
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST                                                                                 5/01/2016 

1 

We extend our sincerest sympathy  

to the family and friends of  
 

Donald “Butch” Arszman 

Louis Burwinkel 
 

 

    May God give them strength during this  

difficult time. 

Saturday, May 7, 4:30 PM Mass 

Servers:  A. Toelke, L. Lewis, L. Lewis 

Lectors:  JoEllen Sunderhaus, Mike Fritz 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Tom Sunderhaus, Philip 

Bissmeyer, Mary Ann Lennon, Lynn Cracchiolo, Sue 

Hines, Frank Sunderhaus 

Sunday, May 8, 8:30 AM Mass 

Servers:  R. Severt, G. Vidourek, I. Tonne 

Lectors:  Mary Ann Bowling, Betty Dirr 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Matthew Fay, Claire Sillies, 

Sophie Betsch, Dale Bosse, Carolyn Engel, Bob Engel 

Sunday, May 8, 11:00 AM Mass 

Servers:  B. Jung, Z. Bernecker, D. Eddings 

Lectors:  Nisrene Langenbrunner, Mary Ellen Moeller 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Matthew Fejer, Candisse 

Fejer, Renee Gilmore, David Benkert, Erin Siemer, 

Jessica Brockman, Michael Langenbrunner, Mike 

Burke, Joyce Behrmann, Caroline Middendorf 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS 

 

Monday, May 2 
 

     8:30 a.m. William Spaeth/Mark & Michelle   

             Zerhusen 

Tuesday,  May 3 
 

     8:30 a.m. For the Residents 
 

Wednesday, May 4 
 

   8:30 a.m.   Joan Rumpke/Mildred Minges 

Thursday, May 5 
 

     8:30 a.m. Ann Flesch/Lois & Cliff Kist 
 

Friday, May 6 
 

     8:30 a.m. Raymond Dickerson/Bob & Colleen  

              Haun 
 

Saturday, May 7 
 

    4:30 PM   For all living and deceased Mothers 
 

Sunday, May 8 
 

    8:30 a.m.  For all living and deceased Mothers 

  11:00 a.m.  For all living and deceased Mothers 
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PREPARE TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

Readings for May 8, 2016  

Ascension of the Lord 

 

Acts 1:1-11 

     Jesus ascends into heaven. 

 

Ephesians 1:17-23  
      Paul prays that the Christians in Ephesus may 

receive the Holy Spirit. 

 

Luke 24:46-53 
      Jesus promised his disciples that he would send 

the Holy Spirit who would empower them to spread 

the Good News of his resurrection. 

 
 

Wedding Banns 
 

I Lindsey Harris & Alex Uphus 
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Monday, May 2 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

Adoration, 9:15 a.m., Chapel 

Monday Martha’s Group, 9:30 a.m. 

Rosary, 7:00 p.m., Chapel 
 

Tuesday, May 3 
Mass, 8:30 a.m., Northgate Atria 

Young Adult Group, 7:00 p.m., POMR #2 
 

Wednesday, May 4 

All School Mass, 8:30 a.m., Church 

 

Thursday,  May 5 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel 

Garden Group, 9:15 a.m., Outside Church 

Joseph’s Group, 9:00 a.m., POMR #2 

Shopping Cent$, 9:00 a.m., POMR#1 

Thursday Martha’s Group, 3:30 p.m., Gathering Space 
 

Friday, May 6 

Mass, 8:30 a.m., Chapel  
 

Saturday, May 7 

Reconciliation, 2:30 p.m., Reconciliation Chapel 

Mass, 4:30 p.m.  
 

Sunday, May 8 

Mass, 8:30 a.m.  

Mass, 11:00 a.m.  

