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Saturday, January 23, 4:30 PM Mass 

Servers: A. Threm, L. Lewis, L. Lewis 

Lectors:  Jack O’Brien, Mike Fritz 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Nancy Schuster, Patrick 

Bissmeyer, Joe Siefert, Annette Arszman, Dan 

Middendorf, Diane Henschen 

Sunday, January 24, 8:30 AM Mass 

Servers:  R. Severt, M. Karwisch, D. Karwisch 

Lectors:  Bob Richter, Roger Smallwood 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Candy Moore, Keith 

Young, Claire Sillies, Heather Gabriel, Bill Kist, 

Lynn Kist 

Sunday, January 24, 11:00 AM Mass 

Servers: J. Stidham, L. Stidham, J. Stidham 

Lectors: Jeanne Kreimer, Karen Brutz 

Eucharistic Ministers: Renee Gilmore, Candisse 

Fejer, Matthew Fejer, Andrea Neff, Michelle Burke, 

Taylor Greene, Madeline Lees, Michelle Zerhusen, 

Machell Kroner, Begona Naciff 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

 

Monday, January 18 
 

     8:30 a.m. Louis Sunderhaus/Julia Belden 

Tuesday, January 19 
 

     8:30 a.m. For the Residents 

Wednesday, January 20 
 

     8:30 a.m. Alice Walsh/Rita & Dave Ball 

Thursday, January 21 
 

     8:30 a.m. Sandra Drain/Bob & Marilyn Zerhusen 

Friday, January 22 
 

     8:30 a.m. Glen Rieman/Elizabeth 

Saturday, January 23 
 

    4:30 PM   Ed Wolterman/Rose Putnick 

Sunday, January 24 
 

    8:30 a.m. Jim Franxman/Sandy 

  11:00 a.m. Connie Workman/Jean Purtell 
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PREPARE TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

Readings for January 24, 2016 
 

Nehemiah 8:2-6. 8-10 

     Ezra the priest reads and explains the Law to the 

people, assuring them that “the joy of the Lord is your 

stronghold”.  

 

1 Corinthians 12:12-30 

      Just as the body is one, though it has many 

members, so too is Christ. Each member has need of 

the others with their particular gifts.  

 

Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21  

     Luke introduces his Gospel and then records Jesus’ 

initial teaching at Nazareth, a summary of his entire 

ministry. 

 

We extend our sincerest sympathy  

to the family and friends of  
 

Rosemary Beischel 
 

May God give them strength during 

this  difficult time. 

STEWARDSHIP 

“To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is 

given for some benefit.” (1 Corinthians 12:7) 

St. Paul tells us that God has blessed each of us for a 

reason. How has God blessed you? Are you using your 

gifts according to God’s plan; helping to do His work 

here on earth? Remember that if you don’t do the work 

God planned for you, no one else can do it.   
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GRIEF SUPPORT 
 
Reminder: the Grief Support 

Group will meet on Monday, 

January 25 at Corpus Christi, in the 

Chapel, located in the Parish Center 

Building.  It will begin at 7:00 pm and 

end at 8:30 pm.  If you are grieving, 

please join us.  

Dinner for Pastoral Council  
For the months of March, April, May 

and June, we are inviting parish families 

to help us provide dinner for Pastoral 

Council.  Council meets on the 2nd 

Monday of each month and many members come 

straight from work.  To show our appreciation for 

their commitment , we would like to provide the 

Council (12 members) with a "light dinner" at the 

start of their meeting (example of light dinner would 

be lunch meat sandwiches and chips). If you are 

interested in sponsoring a dinner one or more of 

these months, or if you have questions, please 

contact Terri Reder in the Parish Office at 385-8010.  

Thank you. 

Attention all Foresters. 

Just a reminder that meetings 

are held on the 3rd 

Wednesday of the Month.  

The next meeting is 

scheduled for Wednesday, 

January 20 the School’s 

Library. 

Monday, January 18 

Martin Luther King Day, Parish Office Closed 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

Adoration, 9:15 a.m., Chapel 

Monday Martha’s Group, 9:30 a.m. 

