
Mission Statement

“Empowering the Domestic Church through the sacraments, family life

and a Catholic education.”

Empowering the Domestic Church…

“From the wedlock of Christians there comes the family, in which new citizens of human society are born,

who by the grace of the Holy Spirit received in baptism are made children of God, thus perpetuating the

people of God through the centuries. The family is, so to speak, the domestic church. In it parents should,

by their word and example, be the first preachers of the faith to their children; they should encourage

them in the vocation which is proper to each of them, fostering with special care vocation to a sacred

state” (Lumen Gentium, ch. II).

"Family catechesis precedes, accompanies, and enriches other forms of instruction in the faith. Parents

have the mission of teaching their children to pray and to discover their vocation as children of God. The

parish is the Eucharistic community and the heart of the liturgical life of Christian families; it is a

privileged place for the catechesis of children and parents.” (CCC 2226) "

These words guide and inspire our philosophy of a family-centric education system. We endeavor to

provide the tools, opportunities, community, training, faith formation, and learning systems to families

so that they may nurture and cultivate the faith and education of all members of the family.

As part of the mission to empower the domestic church, we offer many possibilities for family

enrichment including CGS training, cooperative teaching, volunteer opportunities, community events

often based on the liturgical calendar, structured classroom environments, support and encouragement

for families in their unique challenges, a relationship-building culture, values of trust and generosity,

respect for life, and social interaction for both parents and children.

…through the Sacraments…

“The sacraments are "of the Church" in the double sense that they are "by her" and "for her." They are

"by the Church," for she is the sacrament of Christ's action at work in her through the mission of the Holy

Spirit. They are "for the Church" in the sense that "the sacraments make the Church," since they manifest



and communicate to men, above all in the Eucharist, the mystery of communion with the God who is

love, One in three persons” (CCC 1118).

We believe that the Sacraments ought to be the foundation of any faith-based education system.

Instituted by God and His church “to sanctify men, to build up the Body of Christ and…to give worship to

God”, we hold them up as the inspiration and backbone of our entire organization (CCC 1123). We

believe that a Catholic co-op that doesn’t boldly and joyfully rely on the Sacraments at every turn will

essentially fail at raising up the next Catholic generation. We seek to make the Sacraments the lens

through which we see the world, rather than just another school subject among many. As such, every

subject taught at our co-op will be informed by or derived from the Sacramental life of the Catholic

Church, especially the Holy Eucharist- “the source and summit of the whole Christian life”- as we attempt

to instill appreciation and understanding to our children (Lumen Gentium, ch. II).

In shaping our education and faith around the sacraments, we begin each day with Holy Mass. Every

family is strongly encouraged to attend as we participate in the Paschal mystery and partake in the

Blessed Sacrament- both of which are cornerstones in establishing a faithful family and community. We

approach the sacraments with reverence and awe as we recognize the gift that God has bestowed upon

humanity and we attempt to instill this same type of perspective, reverence and love on our children

each day. The faith of the children depends on our efforts to properly shape them using forms of

education that respect the Sacraments as they deserve i.e. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.

Participating families are encouraged to partake of the Sacraments as often as possible to strengthen

and inspire their faith which will in turn build up the Catholic community.

…family life…

“In connection with the prophetic function is that state of life which is sanctified by a special sacrament

obviously of great importance, namely, married and family life. For where Christianity pervades the entire

mode of family life, and gradually transforms it, one will find there both the practice and an excellent

school of the lay apostolate. In such a home husbands and wives find their proper vocation in being

witnesses of the faith and love of Christ to one another and to their children. The Christian family loudly

proclaims both the present virtues of the Kingdom of God and the hope of a blessed life to come. Thus by

its example and its witness it accuses the world of sin and enlightens those who seek the truth” (Lumen

Gentium, ch. IV).

We believe the core of a good society starts and ends with the integrity of the family; this has shown

itself to be true in both secular and Catholic culture. The breakdown of the family has led to the

fracturing of relationships, society, and the Church and we are inspired to build a strong community of

Catholic believers who can motivate and encourage one another on our individual walks of faith. As

parents participate in their children’s education and faith formation the family is strengthened and lifted

up causing the entire Church and even secular society to be lifted higher as a result.

