
THE SAINT MICHAEL’S GARDEN 

 This garden is dedicated to St. Michael the Archangel. Symbolism abounds in this garden as its 

design is interwoven with the prayer of this Archangel. The prayer to Saint Michael invokes images of 

Michael fighting evils in the world including Satan. The fires of hell are represented by plants that change 

to a vibrant red in the Fall. Virginia Creeper, a close relative to Boston ivy, covers a trellis directly behind 

the statue of St. Michael. This spectacular foliage is a visual reminder of the struggles endured by St. 

Michael as he fought evil for the protection of souls on earth. Wintercreeper, a trailing ground cover, also 

provides accents of red in the fall and softly paints the ground with foliage dappled with sunlight. The 

clouds of heaven surround the upper exterior part of the garden with the striking blue-silver color of the 

blue dune Lyme grass. The eye-catching color of this native grass overwhelms the red Virginia creeper, 

rises above it, and is another visual of good overpowering evil.  

 The beauty and comforting parts of the St. Michael prayer, such as “to defend us in battle,” “be our 

protection,” and “Prince of the Heavenly Host,” is found in the lilies that surround the front portion of the 

garden. The large flowers on these plants spill color and interest throughout the garden with hues of 

oranges and reds. Complementary to the lilies are the coneflowers that support the color scheme of the 

garden with further stunning bi-color combinations. Within the garden, the grass clumps move with the 

slightest of breezes, thus a tactile reminder of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the space. Several varieties 

of ornamental grasses such as Hameln and Japanese blood-red grass provide movement and range of color 

in the garden. The spiritual message throughout this garden is whispered by the gentle movement of the 

plants, moving the prayerful closer and closer to the statue of St. Michael. The entrance to the garden is 

announced with the graceful arching branches of the beautyberry shrubs. These deciduous shrubs produce 

brilliant densely purple-colored berries in the fall and provide interest in the landscape. The berries are 

non-toxic to people and animals and are a source of food for wildlife in the winter. 

 This garden has architectural pieces that enhance the importance of this garden for prayer and 

reflection. Two chairs welcome the thoughtful to sit and meditate on the day’s requests for spiritual 

intervention. Sometimes a wisp of a summer breeze or the rustle of fall leaves can be felt, while the Holy 

Spirit encourages us to rest for a while in the garden. The prayer to St. Michael is carved into a stone, 

much like the stone, the Archangel stands on as he spears the devil. No garden would be complete 

reflecting on our Christian heritage than a topiary trellis covered in a passionflower. Similar to the Blessed 

Virgin Mary Grotto, this garden too provides lighting for prayer and vigil in the evening hours. 

 The prayer to St. Michael originated with Pope Leo XIII in 1886. He composed the prayer after 

having a vision of the horror that Satan could do to the Church in the 20th century. The prayer is recited to 

protect Christians and souls from spiritual and physical assault from the devil. Traditionally, the prayer 

was recited at the end of Low Masses from 1886 to 1964. As stated by Pope St. John Paul II, “I ask 

everyone not to forget it and to recite it to obtain help in the battle against the spiritual forces of darkness 

in this world.”  How timely in our present worldly spiritual struggle that the Saint Michael’s Garden was 

constructed and dedicated solely to this Archangel, almost as if he were saying, “You need me more than 

ever, come and pray with me.” 


