
 

   

What do the Saints Say? 

 
Mark 13:24-32 

An Excerpt from The Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture   
 

13:24–25 Finally, Jesus comes to the climactic event that will occur after the tribulation already mentioned but in those days, that 

is, in the same period of unparalleled distress that follows the desolating abomination. Using biblical imagery Jesus describes 

cosmic upheavals: the sun and moon will be darkened, stars will fall, and the heavenly powers will be shaken. In the prophets 

such heavenly disturbances symbolize the earth-shattering impact of God’s judgment upon a rebellious city or empire. But what 

do they signify here? On one level, Jesus is giving a symbolic portrayal of the fall of Jerusalem and the temple. For the Jews the 

temple was a microcosm of the universe. Images of the stars and constellations were embroidered on the temple veils; the seven 

lights of the menorah represented the sun, the moon, and the five known planets. The temple was the center of the universe, the 

meeting point of heaven and earth. Thus its destruction would be a cataclysm of cosmic proportions. In this sense Jesus’ words 

were fulfilled in AD 70, when the Roman legions under Titus reduced the temple to charred rubble and permanently ended the 

old covenant sacrifices.  

13:26 The shattering events described so far are the necessary prelude to God’s ultimate victory. Son of Man is the term Jesus 

characteristically uses to refer to himself, evoking Daniel’s prophecy of “one like a son of man” who comes into God’s presence 

on the clouds and is given everlasting dominion and glory. Jesus has already invoked this prophecy and will explicitly apply it to 

himself in his trial before the Sanhedrin. Again Mark telescopes near and far events to show that they are inextricably linked. On 

one level the coming of the Son of Man is Jesus’ ascension and enthronement as king at the Father’s right hand, manifested in 

the Church and visible to the eyes of faith. Ultimately it is his coming at the end of time, when evil will be vanquished once and 

for all and Jesus will be seen by all in his full power and glory, the glory that was revealed to three disciples at his 

Transfiguration.  

13:27 God’s elect, as in verses 20 and 22, are his chosen remnant, those who have remained faithful to him through the period of 

great distress—both the distress of the generation following Jesus and the tribulations of the whole age of the Church, 

culminating at the end of history. In the Old Testament, the four winds designate the four points of the compass, the distant 

places to which the people of Israel were scattered in exile but from which God promised to bring them back. Jesus is speaking 

of the fulfillment of this long-standing hope of Israel: the end of the exile, when the dispersed people of God would be 

regathered from among the nations and live under the reign of God and his Messiah. The word for angels (angeloi) also means 

“messengers,” and on one level Jesus is referring to his apostles, who will bring the message of the gospel to the ends of the 

earth, gathering in the new people of God. But he is also referring to the angels who will gather the righteous into God’s 

kingdom at the end of time. From the end of the earth to the end of the sky embraces all creation. The worldwide proclamation of 

the gospel, leading to faith in Christ and ultimately to eternal life, is the true and final restoration of Israel.  

13:28–29 Jesus now returns to the first question asked him in verse 4—“When will this happen?”—but enigmatically. Learn a 

lesson (literally, “learn the parable”) from the fig tree. This recalls the real-life parable of the withered fig tree, a symbol of the 

barren and doomed temple. Most trees in Palestine are evergreens, but the fig has an annual cycle of growing leaves and bearing 

fruit, marking the seasons of the year. It sprouts leaves in April, around the time of Passover—just at the time Jesus is giving this 

discourse and is a sure sign that summer, or harvest time, is around the corner. Jesus advises his disciples to read the signs of the 

times; when they see the events he has just described begin to take place, they should be aware that the end is close at hand. He is 

near could also be translated “it is near,” and thus could refer to the destruction of the temple about which the disciples had 

questioned him. But it could also allude to Jesus’ coming in glory, since at the gates looks forward to his words about the 

disciples as “gatekeepers” waiting for their master to return.  

13:30 With his formula of solemn assurance, Amen, I say to you, Jesus declares that this generation will not pass away until all 

these things have taken place. In traditional Jewish reckoning, a generation was forty years. And indeed, the events in the 

foreground of Jesus’ discourse—the fall of the earthly temple and the cataclysmic transition from the former age to the new—did 

take place within forty years of his prophecy. Jesus is repeating his promise that the kingdom of God would come with power 

within the lifetime of his contemporaries.  