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH  

Parish Library Spot 
We have several books about and by 

Thomas Merton.  The Seven Storey 

Mountain is a unique spiritual 

autobiography that sold hundreds of 

thousands of copies when it was first 

published.  It quickly became a classic for 

Catholics and non-Catholics alike. The 

Intimate Merton:  His Life from His Journals edited by 

Patrick Hart and Jonathan Montaldo is a diary-like memoir, 

composed of Merton’s most poignant and insightful journal 

entries.  It extends the story made famous in The Seven 

Storey Mountain by revealing Merton’s own accounts of 

his major challenges later in his life.  These include his 

confrontations with monastic and church hierarchies, his 

interaction with religious traditions east and west, 

etc.  Thomas Merton:  Monk and Poet – A Critical Study 

by George Woodcock gives us a look at Merton as a man 

of contradictory impulses.  In the mature Merton one can 

see a trio of beings existing – the priest who carried on the 

monastic and priestly duties, the nameless hermit who had 

gone into the desert of contemplation and the creative 

writer whom the wider world knew.  Check it out! 

PARISH INFORMATION 

COLERAIN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
Did you know that the 

exchanges at I-275/

Colerain and Colerain/

Ronald Regan Highway 

are meticulously cared 

for by volunteers from 

T h e  C o l e r a i n 

Community Association 

(CCA)?  Several of the volunteers, who work on the 

litter pick-up and caretaking for those areas are 

parishioners of our parish. Volunteers meet once a 

month on Saturday morning’s beginning at 8:00 a.m. to 

pick-up litter, take care of the beds, etc. (takes about 

one hour per month for this work). The CCA is 

searching for additional volunteers to continue this 

important work. Please consider volunteering with 

CCA as we continue to work diligently for the 

beautification of our community. If interested, please 

contact George Isfort, Present of CCA at  (513) 385-

1511. Thank you in advance for your consideration of 

this important endeavor. 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 
Our Pastoral Area Food Pantry will be 

participating in the 13th Annual Freestore 

Foodbank Hunger Walk and 5K Run on 

Monday, May 30.  Lace up your shoes and join us at 

9:00 a.m. for the start of this year’s race/walk.  The 

race begins near Paul Brown Stadium, goes over the 

Ohio River and ends at Smale Riverfront Park (detailed 

map is on line).  To register or make a tax deductible 

donation in support of our team, log into 

Freestorefoodbank.org.  Select donation to the Hunger 

Walk.  Our team name is “Corpus Christi Food Pantry” 

and our team captain is Phil Arnold.  All donations 

made to our Team will be put into our fund at the 

Freestore Foodbank to purchase food items throughout 

the year.   

If we love, we know the presence of God. Take 

time to be aware of God’s loving presence. Be 

open to the Holy Spirit. 
 

—John 14:23-29 



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
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Annual Boy Scouts Blood Drive 
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STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCE TERRI’S TIDBITS  

SHOPPING CENTS 

DID YOU KNOW THAT our computer was hit by 

ransomware? It is a malicious attack on your 

computer that disables your software. Within 3 

seconds, 6,800 files were attacked.  The sender asks 

for money, a ransom, to give you a code to disable the 

virus. NO we did not pay any ransom money. John 

Lierer came to the rescue. He was able to clean and 

restore all our data and programs. Thanks John! 

 

DID YOU KNOW THAT the Garden Group was 

given a generous donation by parishioner Cathy 

Mersch? They will be working on the gardens around 

Church throughout May and the summer. If you are 

interested in helping, please contact Carolyn at 741-

7406 or Mary Ann at 874-3749. Every extra set of 

hands is a welcome gift. 

 

DID YOU KNOW THAT 193 families have pledged 

$131,893 toward our goal $150,000 for the AFD? We 

have collected $122,698 so far. Thank you to 

everyone for your generosity. No amount is too small. 

Because consider giving. If you have any questions, 

please call the Parish Office. 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP FOR THE WEEK 
 

“…do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.”  

 

             —JOHN 14:27 
 

Our limited human understanding cannot begin to 

understand the immense power of God.  Instead of 

trusting in God, we think we can control every 

outcome.  Do you want to make God laugh?  Tell Him 

your plans.  The next time worry, anxiety or fear 

creeps in, thank God for all He has given you and 

trust He has a better plan for you. 

Shopping Cent$ carries many gift cards for the Moms 

in your life.  Pick up Bath & Body Works, Kohl's, 

Macy's, JC Penny or Dicks Sporting Goods gift 

cards.  Moms love flowers.  Use Lowes or Home 

Depot gift cards to purchase flower containers or 

hanging baskets. Wouldn’t your Mom or wife enjoy a 

nice dinner out?  Shopping Cent$ carries lots of great 

restaurant gif cards.  Stock up on Shopping Cent$ gift 

cards for Mother’s Day on May 8.  

