
 

November , 2022 - Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory 

SAINT JAMES THE LESS    
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

1032 Caledonia St 
La Crosse WI 54603 

 

STAFF 

Father Robert Letona 
Pastor 
(608) 782-7557, ext. 4 
SaintJamesLaCrosse@gmail.com  
 
Rev. Mr. Jason Hutzler 
Permanent Deacon 
Director of Religious Education 
(608) 782-7557, ext. 5 
DeaconJ2064@gmail.com 
 
Georgia Stockman 
Sacred Music Director 
(716) 239-2822 
Soprano2468@aol.com 
 
Office: (608) 782-7557, ext. 3 
SaintJamesLaCrosse@gmail.com 
https://www.saintjameslax.com  
 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday   Closed 
Tuesday  9 AM to 5 PM 
Wednesday 9 AM to Noon 
Thursday  9 AM to 5 PM 
Friday  9 AM to 5 PM 
 

BULLETIN Deadline: Mondays 9am 
 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 11-27-2022 
 

Envelopes, Plate & Vigils $4123, 
Online Donations  $  430.  

Total  $4553. 
 

     Amount needed each week: $4000. 

 
MAKE DONATIONS ONLINE  

 

 To use Online Giving, visit our 
website and click on  “Support Us:” 

www.saintjameslax.com  

Sign up to receive the bulletin in your 
email. Go to: Parishesonline.com, 
enter zip code only(54603), click on 

Saint James, then click on blue 
“subscribe” at mid-page on the right 

 

December 4, 2022 - Second Week of Advent   (Missal p. 12) 

Preparation for the Coming of the Lord 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONFESSION During Advent 

 

Starting Tuesday, November 29th until December 23, Confessions will be 
heard at the following days and times at Saint James: 

Tuesday through Friday from 7:30—8:00 a.m. (before daily Mass).   
Saturdays after 8:00 a.m. Mass and from 3:45—4:15 p.m. 

 

Saint Joseph the Workman will offer all day Confession with multiple priests 
on Monday, December 19 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

 

What is Advent 
Advent is the season when we are taught to look forward both to the first 
coming of Our Lord into the world at Christmas-time, and also to His second 
coming at the end of time to judge the living and the dead.  His first coming 
was to seek and to save that which was lost.  His second coming will be to 
gather His elect into the celestial paradise, and to trample all His enemies 
under His feet.  Shall I on that day be regarded by Him as a friend or as an 
enemy?  Is my present life one of devotion to Him and union with Him, or one 
of selfishness, pride, impatience of the yoke of Christ?   
(Excerpt from the writings of Cardinal Robert Bellarmine.) 

 

tel:(608)%20782-7557
https://www.saintjameslax.com/


SERVANTS SCHEDULE 
 
 

 

Knights of the Altar:  Please volunteer to serve  
whenever you are at Holy Mass 

Saturday, December 10 - 4:30 p.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:   Frederick Ellis/Daniel Clements 
Ordinary Minister:      Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader: GeoffreyAlford  
Ushers:                           GeoffreyAlford/David Coppens 

Sunday, December 11 - 7:30 a.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:  Knights 
Ordinary Minister:     Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader: Mona Craig 
Ushers:                        Robert Rifenberg/Curt Riley/         
                                 Colin Riley/Steve Marx 

Sunday, December 11 - 9:30 a.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:      Weston, Vance, Kolbe LaVoy 
Ordinary Minister:      Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader: Mary McConaghy  
Ushers:                        Gary Brauer /John Koelbl / 
 Tom McConaghy /Don Seufzer 
 
Sunday, December 11 - 11:30 a.m. TLM 
Master of Ceremony:  Henry Olson 
Thurifer:   Leo Olson 
Acolyte 1:  Michael Heilman 
Acolyte 2: Paul Heilman  
Crucifer: William Olson 
Torchbearers: Johannes Miles/John Heilman/ 
 Theo Meinholz/RayMeinholz/ 
 Andrew Dixon 

