
 

   

 

What do the Saints Say? 
John 2: 1-12 

An Excerpt from The Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture   
 

[2:1] After four days enumerated in John 1, the Cana account begins, On the third day. The mention of the third day is open to 

several interpretations. The interpretation we will develop here is that the third day alludes to the giving of the law on Mount 

Sinai in Exod 19 and its celebration in Jewish tradition. After leading the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, Moses brings them to 

Mount Sinai, where the Lord offers a covenant relationship to Israel. The people Israel respond, “Everything the LORD has said, 

we will do” (Exod 19:8). The Lord then tells the Israelites that he will appear to them three days later, and he instructs them to 

prepare for his appearance on the third day: “Be ready for the third day; for on the third day the LORD will come down on Mount 

Sinai in the sight of all the people” (Exod 19:11; see 19:15). “On the morning of the third day” (19:16) the Lord appears on 

Mount Sinai in his awesome power and reveals his “glory” (Deut 5:24). God’s giving of the Torah and the covenant at Mount 

Sinai came to be commemorated liturgically on the Jewish Feast of Pentecost, and some elements of the Jewish interpretation of 

this event resonate with the Cana narrative. For instance, a second-century Jewish commentary on Exod 19, the Mekilta of Rabbi 

Ishmael, enumerates a series of days in preparation for God giving the Torah on “the third day,” and this numbering is similar to 

John’s listing a sequence of days (1:29, 35, 43) in preparation for “the third day” (2:1). There was a wedding on the third day in 

Cana in Galilee. This Cana is most likely Khirbet Cana, located about nine miles north of Nazareth. Beyond being the simple 

report of a wedding banquet, this notice recalls the biblical prophets’ likening of the covenant relationship between God and 

Israel to a marriage (Hosea 2:16–25): God is the groom, and his people Israel are the bride. Isaiah uses marriage imagery to talk 

about God’s definitive, future act of salvation to redeem his people from sin and reconcile them to himself. God’s saving action is 

grounded in his covenant faithfulness and love: “For your husband is your Maker; / the LORD of hosts is his name, / Your 

redeemer, the Holy One of Israel” (Isa 54:5). When God performs this saving action and renews the covenant, the resulting 

situation is likened to a wedding: “As a young man marries a virgin, / your Builder shall marry you” (Isa 62:5). The Sinai 

covenant, God’s promise of a definitive act of salvation, and its marriage imagery come together here to form a rich context 

within which John invites us to contemplate the wedding of Cana.  

[2:2] The first person mentioned as attending this wedding is the mother of Jesus; Jesus and his disciples are mentioned after her. 

Several things about John’s presentation of Jesus’ mother are significant. First, she appears only twice in the Gospel: at Cana and 

at the foot of the cross (19:25–27). Her presence in these two episodes is not an accidental curiosity. The two incidents point to 

spiritual truths about the mother of Jesus that do not readily appear in a surface reading of the text. Moreover, John never refers 

to the Blessed Mother by her proper name, Mary, but only as the mother of Jesus. By leaving her unnamed, John allows her to 

have a larger symbolic role in the Gospel. Scripture often personifies the people of God as a feminine figure, such as the Lord’s 

covenantal bride. In the Old Testament, Israel is personified as “daughter Zion” (Ps 9:15; Isa 62:11; Zeph 3:14) or as the children 

of Mother Zion (Isa 66:7–9; see also 60:1–7), and in the New Testament, the Church is personified as the bride of Christ (2 Cor 

11:2; Eph 5:29–32; Rev 19:6–8; 21:2, 9). At Cana, the mother of Jesus appears as the embodiment, in a single person, of the 

faithful, obedient people of God. Just as the people Israel expressed perfect faithfulness to God at the covenantal wedding at 

Mount Sinai—“We will do everything that the LORD has told us” (Exod 24:3; see 19:8; 24:7)—so too the mother of Jesus 

instructs those present at the wedding to “Do whatever he tells you” (2:5; compare Luke 1:38). The mother of Jesus is the model 

of those obedient to God: she both displays and encourages perfect covenant faithfulness and love for God.  

