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A  C A M PA I G N  F O R  N AT I V I T Y  O F  O U R  LO R D



C A M PA I G N  P R AY E R
Heavenly Father, 

We thank You for our church, 
our school, and the many blessings 

You have bestowed upon us 
over the past 100 years.

Help us to be good stewards
 of Your gifts to us.

Please bless our Centennial Campaign.
May it benefit our community 

which is built on tradition, 
and may it enliven in us 

a hope for the future.
We ask all this through Christ, our Lord.

Amen

My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

From its founding in 1922, Nativity of Our Lord has helped God’s children 
respond through faith to His call of discipleship. Nativity is known for its rich 
sacramental and spiritual life, exceptional Catholic education, and vibrant faith 
community. Grounded in this great tradition, our Centennial Campaign Built 
on Tradition, Hope for the Future will ensure Nativity is a source of hope for 
generations to come.

During my 15 years as pastor of Nativity, I have been impressed by our parish’s 
lasting friendships, gracious hospitality, and deep commitment to mission. 
More than 2,000 church and school families call Nativity home — a welcoming 
place to worship, learn, and grow in faith. Nativity families support the church 
and school through their talents, treasures, and prayers, and work tirelessly to 
build up our faith community and its financial resources. From our Nativity 
County Fair and spring gala to the fundraising efforts of the Men’s Club and 
NCCW, our families ensure Nativity is a place of grace, peace, and hope. 

With sincere gratitude for your generosity and God’s many blessings, I 
encourage your support of our Centennial Campaign. Its success will allow us 
to complete our church restoration, strengthen our resources, and plan for our 
next century. 

I am honored to shepherd our beautiful community and pray we will continue 
heeding God’s call to love and serve one another.

In gratitude,

FR. PATRICK HIPWELL
Pastor
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Nativity of Our Lord School has a strong tradition of excellence 
serving the children of our parish and community. Our students gain 
knowledge, grow in faith, and begin a life of service in our beautiful 

school and church. Students wear the Nativity School uniform with pride in 
the classroom, on the playground, and in the broader community. Our alumni 
value their Nativity years and shine as leaders in local high schools, in national 
colleges and universities, and in the professional arena. We’ve heard it said, 

“IN THE END...IT IS THE BEGINNING THAT COUNTS.” 

At Nativity, our children develop their God-given gifts and talents to become 
the person God has called them to be. Success during a student’s formative years 
is a strong predictor of greatness to come!

In 2006, parishioners and school parents recognized the need to invest in our 
school facility and it came at a significant cost and sacrifice by many. They 
envisioned a school that would serve students now and for generations to come. 
Nativity’s 2006 campaign raised unprecedented funds and our school was 
greatly enhanced with new science labs, fine arts spaces, additional classrooms, 
and a magnificent library! Now it’s time to invest in the heart and soul of 
Nativity School, our strong teaching staff, and build up resources to help 
families who desire a Catholic education for their children.

Let’s retire the remaining $1 million building debt and grow our Scholarship 
Endowment Fund. Together as one community, we will strengthen Nativity 
School. Join me in supporting our Centennial Campaign and help further 
the Legacy of Greatness that is Nativity! 

KATE WOLLAN, Principal
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Nativity’s incredible teaching 
staff, outstanding leadership 
and supportive community 

helps students grow 
academically and socially.  
As a Nativity student I was 

provided with a strong 
foundation of faith, community 
and academic readiness which 
I want for my children. Joe and 
I are thrilled that our daughters 

attend Nativity and look 
forward to our son joining them 

in a few years. We know our 
children are loved and  given 
a chance to shine each day.  

We are confident that Nativity’s 
tradition of excellence will 

serve students and families for 
generations to come.” 