  

We still need one more new face to join our team.  It 

only takes less than hour per month.  We have one 

openings before and after 4:30 Mass on third Saturday 

of the month.  Please call the hotline (699-6960 ext. 

240) if you can help out! 

 Adult Collection (includes 

Electronic Donations) 

Children Collection 

$ 

 

$ 

13,036.23 

 

2.50 

 Debt Reduction 

Easter 

Catholic Relief Services 

St. Vincent de Paul 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

 

60.00 

10.00 

20.00 

25.00 

 
This Year to Date 

Last Year to Date 

Comparison to Last Year 

$ 

$ 

$ 

627,156.01 

622,592.66 

4,563.35 

 
Adult Envelopes 

Children Envelopes 

Electronic Donators 

Thank You! 

 235 

3 

54 

APRIL 24, 2016 COLLECTION REPORT 
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MUSICIAN’S NOTES  

I n formal documents, presentations, and homilies 

outlining the purpose of this Jubilee Year of Mercy, 

Pope Francis explains that compassion and 

understanding for those in difficult situations is not only 

our individual responsibility, but something the whole 

Church officially needs to manifest. Today’s Acts of the 

Apostles reading presents a moving example of the 

early church doing precisely that. Prayerful openness to 

the Holy Spirit assures the assembly that they have not 

acted alone in discerning the correct resolution: “It is 

the decision of the Holy Spirit and of us.” And they 

Therefore, some of the 

music I had planned 

several months ago for 

this weekend no longer 

made the best choice for 

our parish. So, this 

weekend we sang the 

same communion hymn 

we did last week entitled 

“Ubi Caritas.” In 

retrospect, I am very glad it worked out this way, 

because not only is it a very fine hymn, but also a 

very new hymn to our parish.  

     My focus has been on Confirmation for all three 

parishes of our Pastoral Area and ensuring that the 

Mass at the Cathedral (this past Thursday) was the 

most worthy celebration we could have as a Pastoral 

Area. Actually that is very fitting in light of the 

words of Jesus which we heard this Sunday: “I have 

told you this while I am with you. The Advocate, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 

will teach you everything, and remind you all that I 

told you.” 

          Yes, it’s been about a year for these notes, and 

I have enjoyed sharing all aspects of what I do both 

here at St. John’s and on the Pastoral Area level in 

my role of both music director and liturgical 

coordinator of all liturgies we celebrate. May we all 

remember not only this week, but at all that times, 

the familiar refrain of psalm 104, “Lord send out 

your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.” May 

the Holy Spirit, not only renew all of our hearts, but 

especially those in our Pastoral Area who were 

confirmed this past Thursday. 

     Have a great week!!! 

C 
an believe it’s been just about a year since 

I began this page in the bulletin? Yes, 

time flies. And I’ve had a great time 

writing each week about different aspects 

of both music and liturgy in our Masses at St. John 

the Baptist.  

     You may have noticed I have recently made 

small changes to our seasonal Mass booklet during 

our Masses. There are a couple of reasons for this. 

First, I usually plan our Masses about four months in 

advance of the actual dates of those Masses. For 

example, I just finished, and, now on the way to the 

printer, is the “Early Summer Ordinary Time” Mass 

booklet which goes through the end of July. So 

when I plan, I plan several months in advance. 

     Secondly, the arrival of our new hymnals has 

made some choices I made a few months ago, not 

seem to be as “wise” as they seemed at the time I 

made then. I plan several months of Masses long 

before the season arrives. I wasn’t quite sure when 

we would actually have our new hymnals in our 

pews and what would be the best choices for us. I 

went with my gut feeling at the time. Well...as 

always that thing called “everyday life” sometimes 

gets in the way. In the time we’ve had our new 

hymnals in our pew and the reality of what is in our 

booklet, have become two different “realities.” This 

is a very busy season not only in our parish, but in 

our Pastoral Area as well. As I am writing this, I am 

in the midst of putting the finishing touches on our 

Pastoral Area celebration of the Sacrament of 

Confirmation, which we celebrated at the Cathedral 

this past Thursday evening with Archbishop 

Schnurr. Due to the celebration of the sacrament we 

didn’t have a choir rehearsal this past week. 

