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RECONCILIATION:  Saturday at 2:30 p.m. & Seasonal Service 

MARRIAGE:  Call the Parish Office at least 6 months prior to your 

  wedding. 

BAPTISMS:  Call the Parish Office 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK/COMMUNION: Call Parish Office 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS. Please contact the Parish Office  

CURRENT PARISHIONERS:  Moving? New email?  

 Contact the Parish Office. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Al Grote, Chairperson, 245-9943 

Ryan Vitolo, Vice-Chairperson, 519-1518 

Valerie Nimeskern, Secretary, 288-3254 

David Eby, Member at Large, 385-7675 

Steve Bissmeyer, Member at Large, 923-2633 

Gene Culman, Member at Large, 385-6669 

Shannon Meyer, Member at Large, 385-6970 

John Stehlin, Member at Large,476-9665 

Kevin Wood, Member at Large, 885-9860 

Heather Smith, Development Commission Rep., 923-2893 

Betty Dirr, , Faith Formation Comm. Rep., 385-3954 

Sharon Bachman, Finance Commission Rep., 385-8267  

Patti Rice, Worship Commission Rep., 385-5410 

Larry Weinheimer, Communications Comm. Rep, 652-2563 

St. John the Baptist  
Catholic Parish 
5361 Dry Ridge Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45252 

(513)385-8010  Fax (513)385-8080 
www.stjohnsdr.org 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday    4:30 pm 

Sunday       8:30 am & 11:00 am 
Weekday & Holyday - See Bulletin 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Rev. Timothy S. Kallaher, Pastor 

Deacon Ken Schnur, Pastoral Associate 

Deacon Vincent Lutz 

Douglas Schmutte, Pastoral Associate for  

     Music/Liturgy 

Amanda Weickert, Director of Religious Education 

Rod Dunlap, Director of Youth Ministry 

Terri Reder, Business Manager 

Tom Cunningham, Plant Manager/Maintenance  

     Supervisor 

Michelle Zerhusen, Administrative Assistant 

 

Monday, January 4 
 

     8:30 a.m. Kenneth Schachleiter/Friends 

Tuesday, January 5 
 

     8:30 a.m. For the Residents 

Wednesday, January 6 
 

     8:30 a.m. Julianna Mack/Randy Mack 

Thursday, January 7 
 

     8:30 a.m. Len Dourson/Mary Ann Bowling 

Friday, January 8  
 

     8:30 a.m. Thomas Burns/Vicki Selm 

Saturday, January 9 
 

    4:30 PM   Edward Mohr/Family 

Sunday, January 10 
 

    8:30 a.m. Dorothy Schultz/Carolyn & Denny 

  11:00 a.m. For the Parish 
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STEWARDSHIP 

Epiphany of Our Lord 

“…the Gentiles are co-heirs, members of the same 

body, and co-partners in the promise in Christ Jesus 

through the Gospel.” (Ephesians 3:6) 

 
Today we celebrate that Christ came to all of us, not 

just the Hebrews. He made us all one body with Him. 

We were all given different gifts; we all have different 

yet equally valuable roles to play in the Body of 

Christ. Ask God how He wants you to use your gifts 

so that we may all “be one” in this Year of Mercy. 
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Saturday, January 9, 4:30 PM Mass 

Servers: A. Toelke, H. Murphy, L. Smith 

Lectors:  Joe Siefert, Steve Bissmeyer 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Patrick Bissmeyer, Nancy 

Schuster, Kathy Wood, Frank Sunderhaus, Larry 

Fehrenbach, Shirley Fehrenbach 

Sunday, January 10, 8:30 AM Mass 

Servers:  R. Severt, M. Karwisch, D. Karwisch 

Lectors:  Bob Carle, Amanda Weickert 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Erin Siemer, Grace Severt, 

Debbie Schneider, Bob Engel, Carolyn Engel, 

Donna Sunderhaus 

Sunday, January 10, 11:00 AM Mass 

Servers: J. Stidham, J. Stidham, L. Stidham 

Lectors: Kristin Watson, Terri Molony 

Eucharistic Ministers: David Benkert, Cathy 

Mersch, Mike Burke, Eileen Molulon, Tabitha 

Peters, Megan Threm, Jorge Naciff, Amanda Naciff, 

Michael Hayes, Nancy Ziegler 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

PREPARE TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

Reading of January 10, 2016 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
 

 

Isaiah 40:1-5. 9-11 

       A message of consolation: the Lord is coming 

to save his people. Prepare a way for him. 

