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The Church teaches that God is infinite in every perfection. Since goodness is a perfection of
being, it follows that God is infinity or absolutely good. The Church also teaches that in the act
of creation God communicates His goodness to creatures. This means that all created things
are good only insofar as they participate in the goodness of God. “God saw all He had made,
and indeed it was very good” (Gen 1:31). God is absolute moral goodness and holiness
because He is absolutely perfect and also because the divine will is identical with the divine
being which is the supreme moral norm. Therefore, the absolute sinlessness of God is not
merely a factual state or being free from sin; it also means that it is intrinsically impossible for
God to commit sin. The Psalmist sings in 136:1, “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, his
love is everlasting!”
All things are good to the extent that they exist. Since they are creatures and therefore receive
their being from God, it is obvious that their goodness also comes from God who is the
supreme good. St. Thomas Aquinas is noted for stressing “desirability” as the peculiar aspect
of the good. He said that “the good is what all men desire”. If you reflect on your own desires
for a few moments, you will soon notice that you desire that which is good--either for yourself
or for another. Wishing evil in another is called “hatred”, but the one who hates another is
motivated by the desire of some (at least apparent) good for himself, namely, the punishment
or removal of the other person.
The good is what all men desire--it is what you and I desire. We perceive the good as
perfective of our own lives; through the good we achieve our fulfillment as persons. One of the
basic problems in this life is choosing the right goods at the right time and in the right way.
Love or moral goodness is an essential ingredient in the life of Catholic holiness, to which all
are called. We become good not just by avoiding clearly defined moral evils, but also by the
growth in love of God and neighbor that comes from participation in the Christ-life in the
sacraments and praying for the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit. Since God is the supreme
good, only he can satisfy us completely. “Our hearts were made for thee, O Lord, and they will
not rest till they rest in Thee.” St. Augustine famously wrote.
God is All Holy
Be ye holy, because I am holy (Lev 11:44).
The next attribute we will look at is the Holiness of God.
All Catholics in any state or walk of life are called to the fullness of the Christian life and to the
perfection of charity. All are called to holiness. You, therefore, must be perfect, as your
heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt. 5:48)
“In order to reach this perfection the faithful should use the strength dealt out to them by
Christ’s gift, so that doing the will of the Father in everything, they may wholeheartedly devote
themselves to the glory of God and to the service of their neighbor. Thus the holiness of the
mystical body will grow in fruitful abundance, as is clearly shown in the history of the Church
through the lives of so many saints.”
The word saint is derived from the Latin sanctus, which means “holy.” To become holy, to
become a saint, we follow the example of Jesus’ life and teachings--we must try to identify
completely with Christ in both word and action.
Now, this universal call to holiness, it is something Vatican II stressed more explicitly than
previous 20 Councils of the Catholic Church. It called for the absolute necessity of holiness for
everyone in the world. Before it seemed like there was a two tiered approach, one for religious,
and one for the laity.



An ordinary life of prayer, humility, patience, charity and chastity is not enough in the modern
world.
Ordinary families will not survive, only holy families will;
ordinary bishops will not survive, only holy bishops;
ordinary priests, ordinary religious will not survive;
ordinary Catholics will not survive:
only holy bishops, priests, religious.
Only holiness will thrive and inspire future generations to follow Jesus Christ. What converted
the pagan world in the first three centuries was the extraordinary holiness of Christ's followers
in those first centuries. Nothing converts like holiness. Holiness is magnetic.
In all religions there is a special sensibility, arising from man's God-given religious sense, to the
distinction between the sacred and the profane. The notion of ‘sacred’ or ‘holy’ expresses that
which is segregated, set apart, reserved. In the Old Testament the Hebrew kadosch or kodesh
(holy) This word 'kodesh' has at least five meanings: separate, distinct, unique, cut off from,
totally different. Being separated from the secular or profane, or dedication to God’s service, as
Israel was said to be holy because it was the people of God. Something holy belongs to God
by nature, or by consecration to Him, and so cannot be treated with the familiarity of worldly
use.
The one word that I think best expresses the holiness of God, it should not be a shock to
anyone that has listened to me, is the total otherness of God. God is the totally, the wholly
completely 'Other'. Once we realize that this is the underlying meaning that the Church says
must be the inner meaning that the Holy Spirit had when he inspired the sacred writers to
speak of God as holy, as the One who is totally Other, once we see that, everything else that
revelation tells us about God makes perfect sense and fits into place.
No wonder in the first commandment God told the Israelites, and through them has been telling
the human race: "I am the Lord, your God. You shall have no strange gods before me." Why
not? Because idolatry is a lie: there is no one like God who is absolutely, utterly, completely
beyond anything that our human finite minds can conceive. This totally unique Being is not a
construct of the created mind.
We have already said the holiness of human beings consist in their becoming more and more
like God. We are asking ourselves what makes God holy, so that we by becoming like him will
become holy too. How is God the totally Other One? He alone must exist. Surely that is being
totally Other. He alone is Creator. Don't tell me that's not unique! He alone is almighty. No one
except He can do whatever in His infinite wisdom He wants to do. He is all-loving, all-wise; He
is all-good he is absolutely unchangeable; He is that pure Spirit, that Mind and Will that existed
from all eternity, and except for his existence there would be no mind and no will, there would
be no knowledge and no love in the whole universe.
What does divine revelation tell us about the holiness of God? There is no single attribute of
God that is more stressed in Sacred Scripture  than the holiness and sanctity of God. If there is
one thing that the Holy Spirit wanted to get across to the sacred writers who wrote the Bible it
was that no one should have a doubt that God is the All-Holy One. In the Psalms we find; “Yet,
Holy One, you who make your home in the praises of Israel, in you our fathers put their trust.”
(22:3) "In his holy name we trust" (33:21); "O God, your way is holy" (77:14); "Our shield, and to
the holy One of Israel" (89:19); "Holy is he!" (95:5); "Bless his holy name" (103:1); "Glory in his
holy name" (105:3). This is especially true in the writings of Isaiah the prophet where he
stresses the absolute holiness of the Lord by repetition: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.