Week by Week Through the  Year  of  Mercy  

have chosen the compassionate response: “not to place 

on you any burden beyond these necessities” (Acts 

15:28). Yet how daringly creative—the Jewish majority 

sets aside lifelong rituals that establish spiritual identity 

and express covenant fidelity. How radically trustful—

the church affirms universally valid principles while 

respecting uniquely local and personal situations. 

Exactly the grace Pope Francis prays this Jubilee Year 

will renew in today’s Church!  

 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
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Office of Christian Formation to LOVE as  

GOD LOVES 
 

By Amanda Weickert 

 
Originally posted on theIntrovertedEvangelist.com 

      

    The last couple of weeks I have been a special 

joy for me as I have gathered together with family 

and friends around the Sacraments.  I have not 

only been blessed to participate in the Mass with 

our First Communicants here at St. John’s but 

have also witnessed the baptism of my niece, a 

cousin’s wedding, and the funeral of a family 

friend.   Each of these special occasions were 

filled with joy, even when tinged with sorrow, as 

families reconnected and gathered together to 

celebrate these special moments in a loved one’s 

life and relationship with God! 

     What is true about these special moments is 

also true about our weekly worship in the Mass.  

We come together as a family - God’s family - 

celebrating with one another, reconnecting with 

others’ lives, sharing in their joys and sorrows.  

We re-center our lives, orienting ourselves around 

Christ as we pray for, encourage, and journey 

with our brothers and sisters.  Each week is a 

special family celebration!   

     My grandfather’s favorite saying about family, 

“pray together, work together, play together”, is 

also a call to us as a parish.  We are called to not 

only attend mass but also celebrate together, 

uniting with both Christ and each other 

par t icu lar ly through the  Euchari s t .  

Evangelization isn’t tricky when we begin to see 

the Mass as a joyful family celebration! 

 

    Celebrate as God’s family-      

          Be an Evangelist! 

 
     Father of the Church, thank you for the gift 

of the Mass, where we come together to 

celebrate Jesus’ saving love for all of us!  Help 

us to have the courage to reach out to others in 

our parish and journey together truly as 

brothers and sisters in Christ.  Amen!   
  

 Amanda Weickert—aweickert@stjohnsdr.org 
 

It would be my joy to meet with you; please feel free to call 

or schedule an appointment any time! 
___________________________________________ 

 

Children’s Faith Formation Programs for 2016-17 

     If you child does not attend a Catholic School now 

is the time to register for a faith formation program for 

the coming year!  We have three great options this 

year, all of which are designed to help children grow 

closer to God through prayer, service, study, and the 

liturgy.  Sign up now for one of these faith formation 

opportunities!  If you have not received information 

and registration forms in the mail or have any 

questions please contact Amanda Weickert at 

aweickert@stjohnsdr.org as soon as possible.  

Registrations due April 30th.   
  

     Summer Religious Education Program 

This summer formation program includes prayer, 

music, study and art!  It will run M-F from 8:30 - 

12:30 June 13 - 24 for children entering grades 1-8. 
  

     Formed in Faith Sunday Program 
Held between the Sunday Masses (9:45-10:45) from 

September to April this program is for students in 

Kindergarten through 8th grade. 
  

     Formed in Faith Home Study Program 

Our most flexible option this program provides 

families with the same materials used in our other faith 

formation options to use at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Save the Date 

     This year our vacation bible school for preschoolers 

through grade four will be held from July 18th through 

the 22nd here at St. John the Baptist.  Please save the 

date on your calendars.  More information will coming 

soon! 
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Young Adult Ministry 
  

The Young Adult Group at St. John’s continues to 

meet on Tuesday nights at 7:00 p.m. in the Youth 

Ministry room. We meet for Gospel reflection, great 

discussion, then fellowship afterwards. If you are in 

your 20’s or 30’s and wish to join us, please contact 

Rod at 513-614-1789 or just show up on Tuesday 

night! 

