
 

   

 

What do the Saints Say? 
Luke 4: 16-21 

An Excerpt from The Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture 

 

Jesus’ public ministry in Galilee now begins, introducing a large section of Luke’s Gospel. At the beginning of this section, Luke 

presents a two-part panel or diptych: Jesus’ ministry in Nazareth and Capernaum. Similar introductory and concluding verses 

frame the two passages. The focus in Nazareth is on Jesus’ words, and in Capernaum on his deeds. Jesus’ proclamation in 

Nazareth is the mission statement that provides the key for understanding his mission as Messiah. In fulfillment of Isaiah’s 

prophecies, Jesus proclaims a jubilee that brings liberty from the power of evil. This mission then begins to unfold through his 

healing miracles in Capernaum. However, the reactions to Jesus differ: he is driven out of Nazareth, but the people of Capernaum 

seek to keep him from leaving. Jesus travels back north from Judea to Galilee. He begins his public ministry by teaching in the 

Jewish synagogues. He quickly draws attention, and news of his activity goes out throughout the whole region.  

[4:16] Jesus returns to Nazareth and, according to his custom, goes into the synagogue on the sabbath. Luke places this visit right 

at the beginning of his account of Jesus’ public ministry because Jesus’ proclamation in the synagogue sets the program for the 

rest of his ministry. In the town where he had grown up and the synagogue where he had studied Scripture, Jesus now stands up 

during the service to read from the Scriptures.  

[4:17] Luke captures the drama of the moment, lingering over each of Jesus’ actions. After “he stood up,” Jesus was handed a 

scroll, then unrolled the scroll. After the reading, these three actions will be reversed. The effect is to highlight the reading, which 

stands in the center. The scroll is of the prophet Isaiah, and Jesus finds the passage that explains his mission. John the Baptist’s 

mission was similarly explained using Isaiah.  

[4:18–19] Applying the first-person text to himself, Jesus confirms with his own words what earlier events had revealed about his 

identity: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me / because he has anointed me. At his baptism, the Spirit had indeed descended “upon 

him”. Jesus the Spirit-filled Messiah is thus like David: “Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, anointed him in the midst of his 

brothers, and from that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David”. The rest of the Isaiah passage regards Jesus’ mission, 

which involves both words and deeds. Regarding his words, Jesus has been sent in order to bring glad tidings (verb euangelizō) 

and to proclaim (verb kēryssō in Luke 4:18 and 19, sometimes translated “preach”). At the end of the chapter, as Jesus goes 

around “preaching,” he will repeat that he has been sent to “proclaim the good news”. These key verbs are related to the nouns 

“gospel” (euangelion) and “gospel proclamation” (kērygma). The book of Isaiah is thus fittingly called the “Old Testament 

Gospel” because of its proclamation of good news. The privileged recipients of Jesus’ proclamation will be the poor. These are 

the anawim, who are materially poor and humbly look to God—and now to Jesus—to provide what they need. However, Jesus 

will also reach out to those who are spiritually poor but perhaps materially wealthy: tax collectors and sinners. The content of 

Jesus’ preaching is his proclamation of liberty (aphesis). This phrase from the Isaiah passage points back to an important verse in 

Leviticus: “You shall proclaim liberty in the land for all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you”. During a jubilee year, those 

in debt-slavery were set free. Thus, what Jesus is announcing in Nazareth is the definitive time of jubilee! His ministry will be 

one of granting liberty to those “in debt” on account of their “sins”. Indeed, Jesus will especially set people free through the 

forgiveness (same word aphesis) of their sins. Moreover, regarding Jesus’ deeds, Jesus will set people free by physical healings—

for example, Peter’s mother-in-law. Powerful miracles will bring liberty to the captives—for instance, the woman who is set free 

by Jesus from her bondage to Satan. Jesus will thus bring about Israel’s restoration from its true exile, in fulfillment of Isaiah’s 

prophecies: “Loose the bonds from your neck, / captive daughter Zion!”. Other healing miracles will include giving sight to the 

blind. The next phrase is inserted from another chapter of Isaiah: to let the oppressed go free. It is better rendered “to set at liberty 

those who are oppressed”, so as to show the repetition of the word “liberty” (aphesis). This is an example of what the rabbis 

would later call the rule of gezerah shawah, by which two similar texts linked by a common word could be used to interpret one 

another. The word “liberty” (aphesis) links the two passages—Isa 61:1 and 58:6—as found in the Septuagint of Isaiah. The 

Hebrew text of Isaiah has two different words, but nonetheless the two passages may have been associated with one another 

because of common themes. The end of the reading goes back to Isaiah 61 and again refers to the jubilee, the year acceptable to 

the Lord.  

[4:20] After the reading, the three actions before the reading are reversed: rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant 

and sat down. By sitting, Jesus prepares to teach the people, and they in turn fix their eyes on him as they await his words. 

Earlier, the elderly Simeon understood that his “eyes” had seen God’s salvation. Will the people of Nazareth likewise 

understand?  