Rosary, 7:00 p.m., Chapel 
 

Tuesday, January 19 
Mass, 8:30 a.m., Northgate Atria 

Young Adult Group, 7:00 p.m., POMR #2 
 

Wednesday, January 20 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

First Communion Formation Session, 6:39 p.m. 
 

Thursday,  January 21 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

Joseph’s Group, 9:00 a.m., POMR #2 

Shopping Cent$, 9:00 a.m., POMR#1 

Thursday’s Martha’s Group, 3:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, January 22 

All School Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 
 

Saturday, January 23 

Reconciliation, 2:30 PM, Reconciliation Chapel 

Mass, 4:30 PM 
 

Sunday, January 24 

Mass, 8:30 AM 

Mass, 11:00 AM 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH  

Parish Library Spot 
In the book Francis Man of Prayer, 

Mario Escobar gives us insight into 

the life and training of Jorge Mario 

Bergolio – Pope Francis.  Escobar 

traces Pope Francis’s life from birth 

to his rise as one of the most powerful 

and influential  man on the 

planet.  Pope Francis is a man of 

prayer and a man of action.  He is also a humble 

man who has always promoted others over himself. 

Borrow the book and learn much more about him! 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
There is still great need for volunteer leaders and 

helpers for the children’s liturgy during our weekend 

Masses.  The requirement is for one Mass per month 

and can be for the Mass you normally attend.  Please 

contact Deacon Ken at 385-8010 for more 

information or to sign-up. 

Fair Trade Product Sale - Fair trade coffee, 

tea, cocoa, olive oil, and other 

goodies will be available in the Parish 

Library Room located off the 

Gathering Space after Masses January 

23 & 24. Your purchases support the 

Catholic Relief Services Fair Trade Program. Thank 

You! 

PARISH INFORMATION 
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STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCE TIDBITS BY TERRI  REDER 

SHOPPING CENTS 

DID YOU KNOW the Annual Fund Drive (AFD) is 

underway? If you have not received your letter yet, 

please contact the parish office. To date we have 

collected $45,000 of the $175,000 goal. This money 

will be used to purchase new hymnals and help cover 

operating expenses.  Thanks to everyone who has 

given or pledged to the campaign. If you have not, 

please consider contributing generously to this year’s 

campaign. 
 

DID YOU KNOW that another HVAC unit needs to 

be replaced?  The unit in the Science Room is limping 

along. The cost to replace it is $12,000. This includes 

an additional $3,000 because the refrigeration lines 

for the cafeteria run through the ceiling of this room. 

This cost covers the installation of new duct work and 

equipment to keep the area dehumidified. This keeps 

mold and mildew from forming on the lines and 

ceiling tiles.  We will be splitting this cost with 

school. The AFD will help pay for this unit. 
 

DID YOU KNOW that I promise to bring some good 

news to you? With the start of the LED lighting 

installation, we are already seeing savings of $1,000 

each month on our electric bills. Can’t wait to see 

what we save when all the lights are converted. We 

continue to look for cost savings, no matter how small 

or big. If you have any ideas, please let us know. 
 

DID YOU KNOW we are looking for folks to 

volunteer at Mass to bring up the gifts? What a great 

way to celebrate Mass with your family. Tell an usher 

or greeter when you arrive at Mass that you would 

like to bring the gifts up at the Preparation of the 

Gifts. 
 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY….If you don’t know 

what you are doing, pray to the Father. He loves to 

help. You’ll get his help. Ask boldly, believingly, 

without a second thought. 

Many people make resolutions for the New Year.  We 

have an easy one for you.  Make Shopping Cent$ a 

part of your everyday routine.  We all need gas for our 

cars, we have a card for that.  We all need food, we 

have a card for that.  Stop by before and after each 

Mass or on Thursday mornings in the Parish Office 

meeting room (located in the basement)  to pick up 

your cards.  Remember, Shopping Cent$ does not cost 

you anything more.  It only changes the way you pay 

for the everyday items we all need.   

 

We now only need one volunteer for the 4:30 mass 

shift on the 3rd Saturdays of the month starting this 

month.  If you attend 4:30 Mass – even if it is 

occasionally – please consider joining the program. 

Please either leave a message on the Shopping Cent$ 

hotline (699-6960 ext. 240) or email Linda Threm at 

lthrem01@gmail.com.  It’s a great way to get involved 

and get to know other parishioners.  