[2:3] A problem arises at the wedding and needs resolution: the wine runs short, and the mother of Jesus brings this need to her 

Son. Running out of wine would be a cause of embarrassment for the host of the wedding banquet. Thus Mary’s notice that They 

have no wine implies a request for Jesus to help their friends. But the biblical overtones of the story suggest that the wine has a 

spiritual meaning beyond simply being the drink required at the wedding (see comments on 2:9–10 below).  

[2:4] Jesus’ twofold response to his mother has been much discussed. The first part, Woman, how does your concern affect me?, 

literally reads, “What to me and to you, woman?” “What is this to me and to you?” is a Semitic expression that creates a distance 

in interest or understanding between two parties. Here, in addition, it serves to place the relationship between the two parties on a 

new basis. While the title “woman” was a typical way of addressing women in antiquity, it was not a form of address for one’s 

own mother. In this first part of his response, Jesus in a certain sense distances himself from an exclusively mother-son 

relationship, as he is recorded to have done in the Synoptics. Yet through the culturally surprising address of his mother as 

“woman,” Jesus also reestablishes the relationship between them on a different basis: discipleship and the accomplishment of 

God’s saving work. In the second part of his response, Jesus tells his mother, My hour has not yet come. This is the first time that 
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Jesus speaks of his †hour, a frequently recurring topic in the Gospel. Jesus’ hour is the time of his cross and resurrection, when he 

fully reveals the Father’s love and accomplishes his saving work. It is also grammatically possible to read Jesus’ words here as a 

question, “Has not my hour already come?” Understood in this way, Jesus would be announcing that the hour to inaugurate his 

saving work is now, and its completion will be at the cross when Jesus again addresses his mother as “Woman.”  

[2:5] Mary shows that she accepts her new relation to Jesus as his disciple who has a special role as a companion in his work. 

Recognizing this shift in their relationship is the key to understanding the full dimension of the narrative. Jesus’ mother tells the 

servers, “Do whatever he tells you.” These words assign Mary a twofold role. First, she is the model disciple, subordinate to her 

Son. Her words echo Israel’s response to God’s offer of the covenant: “Everything the LORD has said, we will do” (Exod 19:8; 

see 24:3, 7). Mary instructs the servants to listen to her Son as the people Israel listened to the Lord at Sinai. Second, by first 

bringing the host’s needs to Jesus and encouraging the servants to be docile and obedient to him, Mary is an intermediary 

between her Son and the members of the household. As St. Thomas Aquinas writes, Mary “assumed the role of a mediatrix [in 

two ways]. . . . First, she intercedes, with her Son. In the second place, she instructs the servants.” The mother of Jesus presents 

the needs of the people to Jesus, and she encourages the people in the ways of discipleship, instructing them to obey Jesus.  

[2:6] The mention of the six stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings recalls the ordinances about ritual purity in 

the Torah. Ritual purity was a condition that allowed a person to be near God’s presence. Moving into a state of ritual purity 

often involved washing oneself or various items with water. It is not clear what specific purification washings are meant here, but 

they nevertheless fit within the general allusions to the Sinai covenant in this story.  

[2:7–8] Jesus gives the servants two commands: Fill the jars with water and Draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter. In 

both cases, the servants heed the advice of Jesus’ mother and do exactly as he says. The servants filled the water jars to the brim. 

Jesus will turn this huge amount of water—between 120 and 180 gallons—into wine! Such a large quantity, more than one could 

expect for a wedding banquet, subtly suggests a deeper meaning to these events beyond simply meeting the need for more wine. 

An abundant supply of wine appears in many biblical texts speaking about God’s †eschatological act of salvation. When God 

brings about the definitive salvation of his people, there will be great celebration, with a superabundance of wine. Amos says, 

“The mountains shall drip with the juice of grapes, / and all the hills shall run with it” (9:13); later Joel declares, “On that day, / 

the mountains will drip new wine” (4:18).  

