
 

   

What do the Saints Say? 
 

Matthew 2: 1-12 

An Excerpt from The Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture   
 

[2:1] The word magi originally described members of the Median and Persian priestly caste who advised the king and interpreted 

dreams. The term later was used more broadly to denote those who possessed mystical knowledge as priests, astrologers, 

soothsayers, or sages. Their popular association with kings today may be based on Old Testament passages that recount kings 

bringing gifts to the royal Davidic son (Ps 72:10–11), including gifts of gold and frankincense (Isa 60:3–6). In the Jewish 

tradition magi would bring to mind the opponents of Daniel in Babylon, who were associated with enchanters and sorcerers and 

claimed to interpret dreams and signs (Dan 1:20; 2:2; 4:6–7; 5:7 LXX). Hence, one would not expect magi from the east to be 

among the first to pay homage to the Jewish messiah. This account thus sets up a theme that will be repeated throughout 

Matthew’s Gospel: Israel’s king is welcomed by those one would least expect while Jewish leaders work against him. The 

account of the magi following a star and searching for a king underscores Jesus’ kingship by recalling the prophecy of Balaam in 

Num 24. In this episode the Moabite king, Balak, called upon a seer named Balaam to pronounce a curse on Israel. However, 

each time Balaam tried to curse Israel God took control of his speech and words of blessing came out of his mouth instead. In his 

last attempt to curse Israel, the Spirit of God came upon him and he prophesied about a future king arising out of Israel. 

According to this oracle, a star would be the sign of the great king’s arrival (Num 24:17). All this foreshadows the events 

associated with Herod, the magi, and the birth of Jesus. Just as Balak sought to use the pagan seer Balaam to destroy Israel, so 

Herod seeks to use the pagan magi to destroy the Christ child. And just as Balaam failed to cooperate with the king’s plan, 

uttering blessings instead of curses, so the magi fail to assist Herod in his plot to destroy Jesus, paying the child homage instead 

of reporting his location to Herod. Balaam prophesied about a star heralding the coming of a great king to Israel; the magi see 

that star and come to worship the newborn king. Thus the magi stand as “successors to Balaam” in the sense that they pay 

homage to the king that Balaam foretold long ago.  

[2:2] The idea of a star signaling the birth of a great person or king was popular in the ancient world. Various explanations have 

been offered as to what this star guiding the magi was: (1) it was a comet, such as Halley’s comet that appeared in 12–11 BC; (2) 

it was a planetary conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn, which gave the appearance of a bright, single star in 7 BC; or (3) the star 

was a stellar explosion—a nova—which is reported to have been sighted in 5–4 BC. One shortcoming of these naturalistic 

explanations is that the star in Matthew’s Gospel leads the magi and then comes to rest over a house (2:9)—things ordinary stars 

do not do. This suggests that—whatever the nature of the star in Matt 2 might have been—God intervened in an extraordinary 

way to lead the magi to the messiah. One interesting proposal is that the star guiding the magi represents an angelic figure. In the 

Jewish tradition stars were associated with angels and the guiding star in Matthew’s Gospel recalls the angel God sent to guide 

the people in the desert on their way to the promised land (Exod 14:19). Thus while some natural stellar phenomenon might have 

initially led the magi in search of a king, Matthew is telling us that God is providing a supernatural guide to lead the magi to 

Christ, just as he provided Israel with an angel to lead them through the desert.  

[2:3–4] When news about the magi’s quest spreads around Jerusalem, King Herod becomes greatly troubled. Herod was not born 

king of the Jews. He was an Idumean, whose family got itself appointed by Rome to rule over the Jews. Magi following a star 

and seeking the newborn king of the Jews would have been quite alarming to the ethnically non-Jewish Herod, especially in 

these later years of his life when he was violently paranoid about any potential rival to his throne. Herod gathers together the 

chief priests and the scribes (see Biblical Background sidebar), who were part of the Jewish leadership in Jerusalem under Herod, 

and inquires of them where the messiah is to be born. Matthew notes that Herod was assembling them, which recalls a passage 

from Ps 2 foretelling that the rulers of this world will assemble against the Lord’s anointed king (Ps 2:2). This word for 

assembling is used often in Matthew’s Passion Narrative to describe the chief priests and scribes assembling against Christ to 

plot his death (26:3, 57; 27:1, 17, 27, 62). By using this same word to describe the chief priests and scribes gathering with Herod, 

Matthew emphasizes that at the very beginning of Christ’s life the Jewish leaders are already working against the Lord’s 

Messiah, playing the role of the wicked rulers in Ps 2.  

