
 

   
What do the Saints Say? 

John 6: 60-69 

An Excerpt from The Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture   
12:38–39 As Jesus continues teaching in the temple courts he now takes direct aim at the scribes, who have been among his fiercest 

opponents. Earlier he had warned his disciples to “beware of the leaven of the Pharisees” (8:15 RSV); now he tells his listeners, 

Beware of the scribes (using the same Greek verb, blepō). His point is not for people to stay away from the scribes, one of whom he 

has just praised (12:34), but to take care to avoid conduct like theirs. Such conduct—the opposite of what Jesus enjoins on Christian 

leaders (9:35; 10:15, 42–44)—will be severely condemned. As professional lawyer-theologians, †scribes were among the most 

eminent members of Jewish society. Their word was considered to have weighty authority. They wore distinctive long linen robes as a 

mark of status, and were greeted with great deference by ordinary folk in the marketplaces. All were expected to rise respectfully as a 

scribe passed by. The seats of honor in synagogues were reserved for them, on a bench directly in front of the ark containing the 

sacred scrolls. Jesus has just spoken of the real seat of honor, the seat destined for the Messiah at God’s right hand (12:36). At 

banquets too the scribes were given the places of honor, since the presence of a distinguished scholar would be considered an 

ornament to the feast. Jesus warns of the danger of relishing and actively inviting these tokens of human esteem.  

12:40 Even worse, the scribes have used their privileged status to exploit others. Since scribes were forbidden to receive payment for 

teaching, they depended on private donations for their living. To subsidize a scribe was considered a meritorious act of piety. That the 

scribes devour the houses of widows could refer to their mismanaging widows’ estates, or sponging off their hospitality, or charging 

excessive legal fees, or other ways of fleecing them. Such financial abuse recalls Jesus’ denunciation of the temple as a “den of 

thieves” (11:17). Widows were among the most vulnerable members of society because of their limited possibilities for income, and 

therefore among those most deserving of care and support (Deut 24:17, 21; Isa 1:17; James 1:27). The Old Testament often condemns 

the exploitation of widows (Isa 10:1–2; Jer 7:6; Ezek 22:7). In an empty show of piety, and perhaps as a cover for their fraudulent 

activity, the scribes recite lengthy prayers. The problem is not that the prayers are lengthy per se but that they are aimed at human 

beings rather than at God. Like the hypocrites Jesus denounces in Matt 6:2, the scribes “have received their reward” in paltry human 

praise and forfeited a true and eternal reward from God. Instead they will receive a very severe condemnation (or “judgment”). Jesus’ 

sternest words are for those who abuse religion for personal gain or human praise and who thereby cause the weak to stumble (see 

Mark 9:42; 11:17; Luke 16:15).  

Reflection and Application (12:38–40) Hearing this stern admonition, one might wonder how it applies to the marks of status and 

prestige that accompany positions of prominence today, both in the Church and in the world—distinctive dress, respectful greetings, 

places of honor at religious and civil functions. Jesus’ warning is similar to his pronouncement on wealth in 10:23–25. He does not 

say that signs of esteem are necessarily wrong in themselves, but that they are spiritually dangerous. It is all too easy to begin to enjoy 

them, to consider oneself entitled to them, to subtly encourage them and seek them, and even to use them to take advantage of others. 

In that case one has ceased serving God and begun to serve oneself.  

12:40-41 After denouncing the counterfeit piety of the scribes who “devour the houses of widows” (v. 40), Jesus now shows his 

disciples an example of true piety, on the part of a widow. The treasury probably refers to thirteen trumpet-shaped donation chests that 

stood in the temple precincts, each labeled for its different purpose. Jesus observes how the crowd put money (literally, “copper”) into 

them. All money was metal coinage, and the large sums donated by the rich would have clanked handsomely as they were thrown into 

the chests. The effect would be similar to the ostentation of the scribes described above  

(12:38–40).  