We believe not in a philosophy of retreating from the world but of strengthening our faith community

first so that we may engage the world in a loving and truthful manner. In focusing our efforts on building

up the family unit we aspire to be a light to the nations and lead our community and country to deeper

faith and relationship with God. Since our focus is primarily on fostering family life in all our activities, we

encourage all parents to take an active part in their children’s education by homeschooling to also



engage in Cabrini operations as much as possible. We believe that the consistent interaction and

participation by committed parents, and fellow Catholic family members, will increase and strengthen

the faith and wellbeing of the children and the community.

In addition to immediate family, we believe that the inclusion of the extended family, those who are

without children or whose children have grown, and other members of the Catholic church family can be

beneficial to all parties as we seek to increase and strengthen the flock. In humility we maintain that we

have much to learn from one another, recognizing that every encounter is an opportunity to love Christ,

be sanctified, and learn more about Him. As such, we seek to incorporate each of our talents in unique

ways to help build the co-op and community.

…and a Catholic education.

“Christ is the foundation of the whole educational enterprise in a Catholic school. His revelation gives

new meaning to life and helps man to direct his thought, action and will according to the Gospel, making

the beatitudes his norm of life. The fact that in their own individual ways all members of the school

community share this Christian vision, makes the school "Catholic"; principles of the Gospel in this

manner become the educational norms since the school then has them as its internal motivation and

final goal” (Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education, 1977, para. 34).

“…it is the task of the whole educative community to ensure that a distinctive Christian educational

environment is maintained in practice. This responsibility applies chiefly to Christian parents who confide

their children to the school. Having chosen it does not relieve them of a personal duty to give their

children a Christian upbringing. They are bound to cooperate actively with the school - which means

supporting the educational efforts of the school and utilizing the structures offered for parental

involvement, in order to make certain that the school remains faithful to Christian principles of education.

An equally important role belongs to the teachers in safeguarding and developing the distinctive mission

of the Catholic school, particularly with regard to the Christian atmosphere which should characterize its

life and teaching” (Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education, 1977, para.73).

Inspired by the teachings of the Church and its guiding documents, we seek to provide a Christocentric,

parent-led, community-based, active, Catholic education for our children. With Christ at the center of all

of our curriculum and structure, parents and support staff cooperatively lead and teach the children

while engaging them in the Catholic faith through a Classical Catholic curriculum, Catholic Montessori for

the younger children, Catholic customs, and the liturgical calendar as a means of carrying the faith

throughout one’s lifetime. We believe that educating our children with the expectations of faith and

reason will create the best environment for them to fall in love with Christ and make the faith their own.

We believe that educating our children  through the lens of the Catholic Church is vital to the future of

our Church and the souls of our families. As such, we fully acknowledge that we must remain

mission-focused, joyfully proclaiming our Catholic identity in order to maintain the integrity of our co-op.

The model we seek to provide is a unique homeschool hybrid blend of 1-day-a-week or 3-day-a-week in

order to allow for families of all backgrounds to join the Cabrini community to the extent that they are

able. Catholicism is universal and communal, therefore our structure should be one that can adapt to the

needs of families while honoring our identity as belonging to Christ. Each day is drenched in prayer and



Catholic teaching as we seek to teach our children the foundational principles of science, grammar, logic,

art, reading, and language. Parents and children are encouraged to engage and respond to the material

through discussion, reflection, and other activities. The health of the whole person is also important to

our education system, as St. Ireneus penned, “The Glory of God is man fully alive.” Thus, our Monday &

Wednesday academic offering allows for the opportunity to be active outdoors discovering God through

nature and CGS on Fridays.

************************************************************************************

The Fruitful Hope: Vocations, Hearts Connected to Christ, A Growing, Holy, and Joyful Church.

Looking back on those formative years, John Paul would describe that domestic environment as his first

“seminary.”

We take JPII's sentiments of his childhood very seriously. As Catholic parents and as staff for our local

parishes we believe this is a beautiful time to support our local families. Cabrini Co-op provides the rock

and stability that is the Church as we try our best to foster growth in our homes- the domestic church.

St. Francis Cabrini, Pray for us!