High School Ministry 
 
 

This Sunday, our high school youth will continue on 

with the CHOSEN program. We meet in the Youth 

Ministry room at 7pm.  The next CHOSEN night is 

Sunday, May 15 at 7pm in the Youth Ministry room. 

This is open to all high school students so please join 

us! For more information contact Rod Dunlap at 513- 

614-1789. 

 

Junior High Ministry 
 

 

This past Thursday night, our confirmation 

candidates received the Sacrament of Confirmation 

down at the Cathedral. This was a beautiful 

ceremony and a great night seeing them receive the 

fullness of the Holy Spirit. Please pray that our 

confirmandi will continue to live out the mission of 

St. John’s in their own lives: Love God, Love 

Others, Make Disciples 
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Pastoral Council Update 

A Franciscan View of Mercy:  
 

Stories from the lives of Francis, Clare, and Blessed 

Frances Schervier  
 

Spring Retreat  
 

Saturday, May 21, 2016 9:00 A.M to Noon  

 
 

In the Peace Center on St. Clare Campus:  

Chiara Room enter via 80 Compton Road entrance  

 

We will consider responses to the following questions:  
 

à What do the Scriptures say to us about Mercy?  

à What does Pope Francis and other writers of today 

say to us?  

à What have St. Francis and St. Clare said to us about 

Mercy and what are some examples from their lives 

showing how they practiced it?  

à What does Blessed Frances Schervier say to us 

regarding Mercy?  

 

PRESENTER: Sr. Madonna Hoying, sfp  

 

 

RSVP to Joan by May 9, 2016 at 513.761.9040 X112  

or at: sfpassociates@fuse.net 

 

Pastoral Council Update 

     Pastoral Council and the Commissions met on 

Monday, April 11.  

     Council heard a presentation from Rod Dunlap, 

Youth Minister, regarding his work with the youth in 

our parish. Completing his fourth year as Youth 

Minister, Rod shared that there are very active 

programs involving the junior high students, high 

school students, boy scouts, and the young adults. 

During the past year there have been 36 different 

activities ranging from scout retreats to living stations, 

“Holyween” parties, field day, Marian devotions, and 

the list goes on and on. Rod shared that there is also a 

good intermixing of youth within the four groups. We 

are very fortunate to have a youth director for our 

parish. All youth, regardless of where they attend 

school, are invited and strongly encouraged to become 

part of these programs. Thank you, Rod, for all your 

hard work.  

     Council also heard a presentation by Mr. Alan 

Gerbus regarding the Athletic Boosters intent to build 

a storage building onto the existing buildings at the 

athletic complex. He shared sketches of the plans and 

the estimated costs. This storage is needed in order to 

get all the athletic equipment under one roof as 

opposed to it now being stored in the garages of the 

individual coaches. The boosters will pay all the cots 

of construction. Council unanimously approved Mr. 

Gerbus’ request. 

      Council reviewed and approved the proposed 

revision of the Worship Commission’s constitution 

and by-laws. Council approved a recommendation 

from Fr. Tim stating that the parish and school must 

stop using the temporary wall curtains in the Parish 

Center since they are not fire rated and have been 

disallowed by the fire department. As time progresses, 

various sound absorbing techniques will be explored 

for the Parish Center. 

     Terri Reder reported that our Annual Fund Drive 

(AFD) stands at $128,100.00 in pledges and 

$118,832.50 in funds received. The goal this year is 

$150,000.00. If you have not made a pledge to date 

and/or if you would like to dedicate the cost of a new 

hymnal please call Terri at 385-8010. The AFD ends 

on June 30. Please help us reach our goal. 

     This is the time of the year when we are urging 

each parishioner to consider joining  Pastoral Council 

or one of the five Commissions. We need new people 

to help us continue the great work of this parish. To 

help you discern possible membership all are invited 

to shadow at either the council or a commission 

meetings on Monday, May 9. If you are interested 

please call Fr. Tim or Terri at 385-8010.  

     In closing, many, many thanks to all who give so 

much of their time, talent and treasure in support of our 

parish. I am sure Our Lord is very pleased with your 

efforts. 

 

Respectfully, 

Al Grote, Chairperson 

 

Retreat Information 

mailto:sfpassociates@fuse.net

