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PARISH OFFICE HOURS
HORARIO DE LA OFICINA

MONDAY - FRIDAY
(Lunes a Viernes): 

8:30am—5pm
Saturday (Sábado):

9am–5pm
 SUNDAY (Domingo):

    8am—3pm

                 Daily Mass (English)                     Misa Diaria (Español)
                      Fridays- 6pm                       Lunes-Sabado - 8am
              Adoración || Adoration    

Jueves (Thursday) 9AM - 10AM    Confessions || Confesiones 
Viernes (Friday) 8:45AM - 12PM       Fridays (Viernes): 6:30PM

No

Nov. 2
8 & 29, 2024 

La oficin
a estará 

CERRADA 

The office
 will b

e

 CLOSED
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         Mass Intentions      Intenciones de Misa
Monday || Lunes, 02
8am
Cumpleaños: Elvira Treto; Ana Maria Treto; 
†: Leonor Muñoz; Martha Rosa Medina Lopez; 

Fausto Medina; Maria Andrea Gutierrez; 
Gabriel Cruz; Viviana Lopez; 
Karen Denise Garcia; 

Tuesday || Martes, 03
8am
Acción de Gracias: Esmeralda Rodriguez;
†: Martha Rosa Medina Lopez; Fausto Medina; 
Maria Andrea Gutierrez;

Wednesday || Miércoles, 04
8am
Cumpleaños: Bianca Ramirez; 
†: Gabriela Guerrero (1 año); Martha Rosa 
Medina Lopez; Fausto Medina; Maria Andrea 
Gutierrez; 

Thursday || Jueves, 05
8am 
†: Martha Rosa Medina Lopez; Fausto Medina; 
Maria Andrea Gutierrez; 

Friday || Viernes, 06
8am
IE: Hermanos Morga;
†:Martha Rosa Medina Lopez; Fausto Medina; 
Maria Andrea Gutierrez;

Saturday || Sábado, 07
8am
Acción de Gracias: Ministerio Pro Vida;
†: Martha Rosa Medina Lopez; Fausto Medina; 
Maria Andrea Gutierrez;

Sunday || Domingo 01
7am

Acción de Gracias: Olga Gomez;
Cumpleaños: Jacob Daniel Cardenas;
IE: Mario Castro Santana; Canela Castro; 
†: Oliva Cruz Mendoza (6 años); 

8:30am 
Birthday: Leo Bradly; 
Health: Nestor Salvatierra; 
†: Norma Vazquez; Maria Ochoa & Pedro Ochoa; 

Karen Denise Garcia;

10am
Acción de Gracias: Asociacion Guadalupana;
Cumpleaños:Jose & Dora Bercian; Viviana Lopez; 
IE:  Zizu Franco Chub; 
†: Rosa Meraz(1 año); Natalio Hernández; 

Salvador Larios; Gabriel Cruz; Dora Vasquez; 
Oscar A. Guardado; Freddy Romano; 
Antonio Manzo; Ana Silvia Dubon (1 año); 
Ruth Elizabeth Rojas; 

1pm
Cumpleaños: Michelle Simon; Kelly Simon; 
†: Fausto Medina; Jose Mercedes Espinoza; 

Martha Rosa Medina Lopez;
Maria Andrea Gutierrez;

3:30pm 
Acción de Gracias: Familia Cruz Hernandez; 

Benito Carrillo Orozco & Familia; 
†: Juana Gonzalez;

5pm
IE: Antonio Diaz; Jonathan Sanchez; 

Fr. Daniel López; Fr. Luis Espinoza; 
Fr Miguel Ángel Ruiz; 

**Please call or visit the parish office to place your intention by Thursday the week prior to Sunday.**
**Si usted desea una intención favor de llamar el Jueves antes del Domingo.**

Save the Date    Reserva la Fecha

Calendario de Diciembre del 2024
     Sun. | Dom.              Mon. | Lun.              Tue. | Mar.               Wed. | Mie.            Thur. | Jue.                 Fri. | Vie.                   Sat. | Sab. 