 

Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 

      God saved us by the cleansing water of rebirth, 

renewing us with the Holy Spirit so generously 

poured over us through Jesus Christ our saviour. 

 

Luke 3:15-16. 21-22 

     After Jesus’ baptism, the Holy Spirit descended 

upon him in the form of a dove and a voice from 

heaven declared, “You are my Son, the Beloved; my 

favour rests on you.” 

Monday, January 4 
Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

All School Morning Prayer, 8:30 a.m., Church 

Adoration, 9:15 a.m., Chapel 

Monday Martha’s Group, 9:30 a.m. 

Rosary, 7:00 p.m., Chapel 
 

Tuesday, January 5 
Mass, 8:30 a.m., Northgate Atria 

Young Adult Group, 7:00 p.m., POMR #2 
 

Wednesday, January 6 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 
 

Thursday,  January 7 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

Joseph’s Group, 9:00 a.m., POMR #2 

Shopping Cent$, 9:00 a.m., POMR#1 

Thursday’s Martha’s Group, 3:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, January 8 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 
 

Saturday, January 9 

Reconciliation, 2:30 PM, Reconciliation Chapel 

Mass, 4:30 PM 
 

Sunday, January 10 

Mass, 8:30 AM 

Mass, 11:00 AM 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH  

There is still great need for volunteer leaders and 

helpers for the children’s liturgy during our weekend 

Masses.  The requirement is for one Mass per month 

and can be for the Mass you normally attend.  In 

addition, substitutes are needed to fill in 

occasionally.  Please contact Deacon Ken at 385-

8010 for more information or to sign-up. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

Parish Library Spot 
The subtitle for the book Christian 

Self-Mastery is How to Govern 

Your Thoughts, Discipline Your 

Will, and Achieve Balance in Your 

Spiritual Life.  In this book Basil W. 

Maturin presents simple steps to 

make progress in your spiritual life.  He shows why 

self-control and self-denial are not morbid and 

gloomy, but hopeful and even joyful – when 

undertaken properly.  Patrick Madrid, a reviewer, 

recommends this book for everyone who wants to 

overcome sin.   

CHECK IT OUT! 
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STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCE ARE YOU AWARE 
BY TERRI REDER 

Week by Week Through the  Year  of  Mercy  

SHOPPING CENTS 

SHOPPING CENT$  
Shopping Cent$ will be open before and after all 

weekend Masses. Weekday sales resume this 

Thursday, January 7 in the Parish Office Meeting 

Room #1. 

The light of Christ shines upon you. 

Share that light with others. 

As I begin as Business Manager, I want to thank 

Donna Sunderhaus for her patience, understanding 

and guidance as we have gone through training. (She 

remains on my speed dial for all those future 

questions!) These are very big shoes to fill. 

  

Thank you to all you gave so generously to our 

Christmas collection. We are truly blessed with very 

giving parishioners. 

  

Thank you to all our ministers who gave of their time 

and talent to make our parish liturgies wonderful.  

What a beautiful way to celebrate the birth of our 

Lord! 

 

If I can be of service to you, please do not hesitate to 

let me know. If you have any suggestions for this 

column, please let me know. My email is 

treder@stjohnsdr.org or call me at 385-8010. 

 

If you want you tax donation letter, please call the 

office. All will be mailed by 1/31/16. 

