Nativity Small Group Content Guide 8-27-2025
If you have resources you wish to use that are not listed here, please submit them for approval at https://forms.gle/NW6LHaKbbmCaBMSY6 .
Notes:
1. Theme for Synod Year 3-A, 2025-2026 is “Reclaiming Sundays for the Lord”.
2. Theme for Synod Year 3-B, 2026-2027 is “Equipping Parents as Primary Educators of Their Children in the Faith”.
3. The Nativity Small Group Team may update this list as we become aware of other good materials.
4. With all these resources, “just getting through the material” is NOT the goal; with good, faithful content, we should each be changed in some way, in our thinking, in our prayer, in our loving. Otherwise, we’re wasting our time.
Fall/Advent 2025 – Reclaiming Sundays for the Lord
· Parish unified content
· 9 weeks (beginning September 21) + 3 weeks (Advent)
· Recommend meeting weekly or twice monthly

· Activity - Reclaiming Sundays: A Monthly Guide for Families - Archdiocese - September 2025 - August 2026
· This is recommended for all parishioners and families -in addition to- any book study below.
· Download from https://www.archspm.org/sundays/ 14pp.
· Audience: Parents, Parish-wide, and Small Groups
· Introductory level

· Book - Getting Work Right - Michael J. Naughton - $25 hardcover, $20 eBook - 200 pp. (22 or 17 pp./week)
· https://stpaulcenter.com/store/getting-work-right-labor-and-leisure-in-a-fragmented-world?srsltid=AfmBOoqUIZJIF1ZExSl9f3-lHpxPHhDRh2_QCwi1WMWJG0vcN0r68Obu
· Audience: Parish-wide, and Small Groups
· Intermediate level
· [image: A book cover with a white background
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or
· Activity - Living the Gift of Sunday - Archdiocese of Milwaukee - 40 pp. 10 chapters
· https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/offices/Synod/GiftofSunday_EasterBooklet_Englishforweb.pdf
· This is more in-depth than Reclaiming Sundays from our archdiocese.
· Audience: Small Groups
· Intermediate level
Lent 2026 – Reclaiming Sundays for the Lord
· Parish unified content
· Ash Wednesday 2/18 - 6 weeks 
· Recommend meeting weekly

· Activity - Reclaiming Sundays: A Monthly Guide for Families - Archdiocese - September 2025 - August 2026
· This is recommended for all parishioners and families -in addition to- any book study below.
· Download from https://www.archspm.org/sundays/ 14pp.
· Audience: Parents, Parish-wide, and Small Groups
· Introductory level

· Book - The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry - John Mark Comer - $15 hardcover or Kindle - 300 pp. 12 chapters, easy reading
· https://www.amazon.com/Ruthless-Elimination-Hurry-Emotionally-Spiritually/dp/0525653090 
· study guide or workbook, each $15
· Audience: Parish-wide, and Small Groups
· Introductory level
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Or

· Book – What Christians Believe – Bishop Robert Barron - $2
· https://bookstore.wordonfire.org/products/what-christians-believe-box-of-20?srsltid=AfmBOop79pUG2Gd6EO7g4_sxZk8WxARxJoRl64tzIRJYR75K0fT-ktYL 
· Audience: Parish-wide, and Small Groups
· Intermediate level
· [image: A book cover of a religious book
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Or
· Activity - Living the Gift of Sunday - Archdiocese of Milwaukee - 40 pp. 10 chapters
· https://www.archmil.org/ArchMil/offices/Synod/GiftofSunday_EasterBooklet_Englishforweb.pdf
· This is more in-depth than Reclaiming Sundays from our archdiocese.
· Audience: Small Groups
· Intermediate level
Or
· Book - Dies Domini - The Lord’s Day - Pope St. John Paul II - ~ 40 pp. 7 chapters
· http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_letters/1998/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_05071998_dies-domini.html
· Or, use an online summary with selected excerpts
· https://prodigalcatholic.com/2017/01/16/a-summary-dies-domini-by-st-john-paul-ii/
· Audience: Small Groups
· Advanced level, more scripture and theology
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