Second Collection   01
Together In Mission

Venta de Comida 
(JC Krew)

English Social Ministry
Gathering
8:45AM

(Formation Room)

02 03

Bro. Andre Center
Centro Hmno. Andres

8:45AM – 10AM

04

JC Krew 
(Formation room)

7PM

Clase Pre-Bautismal
7PM

Rosario (1/9)
(Grupo de Oración)

6PM

05

Hora Santa por 
Vocaciones 
9AM - 10AM

Rosario (2/9)
(Confirmación)

6PM

06

Adoración
Eucarística 

9AM – 12PM

Confessions Confesiones
8:45AM – 10AM

&
6:30PM – 7:30PM

Primer Viernes adoración 
perpetua

7PM – 7:30AM

Rosario (3/9)
(Scouts of America)

5PM 

07

Adoración perpetua 
termina 
7:45AM

Rosario (4/9)
(O.C.I.A.)

6PM

08

Venta de Comida 
(Oaxaqueños)

Rosario (5/9)
(R.I.C.A.)

6PM

Inmaculada 09 
Concepción 
Solemne  

Misa 
6PM – English

7:30PM – Español

Rosario (6/9)
(Catequesis Familiar)

6PM

10

Bro. Andre Center
Centro Hmno. Andres

8:45AM – 10AM

Rosario (7/9)
(Ministerio Litúrgicos)

6PM

11

JC Krew 
(Formation room)

7PM

Rosario (8/9)
(Monaguillos & 

JC Krew)
6PM

12

5AM – Mañanitas
6AM – Misa
3PM – Rosario 
7PM – Misa 

Rosario (9/9)
(Guadalupanas)

6PM

13

Adoración
Eucarística 

9AM – 12PM

Confessions Confesiones
6:30PM – 7:30PM

14

15

Venta de Comida 
(Grupo de Oración)

Posada 1
(R.I.C.A)

7PM

16

Posada 2
(Monaguillos & 

JC Krew)
7PM

17

Bro. Andre Center
Centro Hmno. Andres

8:45AM – 10AM

Posada 3
(Ministerio Litúrgicos)

7PM

18

JC Krew 
(Formation room)

7PM

Posada 4
(Grupo de Oración)

7PM

19

Hora Santa por 
Vocaciones 
9AM - 10AM

Posada 5
(Confirmación)

7PM

20

Adoración
Eucarística 

9AM – 12PM

Confessions Confesiones
6:30PM – 7:30PM

Posada 6
(Scouts of America)

7PM

21

Posada 7
(Catequesis Familiar)

7PM

22

Venta de Comida 
(Marthas)

Posada 8
(English Ministry 

& O.C.I.A.)
7PM

23

Posada 9
(Guadalupanas & 

Líderes de Ministerios)
7PM

24

Bro. Andre Center
Centro Hmno. Andres

CLOSED || CERRADO

Vigilia(Spanish): 5PM
Vigilia (Bilingual): 8PM 

25

9AM – English 
12:30PM – Español

Oficina CERRADA
Office CLOSED

26

Hora Santa por 
Vocaciones 
9AM - 10AM

27

Adoración
Eucarística 

9AM – 12PM

Confessions Confesiones
6:30PM – 7:30PM

28



Ayúdanos a construir nuestra Capilla Perpetua: un 
lugar de reflexión y paz, SIEMPRE disponible

Help us build our Perpetual Chapel: a place for 
reflection and peace, ALWAYS available

Estamos recaudando fondos para construir una 
hermosa y permanente Capilla Perpetua. Este espacio 
sagrado proporcionará un área dedicada a la oración, 
la reflexión y el consuelo, disponible las 24 horas del 
día, los 7 días de la semana.

Done hoy y sea parte de algo especial
Escanee el código QR, para realizar una contribución 
segura en línea única o recurrente. ¡Gracias por tu 
apoyo!

We are raising funds to construct a beautiful and 
permanent Perpetual Chapel. This sacred space

     will provide a dedicated area for prayer, reflection,      
 and solace, available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Donate Today and Be a Part of Something Special
Scan the QR code to make a one time or 
recurring secure online contribution.
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Do you wonder what being a Sister is all about?  Is God calling YOU to be a Sister? The Daughters of Charity 
of St. Vincent de Paul invite you to join us for a Religious Vocation Experience on Sept. 27 to 29th in 

Los Altos Hills, CA. 