13:31 Jesus reaffirms the utter trustworthiness of what he has said with an allusion to Isa 40:8 and 51:6. Jesus identifies his own 

words, including the words of prophecy he has just uttered, with the word of God. His word is more enduring and reliable than 

the created universe itself. By speaking of the created universe “passing away” Jesus again links the tribulations he has just 

spoken about with the end of all things. But was Jesus mistaken in placing these distinct events in such close proximity? Was he 

wrong to assume that the ruin of Jerusalem meant that his return in glory was imminent? The idea that Jesus, and much of the 

New Testament, erred in assuming that the second coming would happen soon has influenced much modern biblical 

interpretation. But this view fails to take into account the symbolic and figural way in which Jesus and the early Church 

interpreted history, in which past and future events both shed light on and are understood in light of Jesus and his paschal 

mystery. Jesus is not asserting that the end of history will come immediately, but rather that his passion, and with it the transition 

from the old covenant to the new, is the beginning of the end, the entrance into the final stage of God’s plan that will culminate 

in a new heaven and a new earth. In that sense his coming in glory is “imminent” from the day of his ascension on.  

13:32 At this point there is a transition in the discourse. So far the events surrounding the fall of Jerusalem have been in the 

foreground of Jesus’ words with the end of history in the background; now the end of history comes into the foreground. After 

declaring that the events described above would happen within a generation Jesus now says that of that day or hour, no one 
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knows. What does “that day” refer to? The most direct meaning is the last day, the day of judgment foretold in the Old 

Testament. But “that day” is also the day of Jesus’ passion. Likewise, the “hour” is the time of the unexpected coming of the Son 

of Man as judge but also the hour of the suffering of Jesus and of his disciples. Mark has again overlaid near and far events to 

reveal their close interconnection. The passion of Jesus is the beginning of the end of history. Just as the hour of Jesus’ passion 

points to the future suffering of those who follow him, so the end of the temple and of old covenant worship points to the end of 

the world. That moment, the culmination of salvation history, remains the Father’s secret—it is known to no one, neither the 

angels in heaven, nor the Son. This list, in ascending order, places the Son above both angels and human beings. Yet as man, he 

too had to live in obedient and watchful faith, trusting in the Father’s plan. 

 

 

Schedule of Events:    

 
Monday, November 15  

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m.  Mass 

Tuesday, November 16 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m.  Mass 

Wednesday, November 17 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m. Mass 

6:30 p.m. Triple F Men’s Fellowship 

Thursday, November 18 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m. Mass 

Friday, November 19 

No Mass 

 Saturday, November 20  

3:00 p.m. Confessions 

4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass 

Sunday, November 21 

7:30 a.m. Confessions 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

9:30 a.m. Confessions 

10:00 a.m. Mass 

6:00 p.m. Confessions 

6:30 p.m. Mass 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS  
 

For the Week of November 15th – November 21st 

 

7:00 A.M.-Monday, November 15th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

 

7:00 A.M.-Tuesday, November 16th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

 

7:00 A.M.-Wednesday, November 17th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Floyd Trosclair 

 

7:00 A.M.-Thursday, November 18th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

 

4:00 P.M.- Saturday, November 20th 

 All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Patrick McGaw, Wilbert, Elsie & Linda Ann Hebert, Salome H. & Matthew S. Matherne,  

Samuel Dominc Hebert, Peter W. Hebert, Wayne G. Cancienne, Michael L. McGee, Faith B. LeBoeuf,  

Edward & Bertha Boudreaux, Cynthia Charpentier, Jerry & Mat Arceneaux, Wilbert Dupre Sr.,  

 Eric, Joel & Frank Rogers, Neva Morris,  Mia Bourg, Clarice, Allen, & John Bascle, Peter & Daisy Babin Family,  

Lester & Alicia Babin Family, Gordon & Merlin Seuzeneau, Herbert & Marion Porche Family,  

Steve Porche, Clara & Lawlis Barrios, Ollie Courteaux, Bonabel Naquin, Leward & Christian Boquet 



 
 

8:00 A.M.-Sunday,  November 21st 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Cindy Rodrigue Broussard., Loyd Savin, Brad M. Falgout, Hannah Autement,  

Sterling Sr. & Mary E. Authement, Randy & Mark Naquin, Sterling Authement Jr.,  

Eugene & Leona Theriot Sr., Israel & Mae Authement, Marion & Irma Bascle, Norman & Eunice Falgout,  

