
 
82  Inclusive Lectionary – Cycle A 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER   

 

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

The disciples devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ instructions and the communal life, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. A 
reverent fear overtook them all, for many 
wonders and signs were being performed by 
the apostles. Those who believed lived 
together, shared all things in common. They 
would sell their property and goods, sharing 

the proceeds with one another as each had 
need. They met in the Temple and they 
broke bread together in their homes every 
day. With joyful and sincere hearts they 
took their meals in common, praising God 
and winning the approval of all the people. 
Day by day, God added to their number 
those who were being saved. 

The Word of God.   R. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9 

A reading from the first letter of Peter. 

Praised be the Abba God of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who with great mercy gave us new 
birth: a birth unto hope, which draws its life 
from the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead; a birth to an imperishable inheritance 
incapable of fading or defilement, which is 
kept in heaven for you who are guarded with 
God’s power through faith; a birth to a 
salvation that stands ready to be revealed in the 
last days. 

There is cause for rejoicing here. You may, for a 
time, have to suffer the distress of many trials. But 
this is so that your faith, which is more precious 
than the passing splendor of fire-tried gold, may 
by its genuineness lead to praise, glory and honor 
when Jesus Christ appears. Although you have 
never seen Christ, you love Christ; and without 
seeing, still you believe, and you rejoice with 
inexpressible joy touched with glory, because you 
are achieving faith’s goal — your salvation. 

The Word of God.   R. Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA! 

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me; 
happy are those who have not seen me, but still believe! 

ALLELUIA! 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER  —  continued 

Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John. 

In the evening of that same day, the first 
day of the week, the doors were locked in 
the room where the disciples were, for 
fear of the Temple authorities.  

Jesus came and stood among them, and said, 
“Peace be with you.” Having said this, the 
savior showed them the marks of crucifixion.  

The disciples were filled with joy when 
they saw Jesus, who said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As Abba God sent 
me, so I am sending you.”  

After saying this, Jesus breathed on them 
and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If 
you retain anyone’s sins, they are retained.” 

It happened that one of the Twelve, 
Thomas — nicknamed Didymus, or 
“Twin” — was absent when Jesus came. 
The other disciples kept telling him, “We 
have seen Jesus!” 

Thomas’ answer was, “I will never believe it 
without putting my finger in the nail marks 
and my hand into the spear wound.”  

On the eighth day, the disciples were once 
more in the room, and this time Thomas 
was with them. Despite the locked doors, 
Jesus came and stood before them, saying, 
“Peace be with you.”  

Then, to Thomas, Jesus said, “Take your 
finger and examine my hands. Put your 
hand into my side. Do not persist in your 
unbelief, but believe!”  

Thomas said in response, “My Savior and 
my God!”  

Jesus then said, 

“You have become a believer  
because you saw me. 

Blessed are they who have not seen  
and yet have believed.”  

Jesus performed many other signs as well — 
signs not recorded here — in the presence 
of the disciples. But these have been 
recorded to help you believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Only Begotten, so that by 
believing you may have life in Jesus’ name. 

The Good News of Salvation! 
R. Glory and praise to our Savior Jesus Christ! 