12:42 The poor widow who comes along is an example of the anawim (lowly ones) often mentioned in the Old Testament, the poor 

and afflicted who find their joy in God alone (Isa 29:19; 61:1; Zeph 2:3). Widows had no inheritance rights in ancient Israel, and 

usually had to rely on their children, male relatives, or charity for survival. Though often oppressed by the powerful, they are 

promised protection and vindication by God (Ps 68:6; 72:4; Jer 49:11). Jesus observes how this widow donates to the house of God 

two small coins (lepta), the smallest Jewish coins in circulation, each worth one four-hundredth of a shekel. Mark explains for his 

Roman readers that two lepta are equivalent to one quadrans, the smallest Roman coin (translated as a few cents). That the widow 

gave two suggests that she did not spare even what she could justifiably have kept for herself. The rich had drawn attention to 

themselves with their noisy donations, but Jesus’ attention is drawn to this lowly widow.  

12:43–44 Jesus calls his disciples to himself—Mark’s signal that important instruction is about to take place—and makes a solemn 

declaration: this poor widow put in more than all the other contributors. One can imagine the disciples’ jaws dropping, as they had 

when Jesus declared the danger of riches (10:25–26). Had not the wealthy contributed far more toward the adornment and 

maintenance of the temple? Was not this woman’s donation practically worthless, so insignificant as to be beneath mentioning? Jesus 

explains: God measures the gifts given him on a basis totally different from human calculations. He looks at the inner motives of the 

heart (see 1 Sam 16:7; Luke 16:15). The others had contributed from their surplus, but this woman contributed from her poverty. The 

others were content to give God some of their overflow, having provided sufficiently for themselves—and impress other people to 

boot. But this destitute woman had given God what she could not afford, all she had, her whole livelihood. She had given not out of 

her surplus but out of her substance. Her gift meant that she would have to rely on God even to provide her next meal. Such reckless 

generosity parallels the self-emptying generosity of God himself, who did not hold back from us even his beloved Son (12:6). She is 

an exemplar of “the poor” who are blessed by God (see Matt 5:6; Luke 6:20) because their whole treasure is not in earthly possessions 

but in God. These words of praise for an impoverished widow are the last words spoken by the Lord in the temple of the old covenant. 

Some commentators have raised the question whether Jesus’ words should be interpreted more as a lament for the temple authorities’ 

exploitation of the poor than as a praise of the widow’s generosity. In the very next passage Jesus will prophesy the temple’s doom 

(Mark 13:2). Does he disapprove of the woman contributing her meager life savings to a lost cause? Is he implying that the money 
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would have been better spent on her own needs than on a religious edifice? These interpretations miss the point. The woman’s plight 

does reflect the unscrupulous greed and callous disregard for the poor of which the temple authorities were guilty (see 11:17). But 

Jesus’ focus is on her, not on them. He implicitly equates her gift to the house of God with a gift to God himself, a gift that outweighs 

all the others and causes him to marvel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schedule of Events:    
 

Monday, November 8  

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m.  Mass 

Tuesday, November 9 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m.  Mass 

Wednesday, November 10 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m. Mass 

6:30 p.m. Pastoral Council Meeting 

Thursday, November 11 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m. Mass 

Friday, November 12 

No Mass 

 Saturday, November 13  

3:00 p.m. Confessions 

4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass 

Sunday, November 14 

7:30 a.m. Confessions 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

9:30 a.m. Confessions 

10:00 a.m. Mass 

6:00 p.m. Confessions 

6:30 p.m. Mass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS  
 

For the Week of November 8th – November 14th 

 

7:00 A.M.-Monday, November 8th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

 

7:00 A.M.-Tuesday, November 9th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

 

7:00 A.M.-Wednesday, November 10th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

 

7:00 A.M.-Thursday, November 11th  

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4:00 P.M.- Saturday, November 13th 

 All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Patrick McGaw, Wilbert, Elsie & Linda Ann Hebert, Salome H. & Matthew S. Matherne, Samuel Dominc Hebert,  

Peter W. Hebert, Wayne G. Cancienne, Michael L. McGee, Faith B. LeBoeuf, Edward & Bertha Boudreaux 

Cynthia Charpentier, Jerry & Mat Arceneaux, Keri Lynn Niette, Wilbert Dupre Sr.,  

Eric, Joel & Frank Rogers, Neva Morris, Mia Bourg, Macon, Edna, & Roland Bascle, Remy & Bessie Reulet,  

Mark & Billy Pellegrin, Clarice, Allen, & John Bascle, Peter & Daisy Babin Family, Lester & Alicia Babin Family,  

Gordon & Merlin Seuzeneau, Herbert & Marion Porche Family, Steve Porche, Clara & Lawlis Barrios,  