[2:5–8] The chief priests and scribes tell Herod that the messiah was expected to be born in Bethlehem, a city charged with 

Davidic hopes. This was the place where David was born and, according to the prophet Micah, the new Davidic king was 

expected to come from this city (Mic 5:1). The Jewish leaders quote this passage and then go on to say that this ruler will 

shepherd my people Israel—an echo of God’s words to David at the beginning of his reign (2 Sam 5:2). Before directing the 

magi to Bethlehem, Herod ascertains from them the time of the star’s appearance, in order to estimate the date of the child’s 

birth. This will serve as the basis for Herod’s massacre that targets the male children two years old and younger (2:16). With the 

hope of discovering the exact location of the royal child in order to destroy him, Herod sends the magi off as unwitting spies 

(2:8).  

[2:9–12] For the star that preceded them and stopped over the house, see 2:2. The magi’s long journey reaches its climax as they 

enter the house and see the child with Mary his mother. This reference to Mary and the child in a house in Bethlehem can stand 

in complete harmony with Luke’s account of the child being laid in a manger (Luke 2:7). Since first-century peasant homes in 

Palestine often had the lodging place for persons on one level and animals dwelling with a manger on a lower level, the house the 

magi visit in Matt 2 might be the same house where Jesus was born in Luke 2. Another possibility is that Jesus was born in a 

cave near Bethlehem (a tradition that goes back to second-century pilgrims traveling to Bethlehem) and that later the holy family 

moved to a more comfortable dwelling, a house, which is where the magi find them. The magi do not simply kneel before Christ; 
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they prostrated themselves on their faces and did him homage. Though prostration before kings was common in the ancient Near 

East, elsewhere in Matthew’s Gospel prostration and giving homage are associated with divine worship (4:9–10; 14:23; 15:25; 

28:9, 17). The Gentile magi, therefore, offer Christ the worship that Herod, the chief priests, and scribes failed to offer. The gifts 

of gold, frankincense (an expensive perfume used for incense in worship), and myrrh (an exotic spice) represent luxurious gifts 

fit for a king. They recall the Gentile queen of Sheba bringing spices and a large amount of gold for King Solomon (1 Kings 

10:1–2). Jesus, the new son of David (1:1–17), is welcomed with similar gifts by these Gentile magi. The gifts also recall 

prophecies about the nations coming to pay homage to the king of Israel, falling down before him and offering gifts of gold and 

frankincense (Ps 72:10–11; Isa 60:1–6). As such, this scene underscores that Jesus is not just king of the Jews (2:2)—he is king 

of the whole world. 

 

 

 

St. Ann’s Schedule of Events:    
 

Monday, January 3rd  

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m.  Mass 

6:30 p.m. Youth Formation Class 

Tuesday, January 4th 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m.  Mass 

6:30 p.m. Youth Formation Class 

Wednesday, January 5th 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m. Mass 

7:00 p.m. KC Meeting 

Thursday, January 6th 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m. Mass 

6:30 p.m. P27 

Friday, January 7th 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m. 1st Friday Mass 

7:30 a.m. Parish Holy Hour 

 Saturday, January 8th  

3:30 p.m. Confessions 

4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass 

Sunday, January 9th 

7:30 a.m. Confessions 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

9:30 a.m. Confessions 

10:00 a.m. Mass 

6:00 p.m. Confessions 

6:30 p.m. Mass 

6:30 p.m. 11th Grade Confirmation Prep Mass and Class 

 

 

 

 
For the Week of January 3rd – January 9th  

 

7:00 A.M.-Monday, January 3rd 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

 

7:00 A.M.-Tuesday, January 4th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

 

7:00 A.M.-Wednesday, January 5th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

 

7:00 A.M.-Thursday, January 6th  

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

 

