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RECONCILIATION:  Saturday at 2:30 p.m. & Seasonal Service 

MARRIAGE:  Call the Parish Office at least 6 months prior to your 

  wedding. 

BAPTISMS:  Call the Parish Office 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/COMMUNION: Call Parish Office 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS. Please contact the Parish Office  

CURRENT PARISHIONERS:  Moving? New email?  

 Contact the Parish Office. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Al Grote, Chairperson, 245-9943 

Ryan Vitolo, Vice-Chairperson, 519-1518 

Valerie Nimeskern, Secretary, 288-3254 

David Eby, Member at Large, 385-7675 

Steve Bissmeyer, Member at Large, 923-2633 

Gene Culman, Member at Large, 385-6669 

Shannon Meyer, Member at Large, 385-6970 

John Stehlin, Member at Large,476-9665 

Kevin Wood, Member at Large, 885-9860 

Heather Smith, Development Commission Rep., 923-2893 

Betty Dirr, , Faith Formation Comm. Rep., 385-3954 

Sharon Bachman, Finance Commission Rep., 385-8267  

Patti Rice, Worship Commission Rep., 385-5410 

Larry Weinheimer, Communications Comm. Rep, 652-2563 

St. John the Baptist  
Catholic Parish 
5361 Dry Ridge Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45252 

(513)385-8010  Fax (513)385-8080 
www.stjohnsdr.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday    4:30 pm 

Sunday       8:30 am & 11:00 am 
Weekday & Holyday - See Bulletin 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Rev. Timothy S. Kallaher, Pastor 

Deacon Ken Schnur, Pastoral Associate 

Deacon Vincent Lutz 

Amanda Weickert, Director of Religious Education 

Donna Sunderhaus, Business Manager  

Douglas Schmutte, Pastoral Associate for  

     Music/Liturgy 

Rod Dunlap, Director of Youth Ministry 

Tom Cunningham, Plant Manager/Maintenance  

     Supervisor 

Terri Reder, Parish Office Manager 

Michelle Zerhusen, Administrative Assistant 

Monday, December 21 

   8:30 AM  Jim Franxman/Sandy 
 

Tuesday,  December 22 

   8:30 AM   For the Residents 
 

Wednesday,  December 23 

   8:30 AM   Ray Unger/Family 
 

Thursday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 

   3:00 PM   For the Parish 

   5:00 PM   For the Parish 

 10:00 PM   For the Parish 
 

Friday, December 25 - Christmas Day 

 10:00 AM   For the Parish 
 

Saturday, December 26 

   4:30 PM   Edward Mohr/Family 
 

Sunday, December 27 

   8:30 AM  John Schachleiter/Friends 

 11:00 AM  For the Parish 
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STEWARDSHIP 

 4th Sunday of Advent 
 

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to 

my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy.”  Luke 1:44 
 

When you hear the scripture readings and Gospel 

reading each Sunday, do you “leap for joy?” If not, 

don’t blame the lecturer or priest, rather look inside 

yourself. Do you prepare for Mass each week or do 

you just show up and expect to be entertained? 
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Saturday, December 26, 4:30 PM Mass 

Servers: M. Threm, L. Lewis, L. Lewis 

Lectors:  Al Grote, Mike Fritz 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Karen Brutz, Teresa Gagnon, 

Philip Bissmeyer, Marcia Schmidt, Diane Henschen, 

Joe Siefert 

Sunday, December 27, 8:30 AM Mass 

Servers:  S. Richter, D. Wolterman, I. Tonne 

Lectors:  Bob Reynolds, Keith Young 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Dale Bosse, MJ Gabriel, 

Heather Gabriel, Steve Hatke, Claire Sillies, Candy 

Moore 

Sunday, December 27, 11:00 AM Mass 

Servers: M. Zerhusen, M. Schneider, M. Zipperer 

Lectors: Jeanne Kreimer, Mary Ellen Moeller 

Eucharistic Ministers: Alyssa Molulon, Ben 

Molulon, Ben Peters, Begona Naciff, Jessica 

Brockman, Machell Kroner, Michelle Zerhusen, 

Madeline Peters, Sam Moeller 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

PREPARE TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

Readings for December 27, 2015 

Solemnity of the Holy Family 

 

1 Samuel 1:20-22. 24-28 

       Samuel’s mother, Hannah, dedicates her only son 

to the Lord’s service. 