Rosary is prayed before Holy Mass M-F @ 7:35 am 
 

 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, December 5 
8:00 a.m. - † Repose of the souls of Frank & Mary Bald 

Tuesday, December 6 
8:00 a.m. - Intentions of James Humphrey 
Wednesday, December 7 
8:00 a.m. - Intentions of Bao Ann Peterson 
5:30 p.m. - Intentions of Debbie & Russ Crater 
Thursday, December 8 
8:00 a.m. - † Mary B Maney 
6:00 p.m. - TLM  For Transitional Deacon Charles  
           Anthony Mary Robinson F.I. 
Friday, December 9 
8:00 a.m. -  † Linda and Kip Gentry 
Saturday, December 10 
8:00 a.m. - Intentions of George & Theresa Lorentz Family  
4:30 p.m. - † Robert Guggenbuehl 
Sunday, December 11, Third Sunday in Advent 

  7:30 a.m. - The Parish Family of Saint James 
  9:30 a.m. - † Ronie Brauer 
11:30 a.m. - Intentions Einhorn Children  

 

EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION 

 

Adoration allows you to be in 
the real presence of the Lord 

where He pours grace into your 
soul. This week, plan to spend 

some quiet time in prayer before 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

 
Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament on First Friday, 
from 9:00 AM to 2:45 PM. 
Contact  Elizabeth to sign up 
for a specific adoration hour 
(608)769-4014. 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE  
 

Sin is an offense against God. When we sin, we lose our 

friendship with God. Sin is a personal act that may be committed 
by doing what God has forbidden or by failing to do what God 

has commanded. Sins may be mortal or venial; venial sin 
weakens our grace, whereas mortal sin totally removes all grace 

from our soul and we are said to be in a state of sin–in other 
words–in the camp of the devil. The Good News is that 

Confession brings us back into the state of grace, back into 
friendship with God. Seek the Sacrament of Confession at least 

monthly. 

 

Saturdays after morning Holy Mass and from 3:45 - 4:15 p.m. 

First Fridays after 8:00 a.m. Holy Mass. 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING 
 

The Sacrament of Anointing has three reasons to be administered: 
to heal spiritually and perhaps physically, to aid in accepting the 
illness and to prepare for death. When we are sick and possibly in 
danger of death, or actually facing imminent death, God’s grace 
from the Sacrament of Anointing strengthens our souls and 
bodies in this vulnerable state to help us to heal or to die in the 
state of grace. We often speak of the last Sacraments, they are the 
Sacraments of Confession, Anointing and the Holy Eucharist. If 
death is imminent, and the person is able, the Sacrament of 
Confession is before the Anointing, then the Holy Eucharist is 
given as viaticum, “food for the journey.”   
 

If you are seriously ill, have been sick for a long period of time, 
are advanced in age or are facing a serious surgery you should 

receive these Sacraments. Please call Father Robert Letona at 608
-782-7557, ext. 4, to make arrangements. 
 

VISITATION OF THE SICK 

If you or a family member become hospitalized or 
homebound because of illness and would like to be visited, call 

Father Letona at 608-782-7557, ext. 4, to make arrangements.  
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Parents may request the Sacrament of Baptism for their infants 
prior to birth. If it is your first child, Father Letona would like to 
meet with you prior to the birth, if possible. Call the office to 
make arrangements. Baptism are usually on Saturdays, following 
the 4:30 p.m. Mass. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Couples requesting marriage should contact the office at least six 
months prior to the anticipated date of marriage. The contact 
person is Deacon Jason Hutzler, who handles all the preparations 
for this Sacrament. Weddings are not celebrated during Lent.  

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS   
Monday-Friday  8:00 am Novus Ordo (Ordinary Form) 
Saturday              8:00 am Extraordinary Form 
                        4:30 pm Vigil - Novus Ordo 
Sunday Masses    7:30 am Novus Ordo  
                         9:30 am Novus Ordo 
                       11:30 am Extraordinary Form 

Graces  From Adoration 
Artist: Michael LaVoy 



 
Congratulations to our winners! Checks will be mailed to you. 

