
 

November , 2022 - Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory 
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday   Closed 
Tuesday  9 AM to 5 PM 
Wednesday 9 AM to Noon 
Thursday  9 AM to 5 PM 
Friday  9 AM to 5 PM 
 

 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 12-4-2022 
 

Envelopes, Plate & Vigils $4991.00 
Online Donations  $  730.00 

Total  $5721.00 
 

     Amount needed each week: $4000. 
 

MAKE DONATIONS ONLINE  
 

 To use Online Giving, visit our web-
site and click on  “Support Us:” 

www.saintjameslax.com  

Sign up to receive the bulletin in your 
email. Go to: Parishesonline.com, 
enter zip code only(54603), click on 

Saint James, then click on blue 
“subscribe” at mid-page on the right 

 

December 11, 2022 - Third Week of Advent   (Missal p. 23) 

Preparation for the Coming of the Lord 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONFESSION  
During Advent 

 

Starting Tuesday, November 29th until December 23, Confessions will 
be heard at the following days and times at Saint James: 
Tuesday through Friday from 7:30—8:00 a.m. (before daily Mass).   

Saturdays after 8:00 a.m. Mass and from 3:45—4:15 p.m. 

 

Saint Joseph the Workman will offer all day Confession with multiple 
priests on Monday, December 19 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

This Week...LET US REFELCT 
Of all the miracles in the world never was there one to be compared to His 
coming on earth in the form of a man. It was a miracle so entirely above and 
beyond our reason that unless we knew it by faith to be a fact we should be 
inclined to pronounce it impossible. That the infinite God should take the form 
of a creature! That the Eternal Word should be clad in a body formed of the 
dust of the earth! That He should of His own accord leave the highest heaven 
for a life of suffering and a death of agony! Nothing but the power of God 
could work such a wonder as this! 

(Excerpt from the writings of Cardinal Robert Bellarmine.) 

tel:(608)%20782-7557
https://www.saintjameslax.com/


SERVANTS SCHEDULE 
 
 

 

Knights of the Altar:  Please volunteer to serve  
whenever you are at Holy Mass 

Saturday, December 17 - 4:30 p.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:   Frederick Ellis/Daniel Clements 
Ordinary Minister:      Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader: Bob Rusch 
Ushers:                 Geoffrey Alford/David Coppens 

Sunday, December 18 - 7:30 a.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:  Knights 
Ordinary Minister:     Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader: Cory Cripe 
Ushers:                        Robert Rifenberg/Curt Riley/         
                                 Colin Riley/Steve Marx 

Sunday, December 18 - 9:30 a.m. Mass 
Knights of the Altar:      Joseph and Dan Dobson 
Ordinary Minister:      Deacon Jason Hutzler 
Reader: Julio Marin 
Ushers:                        Gary Brauer /Tom McConaghy / 
 John Dawidowski /Don Seufzer 
 
Sunday, December 18 - 11:30 a.m. Traditional Latin Mass 
Traditional Latin Mass 
Master of Ceremony:  William Coppernoll 
Thurifer:   Rhett Pronschinske 
Acolyte 1:  Reed Pronschinske 
Acolyte 2: David Zwibel  
Crucifer: Vincent Coppernoll 
Torchbearers: Parker Pronschinske/Konstantin Van 
 Hoof/Thomas Zwibel/Sam Zwibel/
 Weston Doll/ Isaac Coppernoll 

Rosary is prayed before Holy Mass M-F @ 7:35 am 
 

 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, December 12 
8:00 a.m. - For the living & deceased of Karl & Mary 
Apel Family 

Tuesday, December 13 
8:00 a.m. - Intention of Francis & Pam Schelfhout 
Wednesday, December 14 
8:00 a.m. - † Thomas and Betty Baumgartner 
Thursday, December 15 
8:00 a.m. - Intention of Krisztinicz Family  
Friday, December 16 
8:00 a.m. -  † Howard Smith 
Saturday, December 17 
8:00 a.m. - For Catholics to cease supporting abortion  
4:30 p.m. - Intentions of Earl and Elaine Bonsack 
Sunday, December 18, Fourth Sunday in Advent 

  7:30 a.m. - Intentions of Jason Kamrowski 
  9:30 a.m. - † Joe Flottmeyer 
11:30 a.m. - TLM † Mrs. Joan O’Rourke 

 

EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION 

 

Adoration allows you to be in the 
real presence of the Lord where He 
pours grace into your soul. This 

week, plan to spend some quiet 
time in prayer before Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament. 

