
 

 Holy Name Church                                                                                        Church of St. Mary 
 1108 S. Carroll Street                                                                                     1030 Blaine Street, PO Box 37 
 Rock Rapids, IA 51246                                                                                   Larchwood, IA  51241 
 Parish Office: 712-472-3248                                                                          Parish Office: 712-477-2273 
 Parish Hall: 712-472-3248    Parish Hall: 712-477-2403         
www.holymarycluster.webs.com  www.holymarycluster.webs.com 
                 

This Week’s Mass Schedule            Pastor: Rev. Sunny Dominic 
Office & Rectory: 712-477-2273   
fax: 712-477-2162 
Cell: 515-574-9888   Email: dominics@scdiocese.org 
 

Admin. Assistant: Jess David 
 

Parish Email:  holymarycluster@yahoo.com  
 

Parish Website:  www.holymarycluster.webs.com 
 

St. Mary Office hours: Mon. & Wednesday 8am-3:30pm 
Holy Name Office hours: Tuesday & Thursday 8am-3:30pm 
 

Bookkeeper: Deb Blauwet cell: 712-470-0453 
Office hours: Tuesday mornings 
 

Holy Name DRE:  Beth Luze cell:  605-484-2649 
 

Holy Name Hospitality Coordinators:  Ashley Klaassen cell:  
507-220-4400, ashkla256@gmail.com and Beth Luze cell:  605-
484-2649, Bethluze@gmail.com.  Contact the parish office to start 
a prayer chain. 
 

St. Mary Family Faith DRE:  SM Core Group & Deb Burwitz 
St. Mary CCD DRE:  Tracy Kramer cell:  605-370-9298 
 

St. Mary Hospitality Coordinators: Virginia Scannell: 477-2113, 
cell: 712-363-3392, vburkard@alliancecom.net and Co-Chair 
Needed- please contact the parish office if interested. 
 

FORMED Website info:  holymarycluster.formed.org 
 

 Newcomers: Member registration forms are available in the 
main entrance to church, on the website, or by contacting the par-
ish office via phone or email. 
 

Baptism: Contact the pastor to schedule.  
 

Marriage Prep: Contact the pastor at least 9 months prior to 
the date of marriage. 

 

Reconciliation: half hour before weekend Masses   
 

Adult Inquiry into Catholic Membership: RCIA program from 
September to Easter. Contact pastor for more info. 
 

Flocknote:  Text HMC to 84576 or by going to https://
holymarycluster.flocknote.com/  

April 4, 2021                           Easter Sunday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday 
Tuesday 

Weds 
Thursday 

Friday 
Saturday 

Sunday 

   4/5     
   4/6 
   4/7 
   4/8 
   4/9 
  4/10 
  4/11 
   
   

No Mass 
SM 5:30 pm 
HN 7:30 am 
SM 8:00 am 
HN 7:30 am 
SM 4:00 pm 
HN 8:30 am 
SM 10:30 am 
 

 
+Rita Lewis 
+Louis & Julia Greteman 
+Matt Schreurs 
+Fr. Dale E. Reiff 
+Greg Sehr 
+Alan Eben 
 Cluster 
 

     
 

“This is the day the Lord  
has made, let us rejoice  
and be glad. Alleluia”  
 

It has now been over a year since the pandemic 
started. This past year has not been a time of 
going forth. Instead, it has been a time of lock-
downs, restrictions, uncertainty, cancellations, 
disappointments, sickness and death. We have 
watched our church communities suffer in si-
lence not knowing when our churches will be 
open or how long it will take for people to re-
connect with their parishes. It has been a diffi-
cult time not only for people of faith but for the 
whole country as well. In spite of this, our 
Christian families continue to be places where 
faith lives and even flourishes.  
 

Today, during this Easter season, we continue 
to struggle, but there is a new sense of hope 
with the vaccines now being distributed, an 
opening- up of the churches in many parts of 
the country and even the warmer weather after 
a long challenging winter.  
 

Perhaps there is nothing as hopeful and mean-
ingful in our faith celebrations as the Easter 
Vigil Mass when the new Paschal Candle is 
brought into the darkened church. The simple 
light is held high and shines brightly in the 
darkness as a reminder that Jesus is the light of 
the world. The congregation lights their small 
candles from the Easter Candle, one by one.  
 

                                   Continued on 2nd page 

 

If you are not able to attend Mass and would like to 
be visited by Father.  (To give communion, hear 
confession, and anointing.)  
         

