
The Order of Christian Funerals at Saint Joseph Parish 

 
The following practical information is provided to help the family and friends of the deceased make the 
most suitable and helpful arrangements. 
 

An opportunity for prayer is usually scheduled at the funeral home on the day before the funeral. A vigil 
service (which is a simple service of prayers, a scripture reading, intercessions, the Lord's Prayer and a 
blessing) is the church's preference; or the recitation of the rosary may be planned instead. The funeral 
directors will contact the parish to request a member of the parish or the parish staff to lead the service 
or rosary. 
 
Funeral Masses are usually scheduled Monday through Saturday at 11:00 AM with a time for visitation at 
the church in the Gathering Space for 30 minutes prior to the beginning of Mass. Mass is celebrated at 
the church and may not be celebrated at the funeral home. 
 

The body of the deceased--with the casket open or closed--may lie in state for 30 minutes in the gathering 
area of the church before the Mass begins. The funeral liturgy ordinarily begins in the gathering space 
with the closing of the casket (if open while in state), followed by sprinkling with holy water at the Baptism 
Font and the placing of the pall. The procession into the church with the ministers, body of the deceased, 
family and friends then follows. 
 

With regard to cremation, Catholic teaching continues to stress the preference for burial or entombment 
of the body of the deceased; nevertheless, cremation is permitted. The church clearly prefers and urges 
that the body of the deceased be present for the funeral rites and that cremation take place after the full 
funeral liturgy with the body present.  
 
However, the celebration of the Catholic funeral liturgy may take place in the presence of the cremated 
remains when the body is cremated before the funeral. In that case, the Order of Christian Funerals, 
clearly states that an appropriate, worthy container, such as a classic urn, is proper for the cremated 
remains. The funeral Mass remains the same as with a casket, except the cremated remains will be placed 
on a table in the center aisle of the church prior to visitation. The blessing of the ashes will takes place in 
church at the beginning of Mass right after the Entrance Procession. 
Just as with a casket, the cremated remains are to be properly buried in a cemetery or a columbarium (a 
permanent place of reposition intended specifically for cremated remains); the practice of scattering 
cremated remains on the sea or on the ground, keeping them in the home, or dividing them among people 
or places is not the reverent disposition that the church requires. 
 

In some cases, a service in the funeral home--in lieu of a funeral Mass in the church--may be an 
appropriate choice. Mass may not be celebrated in the funeral home. 
 

Regardless of the choice made for the funeral, family members are encouraged to participate fully in all 
the services. 
 

In planning the funeral Mass at the Church, family members have several options which they may exercise 
as they wish. 
  
Music 
Music chosen for the funeral liturgy should reflect and respect the norms of planning a Catholic Mass. 
Catholic or Christian liturgical music (hymns, psalms) or most classical music are usually acceptable. Please 
refer to the music selection sheet for suggestions and return the completed sheet to the Parish Office at 
least 2 days prior to the funeral Mass. Any questions regarding other music or having other musicians, 
should be directed to the Parish Music Director. 



  
 
 
Placing the Pall 
(With Casket only) At the beginning of the liturgy, while still assembled in the gathering space, the pall (a 
white cloth) is reverently placed over the casket as a reminder of the white garment the deceased received 
on the day of baptism. It is appropriate for family or friends to place the pall on the casket. 
 

Scripture Readings 
The family may ordinarily choose the Scripture readings from those designated by the church for funerals. 
A booklet of selected readings will be provided; please let the Parish Office know your choices as soon as 
possible. 
The family may ask up to three individuals to proclaim the two readings and the prayers of the faithful at 
Mass. It is usually best when readers have had some experience reading publicly. Otherwise, a parish 
lector will assume the responsibility for this ministry. 

 
Preparation of the Gifts 
Family and/or friends may be designated to present the gifts of bread and wine. While there are usually 
only two items to be presented, any number of persons may participate in the presentation. 
 