Dean & Dot Bascle, David & Iris Bascle, Allen Theriot, Tessa Dupre, Craig Dupre, Butch LeCompte,  

Eugene Theriot Jr., Earline Theriot, David Percle, Francis & Iris Theriot, Patricia Grabert, Becky Gautreaux,  

Phillip Theriot, David Massey Sr., Jenna Theriot, Norman Falgout Jr., Larry Falgout,  

Robbie, Evelyn & Chris Boudreaux, James Bergeron, Tel Meeker, Meva Blanchard,  

Margie & Elton Thibodaux, Paul Jackson, Angela Authement, Brent Giordano, Pamela Falgout,  

Terry & Lois Chaisson, Wiley & Irene Portier, Kevin Kilstofte, Chad Ellender, Dolores Ventura,  

Gene Ventura, Dawn Lirette, Mary Eve & Vayne Bascle, Gail Fabre, Lionel Bascle Family, Arthe Breaux Family,  

Aubrey Lee Boquet, Arthur Fabre, M/M Ivby Petit, M/M Remey Bonnette, Mindy Pellegrin, Arnold Authement, 

Vin & Joyce LeBlanc & Family, Gilbert & Rita Bergeron & Family, Cecile Fabre,  

Roland & Jeanette Belanger, Special Intentions, H.L. Hawthorne, Wilma, Eugene & John Dusenbery,  

Veronica Trahan, Amelie Thibodeaux, Terry Lirette, Ella Mae Guidry, Jesse Fanguy Sr., A.J. Theriot,  

Ann & Clyde Hebert, Carol Bascle Sr., Floyd Trosclair 

 

10:00 A.M.- Sunday, November 21st 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Keri Lynn Niette, Herbert, Celina, Joyce, Deborah & Ronald Belanger,  

Rosie & Richard Lafont, Wallace Ellender Jr., Maxine Christoffersen,  

Living & Deceased members of the Naquin, Lajaunie, LeBoeuf and Lapeyrouse families 

Davis Dardar, Edith Bergeron Plaisance, Timothy Pellegrin, Steven & Bertha Mae Pellegrin,  

Reynold Luke, Casey Bennett, Tony Viguerie, Pamela Danos LeBoeuf 

 

6:30 P.M.- Sunday, November 21st 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Picou & Rogers Family, 

 

   

Memorials for the week of November 14, 2021 
The Sanctuary Light this week in memory of:  Jerry Arceneaux by Kathy Arceneaux 

  

  

Stewardship of Treasure 
November 6th & 7th, 2021: will be reported on next bulletin 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 
St. Ann KC Council 8932 will be accepting donations for RIGHT TO LIFE CALENDARS at all Masses this weekend.  This is a 

great way to keep track of your life, while also serving as a reminder of the beauty of human life.  All proceeds support the life-

saving work of Terrebonne-Lafourche Right to Life.   

 

The 2nd collection this weekend is used to supplement the operations of Bayou Catholic.  The Bayou Catholic is a monthly 

publication used to educate, guide, inspire and challenge local Catholics to live and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

In observance of Thanksgiving, the St. Ann office will be closing at noon on Wednesday, November 24th and will be closed 

through Friday, November 26th.  The office will resume normal schedule on Monday, November 29th. 

 

 

Thanksgiving Mass Schedule 
Wednesday, November 24th – 6:00 pm Mass 

Thursday, November 25th – 7:00 am Mass 

 



Church Cleaning:   
     Week of November 15th – Ralph & Darlene Trahan, Connie LeBoeuf, Yvonne Hawthorne 

Week of November 22nd - Paula Neil, Sally Anderson, Stacy Belisle, Cindy Stutts 

 

 

MASSES     COMMENTATOR / LECTOR   EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

     

   

 Commentator/Lector Eucharistic Ministers 

Saturday, November 20, 2021   

Saturday 4:00 p.m. Randolph B., Cindy S. Brian M., Marianne M. 

Sunday, November 21, 2021   

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Nick P., Christine R. Cecil A., Irma A. 

Sunday 10:00 a.m. Connie D., Sofie A. Lisa L., Gerald A. 

Sunday 6:30 p.m. Lisa R., Amanda R. Hayes B., Melody A. 



  

 

 