*Call Father Sunny  515-574-9888. 

 

The KC’s have FISH FOR SALE.  
Available are 7 packages of frozen 
“Pollock” fish in 5 pound packages at 

$30 per package.  Pollock fillets are white fish, 
lightly breaded with about 30 fillets per package.  
If interested, call the church office or Jim Vander 
Woude (712)348-2442 for your order on a first 
call basis until all packages are sold.  Thank you. 

mailto:vburkard@alliancecom.net
https://holymarycluster.flocknote.com/
https://holymarycluster.flocknote.com/


 
 
 
 

 

Check out Opening the Word, a program offering 
prayer and insights for the Sunday Readings found 
at   
http://holymarycluster.formed.org  
 

Opening the Word:  Sunday, April 4 
 (Easter Sunday):   http://bit.ly/April0421   
 

 

 

 

Easter Collection:  Retired & Infirm Priests 

100% of the funds raised through this  

collection stay in the Diocese of Sioux City. 
 

https://scdiocese.org/retired-and-infirm-
priests-collection/ 

They are the ones who 

have…                                                                   

† baptized our children 

† married our adult children 

† given the sacraments to our children 

† forgiven our sins 

† challenged us to live the Gospel 

† been at the bedside of the dying in the middle 

of the night 

† are at the altar every Sunday to bring us Jesus 

Now it is our turn to say…“Thank you” 

† Please consider a generous gift to the Retired 

and Infirm Priests collection 

 

Pontifical Good Friday Collection for  
Christians in the Holy Land 
 

Diocese of Sioux City parishes are asked to 
participate in the collection to benefit the 
Holy Land on Good Friday, April 2nd. As the 
pandemic has halted tourism in the Holy 
Land, the financial needs have increased. 
The online link for those unable to attend 
Mass in person is: 
 

https://myfranciscan.org/pontifical-
good-friday-collection/ 

                                  Pastor’s Easter Message  
                              (Continued from 1st page) 
 
The church becomes radiant and there is a sign of 
hope coming from each of us holding our lighted 
candles. The Paschal Candle moves down the aisle 
accompanied by the words: Christ our Light -Thanks 
be to God, echoing through the church.  
 

Is this not a sign of what we are called to do as we 
move forward through this pandemic? Are we not 
called to be signs of hope as we re-build our commu-
nities following the destruction caused by the corona 
virus in the past year? In fact, we are on the very 
doorstep of a unique experience of church renewal. 
The lessons we have learned over the past year must 
play a part in this renewal, especially how important, 
beautiful and valuable our faith really is; how vital 
the sacraments are to us; how hopeful the Word of 
God is to us. Is not our task to rebuild, to renew, to 
proclaim, to go out and be that light symbolized at 
the Easter Vigil? To be the post-pandemic Church!  
 

An Easter Faith means simply to believe that God’s 
hand can be found everywhere and, in every event, 
however happy or sad, knowing, as St. Paul says: 
“...that all things work together for good for those 
who love God”  
 

I wish to conclude this Easter message with the few 
words used by Pope Francis at the Mass in the Cathe-
dral of St. Joseph in Bagdad, the place where 48 peo-
ple were murdered by terrorists in 2010:  

“...in the face of adversity, there are always two 
temptations-flight or anger. But these two ap-
proaches never fix anything. Jesus, on the other 
hand, changed history. How? With the humble pow-
er of love, with his patient witness. This is what we 
are called to do; and this is how God fulfills his 
promises.”  

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and 
be glad. Alleluia!  

Wishing you and your loved ones, friends and family 
a most blessed, healthy and grace filled Easter  

Fr. Sunny Dominic 

http://holymarycluster.formed.org
http://bit.ly/April0421
https://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fscdiocese.org%2Fretired-and-infirm-priests-collection%2F/1/010001784270cf34-44867c8a-f22b-4298-852f-b3f1c35ed1a2-000000/yYK8-7ASUakc6ipep5kzwCwOU1U=206
https://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fscdiocese.org%2Fretired-and-infirm-priests-collection%2F/1/010001784270cf34-44867c8a-f22b-4298-852f-b3f1c35ed1a2-000000/yYK8-7ASUakc6ipep5kzwCwOU1U=206
https://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fmyfranciscan.org%2Fpontifical-good-friday-collection%2F/1/010001784270cf34-44867c8a-f22b-4298-852f-b3f1c35ed1a2-000000/dtz_HLZv-W5E5isTbebVoxtLJXc=206
https://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fmyfranciscan.org%2Fpontifical-good-friday-collection%2F/1/010001784270cf34-44867c8a-f22b-4298-852f-b3f1c35ed1a2-000000/dtz_HLZv-W5E5isTbebVoxtLJXc=206