His glory fills the whole earth” (6:3). We  also read in The four animals before the throne of God,
as described in the Apocalypse of Book of Revelation 4:8, day and night never stop singing,
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, he was, he is and he is to come.”
The word “holy” expresses God’s sublimity over all worldliness and sinfulness, as the
comparison between His holiness and the sinfulness of the prophets shows (Is 6:5-7). The
infinite chasm between the holiness of God and the sinfulness of man is brought out by the
expression used by Isaiah and the Psalms, “the Holy One of Israel” (see Is 1:4; Ps 71:22).
Holiness is the very identity, essence and being of God. “I am God and not man, the Holy One
in your midst” (Hos 11:9). There is no one greater than God. Thus, when taking an oath, He
said: “The Lord God has sworn by His holiness” (Amos 4:2; cf. 6:8), meaning He has sworn by
His very self. No one is like God. God is separated from all that is not God, from all that is
created and finite: God is transcendent and “dwells in unapproachable light” (1 Tim 6:16).
Holiness expresses the sublimity of His nature and moral perfection which excludes sin and
implies every virtuous quality. The majesty of God is His holiness revealed, and, when revealed,
makes known to man his own unholiness and littleness, thus arousing fear and trembling. “God
is light and in Him is no darkness at all” (1 Jn 1:5).
As the Catechism lays out, HaShem is exempt from all profaneness. He is wholly Other whose
will is not dependent on any creatures. They are holy as they are like Him. God desires that all
should be like to Himself. How pure is the blue heaven on which there is no cloud! How pure is
the white snow on which no spot is to be found! Yet God is infinitely purer. Even the angels are
not pure in His sight (Job 4:18).The purity of the angels as compared with that of God is like the
light of a lamp compared with the light of the sun. “All our justice is like a soiled rag before
Thee, O God!” (Is 64:6). With this He implants in our breast the natural law (conscience); with
this object He gives the law on Mount Sinai; with this object He attached evil consequences to
evil deeds. And to cleanse the just from impurities that cling to them. He purifies them by
suffering (John 15:2). He also cleanses them by the fire of purgatory, since nothing unclean can
enter heaven. Why is it that the saints and angels in heaven are represented as desired in white
garments? Why is it that at Baptism a white robe is given to the newly baptized? Be pure and
holy, and then you will be a child of God.
So our dedication to God and participation in the self-communication of God’s life and salvific
actions. The free self-dedication of the person or a community to God can bring us closer to
holiness. We see this in the Gospel of the rich man implies separation and abandonment of the
world. It affects moral transformation, service of God, and union with Him. If there is one thing
that Jesus Christ taught, insisted on, it was that our minds and hearts should be set not on the
things of this world but on the things of God. How do we become more like God? By becoming
more and more detached from everything in this world. Why? Because that's who God is. He is
the Being who is totally distinct from this world, independent of this world, indeed, on whom
everything in this world totally and constantly depends. Viewed from this perspective, what
profound wisdom Christ taught us.
We all have our share of trials, difficulties, misunderstandings, temptations, thank God.
We all have our share of pain and suffering, thank God. We all have our share of
disappointment, becoming increasingly disillusioned with this world, thank God.
Hopefully, this helps to shed some light on what we mean when we say that God is holy.
God is so holy that he is so independent of this world that the whole world totally depends on
him. That's quite an independence! The struggle we have is to see what God is doing in
providing us with constant, daily, nightly opportunities for becoming more and more detached



from the things that this world calls good, so that our hearts will become more and more
attached to the only Being who, on the premises of our own definition of holiness, is the one
who depends on no one and on whom everything else depends for its very existence.
Go back and reread some of those impossible passages of St. John of the Cross. We have so
many needs: water to drink, table to write on, air to breath. You read John of the Cross and you
ask if he is talking about a real world. Yes he is, the real world of God. Everything in this world
is only a means to an end. And that end is to reach God. And what a task we have to keep
telling ourselves that we are made for nothing in this world, nothing, we are made only for God.
Prayer
"Lord Jesus, we believe you are the all-holy God who became Man. You taught us so many
things but most importantly that we set our hearts only on God. Dear Jesus, this world can be
very terrifying, and we are afraid. This world can be very seductive, and we don't want to let go.
But help us with your grace to live up to your teaching, to find in you the way to love God for
whom we were made. Amen."


