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This Week’s Mass Schedule            

January 8, 2023                                                                         The Epiphany of the Lord  

Monday 
Tuesday 

 
Weds 

Thursday 
Friday 

Saturday 
Sunday 

      1/9 
     1/10 
      
     1/11 
     1/12 
     1/13 
     1/14 
     1/15 

SM 8:00 am  
HN 7:30 am 
SM 5:30 pm  
HN 7:30 am 
SM 8:00 am 
HN 7:30 am 
SM 4:00 pm 
SM 8:30 am 
HN 10:30 am 
 

(Fr. Jim) +Denny Sauers 
(Fr. Jim) +Vince Schleusner 
+Lucile Doherty 
+John Madden 
+Dorothy Bruggeman 
+Fr. Jerome P. Cosgrave 
+Jack & Shirley Reilly 
+Cade Stensland 
Cluster 

    

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Pastor: Rev. Sunny Dominic 
Cell: 515-574-9888   Email: dominics@scdiocese.org 
 

Admin. Assistant: Jess David 
 

St. Mary Office hours: Monday 9am-4:30pm 
 

Office: 712-477-2273     Wednesday 9am-4:30pm   
fax: 712-477-2162 
 

Holy Name Office hours: Tuesday & Thursday 9am-4:30pm 
Office: 712-472-3248 
 

Parish Email:  holymarycluster@yahoo.com  
 

Parish Website:  www.holymarycluster.com  
 

Bookkeeper: Deb Blauwet cell: 712-470-0453 
Office hours: Tuesday 
 

Holy Name DRE:  Beth Luze cell:  605-484-2649 
 

Holy Name Hospitality Coordinators:  Ashley Klaassen cell:  507-
220-4400, ashkla256@gmail.com and Beth Luze cell:  605-484-2649, 
Bethluze@gmail.com.  Contact the parish office to start a prayer 
chain. 
 

St. Mary Family Faith DRE:  Deb Burwitz 
St. Mary CCD DRE:  Erica Whalen cell:  605-956-0425 
 

St. Mary Hospitality Coordinators: Virginia Scannell: 477-2113, 
cell: 712-363-3392, vburkard@alliancecom.net and Co-Chair Needed
- please contact the parish office if interested. 
 

FORMED Website info:  holymarycluster.formed.org 
 

 Newcomers: Member registration forms are available in the 
main entrance to church, on the website, or by contacting the parish 
office via phone or email. 
 

Baptism: Contact the pastor to schedule.  
 

Marriage Prep: Contact the pastor at least 9 months prior to the 
date of marriage. 

 

Reconciliation: half hour before these weekend Masses 
   Saturday– St. Mary    Sunday– Holy Name 
 

Adult Inquiry into Catholic Membership: RCIA program from 
September to Easter. Contact pastor for more info. 
 

Flocknote:  Text HMC to 84576 or by going to https://
holymarycluster.flocknote.com/  

 

Eucharistic Adoration at St. Mary, Larchwood  
Every Tuesday 8:30 am to 1:30 pm in the Adoration Chapel 

 
St. Mary Funeral Schedule: St. Maria Circle 

Please contact Kathleen Bruggeman (712)753-2773 
         (if you are able to donate food). 

 

KNIGHTS                                      
OF COLUMBUS 
P.I.D. FUNDRAISER BREAKFAST 
 

This Sunday, January 8th after Mass at Holy Name 
                                 serving waffles 
 

90% of the funds raised go to Village Northwest in     
Sheldon and Hope Haven in Rock Valley to benefit         

P.I.D. (Persons with Intellectual Disabilities) 
 

JOIN US FOR COFFEE & ROLLS after Mass this 
week at St. Mary. (St. Clare circle serving) 

Pastor’s Desk  
                                                                                                                                 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  
 

The Greek word Epiphany means appearance or 
manifestation. There were three groups of people 
who reacted to the Epiphany of Christ’s birth. 
The first group, headed by King Herod, tried to 
eliminate Jesus, the second group, priests and 
scribes, ignored Jesus, and the third group, repre-
sented by the shepherds and the Magi, came to 
adore Jesus.Let us make sure that we belong to 
the third group: by actively worshiping Jesus at 
Mass with the gold of our love, the myrrh of our 
humility and the frankincense of our adoration by 
giving a new direction to our lives.  . Just as the 
Magi chose another route to return to their 
homes, let us choose a better way of life, abstain-
ing from proud, unjust, and impure thoughts, 
words, and actions, evil habits, and selfish behav-
ior by becoming stars leading others to Jesus, as 
the star led the Magi to Jesus. Let us remove the 
darkness of the evil around us by radiating the 
light of Jesus’ love through selfless service, un-
conditional forgiveness, and compassionate care.  
 