 

 Adult Collection (includes 

Electronic Donations) 

Children Collection 

$ 

 

$ 

17,462.03 

 

1.79 

 Immaculate Conception 

Christmas Flowers 

Christmas 

Religious Retirement 

Respect Life 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

235.00 

200.00 

495.00 

175.00 

7.00 

 
This Year to Date 

Last Year to Date 

Comparison to Last Year 

$ 

$ 

$ 

340,476.16 

334,399.24 

6,076.92 

 
Adult Envelopes 

Children Envelopes 

Electronic Donators 

Thank You! 

 277 

2 

57 

DECEMBER 20, 2015 COLLECTION REPORT 

I 
n this Jubilee Year of Mercy, Epiphany 

celebrates God’s mercy shining on the magi 

from a guiding star. Their kingdoms were far 

from Jerusalem, their religions far from God’s 

covenant with Israel. At first the star led the magi to 

Jerusalem, where they could “recalculate” their quest 

with the help of God’s own “GPS,” the Jewish 

scriptures. How challenging and humbling for the 

magi to discover that they would find the world’s 

Messiah not in a palace but with a poor couple in an 

insignificant village. That’s where God’s mercy, 

shining in the star, led the magi to worship Jesus, the 

Prince of Peace. Today the magi invite us to 

“recalculate” our life’s journey during this Jubilee 

Year—to follow the star of God’s mercy along the 

way of humble love, to discover a renewed personal 

relationship with Jesus ourselves and so become 

“guiding stars” leading other seekers to find Jesus, 

too. 
 

eter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

mailto:treder@stjohnsdr.org
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MUSICIAN’S NOTES  
BY DOUG SCHMUTTE 

T 
his weekend we celebrated the Solemnity of 

the Epiphany of the Lord. The hymn that is 

probably most associated with this feast is 

We Three Kings of Orient Are. I located the 

following history of the hymn in a collection of the 

“stories behind the best loved songs of Christmas” 

     The composer of this text was a man by the name 

of John Henry Hopkins Jr. He was a brilliant scholar 

with degrees from the University of Vermont and a 

law school in New York City. But, he was still a child 

at heart. Upon graduating from seminary and law 

school, Mr. Hopkins became a reporter for a New 

York newspaper. He then continued his writing career 

with the New York based Church Journal. He was 

writing for that publication in 1857 when he came 

upon a difficult problem – what Epiphany gifts he 

would buy for his brother’s children. Ultimately, he 

decided to give a present that would both entertain 

and educate at the same time. He decided to write a 

tribute to those legendary visitors from the East de-

scribed in the gospel of Matthew. 

     A seminary graduate, he knew that little was 

known about the travelers, so he combined the biblical 

record of the trip with legends passed down for almost 

two thousand years. 

     Though largely a work of his imagination, the 

hymn produced was both instructive and prayerful. 

The movement of the melody captured the image of a 

trip across the desert on camels and had an oriental, 

Middle Eastern feel to it. 

     The first verse speaks of a trip that was long and 

difficult “bearing gifts we traverse afar.” 

     The chorus “star of wonder, star of light” provided 

the inspiration the men needed to not give up during 

the arduous journey. 

      The second verse begins the tale of a “king forever 

ceasing never” born in Bethlehem. In the last part of 

the second verse and in the two verses that follow, the 

gifts presented by the wise men are covered. 

     The gold is the crown that the king would wear 

forever. The frankincense worships the Son of God. 

The myrrh is the bitter perfume that would mask death 

but then blossom into life unending. 

     In the hymn’s final verse, Hopkins assures the 

youngest members of his family that the wise men 

knew that the Christ child would die for our sins and 

be raised from the dead. In this verse, he reveals that 

to these three men the journey was truly divine, and 

the most glorious moment of their lives. 

     We Three Kings of Orient Are was published in 

the writer’s own songbook Carols, Hymns, and 

Songs. At the turn of the next century when carols 

were included in hymnals, this work, which ex-

plained Epiphany, became one of the most popular 

Christmas hymns. 

     What a wonderful gift to his brother’s children 

and to us today as we hear that familiar story from 

Matthew’s gospel of those “magi from the east” who 

came to Bethlehem and “prostrated themselves and 

did him homage and offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh.” 

