to avoid twenty years of 
Purgatory? What did your sufferings have that was worth more? 

Maria Simma: It is because suffering on earth does not have the 
same value. On earth, when we suffer; we can grow in love, we can 
gain merits, which is not the case with the sufferings in Purgatory. In 
Purgatory, the sufferings serve only to purify us from sin. On earth, we 
have all the graces. We have the freedom to choose. 

All this is so encouraging because it gives an extraordinary meaning 
to our suffering; the suffering which is offered, voluntary or 
involuntary, even the smallest sacrifices we can make, suffering or 
sickness, mourning, disappointment…if we live them with patience, if 
we welcome them in humility, these sufferings can have an unheard 
of power to help souls. The best thing to do, Maria tells us, is to unite 
our sufferings to those of Jesus, by placing them in the hands of 
Mary. She is the one who know best how to use them, since often we 
ourselves do not know the most urgent needs around us. All this, of 
course, Mary will give back to us at the hour of our death. You see, 
these sufferings offered will be our most precious treasures in the other 
world. We must remind each other of this and encourage each other 
when we suffer. 

Interview continued on next page 

 
 

November 27 is the First Week of Advent 
 

Advent Wreath Prayer  
 

During the Advent season families should spend time together 
preparing for the approaching celebration of the birth of Christ. An 
Advent wreath can be a great focal point for family prayers and holiday 
celebrations. An Advent wreath is a wreath of laurel, spruce or similar 
foliage with four candles that are lighted successively in the weeks of 
Advent to symbolize the light that the birth of Christ brought into the 
world. Traditionally three of the candles are purple, the color of kings 
and of penance. A rose-colored candle is used to mark the Third Sunday of 
Advent as a time to rejoice over the closeness of Christmas and the 
coming of Christ. Children love the beauty of the simple traditional 
ceremony. Lighting candles in an Advent Wreath is a simple way to start a 
tradition of family worship in the home.  
 

Those who participate will cherish the experience all their 
lives. Each day your family should gather around the Advent 
wreath, generally before the evening meal. The proper number of 
candles are then lighted and a prayer is said. 
 

FIRST WEEK  
 

The following prayer should be repeated each day during the first 
week. After the prayer the first purple candle is lit  
 

Leader: O Lord, stir up Thy might, we beg Thee, and come, 
that by Thy protection we may deserve to be rescued from the 
threatening dangers of our sins and saved by Thy deliverance. 
Through Christ our Lord.   

All: Amen. 
 

The candle is allowed to burn during evening meals for the first week.  

How Squanto saved the First Thanksgiving 
 

The Catholic Native American helped the starving Pilgrims 
grow food. Many are familiar with the famous story of the first 
Thanksgiving. It centers on the religious Pilgrims fleeing from 
England and forming a colony at Plymouth, Massachusetts. 
Once there, a Native American tribe helps them grow food, 
and in November of 1621, the two groups come together for a 
harvest celebration. 
 

What you may not have known is that a Catholic Native 
American was behind it all. 
 

Before the Mayflower landed, a Native American man named 
Squanto was first captured by Captain George Weymouth in 1605 
as he was exploring the coast of Massachusetts. Squanto was 
brought back to England and trained to be an interpreter. He then 
returned to the New World in 1614 with John Smith (think 
Pocahontas), possibly as a guide. However, Smith left Squanto 
there and an associate of his (Thomas Hunt) kidnapped him with 
hopes of selling him and other natives in Spain. 
 

When he arrived in Spain, Squanto escaped the captivity of 
John Hunt and lived with Franciscan Friars for a few years. 
He was baptized and eventually left the monastery, hoping to 
return to his homeland. He reached England in 1619 and was 
able to board a ship back to Massachusetts and searched for 
his former tribe, discovering that they all died from smallpox. 
 

Then the Pilgrims came in 1620 and a few months later in 1621 
discovered, to their astonishment, a Native American who knew 
English (enter, Squanto). He came to their rescue and taught them 
everything: how to grow corn, squash and even where to fish. 
 