 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament on First Friday, from 
9:00 AM to 2:45 PM. Contact  
Elizabeth to sign up for a specific 
adoration hour (608)769-4014. 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE  
 

Sin is an offense against God. When we sin, we lose our 
friendship with God. Sin is a personal act that may be committed 

by doing what God has forbidden or by failing to do what God 
has commanded. Sins may be mortal or venial; venial sin 

weakens our grace, whereas mortal sin totally removes all grace 
from our soul and we are said to be in a state of sin–in other 

words–in the camp of the devil. The Good News is that 
Confession brings us back into the state of grace, back into 

friendship with God. Seek the Sacrament of Confession at least 
monthly. 

 

Saturdays after morning Holy Mass and from 3:45 - 4:15 p.m. 

First Fridays after 8:00 a.m. Holy Mass. 
 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING 
 

The Sacrament of Anointing has three reasons to be administered: 
to heal spiritually and perhaps physically, to aid in accepting the 
illness and to prepare for death. When we are sick and possibly in 
danger of death, or actually facing imminent death, God’s grace 
from the Sacrament of Anointing strengthens our souls and bodies 
in this vulnerable state to help us to heal or to die in the state of 
grace. We often speak of the last Sacraments, they are the 
Sacraments of Confession, Anointing and the Holy Eucharist. If 
death is imminent, and the person is able, the Sacrament of 
Confession is before the Anointing, then the Holy Eucharist is 
given as viaticum, “food for the journey.”   
 
If you are seriously ill, have been sick for a long period of time, 
are advanced in age or are facing a serious surgery you should 

receive these Sacraments. Please call Father Letona at 608-782-
7557, ext. 4, to make arrangements. 

 

VISITATION OF THE SICK 

If you or a family member become hospitalized or 
homebound because of illness and would like to be visited, call 

Father Robert Letona at 608-782-7557, ext. 4, to make 
arrangements. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Parents may request the Sacrament of Baptism for their infants 
prior to birth. If it is your first child, Father Letona would like to 
meet with you prior to the birth, if possible. Call the office to 
make arrangements. Baptism are usually on Saturdays, following 
the 4:30 p.m. Mass. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Couples requesting marriage should contact the office at least six 
months prior to the anticipated date of marriage. The contact 
person is Deacon Jason Hutzler. He handles all the preparations 
for this Sacrament. Weddings are not celebrated during Lent.  

HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS   
Monday-Friday  8:00 am Novus Ordo (Ordinary Form) 
Saturday              8:00 am Extraordinary Form 
                        4:30 pm Vigil - Novus Ordo 
Sunday Masses    7:30 am Novus Ordo  
                         9:30 am Novus Ordo 
                       11:30 am Extraordinary Form 

Graces  From Adoration 
Artist: Michael LaVoy 



THIS WEEK...LET US PRAY 
Come Lord Jesus  

as we light our third candle on our Advent Wreath. 
 

Brief Examination of Conscience to assist you in 
making a Good Confession this Advent: 

(Excerpt from the writings of Cardinal Robert Bellarmine.) 

We are all of us jealous of what belongs to ourselves.  We 
resent it if any one interferes with it, or deprives us of any 
portion of it.  Yet no one owns anything by a title so 
absolute as that by which God is the Lord and Owner of all 
creatures in the universe.  My body and my soul are His; 
everything I possess is His; every action, every thought 
belongs to Him.  He has given all these in charge to me to 
use for Him.  Do I do so?  

God is, moreover, a God infinite in knowledge and in 
power. His all-seeing eye overlooks nothing, forgets 
nothing, passes nothing by. No one shall escape who takes 
anything from Him and does not give Him His due.  Have I 
not therefore, cause to tremble when I think how often I 
have behaved as if I were my own master, independent 
of God?  

Yet in the end I must recognize God’s ownership; if I do 
not do so willingly and with joyful loyalty, I shall have to 
do so unwillingly and in misery and pain. Everything I have 
taken from God and appropriated to myself will have to be 
given back to Him. I shall have to pay the penalty for each 
misuse of what was entrusted to me.  How much wiser and 
happier to recognize Him now in all things as my Lord and 
Master! Offer yourself to God with loyal submission as 
your God and Lord. 

Why is it that God has such an absolute and all-embracing 
claim to ourselves and to all that is ours?  It is because we 
are made by Him, and not only made, but created. We are 
His not only as the statue is the sculptor’s and the picture 
the painter’s, but He made out of nothing the very materials 
of which we consist. There is therefore nothing in us which 
is not God’s. Every sort of excellence, strength, virtue, 
talent, beauty, skill, energy, affection — all are God’s, not 
our own.  