2016 Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA)    
This weekend we will be listening to an audio message from Archbishop Schnurr explaining how our support 

each year of the Catholic Ministries Appeal is part of our commitment to our faith, and asking every Catholic 

household to make a pledge. Thanks to the generosity of many families here at St. John the Baptist, a total of 

$24,013 was contributed to the 2015 CMA from our parish community, to help local ministries. This year, our 

goal is $33,414. Every registered parish household should receive a CMA mailing from Archbishop Schnurr. 

Please prayerfully complete your pledge card and return it in the envelope provided, or bring your completed 

pledge card sealed in its return envelope to Mass.  Your participation is vital to reaching our parish goal. For 

more information, please visit CatholicAppeal.info. Thank you! 

 Adult Collection (includes 

Electronic Donations) 

Children Collection 

$ 

 

$ 

12,672.89 

 

1.85 

 Debt Reduction 

Solemnity of Mary 

First Offering 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Religious Retirement 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

50.00 

30.00 

58.00 

127.00 

6.00 

 
This Year to Date 

Last Year to Date 

Comparison to Last Year 

$ 

$ 

$ 

422,562.83 

418,586.23 

3,976.60 

 
Adult Envelopes 

Children Envelopes 

Electronic Donators 

Thank You! 

 265 

2 

59 

JANUARY 10, 2016 COLLECTION REPORT 



SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

4  

 

MUSICIAN’S NOTES  
BY DOUG SCHMUTTE 

W 
ell, as I wrote last week, we now find 

ourselves with a very brief respite 

between the end of the Christmas 

Season and the beginning of Lent. In 

fact, we only have four Sundays of Ordinary Time 

(including today) until Ash Wednesday. 

     But, now that we have this brief respite, I would 

just like to invite again all who may have thought 

about becoming part of St. John’s Music Ministry, to 

consider joining our wonderful group of musicians 

and singers who lead us in song each weekend. 

     We continue to grow steadily, but are always 

ready to welcome new members. Just in the past 

several months we have been joined by Harriett 

Doyle, Debbie Zeisler, Shelly Meyer, and Tony 

Bierman. 

      And I am extremely happy to announce that very 

shortly we are going to have another addition to our 

music ministry family – Megan Zerhusen. The 

reason I am very excited about this addition is 

because Megan brings a wonderful freshness to our 

group. The very wonderful thing about Megan is that 

she is not 40, or even 30. She is not even 20!! And 

she came to us, as opposed to me reaching out to 

her. It is wonderful to have such an addition to our 

group. I hope that younger people, seeing Megan, 

will understand that we can ALL sing together and 

raise our voices in thanks and praise to God, both 

young and old alike. 

     As I have stated before, we are always looking 

for new members in music ministry. And, hopefully 

I have stated, and truly mean, that ALL ARE 

WELCOME! I have made a special call for the 

younger members of our parish to consider 

becoming part of our group. What a wonderful 

witness to our 

parish to have 

both adults and 

young adults 

standing side by 

side singing 

God’s praises. 

     Our main 

goal, just as in 

all of our other 

liturgical ministries (lector, extraordinary minister of 

the Eucharist, usher, greeter) is to encompass the 

entire spectrum of our entire parish community 

within each ministry. 

     So, if you’ve ever considered becoming part of 

St. John’s music ministry, there is no better time 

than the present.      We rehearse weekly from 7:00 

p.m. until around 8:15 in the Church every 

Thursday. I know everyone has very busy schedules 

and cannot make every Thursday. Please do not let 

that stand in your way. Of course rehearsal is a 

necessary thing, but I am willing to work around 

your schedules to help you become a part of our 

ministry. And, as I have written, we are a very 

flexible group. Because we sing the same hymns at 

each of our Masses, whatever Mass fits your 

schedule on a given weekend can work. So, for 

example, if one weekend the kids have sports on 

Saturday, but you normally sing at 4:30, you are 

more than welcome to come and sing on Sunday 

morning. 

     Thanks again for the consideration, and 

remember: 

ALL ARE WELCOME!! 

 

Week by Week Through the  Year  of  Mercy  

M ary, whom Catholic tradition names “Mother of 

Mercy,” at Cana intercedes with her Son to show 

mercy toward the bridal couple: “Son, they have no wine.” 