Squanto became vital to the survival of the Pilgrim colony and was 
a valued interpreter. He died two years later and William Bradford, 
governor of Plymouth, said that he was, “a special instrument sent 
of God for their good beyond their expectation.” 
 

Some historians believe that the Pilgrims would have died before 
celebrating their first Thanksgiving if it wasn’t for Squanto.  

 

By Philip Kosloski at Aleteia.org  



shows that a single moment of humility, of repentance at the moment of 
death, can save us. This doesn’t mean that she did not go to Purgatory, 
but she avoided Hell which she perhaps deserved thought her impiety.  

Maria, I would like to ask you: at the moment of death, is there a 
time in which the soul still has the chance to turn towards God, even 
after a sinful life, before entering into eternity — a time, if you like, 
between apparent death and real death? 

Maria Simma: Yes, yes, the Lord gives several minutes to each one, 
in order to regret his sins and to decide: I accept or I do not accept to 
go see God. There, we see a film of our lives. I knew a man who 
believed in the Church’s teachings, but not in eternal life. One day, 
he fell gravely ill, and slid into a coma. He saw himself in a room 
with a board on which all his deeds were written, the good and the 
bad. Then the board disappeared as well as the walls of the room, and 
it was infinitely beautiful. Then he woke up from his coma and 
decided to change his life. This is very much like the testimonies of 
“near death experiences;” the experience of the supernatural light is such 
that people can no longer live afterwards as they had lived before. 

Maria, at the moment of death, does God reveal himself with the 
same intensity to all souls? 

Maria Simma: Each one is given knowledge of his life and also the 
suffering to come; but it is not the same for everyone. The intensity 
of the Lord’s revelation depends on each one’s life. 

Maria, does the devil have permission to attack us at the moment of death? 

Maria Simma: Yes, but man also has the grace to resist him, to push 
him away. So, if man does not want anything to do with him, the 
devil can do nothing. 

That’s good news! When someone knows he is going to die soon, 
what is for him the best way to get prepared? 

Maria Simma: To abandon himself totally to the Lord. Offer all his 
sufferings. Be completely happy in God. 

And what attitude should one have before someone who is going to 
die? What is the best that one can do for him? 

Maria Simma: Pray hard! Prepare him for death; one must speak the truth. 

Maria, what advice would you give to anyone who wants to become a 
saint here on earth? 

Maria Simma: Be very humble. We must not be occupied with 
ourselves. Pride is evil’s greatest trap. 

Maria, please tell us: can one ask the Lord to do one’s Purgatory on 
earth, in order not to have to do it after death? 

Maria Simma: Yes. I knew a priest and a young woman who were 
both ill with tuberculosis in the hospital. The young woman said to 
the priest: “Let’s ask the Lord to be able to suffer on earth as much as 
necessary in order to go straight to Heaven.” The Priest replied that 
he himself didn’t dare to ask for this. Nearby was a religious Sister 
who had overheard the whole conversation. The young woman died 
first, the priest died later; and he appeared to the Sister, saying: “If 
only I had had the same trust as this young woman, I too would have 
gone straight to Heaven.” 

 

The Occupants of Purgatory 

Maria, are there different degrees in Purgatory? 

Maria Simma: Yes, there is a great difference of degree of moral suffering. 
Each soul has a unique suffering, particular to it; there are many degrees. 

Do the poor souls know what is going to happen in the world? 

Maria Simma: Yes, not everything, but many things. 

Do these souls tell you what is going to happen, sometimes? 

Maria Simma: They simply say that there is something in front of 
the door; but they don’t say what. They only say what is necessary 
for people’s conversion. 

Maria, are the sufferings in Purgatory more painful than the most 
painful sufferings on earth? 

Maria Simma: Yes, but in a symbolic way. It hurts more in the soul. 
 