$100 GRAND PRIZE – Margaret Hoff 
$50 PRIZE – Melissa Wiebke 
$50 PRIZE – Robert Blaschke 
$25 – Linda Wieczorek 
$25 – Rita Lycke 
$25 – Theresa Payne 
$25 – Vonda Gruntzel 
$25 – Luna Chou 
$25 – Suzanne Von Hoof 
$25 – Marie Mayton 
$25 – Sara Hart 
 
 

AN ADVENT REFLECTION 
Monday December 5th, 2022 6:30-7:30 pm at Blessed 
Sacrament Parish Hall 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel,  
Not just a hymn but a soul’s cry to God 
 

In this Advent presentation, Dr. Holly Ordway will explain the 
meaning of "O Come, O Come Emmanuel" and show how we 
can enhance our prayer life during Advent by reflecting on these 
rich and beautiful images. This presentation also provides a 
gentle and inviting way of evangelization, so we encourage you 
to invite a friend or family member who is not a Catholic or who 
has fallen away from the Church to join you as we explore the 
riches of Advent prayer.  
 
Cookie Walks:  

Mary, Mother of the Church will be holding a Cookie Walk & 

Craft Sale on Saturday, December 10, in the Parish Hall located at 
2006 Weston Street, La Crosse, from 7:30am-1:00pm. Homemade 

pastries & candies will be sold by the pound. Handcrafts, raffles & 
hourly door prizes. Serving Continental Breakfast & Lunch 

(homemade soup and chili). 

Holy Trinity Cookie Walk. Saturday, December 10 from 8:00-
Noon in Leo Hall, 13th and Park St., La Crosse. Large assortment of 

fancy cookies sold by the pound, baked goods, chances on Holiday 
Baskets and a quilt. 

This Week..LET US REFELCT 
The Second Week of Advent proclaims,  
“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of 
Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him” 
Isaiah 11:1. 

LET US SING… 
“O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free, 

Thine own from Satan’s tyranny, 

From the depths of hell Thy people save, 

And give them victory o'er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, 

Shall come to thee, O Israel.” 
 

FOR EVERYONE 
Opportunities to Sing in Advent 

If you would like to sing with the 9:30am Choir just for 
Advent and Christmas, please attend our 5:45pm Choir 
practices each Wednesday. We need substitute Cantors, 
String and Brass players. Please call or text Georgia 
Stockman at 716-239-2822 or  stop on up to the loft after  
the 9:30am Sunday Mass. 

FOR THE FAMILY —  
Catholic Family Catechesis 
Building up the Church, The Mystical Body of Christ, One Family at a Time! 
 

We meet on Wednesday, December 14, 6:15–7:15 p.m. in 
Murphy Hall. Come early at 5:45 p.m. for light 
refreshments.  All are welcome! 
 

From Lesson 5 of the Baltimore Catechism:  

Q. Who were the first man and woman? A. The first man 
and woman were Adam and Eve.  

Q. Were Adam and Eve innocent and holy when they 
came from the hand of God? A. Adam and Eve were 
innocent and holy when they came from the hand of God.  

Q. Did God give any command to Adam and Eve? A. To 
try their obedience God commanded Adam and Eve not to 
eat of a certain fruit which grew in the garden of Paradise.  

Q. Did Adam and Eve remain faithful to God? A. Adam 
and Eve did not remain faithful to God, but broke His 
commandment by eating the forbidden fruit. 

Christmas Caroling 
The Family Life committee in conjunction with the Knights 
of the Round Table is inviting all to join them in song and 
Christmas Cheer for the residence of the Benedictine Living 
Community (2902 East Ave S, La Crosse, WI 54601) at 
6:15 p.m. on December 8th.   