God created every one with certain gifts of his own that He 
did not give to another, and He gave him those gifts to do a 
special work that God had for him to do. He 
created me with a certain object; from all eternity He had 
been planning my soul and body, and providing me with all 
that I needed, that both one and the other might serve 
Him. Have I on the whole carried out God’s plan? Shall 
I be able to say, when I come to die: “I have finished the 
work Thou gavest me to do?”  

What a serious thought this is, that God had a plan for my 
life! He meant me to occupy a certain position in society 
and to have certain employments; to influence certain 
persons for good, to overcome certain temptations, to 
practice certain virtues beyond the rest, to attain a certain 
place in Heaven. Has my life been ordered by God’s holy 
inspirations? Has not my own self-will too often had 
part in it? Pray that you may not fail of fulfilling God’s 
intentions concerning you. Pray that you may often think 
of Heaven and its joys.  

This week...LET US SING 
“O come, O Come, Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee,  

O Israel. 

 
FOR THE LADIES 
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

The ladies of the St. James the Less PCCW recognize the 
importance of investing in our local Catholic youth. In 
support of this ideal, we will be offering two $500 College 
Scholarships for two young ladies in our Parish. The 
scholarship applications are located at the rear Church 
entrances. All high school or college students, whether they 
attend Catholic, private, public or home schools, who fit the 
eligibility requirements listed on the application, are 
encouraged to apply. 
 
All items must be submitted to Georgia Stockman via the 
Parish Office by March 21, 2022.  Winners will be notified 
by April 18, 2022. Awards will be presented to the winners, 
along with their mothers, at the Annual PCCW Potluck 
Dinner in May. Questions may be addressed to Georgia 
Stockman at soprano2468@aol.com or 716-239-2822.   
God bless and good luck!  

FOR THE FAMILY — 
Catholic Family Catechesis 
Building up the Church, The Mystical Body of Christ,  
One Family at a Time! 
 

We will meet Wednesday, December 14, 6:15 – 7:15 p.m. 
Murphy Hall. Come at 5:45 p.m. for some light 
refreshments. All are welcome! 
 

This Week’s Questions to Ponder 
Q. What befell Adam and Eve on account of their sin?  

A. Adam and Eve on account of their sin lost innocence and 
holiness, and were doomed to sickness and death.   

Q. What evil befell us through the disobedience of our 
First Parents? A. Through the disobedience of our First 
Parents we all share in their sin and punishment, as we 
should have shared in their happiness if they had remained 
faithful.   

Q. What other effects followed from the sin of our First 
Parents? A. Our nature was corrupted by the sin of our 
First Parents, which darkened our understanding, weakened 
our will, and left us a strong inclination to evil.   

(From Lesson 5 of the Baltimore Catechism) 
 
Starting in January,  Catholic Family Catechesis will meet on the 
first and third Wednesdays of the month: Jan. 4 and Jan. 18 are 
January meeting dates.  We will be using the Our Lady of the 
Rosary Family Catechism (olrfamilycatechism.com), a FREE 
online video catechism course which provides children and their 
families with the unique opportunity to learn the timeless truths of 
the Catholic Faith according to the classic Baltimore Catechism. 
 

Please email lfchou27@gmail.com for more information. 

http://olrfamilycatechism.com/
mailto:lfchou27@gmail.com


WHEN CHRISTMAS CAME AGAIN 
A short story by Dina Donohue 

 

MANY PEOPLE knew that Frank Hinnant had no use for 
Christmas, but few understood the reasons why he had shut 
Christmas out of his heart. As the head of his own multimillion 
dollar contracting business, Frank discouraged Yuletide office 
parties each year. He gave no Christmas bonuses. It was enough 
that his employees received pay increases when merited and 
fringe benefits more generous than any firm in town. 
 

His wife, Adele, was of a different fabric. She loved Christmas and she 
longed to celebrate it fully, with all the fuss she could stir up. It was one 
chronic disagreement the Hinnants had. Each December they renewed 
the argument. Adele wanted decorations, a tree, gifts, even parties for 
employees – and Frank said, emphatically, “No.” Dutifully he would 
go along to other people’s parties, he would go to Christmas services as 
usual, and for Adele there would always be a string of pearls or a 
costly, but tasteful, pin – but beyond that, “Nonsense,” Frank would 
say, “Christmas is for children!” And that is precisely the reason Frank 
Hinnant had locked Christmas out of his heart – children. 
 

One morning, a brisk, December day, Frank decided to walk to 
work. He did this occasionally, varying his route each time. Frank 
was a man with a giant curiosity, fascinated by people, where 
they lived and how. This morning, reaching mid-town, he noticed 
a cluster of people standing in front of Leeson’s Department Store. 
They were looking at the Christmas displays, each on a different 
theme. One window had a manger scene. Frank looked at the crèche: at 
Mary, Joseph and the shepherd in colorful costumes; the donkey, cow 
and sheep – all were life-size. And there was the Child. 
 