 

1 John 3:1-2. 21-24 

     St John reminds us that we are God’s children, and 

calls us to respond with love. 

 

Luke 2:41-52 

     Jesus teaches us that obedience to God’s word is 

to be the priority in our lives. 

Monday, December 21 
Mass, 8:30 AM, Chapel 

Monday Martha’s Group, 9:30 AM 

Adoration, 9:15 AM, Chapel 

Rosary, 7:00 PM, Chapel 

 

Tuesday, December 22 
Mass, 8:30 AM,  Northgate Atria 

Young Adult Group, 7:00 PM, POMR#2 

  

Wednesday, December  23 

Mass, 8:30 AM, Chapel 

 

Thursday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 

Parish Office Closed 

Mass, 3:00 PM, Church 

Mass, 5:00 PM, Church 

Carols, 9:45 PM, Church 

Mass, 10:00 PM, Church 

 

Friday, December 25 - Christmas Day 

Parish Office Closed 

Mass, 10:00 AM, Church 

 

Saturday, December 26 

Reconciliation, 2:30 PM, Reconciliation Chapel 

Mass, 4:30 PM 

 

Sunday, December 27 

Mass, 8:30 AM 

Mass, 11:00 AM 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH  

There is still great need for volunteer leaders and 

helpers for the children’s liturgy during our weekend 

Masses.  The requirement is for one Mass per month 

and can be for the Mass you normally attend.  In 

addition, substitutes are needed to fill in occasionally.  

Please contact Deacon Ken at 385-8010 for more 

information or to sign-up. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

Parish Library Spot 
Do you remember the popular book 

Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt?  

Well, we have a copy of a little 

Christmas book (26 pages) that 

McCourt also penned - Angela and 

the Baby Jesus. This is a very 

touching story of his mother Angela who at age six 

felt compelled to rescue the baby Jesus from the 

manger in the cold parish church. Take a few minutes 

to check out this volume and be awed with the 

innocence and love of little children.   

CHECK IT OUT! 
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STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCE ARE YOU AWARE 
BY DONNA SUNDERHAUS 

ARE YOU AWARE that we have been asked to 

remind everyone that, while we really appreciate all the 

re-cycling you bring us, boxes need to be broken down 

before being dropped in the bin? If not broken, we have 

to call for extra pick-ups. Please help us keep the 

grounds clean and the cost down by breaking down your 

boxes. Thank you. 

 

ARE YOU AWARE that once again I need to talk 

about our wonderful Joseph Group? Each month we 

have been inviting a group to Pastoral Council to bring 

us an update on what they have been doing and 

November was Joseph Group. Our Joseph Group which 

consists of anywhere from five to nine retired gentlemen 

who show up every Thursday morning and do any and 

everything we ask them to do. I cannot possibly list 

everything they have done but I feel like I have to list 

some of the big ones: covered walkway between Church 

and Parish Center, which saved a classroom and the 

parish $90,000, designed Church sign, built the Grotto, 

fixed Church carpet where it was loose, changed church 

lights 6 times saving parish $18,000, converted several 

bathrooms to cupboards in the parish office, took out 2nd 

set of stairs in parish office and made closets, pulled 

walls back at the basement entrance and fixed door, built 

storage shed for the scouts, built office in Jr. High wing 

along with cupboards in the hallways, enclosed area in 

cafeteria to make a pantry, enlarged cafeteria office and 

storage, built cupboard to store carts in the cafeteria, 

enclosed area in teachers lunch room for storage, 

installed drop ceiling and light at school entrance, 

repaired steps at school entrance, converted table racks 

into coat racks for the parish center, cleared path through 

woods to run sewer line to Pebble Creek from parish 

complex to Father’s house (this involved getting 

permission from two residents to cut through their yards 

and then re-grade and seed), built deck on Father’s 

house, installed and dug concrete footers on the back 

side of Father’s house, and that isn’t even a full list!!! 