MADDIE (BISANZ) MAUER, 
Campaign Honorary Co-Chair



BUILT ON TRADITION – 
TIER 1 INITIATIVES
Church Building Restoration, Repair, 
and Updates ($2.2 million)
For generations, Nativity’s beautiful English Gothic-style church has been a place to 
encounter God and grow in faith. This historic building has housed and gathered us as 
we celebrate and mourn, learn, and actively participate in faith, hope, and love. Through 
baptisms, first communions, weddings, and funerals, our church has been our spiritual 
home. Soldiers returning home from war and students attending school Masses have 
knelt side-by-side before the altar. Brides and grooms professed their love  and loved ones 
received their final commendation in the same sanctuary. Nativity’s families deserve a 
beautiful, restored church and a fitting gathering place, for this generation and the next. 
The next phase of our beloved church project completes the interior restoration and 
provides updates to Steiner Hall, including: 

Restoring stained-glass windows 
Decades of harsh weather, sun, and age have compromised Nativity’s beautiful stained-glass 
windows in the nave, sanctuary, and entrances. The leading of these historic windows has 
exceeded its 90-year service life and must be replaced. A specialty contractor will replace 
all leading, bringing back both the windows’ original aesthetics and structural integrity. 
Many windows have reached their functional lifespan and will be replaced to prevent leaks 
and enhance energy efficiency. These new insulated windows will have stained glass on the 
interior and retain the historic church’s aesthetic. 

Repairing deteriorated walls 
Excessive spalling and crumbling tracery caused by water damage has required the use of 
plastic tarps to prevent injury from falling stone. This sheeting has been in place for nearly 
three years. Calibrated moisture sensors placed inside the church walls indicate that the 
recent re-fortification of external masonry has successfully eliminated water intrusion. In 
early 2023, the east facing wall and other affected areas will be scraped, replastered and 
painted; after which the protective plastic tarps will finally be removed. 

Updating Steiner Hall
The church’s only gathering space (for non-liturgical events) was last updated 40 years 
ago. Utilized as a place to celebrate family-friendly Masses, host funeral lunches, and 
accommodate religious formation and youth activities, Steiner Hall will undergo $250,000 
in improvements to maximize its use. Functional upgrades include a new heating and 
air conditioning unit, kitchen equipment, bathroom fixtures, A/V upgrades, and wall 
partitioning. Additional upgrades to wall and floor treatments and seating will create a 
more welcoming space. 

Nativity of Our Lord Catholic Church
A vibrant, faith-filled church and school, Nativity of Our Lord is rooted in tradition and 
committed to growth in Christ. As one community of disciples, young scholars, and servants, 
Nativity parish is working to strengthen its church and school through a Centennial 
Campaign, Built on Tradition, Hope for the Future. Nativity’s clergy and lay leadership 
identified parish-wide needs and the campaign initiatives reflect those needs prioritized by 
parishioners, school families, and alumni in the planning study.

I T E M I Z E D  E S T I M AT E S 
F O R  C H U R C H 
R E S TO R AT I O N ,  R E PA I R 
A N D  R E N O VAT I O N 
• Scaffolding - $185,000
• Stained Glass - $385,000
• Window Replacement - 

$145,000
• Stone Repair - $285,000
• Plaster Repair - $400,000
• Painting - $90,000
• Steiner Hall Renovation - 

$250,000
• Contingency (13%) - 

$230,000
• Escalation (13%) - $230,000



School Building Debt Elimination ($1 million)
Founded 15 years before Nativity’s church was completed, Nativity of 
Our Lord Catholic School is central to parish life. As the church’s most 
significant ministry, the school helps students grow into the person God 
has called them to be through faith, academics, and character development. 
Sacrament preparation is key to the curriculum and 
graduating students consistently achieve top scores 
on high school entrance exams. The school 
successfully served our children while 
navigating the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and currently boasts some of its 
highest enrollment to date. From 
the classroom to the playground, 
Nativity students thrive. In order 
to sustain the school’s excellence 
and creating new achievement 
opportunities, elimination of 
the school building’s residual 
debt is a top priority.

My time at Nativity sent me to 
high school with the leadership 

skills to be of service to my 
community, and the experience 

to understand why that work 
is so important to me. I was 
not only given an incredible 

academic foundation to 
build upon, but I learned the 

richness that comes from 
building relationships with 

teachers, staff, and peers to 
make those efforts meaningful. 
Nativity prepared me to be my 

best self as a student in the 
classroom and a child of God 
amongst His people. I could 
not be more grateful for the 
community that made my 11 

years of Nativity education so 
formative and special.” 