Please bring enthusiasm and your singing voice and will 
hope to see you there. Any questions please email Cherie 
Clements at cheriec1993@yahoo.com 

DIOCESE OF LA CROSSE GUIDELINES for  

Reporting Instances of Child Abuse 

The Diocese of La Crosse, through its policies and procedures, seeks 
to provide a prompt, appropriate and compassionate response to 

reporters of sexual abuse of a child by any diocesan agent (bishop, 
priest, deacon, employee, religious, vendor or volunteer). Anyone 
wishing to make a report of an allegation of sexual abuse should send 

that report to Mrs. Teresa Brown, Complaint Intake Agent, at the 
Diocese of La Crosse, P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse, WI 54602-4004. 

Alternatively, you can contact Mrs. Brown at 608.791.0179 

or intakeagent@diolc.org. The reporting form is available through 

the Diocese of La Crosse Office of Safe Environment or on the 
diocesan website at: diolc.org/safe-environment/reporting. 

Individuals are also encouraged to take their reports directly to civil 
authorities. Copies of the diocesan policy are available through your 

local Parish and on the diocesan website. If you have any questions 
about the Diocese of La Crosse and the implementation of the Charter 
for the Protection of Children and Young People, please contact Teresa 

Brown, Diocese of La Crosse, at 608.791.2679 or tbrown@diolc.org.  

mailto:cheriec1993@yahoo.com


Brief Examination of Conscience 
Going through the Ten Commandments will assist you in making a Good 
Confession this Advent. Do this examination slowly and carefully. Pray: 
“Come Holy Spirit, enlighten my mind that I may clearly know my sins. 
Move my heart, that I may be sincerely sorry for them, honestly confess 
them and firmly resolve to amend my life. Amen” 
All mortal sins committed since your last Confession must be confessed by 
both type and number, i.e., the title of the sin and how many times it was done. If 
there is a mortal sin from the past that was forgotten and has not been confessed, it 
should be confessed at your next Confession. The following are serious sins, 
they are mortal if three conditions are met: 1) the matter is serious; 2) one 
must have the knowledge that it is wrong; 3) one must freely choose to 
commit the act or make the omission. 
 

1. I am the Lord your God. You shall not have strange gods before Me. 

 Involvement in occult practices, e.g., witch-craft, ouija boards, 
seances, palm reading, tarot cards, hypnotism, divination, 
astrology, black magic, sorcery, etc., Putting faith in superstition, 
e.g., horoscopes, good luck charms, etc. 

 Belonging to Masons 

 Involvement in or adherence to New Age or Eastern philosophies, 
atheism or agnosticism 

 Receiving Holy Communion in the state of mortal sin 

 Receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation or Matrimony while in 
the state of mortal sin 

 Willfully denying the Faith of the Catholic Church 

 Presumption (Committing a mortal sin with the idea that you can 
just go to Confession) 

 Hatred of God 

 Failure to receive Holy Communion during the Easter Season  
2. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.  

 Using God's name intentionally as a curse 

 Serious slander or insult of a sacred person or object 

 Telling a lie or withholding a serious sin in Confession 

 Blasphemy (words of hatred, reproach or defiance toward God; 
speaking ill of God) 

 Perjury (lying under oath) - Swearing false oaths 
 

3. Remember to keep holy the Lord's Day 

 Missing Mass on Sunday or a Holy Day of Obligation without 
a serious reason - Doing unnecessary work on Sunday for a 
long period of time, i.e., more than several hours. 

 Intentional failure to fast or abstain on appointed days 

 Requiring employees to work on Sunday in non-essential occupations 
4. Honor your father and mother 