These wonderful men also donated 165 man hours to 

Corpus Christi to remodel their food pantry; 13,649 man 

hours on 2,294 different projects = 10’s of 1,000’s of 

dollars in saving to our parish. Thank you just doesn’t 

seem like enough!!!!!! 

 

I HAVE LEARNED that life is a great big canvas: 

throw all the paint on it you can. 

Attention Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors 
The schedule for January - March 2016 will be 

prepared shortly.  Please contact Marcia if there are 

any dates during this time you are not available. 

Submit any changes by no later than December 12.  

She can be reach at 741-2808 or at 

marciaschmidt@cinci.rr.com.  

 Adult Collection (includes 

Electronic Donations) 

Children Collection 

$ 

 

$ 

11,539.11 

 

1.95 

 Debt Reduction 

Immaculate Conception 

Christmas Flowers 

Christmas 

Religious Retirement 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

10.00 

175.00 

45.00 

50.00 

4,238.00 

 
This Year to Date 

Last Year to Date 

Comparison to Last Year 

$ 

$ 

$ 

323,012.34 

319,146.35 

3,865.99 

 
Adult Envelopes 

Children Envelopes 

Electronic Donators 

Thank You! 

 345 

3 

50 

DECEMBER 13, 2015 COLLECTION REPORT 

Shopping Cent$ sales have really increased over the 

last few weeks. We apologize if we sold out of a 

retailer you needed. Keep coming back. If you know 

what you want in advance please call our hotline (699-

6960 ext. 240) by Wednesday evening and we can 

have it ready in an envelope for you just to pay and 

pick up in the Bell Tower before or after weekend 

Mass. If you do have a large order or need a large 

quantity of a specific retailer, please call the hotline by 

Sunday evening so we can special order them for you. 
 

Last day for special orders is Sunday, December 20 

and will be ready for pick up on Wednesday, 

December 23. Please call the hotline by Sunday 6:00 

PM with any large or special orders. 
 

We did get a volunteer for our 5th Saturday however 

we are still in desperate need of two volunteers for the 

4:30 Mass shift on the 3rd Saturdays of the month. This 

position involves the sale of gift certificates in the Bell 

Tower 30 minutes prior to Mass and approximately for 

30 minutes after Mass has ended. If we don’t get 

volunteers we will not be able to sell gift cards during 

these weekends. If you attend 4:30 Mass – even if it is 

occasionally – please consider joining the program and 

leave a message on the Shopping Cent$ hotline (699-

6960 ext. 240). It’s a great way to get involved and get 

to know other parishioners. 

SHOPPING CENTS 
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MUSICIAN’S NOTES  
BY DOUG SCHMUTTE 

I 
t’s hard to believe that it is already the Fourth 

Sunday of Advent and Christmas is only five 

days away. It seems like just yesterday we 

gathered with family and friends to dine and 

give thanks for the many blessings our God has 

bestowed upon us. And now, we are ready to 

celebrate the greatest blessing or gift that our God 

has given us, the gift of His Son. 

I was reading the following recently, and would 

just like to share it with you as food for thought as 

we inch ever closer to Christmas: 

“What kind of Christmas gift does God want? 

Have you ever thought about that?  We spend weeks 

before Christmas looking for gifts for our loved ones. 

We do this to express our love. But have you ever 

thought about what gift you might give to God in 

gratitude for God’s gift to us – Jesus? 