Distribution of Communion 
If there are Eucharistic Ministers among the family and friends of the deceased, they may wish to exercise 
their ministry at the funeral Mass and assist in distribution of Communion. If not, a member of the parish 
will assist the priest. The present discipline of the Church is that only Catholic people may receive the 
Eucharist at a funeral Mass. In the event of any question, please speak to the priest or a member of the 
parish staff before the funeral Mass begins. 
 

Remarks by Family Member or Friend 
It is possible for a family member or friend to speak in memory of the deceased. If this takes place in 
church, it must be limited to one speaker with brief, carefully prepared remarks and takes place after the 
distribution of communion. If this takes place at the funeral home, please notify the funeral director; it 
may precede or follow the prayer service and may include one or two speakers or may permit anyone 
present to speak in memory of the deceased. The funeral luncheon is another possible option. 
 

The Funeral Luncheon 
Many families plan a luncheon which follows the committal service at the cemetery (or other funeral 
service). Such a gathering permits fellowship, hospitality and support at a difficult time. 
 

Your funeral director can provide information on local establishments which can accommodate funeral 
luncheons. 
 
In addition, as a ministry to the families and friends of a person who has died, the Altar Society of Saint 
Joseph Parish may provide a luncheon following funeral services. The ability to provide a luncheon at the 
Parish is contingent on the availability of parish facilities, the parish calendar and the Altar Society 
members. To inquire about the possibility of scheduling a luncheon, please contact the Parish Office. If 
the facilities are available, a member of the parish staff will be happy to contact the Altar Society on your 
behalf. The current cost is $10.00 per person. 
 

Members of the Altar Society will shop for and prepare the food. Outside catering is not permitted, nor 
may alcohol be provided or served. 



 

EULOGY GUIDELINES 

 

It is the Church’s preference that Eulogies, a talk of remembrance of the deceased, should be given either 

at the Funeral Home or at the Funeral Luncheon. 

 

If the family chooses to have the Eulogy during the Funeral Mass, it must be five minutes or less and given 

by one person. To ensure that it fits into that time frame, it should be written out and be less than two 

typed pages. 

 

When the person is preparing the Eulogy, they should keep in mind that they are remembering the 

deceased. Many families have found it helpful to have one person speak on behalf of the whole family. 

 

If the family has multiple people or wants a longer eulogy, they will have to find another time and place 

than during the Funeral Mass. 

 

Please share these guidelines with those who will be preparing and/or giving 

the Eulogy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Mass of the Resurrection Hymn Suggestions 

Name of Deceased: ___________________________________________  

Date & Time of Mass: _________________________________________ 

 

Hymns for the Mass (Choose 4)   

_____  Amazing Grace # 614 

_____  Ave Maria 

_____ Be Not Afraid # 600 

_____ 10,000 Reasons Bless the Lord  

_____  City of God # 538 

_____ Eye Has Not Seen # 645 

_____ Fly Like A Bird # 647 

_____ Hail Mary: Gentle Woman # 372 

_____ Here, I am Lord # 539 

 

Responsorial Psalm (Choose 1) 

_____ The Lord is My Shepherd (Ps 23) # 127 

_____ To You O Lord (Ps 25) # 132 

_____ The Lord is My Light (Ps 27) # 134 

_____ My Soul Thirst (Ps 63) # 157 

_____ Be With Me, Lord (Ps 91) # 170 

_____ Out of the Depths (Ps 130) # 196 

 

_____ How Great Thou Art # 694 

_____ I am the Bread of Life # 493 

_____ I Have Loved You # 772 

_____ Irish Blessing # 637 

_____ O God Beyond All Praising # 733 

_____ O Loving God (Tune of Danny Boy) #439 

_____ On Eagle’s Wings # 606 

_____ Prayer of St. Francis # 679 

_____ Precious Lord, Take My Hand # 424 

_____ Shelter Me, O God # 649 

_____ Shepherd Me, O God # 642 

_____ Sing With All the Saints in Glory # 774 

_____ The Strife is O’er (Not during Lent) #336           

_____ We Remember # 588 

_____ You are Near # 610    

Contemporary Songs: 

_____ 10,000 Reasons Bless the Lord 

_____ I Can Only Imagine 

_____ Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace) 

_____ Who Am I (Hillsong) 