 Serious failure to care for aged parents 

 Serious neglect of the duties of one's state in life 

 Serious disrespect for or disobedience to parents, superiors or authorities 

 Wishing death or evil on parents 

 Abuse or serious neglect of children, failure to respect them as persons 

 Failure to baptize children as soon as possible after birth 

 Serious neglect of the religious education or upbringing of children 

 Failure to carry out the Last Will and Testament of deceased parent 
 

5. You shall not kill. 

 Murder, homicide or manslaughter 

 Procurement of an abortion; promoting, counseling or paying for an abortion 

 Knowingly voting for someone who is pro abortion 

 Use of contraception / sterilization 

 Willfully injuring or trying to hurt another person 

 Willfully harboring hatred for another 

 Willfully leading another into serious sin 

 Driving dangerously /recklessly/driving under the influence of drugs/alcohol 

 Willful drunkenness / Taking or selling illegal drugs 

 Self-mutilation/excessive tattoos/excessive body piercing/piercing 
of the nipples or sexual organs 

 Promotion of or involvement in euthanasia 

 Seriously wishing evil upon another 

 Using obscene or vulgar gestures 

 Harboring a grudge/seeking revenge or retaliation 

 Listening to satanic music 

 Excessive use of television, internet or video games to the exclusion 
of necessary work and care of family 

 

6. You shall not commit adultery 

 Cohabitation prior to marriage 

 Adultery which is intercourse with someone who is married to 
another/Fornication which is intercourse prior to marriage 

 Masturbation or other impure acts with self 

 Dressing or acting in a manner intended to cause arousal in another/
Kissing or touching another passionately for the purpose of arousal 
(spouses excluded) 

 Allowing another to kiss or touch you in a sexual manner (spouses 
excluded) 

 Oral sex (permitted as foreplay in marriage) 

 Onanism, i.e., intentional withdrawal and non-vaginal ejaculation 

 Anal sex or other degrading sex practices 

 Prostitution/rape/homosexual acts/promotion of or involvement in 
any kind of transgender sexual activity 

 In-vitro fertilization or artificial insemination 

 Types of fertility testing that involve immoral acts such as 
masturbation, harvesting of eggs, or the conception of human 
persons outside of the womb 

 Lack of custody of the eyes (looking inappropriately at others) 

 Allowing the heart to stray from one's spouse 

 Selfishness in marital intimacy-such as refusing marital intimacy 
with your spouse for no good reason  

 Watching television or movies that promote sex or violence 

 Playing video games that promote sex or violence 
 

7. You shall not steal. 

 Stealing a large amount of money or a valuable item 

 Willfully destroying or defacing another’s property 

 Stealing something consecrated to God or from a holy place 

 Willful failure to make restitution 

 Excessive gambling  

 Serious failure to fulfill work requirements-both at work or at home 

 Denying help to the poor, needy or destitute when able to help them easily 

 Squandering money on needless things or pursuits 

 Willful failure to return borrowed items 
 

8. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor 

 Lying 

 Spreading rumors or tale bearing 

 Talking behind another's back 

 Being negative, critical or uncharitable in thought regarding others 

 Making rash judgments and being unjustly suspicious 

 Failure to seek to restore the good name of another whom you have 
injured through speech 

 False witness (not under oath) or perjury (under oath) 

 Telling large or premeditated lies 

 Serious gossip, detraction (revealing the faults of another without 
serious reason), or calumny (harming the reputation of another by 
falsities) 

 Being an accomplice to another's grave sin 
 

9. You shall not desire your neighbor's wife. 

 Viewing pornography in books, magazines, movies, the internet  

 Dwelling on impure thoughts or fantasies for the purpose of arousal 

 Willfully lusting after another 
 

10. You shall not desire your neighbors goods 

 Serious and willful greed or avarice 

 Intention to steal or destroy the goods of another 



 

“… stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught, 
either by an oral statement or by a letter of ours.”   2 Thess 2:15   

        From Our Pastor 

Greetings this Second Sunday of Advent! 
One of the reasons that Advent is my 
favorite liturgical season is that the 
readings, antiphons, and prayers are 
packed with rich imagery of the mysteries 
of our Faith.  
 
“The Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand!” 
This is John the Baptist’s proclamation in 
today’s Gospel (cf. 3:1-12). The Entrance 
Antiphon for this Sunday reads: O people of Sion, behold, the 
Lord will come to save the nations, and the Lord will make the 
glory of his voice heard in the joy or your heart.  
 