“In our Gospel today we heard the familiar story 

of Mary visiting Elizabeth. Elizabeth announces that 

Mary and the child in her womb are blessed, and 

Mary, in particular is blessed because she trusted that 

the Lord’s words to her would be fulfilled. Mary 

dedicated her life to doing God’s will. 

“What gift, then, can you give to God that would 

be most pleasing? Hint: You won’t find it in a mall! 

Perhaps it has something to do with discovering 

God’s will (for you ).” 

So, as we scramble over the next few days for 

those last minute gifts for our friends and loved ones, 

maybe even while we are at the mall, or standing in a 

very long checkout line holding the gifts we have 

chosen, we could think about what gift we could give 

to God this Christmas – again in gratitude for God’s 

gift to us – Jesus? 

Let me also make a last 

minute plug for our Blue 

Christmas Prayer this 

evening (Sunday) at 6:00 in 

Church. For many, this time 

of the year and especially 

these upcoming days are not 

a very joyful time at all, but 

rather a time of sadness and 

loss. Maybe this isn’t the 

case for you, but, why not 

come and pray for those for 

whom this is the case? Or, if this is the case for you, 

come and bring those feelings to this prayer as we 

lift up our prayer to God. I am sure some probably 

don’t come because we don’t want other people to 

know that we are having those feelings. But, we are 

here as a parish family to support one another and be 

there to walk with each other on this journey. I’m 

reminded of one of my favorite hymn texts – “The 

Servant Song”. In this text we hear these words: 
 

We are pilgrims on a journey, we are travelers on the road; 
We are here to help each other walk the mile  
 and bear the load. 
I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh  
 I’ll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen  
 this journey through. 
 

So, please consider coming to pray with us 
tonight. Come to pray for those who are “blue” or 
bring your “blue” feelings to God, as we help 
each other “bear the load”. 

Have a great week. 

Week by Week Through the  Year  of  Mercy  

I 
n proclaiming the Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope 

Francis proclaimed his desire that this Holy 

Year be “steeped in mercy,” as we disciples “go 

out to every man and woman,” bringing the 

“balm of mercy” to “believers and those far away, as 

a sign that the Kingdom of God is already present in 

our midst!”  (Misericordiae Vultus, 5). In her 

visitation of Elizabeth, Mary beautifully presents just 

such an image. Despite the perils of her pregnancy, 

not to mention her preoccupations as a young unwed 

mother, Mary instantly, unselfishly, “goes out” of 

herself, hastening far and over dangerous terrain, to 

“bring the balm of God’s tender mercy” in 

assistance rendered to her older relative. Since 

baptism and the Eucharist have made us, in a way, 

bearers of the living Christ within as Mary was, such 

selfless “going out” of ourselves to be of loving 

service to others in mercy should especially mark 

our Christmas season this Jubilee Year. 

 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. Papal 

quotes Copyright © 2015, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used 
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to LOVE as  

GOD LOVES 

By Amanda Weickert 

     In today’s reading from the Letter to the 

Hebrews Paul relates how Christ came to do the 

will of the Father and that “by this ‘will,’ we have 

been consecrated through the offering of the body 

of Jesus Christ once for all.”  Christ, through his 

own obedience to God’s will and self-gift on the 

cross, consecrates us!  But what is consecration? 

     It seems like we talk about consecration a lot in 

Catholicism; the Consecration of the Eucharist, 

the consecration of Priests at their ordination and 

the Year of Consecrated Life are a few examples 

which spring to mind.  But what is Paul describing 

here, where he speaks of all of the Church being 

consecrated by Christ’s obedience to God’s will?  

We are not priests, vowed religious, or the 

Eucharist itself! 

     To consecrate something literally means to set 

it apart for the service of God.  Christ, through 

his own obedience to God’s will, sets us - the 

Church - apart for the service of God.  Our 

consecration by Christ is not a final step which 

completes us but rather it radically initiates us into 

a new existence for the service of God. 

     Consecration also i lluminates our 

understanding of the Eucharist, which in being 

consecrated not only becomes Christ truly, 

physically present in our world but also something 

which exists for the service of God.   