This opportunity is for single catholic women, between 18 to 40 years of age. Call or text Sr. Lisa Laguna, D.C. 
with any questions at (213) 210-9903 or email srllaguna@doc1633.org

                                                                Scan for more information

World Mission Sunday 2024 
Week 4: Thank you for Your Generosity 
     On behalf of the missionary men and women serving in over 
1,150 mission territories, we extend  our heartfelt gratitude for 
your generous support on World Mission Sunday. Your 
contributions ensure that the Gospel continues to spread, bringing 
hope, love, and salvation to those in need. 
      This year’s theme, “Go and invite everyone to the banquet,” 
reminds us of our universal call to evangelize and support our  
brothers and sisters around the world. Your generosity helps build 
churches, train clergy, and provide essential services in mission 
territories. Thank you for being part of this vital mission and for 
making a lasting impact on the global Church. 

Domingo Mundial de las Misiones 2024
Semana 4: Gracias por su generosidad
       En nombre de los hombres y mujeres misioneros que prestan 
servicio en más de 1150 territorios de misión, les expresamos 
nuestro más sincero agradecimiento por su generoso apoyo en el 
Domingo Mundial de las Misiones. Sus contribuciones garantizan 
que el Evangelio siga difundiéndose, llevando esperanza, amor y 
salvación a los necesitados.
       El tema de este año, “Vayan e inviten a todos al banquete”, 
nos recuerda nuestro llamado universal a evangelizar y apoyar a 
nuestros hermanos y hermanas en todo el mundo. Su 
generosidad ayuda a construir iglesias, capacitar al clero y brindar 
servicios esenciales en los territorios de misión. Gracias por ser 
parte de esta misión vital y por tener un impacto duradero en la 
Iglesia mundial.

Ayúdanos a construir nuestra Capilla Perpetua: un 
lugar de reflexión y paz, SIEMPRE disponible

Help us build our Perpetual Chapel: a place for 
reflection and peace, ALWAYS available

Estamos recaudando fondos para construir una 
hermosa y permanente Capilla Perpetua. 
Este espacio sagrado proporcionará un área 
dedicada a la oración, la reflexión y el consuelo, 
disponible las 24 horas del día, los 7 días de la 
semana.

Done hoy y sea parte de algo especial
Escanee el código QR, para realizar una contribución 
segura en línea única o recurrente. ¡Gracias por tu 
apoyo!

We are raising funds to construct a beautiful 
and permanent Perpetual Chapel. This sacred 
space will provide a dedicated area for prayer, 

reflection, and solace, available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week.

Donate Today and Be a Part of Something Special
Scan the QR code to make a one time or 
recurring secure online contribution.

Archdiocesan Events

First Sunday of Advent                 Primer Domingo de Adviento
DID YOU KNOW?Child pornography and 
artificial intelligence, part 2
Artificial intelligence, or AI, has opened the 
door to generating incredibly realistic images. 
Often called “deepfakes,” we have seen these 
images crop up on social media. In January 
2024, explicit images of Taylor Swift, created 
by AI, were posted online, and viewed over 45 
million times before they were removed. In the 
same way, AI technology can be used by child 
abusers to create and share explicit imagery. 
For more information, read the VIRTUS® 
article “Artificial Intelligence – Deepfakes and 
Child Abusers” on 
lacatholics.org/did-you-know/.

¿Sabía Usted? Pornografía infantil e inteligencia 
artificial, parte 2
La inteligencia artificial, o IA, ha abierto la puerta a la 
generación de imágenes increíblemente realistas. A 
menudo llamadas “deepfakes”, hemos visto aparecer 
estas imágenes en las redes sociales. En enero de 
2024, se publicaron en línea imágenes explícitas de 
Taylor Swift, creadas por IA, y fueron vistas más de 45 
millones de veces antes de que se eliminaran. De la 
misma manera, los abusadores de menores pueden 
usar la tecnología de IA para crear y compartir 
imágenes explícitas. Para obtener más información, 
lea el artículo en inglés de VIRTUS® “Artificial 
Intelligence – Deepfakes and Child Abusers” 
(Inteligencia artificial: “deepfakes” y abusadores de 
menores) en lacatholics.org/did-you-know/.