[2:9–10] Then the headwaiter tasted the water that had become wine, but he did not know where it came from. However, the 

servers knew that Jesus was the source. The headwaiter then called the bridegroom, and his words both conclude the narrative 

and proclaim its meaning. According to ordinary human practice and expectation, everyone serves good wine first, and then 

when people have drunk freely, an inferior one. But the Lord does not work according to human ways or expectations: “My 

thoughts are not your thoughts, / nor are your ways my ways” (Isa 55:8). The headwaiter concludes that something new and 

unexpected has happened: but you have kept the good wine until now. We can now draw together the different biblical allusions 

in this account and glimpse the spiritual meaning of this event. Through his prophets the Lord promised a definitive act of 

salvation by which he would redeem his people from sin and renew the covenant. This New Covenant was likened to a marriage 

between God and his redeemed people, and in this new, perfected state of affairs, God would meet and vastly exceed his people’s 

needs, such that no one would want for anything. Hence the prophets described it as a time of great prosperity, including such 

things as an superabundance of good wine. In this seemingly simple event at a wedding, John invites us to see a great mystery: 

God’s great, end-time act of salvation to fulfill his promises and renew his covenant is being accomplished in his Son Jesus. 

God’s covenant marriage with his people on the third day at Sinai is being renewed in the eschatological marriage of the 

†Messiah with his people, personified by his mother, on the third day at Cana. The water of the Sinai covenant is not being 

thrown out, but it is being transposed into the wine of the Gospel in the new context of the Word made flesh.  

[2:11–12] The miracle at Cana was the beginning of Jesus’ signs. John refers to Jesus’ miracles as signs because these mighty 

deeds of divine power reveal or point to spiritual truths about Jesus through sensible means. Jesus’ signs are an extension of his 

incarnation. Just as Jesus’ humanity reveals his divinity, so also do his signs reveal his glory, his divinity. Jesus’ transformation 

of water into wine discloses his fulfilling God’s promises of salvation and covenantal renewal. Just as “the glory of the LORD” 

was revealed to Israel at Mount Sinai (Exod 24:16–17), so too at Cana is his glory revealed in this sign performed by the 

incarnate Word. After witnessing this sign, Jesus’ disciples began to believe in him. Faith in Jesus goes hand in hand with the 

proper apprehension of his signs as disclosing spiritual mysteries. Jesus’ disciples already have some rudimentary faith, as 

evident in their discipleship and their various affirmations about Jesus in John 1. They are able to see the Cana miracle as a sign, 

and now, moving beyond a series of affirmations, they begin to believe in Jesus personally. Faith goes beyond assent to doctrinal 

claims, moving to a personal commitment of trust in God himself. As we shall see, the disciples’ faith remains imperfect 

throughout the Gospel (see John 13–16). It reaches maturity only after Jesus’ resurrection, with the assistance of the Holy Spirit. 

John adds that Jesus, with his mother, [his] brothers, and his disciples, went down to Capernaum and stayed there only a few 

days. The order of those listed is significant, because it is the inverse of how the account started. The Cana narrative began with 

mother of Jesus named first (2:1), but now Jesus, her Son and Lord, appears in the leading role. 



St. Ann’s Schedule of Events:    
 

Monday, January 17th  

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m.  Mass 

6:30 p.m. Youth Formation Class 

Tuesday, January 18th 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m.  Mass 

6:30 p.m. Youth Formation Class 

Wednesday, January 19th 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m. Mass 

6:30 p.m. Triple F Men’s Fellowship 

Thursday, January 20th 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m. Mass 

Saturday, January 22th  

3:30 p.m. Confessions 

4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass 

Sunday, January 23th 

7:30 a.m. Confessions 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

9:00 a.m. 1st Communion Prep Class & Mass 

9:30 a.m. Confessions 

10:00 a.m. Mass 

6:00 p.m. Confessions 

6:30 p.m. Mass 

6:30 p.m. 10th Grade Confirmation Prep & Mass 

 

 

 

 
For the Week of January 17th – January 23RD 

 

 

7:00 A.M.-Monday, January 17th  

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

 