            Continued on 2nd page 

 

January 15- We will switch Mass times 
8:30 a.m. at St. Mary     10:30 a.m. at Holy Name 
 

SAVE-THE-DATE!  St. Rose Circle will be serving 
breakfast after Mass next Sunday, January 15th at   
St. Mary. 

Join us!! 
St. Catherine’s Soup Contest on Sunday, 
January 15 after the 10:30 am Mass at Holy 
Name. 

mailto:vburkard@alliancecom.net
https://holymarycluster.flocknote.com/
https://holymarycluster.flocknote.com/


(Continued from 1st page) 
 

Like the Magi, let us offer Jesus our gifts on this feast 
of Epiphany and every day, the Gift of our life by of-
fering it on the altar during the Holy Mass and every 
morning as soon as we get up, asking for the 
strengthening anointing of the Holy Spirit to do good 
and avoid evil during the course of the day. The Gift 
of responsive relationship with God by talking to 
Him in personal and family prayers and listening to 
Him through reading the Holy Bible every day. The 
Gift of friendship with God by recognizing Jesus’ 
presence in, and offering loving, humble service to, 
everyone we encounter, and by getting reconciled to 
God every night, asking His pardon and forgiveness 
for our sins and failures during the day. 
  

 Fr. Sunny Dominic 

 

Unlike St. John Paul II's spiritual testament, 
Pope Benedict's included no instructions for his 
funeral or burial and made no mention of what 
should happen to his belongings. 
 

"To all those whom I have wronged in any way, 
I ask forgiveness from my heart," Pope Bene-
dict wrote. 
 

Written in German and dated Aug. 29, 2006 -- 
in the second year of his almost eight-year 
pontificate -- Pope Benedict wrote with great 
affection of his parents, his sister and his broth-
er, the beauty of Bavaria and his faith in God. 
 

"If at this late hour of my life I look back over 
the decades I have been living, I first see how 
many reasons I have to give thanks," he wrote 
in the document when he was 79 years old. 
 

"First of all, I thank God himself, the giver of 
every good gift, who gave me life and guided 
me through various moments of confusion; al-
ways picking me up whenever I began to slip 
and always giving me the light of his counte-
nance again," he said. "In retrospect I see and 
understand that even the dark and tiring 
stretches of this path were for my salvation and 
that it was in them that he guided me well." 
 

Born in 1927, Joseph Ratzinger was raised in a 
Germany struggling to recover from the first 
World War; Adolf Hitler came to power when 
the future pope was only 7. 
 

In his testament, he offered thanks to his par-
ents, "who gave me life in a difficult time and 
who, at the cost of great sacrifices, with their 
love prepared a magnificent home that like a 
clear light still enlightens my days." 
 

"My father's lucid faith taught us children to be-
lieve, and as a signpost it has always stood 
firm in the midst of all my academic achieve-
ments," he said. "My mother's profound devo-
tion and great goodness are a legacy for which 
I cannot thank her enough." 
 

Pope Benedict thanked God for the many 
friends, both men and women, he had had by 
his side, and for his teachers and students -- 
many of whom he continued to meet with late 
in his life. 
 

 A pope known for his concern for the environ-
ment, he thanked God for the beauty of his Ba-
varian homeland, "in which I always saw the 
splendor of the Creator himself shining 
through." 
       

         

       (Pope Benedict - Continued on next  page) 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Benedict's spiritual  
testament: 'Stand firm in the 

faith' 
 

The Vatican released the "spiritual testament" of the 
late Pope Benedict XVI Dec. 31. The document is a 
statement of faith and thanksgiving and a plea to 
Catholics to hold firm to the faith. 
 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Retired Pope Benedict XVI's 
final message to Catholics around the world was: 
"Stand firm in the faith! Do not let yourselves be con-
fused!" 
 