● December 1st: Procession & Mass in honor of 
(Procession & Misa en honor a) Our Lady of Guadalupe 

10:30AM: Procession || Procesión (Our Lady of Solitude)
1PM: Holy Mass || Santa Misa (East LA College Stadium)

● December 2nd: Guadalupe Veneration Experience 
Mission San Gabriel Arcángel
Visitors will be able to register for an entry time free of cost

● December 6th: Latino Theater
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels
7PM 

● December 7th: Latino Theater
Live Play “La Virgen de Guadalupe, Dios Inantzin”
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels
6PM 

● December 14th: Christian Scripture - New Testament
Advanced Ministry Studies
9AM – 4PM 

● December 15th: Simbang Gabi Mass
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels
6:30PM – 8:30PM

● December 21st: Homeless persons interreligious 
memorial
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels
6:30PM – 8:30PM

● January 12th: Diaconate Virtual Information Day
Register with Deacon Melecio at 
dmz2011@la-archdiocese.org
2PM – 4PM

● January 18th: OneLife LA
La Placita (Kick off)
12PM – 6:30PM 

● January 18th: Requiem Mass for the Unborn
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels
5PM – 6PM

Register Here 

Register Here 

Parish Events Eventos Parroquiales

Feria de Salud

● Consultas Médicas
● Exámenes de: 

○ Glucosa, Anemia & 
Colesterol

○ Hipertensión & Indice 
de masa corporal

● Educación de salud y 
nutrición

● Donaciones de comida, 
ropa artículos de higiene 
y más!

Árbol de la Generosidad 2024 
¡Les invitamos a participar en nuestra campaña “Árbol de Generosidad”! En el cual se encuentran esferas 
de navidad etiquetadas con el número de identificación de cada familia que son parte del centro Hermano 
Andrés. Por favor tomen una esfera y patrocinen una familia con tarjetas de regalo o artículos generales 

para el invierno. Acuérdese de poner la etiqueta en el regalo cuando lo entregue a la oficina antes del 
domingo, 15 de diciembre. Se le agradece su generosidad!  

 Elección 1: Tarjetas de Regalo ($20 por persona) 
Elección 2: Efectivo en persona en la oficina parroquial 

Elección 3: Regalo Genérico (Ej.: Cobijas, bufanda, gorros, etc.)

Giving Tree 2024
We invite you to participate in our “Tree of Giving” campaign! The Christmas tree is covered with ornaments with gift 
tags containing the identification number of families that regularly attend the Brother Andre Outreach Center.  Please 

choose an ornament and sponsor a family with gift cards, winter items, household items, etc. Attach the gift tag 
containing the family's ID number and turn in your gifts to the church office by Sunday, December 15th. Your generosity 

is greatly appreciated!
 Choice 1: Gift Cards ($20 per person) 

Choice 2: Cash in-person at Parish office 
Choice 3: Generic gift (Ex.: Blanket, scarves, beanies, etc.)

Brighten the Holidays with a Donation!
Help us spread holiday cheer by donating to our 

Christmas tree fund! We're aiming to purchase two 
stunning 16-foot Christmas trees to illuminate our 

parish. Your generous contribution will help create a 
magical holiday experience for everyone.

Method 1: Online Giving (Scan QR code)
Method 2: In-Person cash at Parish office 

¡Alegre las fiestas con una donación!
¡Ayúdenos a difundir la alegría navideña donando a 

nuestro fondo para árboles de Navidad! Nuestro 
objetivo es comprar dos impresionantes árboles de 

Navidad de 16 pies para iluminar nuestra 
parroquia. Su generosa contribución ayudará a 

crear una experiencia navideña mágica para todos.

Método 1: En Línea (Escanear código QR)
Método 2: Efectivo en persona en la oficina 

parroquial

  Choice 1: Gift Cards ($20 per person) 
Choice 2: Cash in-person at Parish office 

Choice 3: Generic gift 

mailto:srllaguna@doc1633.org
https://lacatholics.org/did-you-know/
https://lacatholics.org/did-you-know/
mailto:dmz2011@la-archdiocese.org


             Gospel Reflection         (Lk 21:25-28, 34-36)     