7:00 A.M.-Friday, January 7th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 



 

4:00 P.M.- Saturday, January 8th 

 All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Bonabel Naquin, Ollie Courteaux, Amelia Doll, Allen, Clarice & John Bascle, Peter & Daisy Babin Family,  

Lester & Alicia Babin Family, Gordon & Merlin Sewzeneau, Hebert & Marion Porche Family, Steve Porche,  

Lawlis & Clara Barris, Eric, Joel & Frank Rogers, Jerry & Matthew Arceneaux 

 

8:00 A.M.-Sunday,  January 9th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Wilma, Eugene & John Dusenbery, Veronica Trahan, Amelie Thibodeaux, Terry Lirette, Ella Mae Guidry,  

Jesse Fanguy Sr., A.J. Theriot, Ann & Clyde Hebert, Rhea P. & Eddie Voisin Jr., Carol Bascle Sr.,  

M/M Vayne Bascle, Lionel Bascle & Family, Arthur Breaux Family, Gail Boquet Fabre, Aubrey Lee Boquet, 

Authur Fabre, M/M Irby Petit, Vin & Joyce Leblanc & Family, Gilbert & Rita Bergeron & Family,  

Special Intentions, Cindy Rodrigue Broussard, Selma Plaisance, Erous & Eric Eschete, Loyd Savin 

 

10:00 A.M.- Sunday, January 9th  

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Pamela Danos LeBoeuf, Floyd Trosclair 

 

6:30 P.M.- Sunday, January 9th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Picou & Rogers Family 

 

   
 

 

 

Stewardship of Treasure 
 

December 25th & 26th, 2021: Envelopes: $2,995.00 + Loose: $370.00 + $1,248.09 (online giving) = Total $4,613.09  

Diocese Catholic Charity Collection:  $4,363.00 

Christmas Offerings:  $2,237.00 

St. Ann Catholic Charities:  $1,226.00 

 

 
 

 

 

   

Announcements 
 

Thank you for everyone’s support and generosity in giving to the Catholic Charities collection last weekend.   

Your donations will continue to help those in need. 

 

If you haven’t picked up your 2022 weekly collection envelopes you can find them at the back of the church.   

There are blank boxes available for anyone not assigned an envelope number.  Please write the new envelope  

number and name on the form next to the blank boxes.  If you have any questions, please call the St. Ann office 594-3548. 

 



 

Ministry Schedules 

 

 
 

Church Cleaning:   

     Week of January 3rd – Ralph & Darlene Trahan, Connie LeBoeuf, Yvonne Hawthorne 

Week of January 10th -  Paula Neil, Sally Anderson, Stacy Belisle, Cindy Stutts 

 

Homebound Ministry: 

January 5th  – Father Cody Chatagnier 

January 12th – Johnnie, Bert, Kathie 

 

Money Counters 

January 3rd – Donald, Randolph, Betty, Kathie B. 

January 10th – Linda, Ann, Lisa B. 

 

Date  Commentator/Lector Eucharistic Ministers 

 

Friday, December 31st 

4:00 p.m. –  Cindy S. / Randolph B.  Sue R. / Steve R. 

Satuday, January 1st 

8:00 a.m. -   David B. / Christine N.  Carol B. / Patsy E. 

Saturday, January 1st 

4:00 p.m. -   Randolph B. / Cindy S.         Yvonne W. / Randolph B. 

Sunday, January 2nd 

8:00 a.m. -   Nick P. / Doug B.  Tim M. / Mona M. 

10:00 a.m. - David L. / Sofie A.  Paula W. / Lisa L. 

6:30 p.m. -   Amanda R. / Lisa R.   Ashley D. / Hayes B. 

Saturday, January 8th 

4:00 p.m. –  Cindy S. / Randolph B.  Sue R. / Steve R. 

Sunday, January 9th 

    8:00 a.m. –   Christine R. / Jessie N.  Cecil A. / Irma A. 

    10:00 a.m. – Connie D. / Johnnie O.  Connie D. / Leslie B. 

    6:30 p.m. -    Alaina L. / Hayes B.  Maria T. / Melody A. 

 

 

 

  