GRETA CUNNINGHAM, 
Class of 2019



N AT I V I T Y 
BY  T H E  N U M B E R S

1,775 registered 
parish families

715 students enrolled in  
preschool – 8th grade

5 Lord’s Day Masses 
and 8 daily Masses

93 weekly committed 
Eucharistic adorers

503 County Fair 
volunteers



HOPE 
FOR THE 
FUTURE – 
TIER 2 
INITIATIVES
Church and School 
Scholarship Endowments ($500,000)
Investing in Nativity’s future through endowments is essential to sustain and 
grow our dynamic church and school. Endowments are important financial 
assets, which are invested to grow the principle, while the interest earned 
provides income. Currently, stewardship and offertory support falls short 
of offsetting parish operating expenses. A 4% annual draw from the parish 
endowment fund trust covers the difference, as well as essential maintenance. 
Growing the fund by at least $250,000 will grow funds available to be drawn 
upon, ensure Nativity can meet its financial needs, and strengthen our ability to 
minister, educate, and serve.

Our school is key to engaging new families and fulfilling Nativity’s 
mission to provide opportunities to live out our Christian witness. 
Each year, 40% of parish revenue is directed to the school — 
a substantial, ongoing commitment to this impactful 
ministry. Growing the school scholarship endowment 
by at least $250,000 will help keep tuition affordable 
and ensure that our excellent Catholic education 
remains accessible to all. 

In our 13 years as parishioners, 
we have witnessed firsthand 

how Nativity is more than 
just a beautiful church or an 

excellent school, it is a lifelong 
community that our family 

has been blessed to be part 
of. But like any good thing, 

this parish community of ours 
must be nurtured in order 
to sustain its longstanding 

tradition and grandeur. 
We know that the time has 

come to prayerfully consider 
investing in this sacred place 

through the Centennial 
Campaign to ensure future 
generations will continue to 

have the opportunity to receive 
Nativity’s great gifts now and 

for the next 100 years.” 

BRIAN AND JENNY NASH, 
Campaign Co-Chairs



Nativity of Our Lord is home to over 2,000 
registered parishioners and school families.

715 students (preschool – grade 8) are enrolled at 
Nativity School.

Last year, 75 students were awarded scholarships, 
for a total of $191,423.

The Nativity of Our Lord Endowment Fund Trust 
has an asset value of $4 million, and the parish 
draws 4% from the value of the fund each year 
to offset the annual operating budget and cover 
deferred maintenance projects.

The school building’s $1 million residual debt 
is serviced at $144,000 annually, and the loan’s 
adjustable rate will increase in 2026.

Did
You

Know?



Nativity is our home. It is the 
place where we have made 
lifelong friendships, raised 
our family, and have come 

together to worship. We have 
been blessed beyond belief 
to be part of this amazing 

community. Nativity now needs 
our help to ensure that these 
blessings will be bestowed 
upon future generations. 

We are excited to be a part 
of Nativity’s Centennial 

Campaign!” 

MARK AND HEIDI WINGERD, 
Campaign Co-Chairs

The Nativity of Our Lord Scholarship 
Endowment Fund has an asset value of 
$775,000, which is permanently endowed 
and stewarded by the Catholic Community 
Foundation to provide scholarships for school 
tuition.

Growing the scholarship endowment to 
$1 million will generate $40,000 in an annual 4% draw, 
providing 20% of the annual identified need.

Once debt-free, Nativity school will be able to direct greater 
support for classroom technology and student programs, as 
well as increase teacher salaries to help our school attract and 
retain the best Catholic educators.

Nativity’s last capital campaign for the school occurred nearly 
a decade ago. Now is a great time for current families, whose 
children benefit from the new school, to offer support.



Pledges
Pledges are commitments made in good faith. We invite 
you to prayerfully consider making a sacrificial and 
meaningful pledge, a gift that is in addition to your 
current offertory support. Gifts of this nature can be 
spread over a three-year period, allowing for manageable 
payments. Pledge payments can be made with check, 
cash, or through Nativity’s secure online giving system. 
You may benefit from such payments with a charitable 
deduction on your tax return. 

Securities
Gifts of appreciated stocks, bonds, or mutual fund shares 
can have an immediate impact on the campaign, as well 
as create an income tax deduction for you based on their 
current market value. You also avoid capital gains by 
gifting directly to the campaign, a double benefit to you. 