Happy New Year to everybody! Last week we celebrated the Feast of Christ the King and the last Sunday of the outgoing Church year. 
Today is the First Sunday in Advent and the beginning of a new Church year. It is also the beginning of a new cycle of prayers and 
Scripture readings, Cycle C. So, Happy New Year to you all!
Why are these four weeks before Christmas called ‘Advent’? The term comes from a Latin word (adventus) meaning ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’. 
We immediately think it refers to the coming of Jesus at Christmastime and that is correct. But that is not the whole story. In fact, we can 
speak of three ‘comings’ of the Lord and all are referred to in the Scripture readings today.
Three ‘comings’
The First Reading from the prophet Jeremiah refers prophetically to the coming of Jesus, our King and Saviour:
I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.
That is the coming of the Child Jesus in Bethlehem, which we anticipate and prepare for in these four weeks. That is what we may call the 
First Coming.
The Gospel speaks in ominous terms of the end of the world and what we refer to as the Second Coming of Jesus at the end of time:
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 
However, there is still a third coming which forms an important and indispensable link between the First and Second Comings. That is what 
is spoken about in the Second Reading. It is the welcoming of Jesus into our lives in the here and now. This is something which takes 
place every day. By it we both acknowledge the First Coming of Jesus in Bethlehem and prepare for the Second Coming at an unknown 
future date.
Why the end at the beginning?
It may seem strange to start the beginning of the Church year by speaking about the end of the world. Should we not rather be speaking 
about creation—or at least about the beginnings of Christianity and the moment of Incarnation?
Our life in this world is a kind of journey or pilgrimage. In the Scripture and in life generally, the beginnings and the past in one sense are 
not so important. These are happenings which have already taken place and there is nothing we can do to change them now. However, 
they have an importance in that they deeply influence what we are now—in both good and less good ways. What is more important is that 
we should know where we are going and where our destination is. Why is that? When we decide where we want to go, it will influence 
what we do, and it will guide our choices. If I decide I want to be an engineer or an architect, then I have to take certain steps and make 
certain decisions. If, on the other hand, I decide to be a monk or a hermit, then I will have to make quite different decisions and choices. I 
will not be looking back at where I came from, but forward to where I am going.
Facing realities
The readings of today’s Mass urge us to face the realities of life. Many people want to enjoy their life, but one of two things happens. Either 
they spend years of toil and energy trying to set up a situation where they can ‘enjoy’, but never actually reach their goal, or they ‘enjoy’ by 
actually escaping from the day to day realities through indulging in alcohol, gambling, drugs, sex, material indulgence or any combination 
of these. People, as the Gospel says, are coarsened:
…with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life.
Many of these concerns are, if people could only realise it, of their own making.
What is our greatest enemy? Is it not having enough money? Is it people we see threatening our livelihood, rivals in work or business? No, 
in reality, our greatest enemies are fear and anxiety, especially about the future. 
…on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what 
is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
This is not just the future—these things are happening to people right now. 
And yet, the Gospel says the reaction of the Christian disciple should not be one of fear:
…when these things [the signs of the end times] begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near.
It all depends on one’s priorities and attachments. If I am principally concerned about the value of my house, my job, my investments and 
such, then I have good reason indeed to be anxious when “that day” comes. A great deal of our fear stems from our wanting to manipulate 
the future and the world in which we live, and realising that it is a very difficult thing to do. It is also a very unrealistic approach. It makes far 
more sense to come to terms with the realities which face us, and find our happiness in those realities. There are some things, obviously, 
that we can change—if change is necessary, then we should change them. There are many other things we cannot possibly change. The 
only choice is to accept them and live within the parameters they set for us. Wisdom, as they say, consists in knowing which is which. It is 
also a great source for peace of mind.
In the journey of life, today’s Mass suggests our approach should be similar. If we want to celebrate the First Coming of Jesus and prepare 
for his Second Coming, then the way to do it is to be aware of his coming into every moment of every day so we can receive him and give 
Him the reigns of our life. 