 This interview will continue in next weeks bulletin 

And don’t begrudge your prayers 
 

Other very effective means are the Stations of the Cross, Divine Mercy 
Chaplet, Holy Face Chaplet, St Bridget Prayers, etc., because, by 
contemplating the suffering of the Lord, we begin little by little to hate sins, 
and to desire salvation for all people. And this inclination of the heart 
brings great relief to the souls in Purgatory. The Stations of the Cross 
also move us to repentance; we start repenting when faced with sin. 
Another point, very helpful to the souls in Purgatory, is to say the 
rosary, all fifteen mysteries, for the sake of the deceased. Through the 
rosary, many souls are delivered from Purgatory each year; it must be 
said here as well that it is the Mother of God herself who comes to 
Purgatory to deliver the souls. This is very beautiful, because souls in 
Purgatory call Our Lady the “Mother of Mercy.” 

The souls also tell Maria that indulgences have an inestimable value 
for their deliverance. It is sometimes cruel not to make use of this 
treasure that the Church proposes for the profit of souls.  

I recommend strongly as well the prayers of St. Bridget which are 
most recommended for the poor souls. The souls in Purgatory can no 
longer do anything for themselves; they are totally helpless. If the 
living do not pray for them, they are totally abandoned. Therefore, it is 
very important to realize the immense power, the incredible power that 
each one of us has in his hands to relieve these souls who suffer. We 
wouldn’t think twice about helping a child who has fallen in front of 
us from a tree and who had broken his bones. Of course, we would 
do everything for him! So, in the same way, we should take great care 
of these souls, who expect everything from us, attentive to the slightest 
offering, hopeful for the least of our prayers, to relieve them from their 
pain. And it might be the finest way to practice charity. I think, for 
example, of the kindness of the Good Samaritan in the Gospel, towards 
the man left half-dead on the roadside bleeding from his wounds. This man 
depended completely on the good heart of the passer-by.  

Maria, why can one no longer gain merits in Purgatory, when one 
can on earth? 

Maria Simma: Because at the moment of death, the time to earn 
merits is over. For as long as we are living on earth, we can repair the 
evil we have done. The souls in Purgatory envy us this opportunity. 
We have the possibility of growing for as long as we are on earth, but 
often, the suffering in our lives leads us to rebellion and we have 
great difficulty in accepting and living it. How can we live suffering 
so that it bears fruit? Sufferings are the greatest proof of the love of God, 
and if we offer them well they can win many souls. But how can we 
welcome suffering as a gift and not as a punishment (as we often do), as a 
chastisement? We must give everything to Our Lady. She is the one who 
knows best who needs such and such an offering in order to be saved. 

We should not always consider suffering as a punishment. It can be 
accepted as expiation not only for ourselves but above all for others. 
Christ was innocence itself and He suffered the most for the expiation 
of our sins. Only in Heaven will we know all that we have obtained 
by suffering with patience in union with the sufferings of Christ. 

Maria, do the souls in Purgatory rebel when faced with their suffering? 

Maria Simma: No! They want to purify themselves; they understand 
that it is necessary. 

 

At the point of death 

What is the role of contrition or repentance at the moment of death? 

Maria Simma: Contrition is very important. The sins are forgiven, in 
any case, but there remain the consequences of sins. If one wishes to 
receive a full indulgence at the moment of death — that means going 
straight to Heaven — the soul has to be free from all attachment. 

Here, I would like to share a very significant testimony given by 
Maria. She was asked to find out about a woman that her relations 
believed to be lost, because she had led an awful life. Well, she had an 
accident, she fell from a train and this accident killed her. A soul told 
Maria that this woman had been saved, saved from Hell, because at 
the moment of death, she said to God: “You are right to take my life, 
because in this way I will no longer be able to offend you.” And this 
had erased all her sins. This example is highly significant, for it  



Catholic Traditions
 

“… stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught, 
either by an oral statement or by a letter of ours.”   2 Thess 2:15   

Christ Our King 

O Jesus Christ, I acknowledge you 
as universal King. All that has been 
made has been created for You. 
Exercise all Your rights over me. I 
renew my Baptismal Vows. I 
renounce Satan, his pomps and his 
works; I promise to live as a good 
Christian. And, in particular do I 
pledge myself to labor, to the best 
of my ability, for the triumph of the 
rights of God and of Your Church. 
Divine Heart of Jesus, to You do I 
offer my poor services, laboring 
that all hearts may acknowledge 
Your sacred Kingship, and that thus the reign of Your peace be 
established throughout the whole universe. Amen.   

