
                                       

Nativity Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Who are we? 

• Founded in 2018. 
• Serving the poor in East Metro (Ramsey and Dakota counties). 
• Funded by generous donations from Nativity Parish and individual 

parishioners. 
• Following the principles of St. Vincent de Paul, Blessed Frederic Ozanam, 

and Sister Rosalie Rendu, our mission is to establish a personal relationship 
with those who come to us for assistance. 

• This is accomplished by: 
o “Home visits” where we meet with our clients to get to know them 

personally. We made visits to more than 100 clients in 2022. 
o Assisting at the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store on W. 7th St. 
o Sponsoring clients for appointments with Bridging. 
o Providing rent assistance, moving assistance, “shopping trips” at the 

SVdP store, and other financial aid. 
o Partnering with other social service agencies to assist clients whose 

needs are beyond our financial means. 
How can I help? 

• Talk with one of our active members and learn more about our Mission. 
Call us at (651) 334-2935. 

• Come to our meetings, typically the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month. 
• Participate in home visits to potential clients. 
• Volunteer at the Thrift Store. 
• Assist with furniture delivery. 
• Provide financial support. If you can’t do it today, drop a check at the parish 

office made out to “SVdP Nativity Conference.” 
• Pray for our mission and for the people we serve. 

 



THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL INTERNATIONALLY 
St. Vincent de Paul was a French priest (1581-1660) who, with Louise de Marillac (1591-1660), 
developed a form of charity characterized by loving the poor and recognizing the opportunity 
to grow spiritually by serving the poor. 
 
Fredric Ozanam (1813-1853) and Sister Rosalie Rendu (1815-1856) co-founded the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul in Paris on April 23, 1833. 
 
The Society today has more than 750,000 members operating in 146 countries: It is the largest 
lay Catholic organization in the world. 
 

THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL IN THE UNITED STATES 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul operates thrift stores and food pantries as well as conducts 
personal visits to the homes of the poor. The Society’s U.S. members annually donate seven 
million hours of time to aid more than 14 million of their neighbors in distress and provide 
services valued at nearly $600 million.  

 
THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL TWIN CITIES 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Twin Cities was established in 1856 and is Minnesota’s first 
nonprofit.  It is independent and financially self-sustaining.  It has a $9 million annual budget, 
25 employees and hundreds of volunteers. St. Vincent de Paul serves Minnesota’s poor without 
regard to religious denomination.  

 
THRIFT STORES: SVdP operates two thrift stores, one on Lake Street in Minneapolis and one on 
West 7th in St. Paul.  These stores provide free or very low-cost clothes and home furnishings 
to 15,000 poor people every year.   
 
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT: SVdP employs 6 to 8 people part time every year at its Lake 
Street Thrift Store in partnership with Hennepin County’s East Side Development Services.  The 
Lake Street Thrift Store also provides work release internship opportunities for 25 people a 
year.   
 
HOME VISITS: 29 Minnesota churches have formed SVdP “Conferences” that visit 3,000 poor 
people in crisis in their homes every year to understand and address their needs while treating 
them with respect and compassion. These conferences dispense $1.5 million a year in aid, 
much of it focused on preventing mothers and their children from becoming homeless.  
 