Reflexión del Evangelio          (Lc 21:25-28, 34-36)   
¡Feliz Año Nuevo a todos! La semana pasada celebramos la Fiesta de Cristo Rey y el último domingo del año litúrgico. Hoy es el Primer 
Domingo de Adviento y el comienzo de un nuevo año litúrgico. También es el comienzo de un nuevo ciclo de oraciones y lecturas de la 
Escritura, el Ciclo C. ¡Así que Feliz Año Nuevo a todos!
¿Por qué estas cuatro semanas antes de Navidad se llaman "Adviento"? El término proviene de una palabra latina (adventus) que 
significa "venida" o "llegada". Inmediatamente pensamos que se refiere a la venida de Jesús en Navidad y eso es correcto. Pero esa no 
es toda la historia. De hecho, podemos hablar de tres "venidas" del Señor y todas se mencionan en las lecturas de hoy.
Tres "venidas" La Primera Lectura del profeta Jeremías se refiere proféticamente a la venida de Jesús, nuestro Rey y Salvador:
Haré surgir un Renuevo justo de David, que gobernará con justicia y rectitud.
Esa es la venida del Niño Jesús en Belén, que anticipamos y preparamos durante estas cuatro semanas. Eso es lo que podemos llamar la 
Primera Venida.
El Evangelio habla en términos ominosos del fin del mundo y de lo que llamamos la Segunda Venida de Jesús al final de los tiempos:
Entonces verán al 'Hijo del Hombre venir en las nubes' con poder y gran gloria.
Sin embargo, todavía hay una tercera venida que forma un vínculo importante e indispensable entre la Primera y la Segunda Venida. Eso 
es de lo que se habla en la Segunda Lectura. Es la bienvenida a Jesús en nuestras vidas aquí y ahora. Esto es algo que ocurre todos los 
días. Con ello, reconocemos la Primera Venida de Jesús en Belén y nos preparamos para la Segunda Venida en una fecha futura 
desconocida.
¿Por qué el final al principio?
Puede parecer extraño comenzar el inicio del año litúrgico hablando del fin del mundo. ¿No deberíamos hablar más bien de la creación, o 
al menos de los comienzos del cristianismo y del momento de la Encarnación?
Nuestra vida en este mundo es una especie de viaje o peregrinación. En la Escritura y en la vida en general, los comienzos y el pasado, 
en cierto sentido, no son tan importantes. Estos son acontecimientos que ya han tenido lugar y no hay nada que podamos hacer para 
cambiarlos ahora. Sin embargo, tienen una importancia en el sentido de que influyen profundamente en lo que somos ahora, tanto en lo 
bueno como en lo menos bueno. Lo que es más importante es que debemos saber a dónde vamos y cuál es nuestro destino. ¿Por qué? 
Cuando decidimos a dónde queremos ir, eso influirá en lo que hacemos y guiará nuestras elecciones. Si decido que quiero ser ingeniero o 
arquitecto, entonces tengo que tomar ciertos pasos y tomar ciertas decisiones. Si, por otro lado, decido ser monje o ermitaño, entonces 
tendré que tomar decisiones y elecciones bastante diferentes. No estaré mirando hacia atrás a dónde vine, sino hacia adelante a dónde 
voy.
Las lecturas de la Misa de hoy nos instan a enfrentar las realidades de la vida. Mucha gente quiere disfrutar de su vida, pero pasa una de 
dos cosas. O bien pasan años de trabajo y energía tratando de establecer una situación en la que puedan "disfrutar", pero nunca llegan a 
alcanzar su objetivo, o bien "disfrutan" escapando de las realidades cotidianas a través del alcohol, el juego, las drogas, el sexo, la 
indulgencia material o cualquier combinación de estos. La gente, como dice el Evangelio, se endurece:
...con disipación y embriaguez y las preocupaciones de esta vida.
Muchas de estas preocupaciones son, si la gente pudiera darse cuenta, de su propia creación. ¿Cuál es nuestro mayor enemigo? ¿Es no 
tener suficiente dinero? ¿Son las personas que vemos amenazando nuestro sustento, rivales en el trabajo o los negocios? No, en 
realidad, nuestros mayores enemigos son el miedo y la ansiedad, especialmente sobre el futuro.
...en la tierra angustia entre las naciones confundidas por el rugido del mar y las olas. La gente se desmayará de miedo y presentimiento 
de lo que se avecina sobre el mundo, porque los poderes de los cielos serán sacudidos.
Esto no es solo el futuro; estas cosas les están sucediendo a las personas ahora mismo. Y, sin embargo, el Evangelio dice que la reacción 
del discípulo cristiano no debe ser de miedo:
...cuando estas cosas [las señales de los últimos tiempos] comiencen a suceder, levántense y alcen la cabeza, porque su redención se 
acerca.
Todo depende de las prioridades y los apegos de uno. Si estoy principalmente preocupado por el valor de mi casa, mi trabajo, mis 
inversiones y cosas por el estilo, entonces tengo buenas razones para estar ansioso cuando llegue "ese día". Gran parte de nuestro 
miedo proviene de querer manipular el futuro y el mundo en el que vivimos, y darnos cuenta de que es algo muy difícil de hacer. También 
es un enfoque muy poco realista. Tiene mucho más sentido aceptar las realidades que enfrentamos y encontrar nuestra felicidad en esas 
realidades. Hay algunas cosas, obviamente, que podemos cambiar; si es necesario cambiar, entonces debemos cambiarlas. Hay muchas 
otras cosas que no podemos cambiar. La única opción es aceptarlas y vivir dentro de los parámetros que nos imponen. La sabiduría, 
como dicen, consiste en saber cuál es cuál. También es una gran fuente de paz mental.
En el viaje de la vida, la Misa de hoy sugiere que nuestro enfoque debería ser similar. Si queremos celebrar la Primera Venida de Jesús y 
prepararnos para su Segunda Venida, entonces la manera de hacerlo es ser conscientes de su venida en cada momento de cada día y 
aprender a rebele y dale las riendas de nuestra vida. 

