
Peace Garden 

 The Peace Garden is designed with an emphasis on the balance of beauty 

and nature.  This garden is one of the larger gardens on the church grounds, 

and thus, there is more space to add interest and natural elegance.  Like all of 

the gardens, this garden has a strong seasonal interest.  Daffodils push their 

yellow and orange trumpets from a winter’s sleep to a spring unveiling.  

Weeping branches of small yellow flowers stretch across the landscape as the 

forsythias reach to dominate the background of the garden.  The early 

blossoms of the cherry trees and a noticeable deep pink carpet of creeping 

phlox invite a passerby to glance and admire the marvels of spring.  Of course, 

no garden would be complete without the classic of garden flowers, a peony. 

 As quickly as spring passes, the warm breezes of summer begin to layer 

the garden with more color.  A climbing rose raises its petals to a vertical wall 

of pink color to not be outdone by a burst of brilliant, orange-colored 

daylilies.  Most dramatic in this garden is the expansive curve of the flower 

bed outlined with layers of Russian sage, a very drought-resistant perennial.  

The sage-like fragrance of this plant deters deer.  Russian sage blooms in early 

August and the massive color of blue almost reminds of us of being lifted into 

the heavens with its soft blue and billowy color.  September continues to keep 

the garden awake with shades of pink sedum and fall mums. 

 This garden is also designed for nature and is dedicated to pollinators 

because much of the plant material is friendly to bees.  Without pollinators, 

many flowers and vegetables would not be able to seed or fruit.  The decline 

in the population of pollinators is attributed in part, to a loss of habitation.  St. 

Francis’s ecological requirement of sustaining life in all its forms is well 

incorporated in the design of this garden.  This garden restores a natural 

environment for pollinators while maintaining a diverse pattern of plant 

texture and color.   