We who receive the Eucharist and who are 

ourselves consecrated are similarly transformed 

and called to God’s service!  We are now first and 

foremost God’s children set apart for the service 

of God - bringing God’s presence into the world.    

     How is God calling you to be His presence in 

the world this Advent Season?  Do you live your 

life in service of God?  Do you set aside time each 

day to speak with God and ask for the graces you 

need?   

       Lord Jesus Christ, babe in Mary’s womb 

and savior in the Eucharist, grace us with the 

courage to live in your service, even when it 

means we must let go of something we are very 

attached to.  Amen. 
  

The JOY of the GOSPEL 

“There are Christians whose 

lives seem like Lent without 

Easter. I realize of course that 

joy is not expressed the same 

way at all times in life, 

especially at moments of great 

difficulty. Joy adapts and changes, but it always 

endures, even as a flicker of light born of our personal 

certainty that, when everything is said and done, we 

are infinitely loved. I understand the grief of people 

who have to endure great suffering, yet slowly but 

surely we all have to let the joy of faith slowly revive 

as a quiet yet firm trust, even amid the greatest 

distress: “My soul is bereft of peace; I have forgotten 

what happiness is… But this I call to mind, and 

therefore I have hope: the steadfast love of the Lord 

never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they 

are new every morning. Great is your faithfulness… It 

is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation 

of the Lord” (Lam 3:17, 21-23, 26).”  
 

This is paragraph 6 of Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation 

“Evangelii Gaudium.”  Vatican Translation. 

 Amanda Weickert                     
 

aweickert@stjohnsdr.org 
 

 

It would be my joy to meet with you and discuss our 

beautiful faith!  Please feel free to call or schedule an 

appointment any time! 
___________________________________________ 

Volunteer Needed 

Would you like to help out with our weekly SEEDS 

preschool program which runs during the 11 am 

Sunday Mass?  We need a volunteer to help during 

this program which teaches 3-4 year olds about our 

Catholic faith and shares with them the weekly 

gospel.  Our lead teacher, Sarah Roettker, does a 

wonderful job leading this program and needs a 

helper beginning this January when her current helper 

moves out of town.  If you are over 18 and VIRTUS 

compliant please contact Amanda Weickert at the 

parish office to volunteer.  There is a possibility that 

multiple volunteers could share this position and trade 

off weeks.  The program cannot run without a second 

adult each week so please consider planting seeds of 

faith with our 3-4 year olds!  

 

Office of Christian Formation 
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High School Ministry 
 

It is still not too late to join the a new High School 

ministry program here called CHOSEN. The youth get 

to know one another better, as well as begin to pray 

and think about some difficult life questions. Please 

continue to pray for our high school youth as they 

begin this journey of drawing closer to Christ and 

learning more about themselves. We will meet tonight, 

Sunday, December 20 at 7 pm in the Youth Ministry 

room.   

Don’t forget, this is our Christmas Party night.  Our 

last meeting until next year! 

Young Adult Ministry 
 

This past Tuesday, our young adults gathered for the 

pastoral area Reconciliation Service. This was a great 

opportunity for our young adults to begin the Year of 

Mercy by receiving the Lord’s mercy as well as 

preparing their hearts better for Christ coming at 

Christmas. If you are interested in joining our Young 

Adult Group here at St. John’s, please contact Rod 

Dunlap at rdunlap@stjohnsdr.org.  

 

 

 

Junior High Ministry 

 
This past Sunday, a group of junior high youth volunteered to at the Pastoral Area Food Bank Christmas 

Giveaway. This took place at Corpus Christi parish and this was a great opportunity for St. John the Baptist 

youth to really connect and be engaged with the struggling people of our community. They spent over 2 hours 

helping load presents and dinners into peoples cars all while spreading Christmas cheer with their smiles and 

energy. Our youth really enjoyed this time of giving back and look forward to more events like this in the 

future.  
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Missionary Discipleship.   
It sounds intimidating, but active 

and informed discipleship is our 

vocation as Catholic Christians. 