[4:21] Jesus makes a bombshell announcement: Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing. With Jesus, the time of 

waiting for the fulfillment of God’s promises in the Scriptures is over. The messianic jubilee announced by Isaiah is at hand! 

“Behold, now is the acceptable time”. Here and later in his ministry, Jesus will emphasize that God’s blessings are available 

“today”. Moreover, the fulfillment takes place, literally, in their “ears”. The people should thus consider themselves “blessed” for 

seeing Jesus with their “eyes” and hearing him with their ears. However, Jesus will twice warn that those with “ears to hear ought 

to hear”.  
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Jubilee Year in the Exodus God freed the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt and gave them the Promised Land. So that 

Israelites might continue living in this freedom, the Torah provided a way for those who sold their ancestral land and were 

reduced to slavery because of debts to regain their property and liberty. The fiftieth year, following seven weeks of years, was 

this year of jubilee: “You shall proclaim liberty in the land for all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you, when each of you 

shall return to your own property, each of you to your own family”. An indentured Israelite could also be liberated by being 

redeemed by a kinsman. There was in addition a year of remission of debts for the poor every seven years. In the second part of 

Isaiah, the jubilee concept is applied to the people as a whole to describe the return of Israel’s exiles to the land. The Lord God is 

portrayed as Israel’s kinsman redeemer (go’el) who frees Israel from the slavery caused by debts—that is, the exile caused by 

sins. It is also applied to individuals: the jubilee is a time for “releasing those bound unjustly” and “setting free the oppressed”. 

Moreover, Isaiah interprets the jubilee in connection with the messiah: the Lord’s “anointed” is the one who will “proclaim 

liberty” and “announce a year of favor from the LORD”. The jubilee law thus becomes a prophecy for Israel’s future restoration: 

the messiah will come as the kinsman who redeems the enslaved people, ushering in a jubilee age of liberty. 

 

 

 

St. Ann’s Schedule of Events:    
 

Monday, January 24th  

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m.  Mass 

6:30 p.m. Youth Formation Class 

Tuesday, January 25th 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m.  Mass 

6:30 p.m. Youth Formation Class 

Wednesday, January 26th 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m. Mass 

6:30 p.m. Pastoral Council Meeting 

Thursday, January 27th 

6:30 a.m. Confessions 

7:00 a.m. Mass 

Saturday, January 29th  

3:30 p.m. Confessions 

4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass 

Sunday, January 30th 

7:30 a.m. Confessions 

8:00 a.m. Mass 

9:30 a.m. Confessions 

10:00 a.m. Mass 

6:00 p.m. Confessions 

6:30 p.m. Mass 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For the Week of January 24th – January 30th 

 

7:00 A.M.-Monday, January 24th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann, 

Rhea P. Voisin (DA), Randy Donaldson (BD) 

 

7:00 A.M.-Tuesday, January 25th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann, 

Florence Derrington (BD) 

 

7:00 A.M.-Wednesday, January 26th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

 

 



 

 

 

7:00 A.M.-Thursday, January 27th  

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann, 

Eddie Voisin, Jr. (BD 1/28), Leslie Martin, Steven & Nellie Bergeron & Family (PKSL) 

 

4:00 P.M.- Saturday, January 29th 

 All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Ollie Courteaux, Eric, Joel & Frank Rogers, Leward & Christian Boquet, Jerry & Matthew Arceneaux, Neva Morris, Mia Bourg, 

Courtney Lapeyrouse (BD), Emma Lapeyrouse (BD), Walter & Anna Belle Duplantis, Herman & Ellen Walker,  

Leslie & Carley Walker, Herman Walker Jr., Louise Walker, Lawrence Dugas, Wallace & Dolly Callahan, Andrew Jr,  

Clyde, Edna, Elie & Morris Pitre, Clyde, Elizabeth, Curtis & Vera Lirette, David Naquin Sr., Keith & Coby Dupre,  

Arthur & Elise Lirette, Joseph Sr., Celma Mae & Annie Ellender, Marie Gaston, Charlene Griffin, Bruce Blanchard, 

Special Intentions, KeriLynn Niette 

 

8:00 A.M.-Sunday,  January 30th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Wilma, Eugene & John Dusenbery, Veronica Trahan, Amelie Thibodeaux, Terry Lirette, Ella Mae Guidry,  

Jesse Fanguy Sr., A.J. Theriot, Ann & Clyde Hebert, M/M Vayne Bascle, Lionel Bascle & Family,  

Arthur Breaux Family, Gail Boquet Fabre, Aubrey Lee Boquet, Authur Fabre, M/M Irby Petit,  

Vin & Joyce Leblanc & Family, Gilbert & Rita Bergeron & Family, Mike LeBlanc, Special Intentions,  

Cindy Rodrigue Broussard, Selma Plaissance, Loyd Savin, Brad M. Falgout, Rusty Rodrigue 

 