     At the end of the gospel we hear that “they de-

parted for their country by another way.” One expla-

nation is given in the gospel. That is – they had been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod. But, I read 

in a reflection recently on this topic that “maybe” we 

could consider another reason. That is, that after 

their experience of meeting the Christ child they 

were forever changed, and so, could not go back the 

same way that they came, because they were no 

longer the same men they were before. 

     So, as we celebrate this feast, and our own ex-

perience of the meeting the Christ child, we might 

ask ourselves, how are our lives different because of 

this experience of God’s manifestation – Emmanuel 

– GOD WITH US? And can we ever be the same? 

Or do we, like those magi need to walk a different 

road than before? 

     Have a great week. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2_5aHz-3JAhUBFj4KHXWlCNwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.intothedeepblog.net%2F2015%2F01%2Fepiphany-where-is-newborn-king-of-jews.html&psig=AFQjCNGI71yxVxSQ8ERTN29yjV
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to LOVE as  

GOD LOVES 

 

By Amanda Weickert 

When I was originally reflecting on what I wanted to 

include in this column I thought that it would be 

wonderful to incorporate excerpts from the Pope’s 

writings.  My hope was that these thoughts from a 

trusted and loved Catholic authority would prompt 

new insights into who we are striving to become as 

Catholics and offer encouragement as we seek to love 

as God loves. 

     Over the last several months we have been reading 

Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation Evangelii 

Gaudium which translates to The Joy of the Gospel.  

Francis reflects on how the Christian life is a 

transformative encounter with a person, Christ, from 

whom we receive “the love which restores meaning to 

our lives.”  From Christ we are so filled with God’s 

love that we cannot fail to share this love with others!   

     As a parish community we are always seeking to 

live out St. John’s mission: “We love God. We love 

others. We make disciples.”  This mission is 

certainly easier said than done!  Pope Francis 

beautifully clarifies that our own personal relationship 

with God is the source of strength and love for all our 

evangelization and ministry.  Through friendship with 

God and a growing encounter with God’s love in our 

own lives we become truer witnesses of God’s love to 

others and increasingly free to give generously of 

ourselves.   

     We do not grow in God’s love alone; rather, the 

Church has always emphasized the importance of 

journeying together in mutual charity and support.  

One way of growing within a community is to 

participate in a small faith sharing group.  Whether 

they are very informal or based on a book or topic 

(such as one of the programs available through 

FORMED) these domestic churches are often very 

helpful for those seeking to grow in their love of God 

and neighbor.  I encourage you to discern whether 

God is calling you to participate in a small faith 

sharing community. Please feel free to contact me 

with any questions and ideas! 
   

Lord, how do I need to transform my life so that 

loving you and sharing this love with my neighbors 

defines who I am as a Christian and as a 

parishioner?   How are you calling me to relate 

with my brothers and sisters in the Church?  

Please help me, like the Magi, offer all  my gifts to 

you and serve you freely with my whole life.  Amen. 

 

     

The JOY of the GOSPEL 

“Being a Christian is not the result 

of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, 

but the encounter with an event, a 

person, which gives life a new 

horizon and a decisive direction.’    

Thanks solely to this encounter – 

or renewed encounter – with 

God’s love, which blossoms into an enriching 

friendship, we are liberated from our narrowness and 

self-absorption. We become fully human when we become 

more than human, when we let God bring us beyond 

ourselves in order to attain the fullest truth of our being. 

Here we find the source and inspiration of all our efforts at 

evangelization. For if we have received the love which 

restores meaning to our lives, how can we fail to share that 

love with others?” 
 

 Amanda Weickert                     
 

aweickert@stjohnsdr.org 
 

 

It would be my joy to meet with you and discuss our 

beautiful faith!  Please feel free to call or schedule an 

appointment any time! 
___________________________________________ 

Volunteer Needed 

     Would you like to help out with our weekly 

SEEDS preschool program which runs during the 11 

am Sunday Mass?  We need a volunteer to help 

during this program which teaches 3-4 year olds 

about our Catholic faith and shares with them the 

weekly gospel.  Our lead teacher, Sarah Roettker, 

does a wonderful job leading this program and needs 

a helper beginning this January. 