This King, this Lord, for whom St. John the Baptist prepares the 
way, is the great and glorious King prophesied in the First 
Reading today. “The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him...not 
by appearance shall he judge... he shall judge the poor with 
justice, and decide aright for land’s afflicted.” (cf. Isaiah 11:1-10) 
 
The Responsorial Psalm also proclaims the glory of this new 
King who is to come. “He shall govern your people with justice 
and your afflicted ones with judgment...Justice shall flower in his 
days, and profound peace...He shall have pity for the lowly and 
the poor...In him shall all the tribes of the earth be blessed...” (cf. 
Psalm 72) This King who is to come is the son of David - a shoot 
from the root of Jesse, David’s father. Imagine a great and 
magnificent tree that has been cut down. When one sees the 
stump, there is a sense of lifelessness and loss. Yet from that 
stump a shoot, or blossom, can sprout. A sign that all is not lost, 
the tree can come back. Isaiah goes on to give this near “fairy 
tale” vision of a future wherein wolf and lamb live in peace, 
leopard and young goat are friends, the bear and the cow are 
neighbors. Meaning that those who were once natural enemies 
shall be at peace. 
 

The portrait Isaiah gives is that of a little child leading this 
renewed world. This child will deal with the serpent of sin and 
death, for that Child shall be Christ. That is the hope that this new 
King brings.  
 
Paul says, in our Second reading, that Christ came “to show 
God’s truthfulness, to confirm the promises to the 
patriarchs.” (cf. Romans 15:4-9) To prepare for this Kingdom, 
St. John the Baptist calls the Pharisees and the people to 
repentance. This message is for us too. John appeared wearing 
camel hair, eating locusts and wild honey, a sign of penance and 
repentance. He lived what he preached.  
 
His message is clear, “REPENT!”  No niceties, no sensitivity to 
where people “are at,” just simply “Repent!” St. John the Baptist 
had no time for excuses or precious sensibilities. He had come to 
warn sinners to “get off the tracks, the train is coming!” We are 
not accustomed to such uncompromising directness. No wonder 
St. John made so many enemies and no wonder he was soon 
silenced. St. John’s call to repentance is a warning to 'make 
straight' the path into the Kingdom, and to avoid the axe wielded 
by the one who is coming and the fire awaiting that which he cuts 
down. The Advent choices are clear: the axe and the fire, or 
repentance and the peace and joy of the Kingdom. 
 

God bless you all, 
Father Robert Letona  

Preparing for Christmas 
 

1. Prepare spiritually for Chr istmas with a Good 
Examination of Conscience and a Good Confession. See front of 
bulletin for Confession times. 
 

2. Pray Evening Prayer with Deacon Hutzler  on December 9 
& 16 (Fridays) at 5:30 p.m. in Saint James church. 
 

3. Pray Solemn Vespers of the Great O Antiphons with 
Father Letona from December 17 to December 23 at 5:30 p.m. in 
Saint James church. 
 

4. Church Flowers: Donate to the Chr istmas flower  fund in 
memory of your loved ones. Complete and return the form below.  
 

5. Advent Food Drive. Please donate dry or  canned goods 
between November 27 and December 20. There will be a large 
box in the south-facing entrance of the church. All items donated 
will be delivered to the Hunger Task Force by the Teens for Life 
group of Saint James the Less parish. A great way to participate 
in the giving spirit of Christmas! 

 

6. Help decorate the church, Fr iday December 23 
after the 8:00 am Mass. 

 

Flowers for Jesus! 
 

If you would like to make a 
contribution toward the     
purchase of the flowers that 
decorate our altar for the 
Christmas Season please  
complete this form and    
return it (to the parish 
collection or parish 
office) with your       
donation. 

                              
 
Your Name______________________________________  
 
Amount enclosed_______ (minimum donation $5.00) 
 
In Memory of: 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 

If room for more intentions is needed, please attach on 
a separate sheet with your name and intentions.  