10:00 A.M.- Sunday, January 30th  

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Pamela Danos LeBoeuf, Floyd Trosclair, Michael Clement Sr., Genevieve Yarmush, Elizabeth Ashely,  

Zachary Logan, Rosabelle Prosperie, Julia Arceneaux (BD), Curry Matherne, 

Living and deceased members of the Naquin, Lajanie, LeBoeuf, & Lapeyrouse Families 

 

6:30 P.M.- Sunday, January 30th 

All Donors and Benefactors of St. Ann Church & in Memory of: Parishioners of St. Ann 

Picou & Rogers Family, Dorina Dupius (BD), Donaldson & Scott Family 

 

 

   
 

Memorials for the week of January 23, 2022 

The Sanctuary Light this week in memory of:  Horace & Camille Boquet, Sons & Gail 

The Candles this week in memory of:  Macon, Edna & Roland Bascle, Remy & Bessie Reulet, Mark & Billy Pellegrin by 

Randolph & Kathie  

 

 

 

  

Stewardship of Treasure 
 

January 15th & 16th, 2021: Envelopes: $2,683.35 + Loose: $395.51 + $1,478.47 (online giving) = Total $4,557.33  

 

 

 

 



 

Announcements 
 

Church Cleaning 

We are looking for volunteers for our church cleaning on Mondays.   

If you would like to volunteer your time, please contact the St. Ann office. 

 

Praise & Painting 

Sat., Feb 5, 2022 9:00 a.m. @ St. Ann Parish Center 

$35.00 per person (includes door hanger and painting supplies) 

Mass at 7:00 a.m. followed with breakfast and prayer 

You can contact Mindy Landry to RSVP (688-1872/594-3548) 

 

2nd Collection this Weekend 

The 2nd collection this weekend is for the Church in Latin America.  This collection supports pastoral programs throughout Latin 

America and the Caribbean.  Projects include the work of evangelization, formation of laity, religious and seminarians, as well as 

youth ministry and catechesis, and building construction only in cases of emergency.   

 

Steubenville South 2022 

Calling all 8th-12th graders!! St. Ann will be taking a group of teens to Steubenville South in Alexandria, Louisiana on 

Fri, Jun 24, 2022 – Sun, Jun 26, 2022! Any teens interested in attending should attend a meeting on Sunday, January 30, 2022 

at 5:30pm in the Center. At least one parent should also attend this meeting. Any questions or concerns, please contact 

Mrs. Lisa at 985-852-2007. 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations to all of our newly Confirmed teens! 

 

May the Holy Spirit set your hearts blazing for love of God so that you can witness Him to all the world! 

 

Lexie “Catherine of Bologna” Arceneaux 

Landon “Andrew” Aucoin 

Kaydance “Catherine of Bologna” Boudreaux 

Brayden “Macarius” Brunet 

Ballie “Matthew” Cantrelle 

Trista “Therese of Lisieux” Crochet 

Rylee “Katherine Drexel” Falgout 

Gabe “Sebastian” Gautreaux 

Colin “Andrew” Haddad 

Allie “Josemaria Escriva” Istre 

Aiden “Michael” Kelley 

Paul “Joseph” Kreamer 

Grace “Francis of Assisi” Lirette 

Henry “Joseph” Lirette 

Jackson “Sebastian” Martin 

Peyton “Peter” Martin 

Corrin “Theresa” Melancon 

Christian “Christopher” Pellegrin 

Konnor “Anthony” Portier 

Trent “John” Price 

Emma “Dymphna” Quatrevingt 

Olivia “Gianna” Rhodes 

Emma “Cecilia” Ruiz 

Julia “Isabel of France” Thibodaux 

Brooks “Joseph” Wunstell 

 



 

 

 

 

Ministry Schedules 

 

 
 

Church Cleaning:   

     Week of January 24th – Leslie Baio, Tim Maronge, Mona Maronge, Darlene Ledet, Kellie Brunet 

Week of January 31st -  Ralph & Darlene Trahan, Connie LeBoeuf, Yvonne Hawthorne 

 

Homebound Ministry: 

January 26th -  Marianne, Kathie, Johnnie 

February 2nd – Father Cody 

 

Date/Time Commentator/Lector Eucharistic Minister 

 

Saturday, January 22nd 

4:00 p.m. – Cindy S. / Randolph B.  Sue R. / Steve R. 

 

Sunday, January 23rd  

    8:00 a.m. – Jessie N. / Nick P. Tim M. / Mona M. 

    10:00 a.m. – Johnnie O. / David L. Debbie L. / Mindy L. 

    6:30 p.m. – Hayes B. / Alaina L.  Shane R. / Paige R. 

 

Saturday, January 29th 

4:00 p.m. – Randolph B./Cindy S. Yvonne W./Randolph B. 

 

Sunday, January 30th 

8:00 a.m. – David B./Christine R. Doug B./Carol B. 

10:00 a.m. – Lisa L./Connie D. Paula W./Lisa L. 

6:30 p.m. – Amanda R./Lisa R. Hayes B./Maria T. 

 

 

 

  