     If you are over 18 and VIRTUS compliant please 

contact me to volunteer!  There is a possibility that 

multiple volunteers could share this position and trade 

off weeks.  The program cannot run without a second 

adult each week so please consider planting seeds of 

faith with our 3-4 year olds!  
 

FORMED 

 Our parish recently invested in FORMED, a 

website which provides online access to many rich 

resources about our faith.  To access these resources 

go to formed.org and enter our parish code ZCME4D 

in order to set up a personal account. Please contact 

me if you are interested in a small faith sharing group 

or other faith formation opportunity based on these 

resources!  

 

Office of Christian Formation 
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Youth Ministry 
 

Last month, many of our youth came out to assist with Breakfast in Bethlehem. This was a great morning of 

prayer/fellowship for the parish and the youth always look forward to this day. We had grade school kids, 

junior high students, high school students, and young adults all pitching in on this day to bring Christ to others. 

They helped serve food and do arts and crafts with the kids all while having a smile on their faces! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior High Ministry 

 
Just a reminder to all our Eighth Grade students 

 that the next Confirmation Prep meeting will be  

held on Thursday, January 14 at 7:00 PM in the  

Gathering Space.  We continue to ask all our  

parishioners to pray for these students as they  

prepare for this Sacrament. 
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CATHOLICS COME HOME 
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What is  L i turgy?  

voices and hands, 

our arms and feet, 

our ears and hearts 

to make the signs 

Jesus uses to give 

himself to the Father 

and to the world.  

     The liturgy trans-

forms us. We be-

come what we eat, 

the body and blood 

of Christ so that after 

we celebrate and ex-

perience the forgive-

ness and mercy of 

God, we can be signs 

of that forgiveness 

and mercy to the world; 

so that after we celebrate 

and experience the 

strength and healing of 

the Spirit, we can be 

signs of that strength and 

healing to the world.  

Our liturgy does not 

stop with the deacon’s 

command, “Go in 

peace.”  Our liturgy is 

really just beginning! 

  

the Lord poured 

forth his Spirit. 

Through the Spirit 

and in the Spirit we 

are the Body of 

Christ. We are his 

hands and arms, his 

legs and heart. In the 

liturgy Jesus uses 

our human signs so 

that God may meet 

his people.  

     At each celebra-

tion of the liturgy 

Jesus leads us. It is 

Jesus who offers us 

his body and blood. 

It is Jesus who 

anoints and touches, 

who forgives and 

heals, who unites 

husband and wife. 

As he needed a body 

to do all this 2000 

years ago, so he 

needs a body to do it 

today—the  Body of 

Christ. We use our 

G 
od wants to 

be with us 

not at the 

end of the world, but 

right now, because 

God can’t wait until 

the world ends.  One 

of the principal ways 

that God meets us is 

in the liturgy. The 

definition above re-

minds us that above 

everything else the 

liturgy is about indi-

viduals and the com-

munity meeting God.  

     This meeting hap-

pens in Christ. The 

Son of God became 

flesh so that the in-

visible God could 

touch and cry, laugh 

and walk with us. It 

was through these 

human actions that 

God met his people. 

After the resurrec-

tion and ascension 

Special points of 

interest: 
 God wants to be with us 

now! 

 God meets us in Christ 

who became flesh so 

that God can touch us 

 The liturgy transforms 

us into the Body of 

Christ 

 We become the signs of 

Christ’s presence and 

action in the world 

 Our liturgy does not 

stop with the deacon’s 

dismissal—it really 

begins. 

Last Week:  Liturgy celebrates who we are: the Body of Christ for joy of the 
world. 

What is  Litur g y?  

Liturgy is a personal meeting , under the veil of  holy 

signs, of  God with his Church and with the total per-

son of  each one of  her members, in and through 

Christ and in the unity of  the Holy Spirit.  

Part  Three:   A Def in i t ion of  L i turgy  

Gathered in Christ, the 
assembly shows itself 
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