Happy New Year to everybody! Last week we celebrated the Feast of Christ the King and the last Sunday of the outgoing Church year. 
Today is the First Sunday in Advent and the beginning of a new Church year. It is also the beginning of a new cycle of prayers and 
Scripture readings, Cycle C. So, Happy New Year to you all!
Why are these four weeks before Christmas called ‘Advent’? The term comes from a Latin word (adventus) meaning ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’. 
We immediately think it refers to the coming of Jesus at Christmastime and that is correct. But that is not the whole story. In fact, we can 
speak of three ‘comings’ of the Lord and all are referred to in the Scripture readings today. Three ‘comings’
The First Reading from the prophet Jeremiah refers prophetically to the coming of Jesus, our King and Saviour:
I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.
That is the coming of the Child Jesus in Bethlehem, which we anticipate and prepare for in these four weeks. That is what we may call the 
First Coming.
The Gospel speaks in ominous terms of the end of the world and what we refer to as the Second Coming of Jesus at the end of time:
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 
However, there is still a third coming which forms an important and indispensable link between the First and Second Comings. That is what 
is spoken about in the Second Reading. It is the welcoming of Jesus into our lives in the here and now. This is something which takes 
place every day. By it we both acknowledge the First Coming of Jesus in Bethlehem and prepare for the Second Coming at an unknown 
future date.
Why the end at the beginning?
It may seem strange to start the beginning of the Church year by speaking about the end of the world. Should we not rather be speaking 
about creation—or at least about the beginnings of Christianity and the moment of Incarnation?
Our life in this world is a kind of journey or pilgrimage. In the Scripture and in life generally, the beginnings and the past in one sense are 
not so important. These are happenings which have already taken place and there is nothing we can do to change them now. However, 
they have an importance in that they deeply influence what we are now—in both good and less good ways. What is more important is that 
we should know where we are going and where our destination is. Why is that? When we decide where we want to go, it will influence 
what we do, and it will guide our choices. If I decide I want to be an engineer or an architect, then I have to take certain steps and make 
certain decisions. If, on the other hand, I decide to be a monk or a hermit, then I will have to make quite different decisions and choices. I 
will not be looking back at where I came from, but forward to where I am going.
Facing realities
The readings of today’s Mass urge us to face the realities of life. Many people want to enjoy their life, but one of two things happens. Either 
they spend years of toil and energy trying to set up a situation where they can ‘enjoy’, but never actually reach their goal, or they ‘enjoy’ by 
actually escaping from the day to day realities through indulging in alcohol, gambling, drugs, sex, material indulgence or any combination 
of these. People, as the Gospel says, are coarsened:
…with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life.
Many of these concerns are, if people could only realise it, of their own making.
What is our greatest enemy? Is it not having enough money? Is it people we see threatening our livelihood, rivals in work or business? No, 
in reality, our greatest enemies are fear and anxiety, especially about the future. 
…on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what 
is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
This is not just the future—these things are happening to people right now. 
And yet, the Gospel says the reaction of the Christian disciple should not be one of fear:
…when these things [the signs of the end times] begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near.
It all depends on one’s priorities and attachments. If I am principally concerned about the value of my house, my job, my investments and 
such, then I have good reason indeed to be anxious when “that day” comes. A great deal of our fear stems from our wanting to manipulate 
the future and the world in which we live, and realising that it is a very difficult thing to do. It is also a very unrealistic approach. It makes far 
more sense to come to terms with the realities which face us, and find our happiness in those realities. There are some things, obviously, 
that we can change—if change is necessary, then we should change them. There are many other things we cannot possibly change. The 
only choice is to accept them and live within the parameters they set for us. Wisdom, as they say, consists in knowing which is which. It is 
also a great source for peace of mind.
In the journey of life, today’s Mass suggests our approach should be similar. If we want to celebrate the First Coming of Jesus and prepare 
for his Second Coming, then the way to do it is to be aware of his coming into every moment of every day so we can receive him and give 
Him the reigns of our life. 
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