Ollie Courteaux, Bonabel Naquin, Leward & Christian Boquet 

 
 

8:00 A.M.-Sunday,  November 14th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Rhea P. Voisin & Eddie Voisin Jr., Loyd Savin, Cindy Rodrigue Broussard, Brad M. Falgout 

Hannah Authement, Sterling Sr. & Mary E. Authement, Randy & Mark Naquin, Sterling Authement Jr.,  

Eugene & Leona Theriot Sr., Israel & Mae Authement, Marion & Irma Bascle, Norman & Eunice Falgout,  

Dean & Dot Bascle, David & Iris Bascle, Allen Theriot, Tessa Dupre, Craig Dupre, Butch LeCompte,  

Eugene Theriot Jr., Earline Theriot, David Percle, Francis & Iris Theriot, Patricia Grabert, Becky Gautreaux,  

Phillip Theriot, David Massey Sr., Jenna Theriot, Norman Falgout Jr., Larry Falgout,  

Robbie, Evelyn & Chris Boudreaux, James Bergeron, Tel Meeker, Meva Blanchard,  

Margie & Elton Thibodaux, Paul Jackson, Angela Authement, Brent Giordano, Pamela Falgout,  

Terry & Lois Chaisson, Wiley & Irene Portier, Kevin Kilstofte, Chad Ellender, Dolores Ventura,  

Gene Ventura, Dawn Lirette, Mary Eve & Vayne Bascle, Gail Fabre, Lionel Bascle Family,  

Arthe Breaux Family, Aubrey Lee Boquet, Arthur Fabre, M/M Ivby Petit, M/M Remey Bonnette,  

Casey Authement, Arnold Authement, Vin & Joyce LeBlanc & Family, Gilbert & Rita Bergeron & Family,  

Cecile Fabre, Roland & Jeanette Belanger, Special Intentions, H.L. Hawthorne, Erous & Eric Eschete,  

Wilma, Eugene & John Dusenbery, Veronica Trahan, Amelie Thibodeaux, Terry Lirette,  

Ella Mae Guidry, Jesse Fanguy Sr., A.J. Theriot, Ann & Clyde Hebert, Carole Bascle Sr., Floyd Trosclair 

 

10:00 A.M.- Sunday, November 14th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Herbert, Celina, Joyce, Deborah & Ronald Belanger, Rosie & Richard Lafont 

Wallace Ellender Jr., Elliot Hebert, Davis Dardar, Edith Bergeron Plaisance 

Timothy Pellegrin, Steven & Bertha Mae Pellegrin,  

Living & Deceased members of the Naquin, Lajaunie, LeBoeuf and Lapeyrouse Families,  

Reynold Luke, Ronnie Ard, Connie Ard Smith, Jodi Landry,  

 

6:30 P.M.- Sunday, November 14th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Picou & Rogers Family, 

 

  

  

Memorials for the week of November 7rd, 2021 
The Sanctuary Light this week in memory of:  Muriel H. Fabre by Kirby Fabre 

  

  

Stewardship of Treasure 
October 30 & 31, 2021: Envelopes: $3,859.00 + Loose: $644.00 + $1,248.44 (online giving) 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 

Announcements 
 

St. Ann KC Council 8932 will be accepting donations for RIGHT TO LIFE CALENDARS at all Masses on the weekend of Nov. 

13th & 14th.  This is a great way to keep track of your life, while also serving as a reminder of the beauty of human life.  All 

proceeds support the life-saving work of Terrebonne-Lafourche Right to Life.



 

Church Cleaning:   
November 8th – Leslie Baio, Tim Maronge, Mona Maronge, Darlene Ledet, Kellie Brunet 

November 15th - Ralph & Darlene Trahan, Connie LeBoeuf, Yvonne Hawthorne 

 

 

MASSES           COMMENTATOR / LECTOR          EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
     

   

 
Commentator/Lector Eucharistic Ministers 

Saturday, November  13th 
  Saturday 4:00 p.m. Cindy S., Brian M. Sue R., Steve R. 

Sunday, November 14th   

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Doug B., Jessie N. Tim M., Mona M. 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. Lisa L., David L. Connie D., Leslie B 

Sunday 6:30 p.m. Alaina L., Hayes B. Shane R., Paige R. 



  

 

 