But he does more! Jesus’ transformation of water into wine is 

a “sign” (John’s term for “miracle”) that God’s marriage with 

the whole human race has begun in Jesus’ person and 

ministry, a marriage that will be consummated on the cross: 

“It is finished”—we are saved! But before Jesus acts, Mary 

instructs the servers to prepare the way for Jesus’ miracle of 

mercy: “Do whatever he tells you.” During this Jubilee Year 

of Mercy, Mother Church, like 

Mother Mary, instructs us to share 

the Spirit’s manifold gifts—some of 

which Paul lists in today’s second 

reading—in generous service to the 

human family. Thus we prepare the 
way for Jesus’ new miracles of 

mercy, transforming life’s sometimes 

stagnant water into the refreshing 

wine of God’s mercy. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
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to LOVE as  

GOD LOVES 

The JOY of the GOSPEL 

“The Gospel offers us the 

chance to live life on a higher 

plane, but with no less intensity: 

“Life grows by being given 

away, and it weakens in 

isolation and comfort. Indeed, 

those who enjoy life most are those who leave security 

on the shore and become excited by the mission of 

communicating life to others”.[4] When the Church 

summons Christians to take up the task of 

evangelization, she is simply pointing to the source of 

authentic personal fulfilment. For “here we discover a 

profound law of reality: that life is attained and 

matures in the measure that it is offered up in order to 

give life to others. This is certainly what mission 

means”.  This is the first section of paragraph 10 of Pope 

Francis’ apostolic exhortation “Evangelii Gaudium.”   

 Amanda Weickert                     
 

aweickert@stjohnsdr.org 
 

 

It would be my joy to meet with you and discuss our 

beautiful faith!  Please feel free to call or schedule an 

appointment any time!  
 

SEEDS Preschool Program Volunteer Needed! 
     We DESPERATELY need a volunteer during the 11 

am Sunday Mass to assist our lead teacher for our 

SEEDs program.  This program teaches 3-4 year olds 

about our Catholic faith and shares with them the weekly 

gospel.  If you are over 18 and VIRTUS compliant 

please contact me to volunteer!  Multiple volunteers 

could share this position and trade off weeks.  The 

program cannot run without a second adult each 

week!  Please consider planting seeds of faith with our 3-

4 year olds.  Thank you! 

 

FORMED SPOTLIGHT 
     Our parish recently invested in FORMED, a website 

which provides online access to many rich resources to 

help us grow in our faith.  We are forming small faith 

sharing groups based on some materials available 

through FORMED on topics such as marriage, the 

Eucharist, or Saint John Paul II, or anything you are 

interested in.  Please contact me if you are interested in 

joining a small faith sharing group or other faith 

formation opportunity based on these resources!     If you 

would like to access these resources online go to 

formed.org and enter our parish code ZCME4D in order 

to set up a personal account.  

 

Office of Christian Formation 

By Amanda Weickert 
 

     Each week we pray the Our Father together as a 

community.  In this beautiful prayer Jesus teaches us 

how to grow in our relationship with the Father and 

ask for the graces we need to live lives of radical 

freedom and love.  Let us take a moment to pray the 

Our Father now, listening attentively to what we are 

really asking God for through this prayer. 

 

     I yearn for the freedom I would experience if I 

truly meant every word of the Our Father each time I 

prayed it.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful to trust God 

enough that we never worried about even our daily 

needs and were free from fear about the future?   I 

would be  a much more joyful person if I trusted God 

this implicitly. (And I would save a significant 

amount of time I currently spend worrying or 

‘planning’ for the future!)   

 

     This is not to say that we should not be attentive to 

our own needs and the needs of our families and 

neighbors.  Self-knowledge and compassion are 

beautiful graces that help us to be truly loving.  But 

we also must recognize that even our most well-meant 

plans are not guaranteed and that only God can 

provide for all of one’s needs without fail.  We are 

invited by Christ in the very first words of this prayer 

to relate to God intimately as our own father and to 

live in the freedom that comes from entrusting him 

with every aspect of our lives.  Our Father will 

provide for us out of love beyond our imagination and 

through the whole of His creation! When we, as 

Christians, ask God to provide our daily bread we 

should mean it!    