Holy Name 
 

FFF:  Wednesday, April 7 @ 7pm  
                   (watch Facebook for more details) 
 

CCD:      Wednesday, April 7 – NO CLASS due to         
          FFF  
   Wednesday, April 14 – 6th-12th CCD  

            (7-8:15pm) 
 

2nd Grade: Wednesday, April 14 @ 7pm – Practice 
for students & parents, Confessions 
  1st Communion Mass: Saturday, April 17 @               
           6pm 
 

Altar Serving - if your child would like to participate 

in this ministry and they missed the training, please let 
Beth Luze know so we can get them trained and put 
them on the list. 
 

St. Mary 
 

FFF:   Wednesday, Apr il 7 (6:45-7:45 pm)  
 

CCD:  Wednesday, Apr il 7 (6:45-7:45 pm)  
             For Grades 6-7 only 
   

      Wednesday, April 14 (time TBD) 
      Grades 6-12 will have a Work Night around  
      Church. 
 
      Senior Scholarships due April 9. 
 

      May 2– Senior Sunday Mass 
 

      Hope everyone enjoys a blessed Easter  
          weekend with family & friends! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Sunday of Easter 
 
April 10 (Sat-4:00 pm)   
Lector: Virginia Scannell 
EMHC: Jill Roemen 
Servers: Need Volunteer, Need Volunteer 
Ushers:  Shorty Blauwet 
 

April 11 - Sunday 8:30 am  
*Lector: Amy Oetken 
EMHC:  Paula Spykerboer 
Servers: Alex Brenneman, Adam Brenneman 
Ushers: Chris Bixenman, Matt Bixenman 
Offertory:  Brooke Konechne, Mark Hill 
 

April 11 (Sun-10:30 am)  
Lector:  Tracy Kramer, Kennedy Kramer 
EMHC:  Deb Burwitz 
Servers:  Emma Poppens, Brooke Poppens 
Ushers:  Jeff Ripperda 
Count Offering: Don Burwitz, Jenny Snyders 

Ministry Schedule 

St. Mary’s CCD is in need of teachers for grades 
9-12 (for next year) if anyone is willing to consid-
er helping please contact the office 477-2273 or 
Tracy Kramer 605-370-9298.  The youth of our 
parish are our future, please prayerfully consider 
this ministry. 

First Communion 2021 
Please pray for these students as they prepare to 

receive this very special Sacrament for the first time.  

  
St. Mary- 10:30 a.m., Sunday, April 11:  Those who 
will be receiving First Communion are:   
Flyn Mullinix, Lulu Susie, Erin Roemen, Grady  
Ripperda, Trevor Smith, Evelyn Johnson, and  
Natasha Mejia. 
 

*Please consider attending Saturday Mass if you 
have no connection to any of these 1st Communi-
cants.  To allow more space for friends & family of 
these kids. 

 
Thank you to the parents of these students for their 
commitment to preparing them to receive this sacrament.  
Thank you also to the second grade FFF teachers:  Deb 
Burwitz at St. Mary; Paul & Brooke Konechne at Holy 
Name. 

Don’t want to wait for the mail? Try the  
E-edition for the diocesan newspaper, The Lu-
men. You can receive an e-mail prompt the day 
the newspaper is published rather than waiting 
for mail delivery. There’s also a link for E-
subscribers on our web-
site, www.lumenmedia.org. If you want to switch 
or try it, contact Julie at Lumen Media – (712) 
255-2550 or juliep@scdiocese.org. The Lu-
men – the only source for comprehensive  
diocesan news. 