The Lay Pastoral Ministry 

Program can help you discern 

and develop gifts for ministry, 

grow in faith and gain the 

theological knowledge you need 

to evangelize and serve others effectively. Courses 

in scripture, doctrine, morality, evangelization and 

liturgy fit into a busy adult schedule with evening 

and Saturday sessions. Classes forming now for 

Spring semester    and interviews are ongoing for 

full admission to Graduate and Non-Degreed 

programs. Locations include the main campus in 

Cincinnati and satellite locations in Montfort 

Heights and Dayton. Call 419-305-5486 or 513-231-

1200 for information or to schedule an 

appointment.  The LPMP is sponsored by the 

Archdiocese of Cincinnati and is celebrating 40 

years of service in 2015-16.     

AREA INFORMATION 

Do you feel alone in this season when everyone and everything 
seems bent on “being happy” and “celebrating”? Do you hurt 
and can’t get into the festivities?  At such times we need to make the 
space and take the time to acknowledge our sadness and concern. 
We need to know that we are not alone. For these reasons, we invite 
you to a special service which, through prayer, Scripture and music, acknowledges 
that God’s presence is for those who mourn, for those who struggle—a time to move 
from feeling blue to experiencing the wonder and hope of  Christmas. 

Blue Christmas 
Tonight, Sunday, December 20 6:00 p.m. 

Are you going to have a Blue Christmas? 

“Year of Mercy”  

Day of Prayer 
January 16, 2016 from 9:00 

a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Located at Schott Pavilion in 

the Jesuit Spiritual Center in 

Milford;  Cost: $35 

Our Day of Prayer will celebrate 

the New Year which Pope 

Francis has called the “Year of 

Mercy.” Our day will begin with 

coffee, fruit juice and pastries, short presentations 

with time for quiet reflection, journaling, faith 

sharing and include lunch. Learning how to 

experience God’s mercy in our everyday lives and 

sharing that mercy with others will be our focus. All 

are welcome to come and keep this “Year of 

Mercy.” To register, please call 248-3500. 

Save the Date! Monte Carlo Night 

Come to Daniel Hall located at St. John Neumann on 

Saturday, January 9 from 8:00 p.m. to Midnight for 

an exciting evening of games of chance and 

socializing. This event is co-sponsored by the SJN 

Men's Society and the Northwest Boosters. 

Admission is $15.00 and must be 21 or older. For 

more information or to help, please contact 

parishioner Mike Wicktora at 319-5534. 

 
Blessed are you among women and 

Blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 
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St. John the Baptist’s Church 

What’s Happening This Week  

A dv en t  2 0 15  

Reflection on This Sunday’s Opening Prayer 
Collect: 
 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts, that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ 
your Son was made known by the message of an Angel, may by his Passion and Cross be brought to the 
glory of his Resurrection. Who lives and reigns… 
 

Reflection: 
 

As we approach the final days of Advent we are faced with the images of Christ’s Birth, Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection. The Church is placing before us the message that Christ’s Incarnation was only part of God’s 
design for the redemption of humankind. The Church is placing before us that there was much more to the story 
of Christ’s birth. 
     This prayer asks that God would pour forth his grace into our hearts. Because of this grace we may know that the 
message of the Angel announcing the birth of Christ would signify to us that we are brought to the glory of 
Christ’s Resurrection only by living in the shadow of his Passion and Cross. We may want to see the child in the 
manager. However, this prayer reminds us that the manager always includes the Cross. 
     Let us use these final days of Advent to reflect on Christ’s life beyond his birth to making the connection to the 
completion of his path to the Cross and the glory of his Resurrection. 
 

Prayer: 
 

God of life, as you pour your grace into my heart, open it to receive the message of the Birth of Christ without 
forgetting his Passion, Death, and Resurrection. 
 