Less than 10 hours after informing the world that the 
95-year-old pope had died Dec. 31, the Vatican press 
office released his spiritual testament, a statement of 
faith and of thanksgiving. 



Ministry Schedule 
 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

January 14 (Sat-4:00 pm) @ SM  
Lector:  Jennifer Roemen   
EMHC:  Larry Poss  
Servers:  Ashley Roemen, John Roemen 
Gifts/Ushers: Jeff Ripperda, Scott Kerkvliet 
 

January 15 (Sun-8:30 am) @ SM 
Lector:  Tracy Kramer 
EMHC: Stephanie Stensland 
Servers: Ruby Susie, Lulu Susie, Cora Froehlich 
Gifts/Ushers: Jeff & Deb Blauwet 
Count Offering: Don Burwitz, Jenny Snyders 
Homebound Comm: Mariel Krier, *Inwood- Need  
         Volunteer  
January 15– Sunday 10:30 am @ HN  
*Lector: Chad Rasmussen  
EMHC: Vera Murphy 
Servers: Mason Herbert, Thomas Herbert 
Gifts/Ushers:  Chris Bixenman, Matt Bixenman 
**Communion to Homebound:  Vera Murphy 
Offertory: James Montag, Need Volunteer 

 

Holy Name 
 

January 11 - First Reconciliation @ 6:30pm 
 

January 11 - FFF @ 7pm 
 

January 18 – CCD (6th - 12th grade) 7-8:15pm 
 

January 25 – CCD (6th - 12th grade) 7-8:15pm 
 

St. Mary 
 

FFF - January 11 (6:45-8 pm) will be our 

next night for Family Faith Formation. 
 

CCD 
 

 Wednesday, Jan 11– (6:45– 8 pm) 
 Wednesday, Jan 18- (6:45-8 pm) 
 Wednesday, Jan 25- (6:45– 8 pm) 
 Sunday, Jan 29- (9:30– 10:30 am) 
  7th Grade Youth Mass 

 

2023 OFFERTORY ENVELOPES:  
They will not be in till mid-January.  
The company we purchase them 
from has been having staffing and 
paper supply issues. 
 
If you have leftover tithing enve-
lopes from this year, please use 
them.  If you don’t have any left, 
please put your offering in an enve-

lope with your tithing box # on the front.  
 
*If you have any questions please contact the parish 
office. 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

*If anyone would like to join please call Deb Blauwet  
          (712) 470-0453. 

Bible Study at St. Mary 
 

Gospel of Matthew 
 

It will start up on  
Thurs., January 12th at 7 pm 

 

"I pray that our land remains a land of faith," he 
wrote before pleading with his fellow Germans to let 
nothing draw them from the faith. 
 

"And, finally," he wrote, "I thank God for all the 
beauty I experienced at every stage of my journey, 
especially in Rome and in Italy, which became my 
second homeland." 
 

Addressing the whole church, Pope Benedict urged 
Catholics to hold fast to their faith and to not let sci-
ence or research shake the foundations of their be-
lief. 
 

"It often seems as if science -- the natural sciences 
on the one hand and historical research, like the 
exegesis of Sacred Scripture, on the other -- are 
able to offer irrefutable results at odds with the 
Catholic faith," he said. 
 

But he assured those reading the document that 
throughout his life he had seen science offer 
"apparent certainties against the faith" only to see 
them vanish, "proving not to be science, but philo-
sophical interpretations only apparently pertaining 
to science." 
 

At the same time, he said, "it is in dialogue with the 
natural sciences that faith too has learned to better 
understand the limit of the scope of its claims, and 
thus its specificity." 
 

In 60 years of theological study and observation, he 
said, he had seen "unshakable" theses collapse, 
including those offered by the "Marxist generation" 
of theologians. 
 

"The reasonableness of faith has emerged and is 
emerging again," he wrote. "Jesus Christ is truly the 
way, the truth and the life -- and the church, with all 
its inadequacies, is truly his body." 
 