Frank turned away. He started to move on. As he did, a sign across 
the street caught his fleeting attention. “HOLY INNOCENTS 
HOME” – huge golden letters framed the arched doorway of an old 
brownstone building surrounded by a forbidding iron fence. Frank 
had only half noticed this building before. Even now it had a way 
of shrinking into the urban landscape. “Holy Innocents…Holy 
Innocents…” Frank repeated the name in his mind. He stood there 
staring at the orphanage across the street, and yet he was seeing 
something else, something far beyond, a long-ago morning in Sunday 
school. There was Miss Raymond, a skinny woman with black hair 
pulled into a knot, and Miss Raymond was telling the class about 
King Herod and all the male children under two, “…and the 
wicked king had had these little children slaughtered because he 
feared the Baby Jesus….” 
 

“The Holy Innocents,” Frank said to himself. “That’s odd, you 
don’t hear about them much. Christmas is just this sentimental 
mush, like Adele’s joy-on-earth stuff. There’s more to Christmas 
than syrup. There’s misery too.” Frank turned back to the 
windows of Leeson’s. He looked at the smiles on the benign faces 
of Mary and Joseph. But what about the parents of the infants 
who died? What about their faces? 
 

And for the millionth time Frank remembered the desolation of 
the day that David had died. David had been 18 months old. In 
the 22 years since then, Frank had not been able to bring himself 
to even mention his son’s name. 
 

Frank walked on toward his office. At the corner he turned and 
looked back. “The Holy Innocents,” he said, almost out loud. 
Impulsively he struck out on a new course. An idea had come to 
him. Quickly he covered the four blocks to the public library, then 
up the steps and in, arriving at the information desk to fairly 
demand one reference book after another. Librarians began to heap 
tomes in front of him and Miss Summerwell herself stayed by his 
side to render assistance. “Holy Innocents,” reported Miss 
Summerwell, book in hand, finger pointing, “Their feast day is 
celebrated on December 28 by the Anglican and Roman Catholic 
churches, on December 29 by the Greek Orthodox church. They 
are among the early martyrs….” The information mounted, some  

of it conflicting. Some sources stated that thousands of infants 
had been slaughtered by Herod, others reported only a few. Frank 

was most impressed by the historian who very carefully deduced 
that since only about 2,000 people were living then in Bethlehem, 

no more than 20 children had been killed. 
 

“Imagine that,” he shouted to Miss Summerwell, “Only 20 
children!” Very politely Miss Summerwell asked this 
extraordinary man to try to keep his voice a bit lower. When 
Frank left the public library that day he still did not go to his 
office. He headed back to Holy Innocents Home. 
 

That evening, Frank and Adele dined alone. It was a leisurely 
dinner, yet Frank was ill at ease. He was searching for the right 
moment, the right phrase to use when he told Adele what, sooner 
or later, he had to tell her. “I had an odd kind of day,” he plunged 
in finally. “I went to visit an orphanage.” Adele wouldn’t have 
been more taken aback if Frank had said he’d flown to the 
Hebrides for lunch, but having lived with Frank a long time, she 
registered only the mildest curiosity. “It’s that bastille of an 
orphanage across from Leeson’s,” Frank ambled on. “Really a 
dungeon, dear, cramped and dismal….”  
 

Adele was fascinated. Frank was building up to something. Now 
he told about the walk downtown, about the crèche at Leeson’s. 
At last he told her about his visit to the orphanage itself. “It made 
me realize how little I really know about kids. What strange little 
ugly creatures they are! When I went in they stood around looking at 
me like I was a movie star, not one of them saying anything. Later one 
of them came up to me – I’ll never forget it – this little boy came up 
and stood there stroking the sleeve of my coat.” Adele was quiet. It was 
her eyes that urged him to continue. But Frank was embarrassed now. 
“You know full well what I’ve always said about Christmas,” he 
blustered. “Christmas is for children!” 
 

“Yes, you’ve always said that.” 
 

“Well, it’s about time people started doing something for them. 
Today I gave that place some money. They’re going to build a 
wing with it.” 
 

Adele was swept away by the kindness of this man she had loved 

for so long. She thought she knew him completely, but she was 
unprepared for his next announcement. “They’re going to name 
the wing for David.” It was the first time in 22 years that Adele 

had heard Frank mention their only son’s name. It made her do 
something she never did when Frank was around. She wept. 