Planned Gifts
Planned gifts provide opportunities to make a meaningful 
commitment to the campaign now as part of your 
financial and estate planning. Such gifts can allow for full 
leveraging of tax laws and enable you to accomplish your 
financial and charitable goals. Examples include: a will or 
a living trust, life insurance, real estate, IRA, 401(K), or 
pension plan and charitable trust.

Company Matching Gifts
Corporate matching gifts can double or triple the size of 
your contribution. Many companies match charitable 
gifts of current or retired employees and spouses. Before 
making a gift, please inquire with your employer to see if 
your campaign gift qualifies for a match.

Always consult with a financial advisor to determine which 
method of giving is most beneficial for you.

F U L F I L L I N G  YO U R  C O M M I T M E N T
Campaign gifts are sacrificial in nature, going beyond the important and sustaining support you regularly give to Nativity 
of Our Lord church and school. Our Built on Tradition, Hope for the Future Centennial Campaign encourages financial 
commitments payable over a three-year period, and gift designations will be honored. The table below illustrates ways your 
impactful gift can be paid.

Pledge Amount

$100,000

$75,000

$50,000

$25,000

$20,000

$15,000

$10,000

$5,000

$2,500

$1,200

Initial 10% 
Investment

$10,000

$7,500

$5,000

$2,500

$2,000

$1,500

$1,000

$500

$250

$120

 
Monthly

$2,500

$1,875

$1,250

$625

$500

$375

$250

$125

$63

$30

 
Quarterly

$7,500

$5,625

$3,750

$1,875

$1,500

$1,125

$750

$375

$188

$90

 
Semiannual

$15,000

$11,250

$7,500

$3,750

$3,000

$2,250

$1,500

$750

$375

$180

 
Annual

$30,000

$22,500

$15,000

$7,500

$6,000

$4,500

$3,000

$1,500

$750

$360

We encourage all donors to consider an initial 10-20% 
initial payment to cover immediate costs.

C O M M E M O R AT I V E  C O N T R I B U T I O
N
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C O M M E M O R AT I V E  C O N T R I B U T I O
N

SWe invite you to invest in the future 
of Nativity of Our Lord through 
commemorative opportunities. Donors who 

demonstrate their lasting commitment to Nativity may 
have their names or those of loved ones listed on a 
benefactor board or on a designated plaque. 

Parish Benefactors 
Nativity recognizes donors who support the church and 
school at the following levels:
• Holy Family of God $250,000
• Blessed Savior $100,000
• Blessed Mother $75,000
• Saint Joseph   $50,000

Campaign Naming Opportunities
• Nave windows (4 pairs) $100,000 each
• Entrance windows (17)   $50,000 each
• Choir loft alcove windows (3)  $25,000 each
• Named Endowed Scholarships $75,000 each 

John and Annette Whaley are 
delighted to serve as honorary 

co-chairs for Nativity’s 
Centennial Campaign. 

They have been parishioners 
for many decades and are 
proud parents of Nativity 

School alumni. Their 
leadership and generous 
support through the years 

continues to inspire families 
and encouraged students. 



1900 Wellesley Avenue  •  Saint Paul, MN 55105  •  651.696.5401  •  nativitystpaul.org

Campaign Leadership
Fr. Patrick Hipwell, Pastor

Fr. Bill Duffert, Parochial Vicar
Kate Wollan, Principal

Laura Barr, Business Administrator
Isaac Huss, Communications Director

CAMPAIGN CHAIRS
Brian and Jenny Nash

Mark and Heidi Wingerd

HONORARY CHAIRS
Joe and Maddie Mauer

John and Annette Whaley

CAMPAIGN CABINET
Scott and Ann Billeadeau
John and Ginny Bisanz

Dusty and Julie Clements
Patrick and Christina Crow

Tom and Ann Dvorak
Michael and Seanne Harris

Rick and Sara Michel
Patrick and Molly O’Keefe

Sam and Julie Paske
Robert and Carly Schmaltz
Mark and Kathleen Sexton
Ryan and Anka Shannon

Joe and Marie Speltz

Campaign Counsel
The Steier Group