7:00 A.M.-Tuesday, January 18th  

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Lucille Naquin 

 

7:00 A.M.-Wednesday, January 19th  

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Floyd Trosclair 

 

7:00 A.M.-Thursday, January 20th   

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

George Derrington (DA), Mia Bourg, Leslie Martin, Steven & Nellie Bergeron & Family (PKSL) 

 

4:00 P.M.- Saturday, January 22th  

 All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Bonabel Naquin, Ramos & Coralie Hornsby, Jimmie & Virgie Prosperie, Ollie Courteaux, Mary Ward,  

Eric, Joel & Frank Rogers, Macon, Edna & Roland Bascle, Remy & Bessie Reulet, Mark & Billy Pellegrin,  



Jerry & Matthew Arceneaux, Neva Morris, Mia Bourg 

 

8:00 A.M.-Sunday,  January 23rd  

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Wilma, Eugene & John Dusenbery, Veronica Trahan, Amelie Thibodeaux, Terry Lirette, Ella Mae Guidry,  

Jesse Fanguy Sr., A.J. Theriot, Ann & Clyde Hebert, M/M Vayne Bascle, Lionel Bascle & Family,  

Arthur Breaux Family, Gail Boquet Fabre, Aubrey Lee Boquet, Authur Fabre, M/M Irby Petit,  

Vin & Joyce Leblanc & Family, Gilbert & Rita Bergeron & Family, Special Intentions,  

Cindy Rodrigue Broussard, Selma Plaisance, Erous & Eric Eschete, Loyd Savin, Brad M. Falgout,  

Rusty Rodrigue 

 

10:00 A.M.- Sunday, January 23rd   

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Ronnie Ard, Connie Ard Smith, Jodi Landry, Pamela Danos LeBoeuf, Floyd Trosclair, Beldon Foret,  

Michael Clement Sr., Genevieve Yarmush, Elizabeth Ashely, Zachary Logan, Rosabelle Prosperie 

 

6:30 P.M.- Sunday, January 23rd      

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Picou & Rogers Family, Horace & Camille Boquet, Sons & Gail 

 

 

 

   
 

Stewardship of Treasure 
 

January 8th & 9th, 2021: Envelopes: $4,550.35 + Loose: $891.00 + $1,207.84 (online giving) = Total $6,649.19  

 
 

 

 

   

Announcements 

 
2022 Confirmation  

On Saturday, January 15th 10:00 a.m., our 11th graders will be completing the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Please pray to open 

their hearts to His Spirit and bring to fulfilment the good work that He has begun in them. 

 

Columbarium – St. Matthew Corridor 

We still have spaces available in our new columbarium. If anyone is interested in purchasing a niche in the St. Matthew Corridor 

please contact the St. Ann office for more information. 

 

 
 

Ministry Schedules 



 

 
 

Church Cleaning:   

     Week of January - 17th – Irma Authement 

Week of January 24th - Leslie Baio, Tim Maronge, Mona Maronge, Darlene Ledet, Kellie Brunet   

 

 

Homebound Ministry: 

January 19th – Connie, Peggy, Cindy 

January 26th – Marianne, Kathie, Johnnie 

 

 

 

Date/Time Commentator/Lector Eucharistic Minister 

 

Saturday, January 15th 

4:00 p.m. – Randolph B. / Cindy S. Yvonne W. / Randolph B. 

Sunday, January 16th 

8:00 a.m. – Doug B. / David B. Doug B. / Christine R. 

10:00 a.m. – Sofie A. / Lisa L. Gerald A. / Jerrod S. 

6:30 p.m. – Lisa R. / Amanda R. Brett G. / Ashley D. 

 

Saturday, January 22nd 

4:00 p.m. – Cindy S. / Randolph B.  Sue R. / Steve R. 

Sunday, January 23rd  

    8:00 a.m. – Jessie N. / Nick P. Tim M. / Mona M. 

    10:00 a.m. – Johnnie O. / David L. Debbie L. / Mindy L. 

    6:30 p.m. – Hayes B. / Alaina L.  Shane R. / Paige R. 

 

 

  