—Sister Sharon Marie Stola, OSB 
Director of the Office of Divine Worship and Catechumenate 

Diocese of Joliet-in-Illinois 
 

Excerpt from The Roman Missal, Third Edition © 2010, ICEL. Reprinted with approval of the Committee on Divine Worship, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

Sunday, December 20:  6:00 p.m. Blue Christmas 
 

Monday, December 21:  9:15 a.m.—8:00 p.m. Exposition 

          7:00 p.m. — Rosary 
 

Thursday, December 24:  3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.   

 Christmas Eve Masses 9:45 p.m.—Carols 

     10:00 p.m.  

Friday: December 25:   

 Christmas Day Mass 10:00 a.m.   
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God’s work. This 

people’s faith is 

expressed in praise 

and prayer as well as 

in living their lives 

in service to the 

Kingdom of God. 

This community 

recognize God’s 

saving initiative 

(what we call 

“salvation” and 

“ g r a c e ” ) ,  a n d 

responds to God and 

God’s work. This is 

the pattern of our 

lives as Church and 

as individuals:  God 

comes to us in Christ 

and in Christ we 

respond to God.  

     We see this 

pattern of divine 

initiative and human 

response in Jesus 

himself, in his life 

and actions.  He is 

“true God and true 

man.” As “true God” 

he makes visible 

God’s outreach to 

humanity. As “true 

man” he models 

humanity’s response 

to God’s outreach. 

And this is the 

nature of the Church 

as well: to make 

v i s i b l e  G o d ’ s 

outreach to humanity 

I 
t may seem 

strange, but the 

place for us to 

begin talking 

about the liturgy is 

the Church. At 

Vatican II (1962-

1965) the bishops 

gave us an old, but 

new vision of the 

what the Church is: 

the Church is the 

sign established by 

God among the 

nations of the 

world—a sign set up 

in history to show 

what God has done 

and is doing for the 

whole human race, 

whether he does it 

visibly or hiddenly. 

      What is this 

work of God in 

human history? It 

can perhaps best be 

summed up in the 

word “reconcilia-

tion.”  God is 

reconci l ing the 

world to himself by 

overcoming all 

that is not of God. 

G o d  h e a l s 

d i v i s i o n , 

establishes justice 

and peace, giving 

hope and light, 

c o m f o r t  a n d 

solace. This is 

God’s victory over 

sin and the way God 

establishes his rule 

or Kingdom. 

     Al l  th i s  i s 

happening not just in 

individual lives, but 

in  the human 

community itself. 

Wherever people are 

and whenever they 

respond to God, 

however fitfully, the 

Kingdom is being 

built and God’s 

graciousness and 

healing presence 

o v e r co m es  t h e 

power of evil. 

     The Church is to 

be a sign to the 

world that God is at 

work in our world, a 

sign or manifestation 

of what God is doing 

here for all. The 

C h u r c h  i s  a 

c o m m u n i t y  o f 

people called to 

r e c o g n i z e  a n d 

coopera te  wi th 

Part  One:   The Church  

What is  L i turgy?  

Special points of 

interest: 
 God’s work is 

reconciling the world to 

himself 

 In Jesus God has 

approached humanity 

 And in Jesus humanity 

responds to God’s 

redemptive grace 

 Church is the Body of 

Christ which continues 

Christ’s work by prayer 

and service 

 The liturgy embodies 

and expresses the 

pattern of Christian life: 

the divine initiative and 

the human response 

The Church, the Body of 
Christ, gathers to celebrate 
the liturgy. 

a n d  h u m a n i t y ’ s 

response. Thus the 

Church is to be a sign 

of redemption in a 

world which is being 

redeemed, and so, 

thanks to God’s 

redeeming grace, the 

Church is supposed to 

be a sign of hope, a 

sign of what can be. 

     This pattern and 

process of divine 

initiative and human 

response is expressed 

in the liturgy. This is 

what we will talk 

about next week. 