Gift bags for the Holy Name First Communion stu-
dents will be in the back of the church until April 17. 
Students receiving their First Communion: Phenyx 
Wright, Cole Laleman, Carver Laleman, Easton 
Radtke, Henry Christensen, Clara Lupkes, Evan 
Konechne, Jacob Brenneman,  
and Maxx Lupkes. 

http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVzUEOgyAQAMDXyJGw6wp44KBp-g8QWkxBDMUYf1-bzH28UdCjIrYaFAgCBYFGROLANc2gh2l-aJJSIXYkXqksn620wJeSWTTSiYFGhTBK1ORHUN4p66mHMAinHEsmtrZ3_dTh83aeJ09HDlsOfrW81DerJpZ0ZVuvJR3fFurdXDaW8i9-IW4vIA
mailto:juliep@scdiocese.org


       HOLY NAME 
Last Weekend’s Stewardship 

 Adult     $3,160 
 Loose    $245 
 Holy Land    $50 
 Retired/Infirmed Priests      $50 
 Seasonal Flowers  $70 
 Fiscal Year-to-Date Income: $77,827 
 Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget: $80,066 
         

ST. MARY 
Last Weekend’s Stewardship 

 Adult       $2,103 
 Loose      $25 
 Building Fund     $25 
 Haiti       $90 
 Retired/Infirmed Priests     $25 
 Seasonal Flowers    $85 
  
  
           
 
   

  Our Special Intention Prayer List 
 

 St. Mary:                     
Darwin Schaff   Cletus DeSmet  Fr. Jeff 
Justin Brower   Trevor Albers  Julie Gacke  
Special Intention  Don Roemen    Andy Block     
Thomas Lauer  Melissa Moser  Jake Dieters 
KC Linton    
  

 Holy Name:       
Kelly Sylliaasen  Melissa Moser  Julie Gacke     
Russell Pedersen  John Madden  Carolyn Gacke   

The Divine Mercy Novena 
“Remember My Passion, and if you do not believe My 

words, at least believe My wounds.” 
-Jesus to St. Faustina Kowalska, Divine Mercy in My 

Soul (Diary, 379) 
 

Every year on Good Friday, the faithful enter into the 
Passion of Our Lord.  With the Stations of the Cross and 
the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary, we remember 
the scourging, the betrayal, the crowning with thorns, 
and the death on the Cross.  As we venerate the Cross at 
our parish, we can meditate on Jesus’ pain from the nail 
wounds, the way He gasped for breath, and the thirst He 
felt for mankind. 
 

But there is another way that we can honor Our Lord 
and His Passion on Good Friday:  by beginning the Di-
vine Mercy Novena, which Jesus Himself asked us to 
pray. 
 

In the 1930s, Jesus appeared to a young Polish nun, St. 
Faustina Kowalska.  In a series of visions, Jesus told St. 
Faustina about His great Mercy for all mankind.  He 
asked that an image be made of Him with the words 
“Jesus, I trust in You.”  He also requested a Feast dedi-
cated to His Divine Mercy that would be celebrated on 
the octave day of Easter. 
 

In preparation for this Feast of Divine Mercy, He asked 
that the faithful pray a novena, beginning on Good Fri-
day.  Jesus said, By this novena, I will grant every pos-
sible grace to souls” (Diary, 796) 
 

Each day of the novena has a different intention that is 
dear to the Heart of Jesus, including all sinners, priests 
and Religious, souls of children, those in Purgatory, and 
finally lukewarm souls. 
 

Jesus told St. Faustina, “I desire that during these nine 
days you bring souls to the fount of My mercy, that they 
may draw therefrom strength and refreshment and what-
ever graces they need in the hardships of life and,  espe-
cially, at the hour of death” (Diary, 1209) 
 

As we meditate on each of these prayers throughout the 
nine days, we will come to a better understanding of 
Our Lord and His love for mankind, the Divine Mercy 
that He pours out on each one of us. 
 

Novena Dates:  April 2-10 
Feast Day:  April 11 

 

I fly to Your Mercy, Compassionate God, 
Who alone are good. 
Although my misery is great and my offenses are many, 
I trust in Your Mercy because You are the God of Mercy, 
And it has never been heard of in all ages, 
Nor do Heaven or earth remember, 
That a soul trusting in Your Mercy has been disappointed. 
(State your intentions.) 
Jesus, Friend of a lonely heart, You are my haven. 
You are my peace.  You are my salvation. 
You are my serenity in moments of struggle and amidst an 
ocean of doubts.  Amen 
(Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be.) 

EASTER LILIES:  Anyone wishing to 
honor or memorialize a loved one by 
donating towards the Easter lilies in 
church is encouraged to pick up an 

envelope in the main entrance.  Please print 
clearly the name of the person you wish to 
honor/memorialize on the inside of the enve-
lope and place it in the collection basket or 
drop it off at the office.  A list of the memorials 
received by April 4 will be published. 