Frank never told her about that moment—he never told her how, 
as he held her in his arms, he saw again something he had 

envisioned for the first time that afternoon. He saw a room full of 
children. There were 20 of them playing in a bright new wing at 

Holy Innocents. But now, suddenly, instead of 20, there were 21. 
 

(Excerpt taken from Treasured Stories of Christmas, A Touching 
Collection of Stories That Brings Gifts from the Heart and Joy to 
the Soul, published by Guideposts, Inspirational Press, New York. 
Used with permission.) 



 

“… stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught, 
either by an oral statement or by a letter of ours.”   2 Thess 2:15   

Preparing for Christmas 
 

1. Prepare spiritually for Christmas with a Good 
Examination of Conscience and a Good Confession. See front 
of bulletin for Confession times. 
 

2. Pray Evening Prayer with Deacon Hutzler  on December   
16 (Friday) at 5:30 p.m. in Saint James church. 
 

3. Pray Solemn Vespers of the Great O Antiphons with 
Father Letona from December 17 to December 23 at 5:30 p.m. 
in Saint James church. 
 

4. Church Flowers: Donate to the Chr istmas flower  fund 
in memory of your loved ones. Complete and return the form 
below. 
 

5. Advent Food Drive. Please donate dry or  canned goods 
between November 27 and December 20. There will be a large 
box in the south-facing entrance of the church. All items 
donated will be delivered to the Hunger Task Force by 
the Teens for Life group of Saint James the Less 
parish. A great way to participate in the giving 
spirit of Christmas! 
 

6. Help decorate the church, Fr iday 
December 23 after  the 8:00 am Mass. 

 

 

Flowers for Jesus! 
 

If you would like to make a 
contribution toward the     
purchase of the flowers that 
decorate our altar for the 
Christmas Season please  
complete this form and    
return it (to the parish 
collection or parish 
office) with your       
donation. 

                              
 
Your Name______________________________________  
 
Amount enclosed_______ (minimum donation $5.00) 
 
In Memory of: 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 

 

If room for more intentions is needed, please attach on 
a separate sheet with your name and intentions.  

        From Our Pastor 

 

Greetings on Gaudete Sunday! 
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, 
rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.” That is 
the antiphon for the beginning of this 
mass. Today is Gaudete Sunday. 
“Gaudete” is Latin, it means: “Rejoice.”  
 
We are to rejoice today. On this Third 
Sunday of Advent, the priests and deacons 
do not vest in the deep and heavy violet of 
penance and solemnity, but rather in the 
lighter and hopeful rose color of joy.  It 
signifies the joy that is coming at Christmas, but not yet here. 
 
St. John the Baptist still holds center stage this Advent, but he is 
no longer the strong figure calling all to repentance in the desert. 
Now he is a lonely figure sitting in dark, stone prison. Though 
John has always been truly free, that is, liberated by the truth, he 
sent his disciples, who had visited him in prison, to ask Jesus if 
he is indeed THE ONE. “Are you the one who is to come, or 
should we look for another?” (Cf. Mt 11:2-11) Isn’t that the 
question right there? 
 
The question isn’t for himself, he already and firmly knows who 
Jesus is. After all, John had already recognized Jesus as the 
Messiah, the Christ, when both were still in their mothers’ 
wombs. John, leapt for joy in the womb of his mother Elizabeth, 
when Mary, pregnant with our Lord, greeted Elizabeth at the 
visitation.  It was John who pointed to the Lord Jesus and said, 
“Behold the Lamb of God.”  
 
The question “Are you the one?” Was not for himself but for his 
disciples, so that they would come to know and believe that Jesus 
is indeed the One who is coming. Do we in our lives sometimes 
think, or feel, that we need yet another confirmation of our faith? 
Listen to Christ’s answer: “Go back and tell John what you hear 
and see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life and the 
Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man who 
does not lose faith in me.”  
 
We heard those same words in the first reading. Isaiah wrote, 
long before the time of Christ, that this is how we will recognize 
the One, the Christ, when he comes. This is what the coming of 
the Messiah will look like. Our responsorial Psalm too, paints this 
portrait of the Messiah when he appears. (Psalm 146:8)  And now 
it is happening!  
 
John has been the patient farmer of the second reading “See how 
the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient 
with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You too must 
be patient. Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the 
Lord is at hand.” (James 5:7-10) All of John’s preaching, his 
baptizing, his faith, and now his impending martyrdom are 
vindicated, because this is for real, the Messiah has come!  
 
This is Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday of Advent marked with the 
joy of expectation. Our God is coming. As that Christmas song 
tells us – “He will bring us goodness and light, He will bring us 
goodness and light.” 
 
God bless you all, 
Father Robert Letona  

 

 