        For Our Pastor   

O Jesus, our great High Priest, Hear my 
humble prayers on behalf of your priest, 
Father Letona. Give him a deep faith, a 
bright and firm hope and a burning love 
which will ever increase in the course of his 
priestly life. In his loneliness, comfort him In 
his sorrows, strengthen him In his 
frustrations, point out to him that it is 
through suffering that the soul is purified, 
and show him that he is needed by the 

Church, he is needed by souls, he is needed for the work of 
redemption. O loving Mother Mary, Mother of Priests, take to 
your heart your son who is close to you because of his priestly 
ordination, and because of the power which he has received to 
carry on the work of Christ in a world which needs him so much. 
Be his comfort, be his joy, be his strength, and especially help 
him to live and to defend the ideals of consecrated celibacy. 
Amen  

 
From Our Pastor Continued … 

 
 

descendants (i.e., all the powerful of the world) is Lord. Jesus 
Christ, the God-man risen from the dead, the one who gathers the 
tribes, cleansed the Temple, and fought with the enemies of the human race 
- he is the one to whom final allegiance is due. Christians are those who 
submit to His Lordship” (Bishop Robert Barron).  

Happy Thanksgiving to all! “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
His mercy endures forever!” (Psalm 107) I pray you all have  great time 
with family and friends, and always remember to give thanks to the Lord in 
all circumstances, especially at the greatest act of Thanksgiving we can 
render unto Him, the Holy Mass.  

 

As a preparation for Advent, I encourage you to dig out and dust off your 
advent wreath. If you are in need of a simple advent wreath and violet 
candles these are available at the parish.  

“Viva Cristo Rey! Long live Christ the King!”  
Father Letona  

From Our Pastor 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

This is the Season Finale! The Solemnity of Christ the King! May the 
Lord reign supreme over our hearts and homes and may he bring 
peace to our troubled times. 

This is the last Sunday of the Church’s Liturgical year.  

In the first reading young David, who unified the tribes of Israel, defeated 
Goliath, survived the madness of King Saul, and was victorious over Israel’s 
enemies, is hailed as king by all the tribes of Israel (2 Sam 5:1-3).  

David, while carrying out God’s will and plan for His people, is also 
a foreshadowing of Jesus Christ.  

In the Gospel, (cf Luke 23:-35-43) Jesus is anointed King on the 
wood of his Cross, a sign of contradiction, a sign of defeat yet it is 
the final victory.  

St. Paul teaches us the in the second reading that through His Cross 
we have passed from darkness into the kingdom of light (Col 1:12-
20). Which is the promise the Lord Jesus gave to the thief who was 
crucified along with Jesus: “Today you will be with me in paradise.”  

This King, our King if we accept him, is not like the kings of the 
earth. This king who is all powerful and has dominion (authority) 
over all the earth, humbled himself before Pontius Pilate.  He 
allowed himself to suffer and die for us. The wicked thief who was 
crucified with the Lord Jesus on one side said to Him, “Are you not 

the Christ? Save yourself and us.” The Lord did not come into this 
world to have himself but to save us. The Good Thief (St. Dismas) 
crucified with the Lord on his other side prayed “Jesus remember 
me, when you come into your Kingdom.” He acknowledged the Lord 
Jesus as His King. He heard from his Lord and King these words 
“Amen, Amen, I say to you, today you shall be with me in Paradise.” 

The Gospel is the only story, where the hero dies for the villain, in 
this case, we sinners are the villain.  

“The kingship he boasted wore thorns for a crown, bore a reed for its 
scepter, endured a robe of mockery for its purple, was enthroned on 
a gibbet. His royal motto - ‘he who loses his life will save it - made 
no sense until they watched his body thrown into the bowels of the 
earth, and then encountered the resurrection.” (Oliver Treanor). 

“Jesus Christ is Lord. That means that neither Caesar nor any of  his  

The first Thanksgiving was actually a Catholic Holy Mass at 
St. Augustine, Florida, September 8, 1565. 