In the end, Pope Benedict wrote, "I humbly ask: 
pray for me, so that the Lord, despite all my sins 
and inadequacies, may receive me into his eternal 
dwelling."    (website: https://www.usccb.org) 



        

     HOLY NAME 
 Last Weekend’s Stewardship 

 

 *Due to the weather this week we have no collection  
information.   

  

  ST. MARY 
 Last Weekend’s Stewardship 

 Adult       $1,610 
 Loose      $166 
 Youth      $6.75 
 Building Fund     $3,725 
 Haiti       $10 
 Christmas              $365 
 Catholic Charities    $100 
 Immaculate Conception       $50 

 
  
  
       
  Our Special Intention Prayer List 

 

  St. Mary:                     
Bonnie Grotewold  Warren Heirigs   Vince Gacke 
Special Intention  Les Manning   Al Budniak     
Abbey Bauer Family Terry Pearson   Jan Koch 
Matt Doherty Family Ann Spaans 
 

   Holy Name: 
    Kayla Pottebaum    Bonnie Wilson  Linda Herda 
    Russell Pedersen  David Bigge  Kandi Koll            
    Colleen Nelson     

2022 Together As One Update 
Thank you to those who contributed.  If you haven’t made your  

contribution yet, there’s still time to be part of a good thing ! 
 

                               Goal:       Pledged:     Paid:           

 Holy Name:   $7,028     $4597         $4497        26 families 
         St. Mary:      $11,736    $11,309      $10,474     55 families 

 

SM Roof Fundraiser 
 

Goal- $125,000 by the end of the year! 
 

 Roof Project 
 

Date  Total raised   # families 
1-1-23  $94,842.69   86 
     
Please make checks payable to St. Mary’s (include 
on the memo line - roof project).  You can also use 
the building fund envelopes. 

 

Knight of the Month :  Rory McKenney for  
being a diligent worker for KC activities           
including fish dinners. 
 

Family of the Month :  The Neil Lawton Family as 
they mourn Neil’s death after serving as a long term 
teacher at West Lyon. 

The Dordt University Concert Choir from Sioux 
Center, Iowa, invites you to a concert at 7:30 
p.m. on Friday, January 13, at the B.J. Haan  
Auditorium (498 4th Ave. NE, Sioux Center, IA). 
This free concert is part of a spring tour with  
performances scheduled in Iowa, Minnesota, and 
North Dakota. Directed by Dr. Rob Hobgood, the 
Dordt University Concert Choir will perform a wide 
variety of choral music including hymn arrange-
ments, spirituals, classics from the modern choral 
repertoire as well as past centuries including Ga-
brielli, Handel, and Clausen, and several composi-
tions written within the last decade by talented 
young composers. The concert is free, with a 
freewill offering received to help defray tour  
expenses. 

 

Later this month, we will celebrate “Sunday of the 
Word of God.” Instituted by Pope Francis, this day is 
an opportunity to encounter the beauty of God’s word 
as proclaimed in the Scriptures. To allow us to enter into 
such an encounter, the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops has created a Sunday Seminar series, that  
will launch on Jan. 22 and be accessible 
at www.catholic.bible.  We hope you will join us!  

 

 OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY:  to the  
 family of Matthew “Weasel” Doherty who   
 passed away December 25th.  Matthew’s     
 funeral was at St. Mary’s, Larchwood on    
 Friday, December 30th.  Blest be his 
memory. 
 

 

       Please say a prayer for the repose of the soul  
       of Matthew Doherty. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday January 28 
5:00 – 7:00 pm 

Sport Center, Larchwood 
Need prizes donated 

Need volunteers to help that night. 
More details to follow. 

Contact Shelly McCarty with questions. 

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVjTsOwyAQBU9jSsQuP7ugSJN7wLIIKyREDpHl24dIU7wpnoYDOI9o3AZW5OBBozdiD6gQAXEFr8AayZmRQHlXIm9lzYtRpXV6vPpgSf0pakiKrfZuXiJrtxJo5pznhqLTFq1ooY7xXvRtwfvkPE9JcdTedpJpT43FEaZdz3hc1L6fwcfMXLH2_k_8ALCLM88