 

     Our Father, worthy of all trust, help us to be 

open to your word in our hearts so that we have 

the strength and freedom to listen and respond 

whenever you call us.  Help us to be your hands in 

our world for all your children, particularly those 

who feel alone or unsupported.  Grant us the grace 

to respond with generous love and fearless trust to 

all those we encounter, recognizing that as you are 

our father, you are their father as well.  Amen.   
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High School Ministry 
 

This Sunday, our high school youth continue on being 

“CHOSEN”. Please continue to pray for our high 

school youth as they begin this journey of drawing 

closer to Christ and learning more about themselves. 

We will meet again on Sunday, Jan. 17 at 7pm in the 

Youth Ministry room. If you are in high school and 

interested in joining us, please contact Rod Dunlap at 

rdunlap@st.johnsdr.org or 614-1789.  

Junior High Ministry 
 

This past week, our 8th graders gathered for a night 

of Confirmation Prep work. They continue to work 

hard at preparing for Confirmation. This preparation 

continues here in a couple of weeks as they will 

attend a Sponsor-candidate pot luck dinner. On this 

night they will have a chance to talk one-on-one with 

their sponsor and learn more about their faith 

experience.  

Young Adult Ministry 
 

This past Tuesday, our young adults gathered for a 

night of gospel reflection, awesome conversation, 

and great fellowship. The group meets at 7:00 pm 

every Tuesday night and they are all excited for this 

upcoming 2016 Year of Mercy! If you are interested 

in joining our Young Adult Group here at St. John’s, 

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  R o d  D u n l a p  a t 

rdunlap@stjohnsdr.org.  

Junior High Ministry 
 

Also this weekend, we have some of our junior high 

youth attending an Archdiocesan retreat. Please 

continue to pray for the junior high youth of our 

parish that their hearts be open to the Lord’s calling! 
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What is  Li turgy?  

Part Five: Conclusions: Some General 

Special points of 

interest: 
 Liturgy is never perfect. 

 Liturgy does not always 

have to be different. 

 Liturgy is prayer. 

 Liturgy is a celebration 

of the mystery of life. 

 Liturgy is service. 

Last Week:  The liturgy teaches us how to use the goods of the earth. It transforms 
us so that the Church and the world might be transformed. 

General Principle #1: Liturgy is never perfect. 

     The liturgy we celebrate will never be adequate to the mystery it 

contains. More often than not, our liturgical celebrations will speak not 

only of the wonders of God, but of the brokenness and limitations of us 

who celebrate. Too easily we get caught in a critical attitude and then 

become angry and frustrated at the “stupidity” of our brothers and sis-

ters in Christ, even to the point that we cease to give ourselves over to 

the prayer of the liturgy. The only way out of that is to allow the Spirit 

of God to convert our indignation into compassion. We continue to 

strive to give our best, but we recognize that at the heart of our liturgy 

stands the one who emptied himself for our sakes. 

 

General Principle #2: Liturgy does not always have to be different. 

     Liturgy is ritual, not entertainment. It is meant to form us, not to 

have us on the edge of our seats. The liturgy keeps bringing us back to 

old words until we understand them and to old signs until we begin to 

see what they mean.  

 

General Principle #3: Liturgy is prayer. 

     Liturgy involves prayerful togetherness, prayerful hearing of the 

Word, prayerful concern for the larger world, prayerful acknowledge-

ment of the works of God, prayerful acceptance of God’s gifts, and 

prayerful acceptance of his commission to go and serve his Kingdom in 

our lives. 

 

General Principle #4: Liturgy is a celebration of the mystery of life. 

     Liturgy is not so much a celebration of life-as-we-know-it as it is a 

celebration of the mystery of life we hardly suspect. While it uses the 

stuff of everyday life—word and song, movement and food, meeting 

and touching, candles and flowers, tables and chairs—it uses them all 

with a sense of the holiness of these things. This holiness is derived not 

so much from their presence in a sacred place as from a recognition of 

the sacred presence which pervades all places. 

 

General Principle #5: Liturgy is service. 

     “Service” refers both to our service of God and God’s service of us. 

Both senses come together in our service of one another, for it is God 

who serves and is served in the mutual care we show one another.  
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